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“Therefore, I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?”

Matthew 6: 25-26, KJV

“Said the Robin to the Sparrow; I should really like to know, why these anxious human beings, rush about and worry so. Said the Sparrow to the Robin: Friend, I think that it must be that they have no Heavenly Father, such as cares for you and me.” 

Elizabeth Cheney
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We live in a globalized world, and now more than ever our nation’s frontiers are only symbolic.

The problems our world faces today affect us all, whether we like it or not. No matter where we live.

According to Chloe Turner (2018), the top 10 most important current global issues are climate change, pollution, violence, security, and well-being, lack of education, unemployment, government corruption, malnourishment and hunger, substance abuse, and terrorism (borgenproject.org). 

Where is God, our loving Father in all of these awful conditions? It is not anywhere because all these threats to our mere survival on this earth are from our own creation. God does not have anything to do with this sad scenario.

The reason: We deny God’s importance in our creation or even further, we do not believe it exists at all. And God respects our free will. Besides, we have a new god now, technology. 

In this world, we certainly do not seek the kingdom of God and its righteousness first, so we lack everything. On top of this, and maybe because of this, we live and coexist with all sorts of human beings that have different levels of consciousness, from the higher enlightened type that shares with others and is compassionate to their neighbors as the good Samaritan (Luke:10:30-37, KJV) to the easy to manipulate cave-man mentality that thrives in competition and enjoys surviving through the law of the strongest such as those crowds who shouted Crucify Him! following their wicked religious rulers to kill Jesus of Nazareth (John:9: 6-16).

And all of them live among us. And for this world to conform to seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, it must live harmoniously keeping in mind the interest of the whole of humankind.

Will this ever happen on a worldly scale?
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But why are some individuals, families, and even nations sadly very affected by all these conditions mentioned? Why, even in the midst of the worst scenarios, are some others not affected?

Jesus spoke about this fact in Matthew 24:40-42 when talking to His disciples about the hour of the coming of the son: “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come” (KJV). 

Why were some spared and others don’t?

In order to answer this question, let’s ask ourselves: Is this kind of world a world where the kingdom of God and His righteousness is being sought? A resounding No is an answer. This world is the kingdom of Satan where greed, selfishness, injustice, competition, oppression, and rampant immorality are its gods. 

We cannot escape this world’s general pernicious effects in our civilization, and it is not very different -if we consider the current lack of compassion of the elites that rule our world towards its societies and its nations- from the civilization where Jesus lived, with their heartless politicians and religious rulers avid of power, riches, and everything that the world had to offer.
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Oftentimes, we do not trust God to provide for our needs. We put our trust in earthly solutions, or emphasize material things, more than we trust, or focus on God. This misplaced trust is why we worry. We forget or do not trust our heavenly Father to love, care, and provide for us. And in Matthew 6:19-24, Jesus teaches that the things of heaven should be the focus of our hearts, not the treasures of the earth. He ends that teaching with “You cannot serve both God and Money” (Karen Prentiss, 2007, The Fatherhood of God, pp. 60-61).

However, Jesus in Matthew 6:33 affirmed: “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” (KJV).

According to David R. Bickel (2001), In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the “kingdom of God” is usually God’s active rule over his creation, especially in saving his people from their sins and the consequences of those sins. The kingdom of God is not only God’s rule over his obedient subjects but includes his victory over their spiritual enemies through Jesus, acting in God’s sovereign power to deliver man from the destructive powers that enthrall him. Wherever He is honored and obeyed, His kingdom is manifest. Currently, the kingdom of God may be evidenced in a person, in a group of people, or in His power, bringing order, healing, and blessing (Karen Prentiss, 2007, The Fatherhood of God, p. 63). 

As a result, Those who receive the kingdom in the present age will enter the kingdom in the age to come (Mark 10:15; Luke 18:16-17). Those who are poor in spirit, who are persecuted for righteousness sake, have the kingdom (Matt. 5:3, 10). When the Son of Man comes (Matt. 25:31), the righteous will inherit the kingdom. Jesus gave the discourse on anxiety to his disciples. He told them not to worry about the needs of this life because, since God cares for the birds and the lilies, which do not toil, he will much more readily provide for his children. Rather than worrying about earthly needs, as the nations do, Jesus’ disciples must seek the kingdom of God, with the promise that God will meet all those needs (Bickel, 2001, What Does it Mean to Seek the Kingdom of God? pp. 2-4).
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Nevertheless, considering the world Jesus lived in and even the world we are living in today, the affirmation of Jesus in Matthew 6:33, But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you, is surely a puzzling statement. But only if we consider it superficially because there are two levels of involvement with which we carry on with our lives in this world and from which we can interpret the meaning of Jesus’ affirmation: the society-nation-globalized level and the community-familiar-individual level.

Let’s consider the first level, the society-nation-globalized one. This level is ruled by a satanic elite disguised as humanitarian corporations and politicians that only want their well-being and to turn humankind into their slaves. In this level, our food, clothing, and shelter are certainly being under attack as well as our freedom of expression, our cultural values, our education, our environment, our health, and our human rights are constantly being threatened and disturbed by periodic wars and conflagrations in an ever more secular and atheistic world. 

And Jesus knew this when he pointed out that “Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself, sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” (Matthew 6:34, KJV). But here we can discern two key insights from Jesus’ words: First, to take no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. I believe Jesus is telling us here about the enormous inertia of a world ruled by the evil one that at a globalized level it is going to impose its chaos on us anyway. And second, “sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” that this same chaos has already been imposed on us with its evil inertia on the day we are living anyhow, and that is why Jesus concludes by saying: sufficient unto the de day is the evil thereof. 

Jesus is obviously not offering us any assurance that life will be better tomorrow than it is today (Beare, 1987, p.188) due to the kind of world we are immersed in. However, God is more than sufficient in the midst of [all] that evil (Davies & Allison, 1988, p. 662). 

And here is the other level to which Jesus wants us to put all our attention on it while living in this world: the community-familiar-individual level. At this level, the atheistic globalized world cannot reach us if we don’t allow it. It is a level appropriate for all those who believe we have a loving Father in heaven and that the new Adam, Jesus Christ started here and now a fundamental change within our hearts. It is a here-and-now bona fide level where what matters is to follow God’s will on a moment-by-moment basis because the will of God that is followed in the present moment is always a source of sanctity. This is the meaning of seeking first [and foremost] the kingdom of God and
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