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Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you
 know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of
 speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young
 Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers
 book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a
 Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose
 the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book
for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features
esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters,
 fascinating nonfiction, and more!







This book is perfect for a Fluent Reader who:

• can read the text quickly with minimal effort;

• has good comprehension skills;

• can self-correct (can recognize when something doesn’t sound right); and

• can read aloud smoothly and with expression.



Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

• Create a Timeline: This is a nonfiction book about the Hunley, the first submarine in the world to sink an enemy ship. When you read nonfiction,
 you often find dates in the text. Using the dates and facts in the book,
 create a timeline to show the history of the Hunley from when it was built
 to when it disappeared and finally to when it was found.

• Research: Do your own research on the Hunley. Go to hunley.org to find
 out more about the history of this amazing submarine.




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift
 you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM
    Penguin Young Readers program

*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas
 and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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In loving memory of my mother—KBJ

To my wife Vincenza—FS

Special thanks to Mark Ragan, Mike Scafuri,
 Kellen Butler, and the Friends of the Hunley.
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Chapter
1






Everyone
is
excited
in
the
City
of


Charleston,
South
Carolina.
It
is
August


8,
2000,
and
an
old
mystery
is
about
to


be
solved.



Boats
loaded
with
people
circle


around
a
barge.
Everybody
watches
as


a
big
crane
works
to
lift
a
heavy
load


from
the
ocean
floor.
Slowly
something


breaks
the
surface
of
the
water.
The


crowd
holds
its
breath.






Then,
there
it
is—the
“mystery.”
It


is
a
Civil
War
submarine.
As
it
rises


above
the
waves,
the
crowd
cheers.
The


sound
of
boat
horns
fills
the
air.
The


submarine
has
been
at
the
bottom
of


the
sea
for
136
years.
Now
it
is
finally


coming
home.
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The
submarine
was
named
the
H.L.


Hunley.
During
the
Civil
War,
it
was


a
real
secret
weapon
for
the
South.


And
on
a
cold,
winter
night
in
1864,
it


became
the
first
submarine
in
the
world


to
sink
an
enemy
ship.
Its
target
was


a
Northern
ship
called
the 
Housatonic.

 
The
unlucky
Housatonic
was 
surprised 
by


the
attack.
It
sank
within
minutes.






The
Hunley
was
unlucky,
too.
It
should


have
returned
to
shore
in
victory.
But
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the
40-foot
sub
never
made
it
back.
In


fact,
it
was
never
heard
from
again.


What
happened
that
night?
Why
did


the
Hunley 
go
down
after
it
sank
the

 
Housatonic?



Finding
the 
Hunley
may
answer
the

 
questions.
Now
scientists
can
study
the


old
submarine
to
see
why
it
sank.
They


can
also
learn
more
about
how
this


amazing
secret
weapon
worked.
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Chapter
2






The
year
is
1861.



The
United
States
is
about
to
break


apart
in
the
Civil
War.
People
from
the


Southern
states
want
to
split
from
the


Northern
states.
They
want
to
form
their


own
country—the
Confederate
States
of


America.
Most
Northerners,
including


President
Abraham
Lincoln,
want
the


country
to
stay
together.






The
two
sides
cannot
agree
on


important
issues.
The
main
problem


is
slavery.
Most
Southerners
want
to


keep
slavery.
They
think
that
slaves
are


needed
to
run
their
huge
plantations.


Most
Northerners
think
slavery
is
wrong.






Each
side
works
hard
to
find
a
way
to


win
the
war.
The
North
has
a
big
plan.
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