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Chapter
1

 What are spiritual gifts?


The three
categories of gifts

 


1 Corinthians 12:27-30 “Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually. (28) And God has appointed these in the
church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties
of tongues. (29) Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? (30) Do all have gifts of
healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?”

 


The New
Testament reveals three separate categories of gifts that are given
to the church. The first category is what we call ministry gifts,
the second category is what we call function gifts and the third
category is what we call spiritual gifts. In the above quoted
passage of scripture the apostle Paul lists a sampling of all three
categories for us. The ministry gifts he lists in this passage are
the apostle, the prophet and the teacher. The function gifts he
lists are helps and administrations. And the spiritual gifts he
lists are the working of miracles, gifts of healings, varieties of
tongues, and the interpretation of tongues. The context of this
passage is that Paul is teaching the church that each member of the
body of Christ has a role to play within the body, and so he lists
a number of gifts to explain the concept to us that we all have
different roles to fulfil and it is up to each one of us to find
out what our gift is and then use that gift for the edifying of the
church.


Ephesians 4:11-12 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, (12) for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ.”

 


The first
category of gifts that we will discuss is what we call the ministry
gifts. The reason that they are called ministry gifts is because
those who receive them are called by God to the ministry. In other
words they are called to serve full time in the ministry of the
gospel. Under the old covenant there was only one ministry gift,
i.e. the prophet. Under the new covenant there are five different
ministry gifts, which are listed by the apostle Paul in the above
quoted passage of scripture, i.e. apostle, prophet, evangelist,
pastor and teacher. So why was there only one ministry gift under
the old covenant compared to the five given under the new covenant?
The main reason is purpose. Under the new covenant the ministry
gifts are placed in the church to facilitate the growth of the
church, for in this passage Paul tells us that the ministry gifts
are given to equip the saints and edify (build up) the body of
Christ. In another passage of scripture Paul refers to himself and
other ministers as builders of God’s church, and they do that by
adding members to the body and bringing them to maturity in Christ
(1 Corinthians 3:10-12). And so each ministry gift specializes in
an area that helps to facilitate growth in the church, both
numerically and spiritually. Under the old covenant however, the
prophet was never placed in Israel to facilitate the growth of the
nation or in bringing its citizens to a place of maturity, but
rather their main purpose was to provide guidance to the
nation.

 


1 Corinthians 9:16-17 “For if I preach the
gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me;
yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! (17) For if I do this
willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been
entrusted with a stewardship.”

 


The ministry
gifts are given to the individual before they are born and they
have no choice in the matter. In the above quoted passage of
scripture the apostle Paul explains to us that those who are given
ministry gifts have been entrusted with a stewardship to preach the
gospel. In another passage of scripture Paul tells us that those
called to the ministry are separated to the gospel of God (Romans
1:1). And so we see that the primary role of all ministry gifts is
to preach the gospel. Their stewardship is given to them by God and
He holds those individuals accountable for their stewardship. The
seriousness of that stewardship is communicated by Paul through his
statement, “woe is me if I do not preach the gospel”. And so those
who receive ministry gifts and choose to ignore their call do so at
their peril. Someone asked why are ministry gifts held to such a
high degree of account? The Lord answered that question for us when
He said that to whom much is
given, from him much will be required (Luke 12:48). And so because
they need it, those who receive ministry gifts receive far more
grace than their brothers and sisters in Christ. Nevertheless along
with the abundance of grace given, comes the responsibility of
using that grace for the growth of the church.

 


Romans 12:3-8
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of
faith. (4) For as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function, (5) so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. (6)
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to
our faith; (7) or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he
who teaches, in teaching; (8) he who exhorts, in exhortation; he
who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”

 


The second
category of gifts that we will discuss, are what we call the
function gifts. The reason that they are called function
gifts is because these gifts are given to
each one in the body so that they can fulfil their specific
function as a member of the body of Christ. These gifts are similar
to ministry gifts, in that God decides which gift He gives to each
one of us before we are placed in the body of Christ. And so
ultimately ministry gifts fall into this category as well, because
that is their function in the body. In the above quoted passage of
scripture the apostle Paul lists a sampling of different ministry,
function and spiritual gifts for us, i.e. prophesy, ministry,
teaching, exhorting, giving, leading, and showing mercy, to give us
some idea of the different functions that each saint has in the
body of Christ. Paul goes on to explain in this passage that not
only does God give the gift to the individual, but that He also
then gives them the grace and measure of faith that they need to
operate their gift. As we will see later in this teaching, a key
difference between function gifts, ministry gifts and spiritual
gifts is that the first two can be operated by the individual
whenever they choose, whereas spiritual gifts can only operate as
the Holy Spirit wills. For example in the list mentioned above,
Paul lists the gift of prophecy and the gift of leading. One which
has the gift of prophecy can only operate in that gift when the
Holy Spirit anoints them to do so. In other words they can only
prophecy when God decides to use them to prophecy. But one, who has
the gift of leading on the other hand, can operate in that gift all
the time and does not have to wait for the Lord to decide when they
can lead.

 


1 Corinthians 12:12-18 “For as the body is
one and has many members, but all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body, so also is Christ. (13) For by one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.
(14) For in fact the body is not one member but many. (15) If the
foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,"
is it therefore not of the body? (16) And if the ear should say,
"Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore
not of the body? (17) If the whole body were an eye, where would be
the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the
smelling? (18) But now God has set the members, each one of them,
in the body just as He pleased.”

 


In the above
quoted passage of scripture the Holy Spirit gives us further
insight into the operation of the function gifts, by using the
analogy of the various parts of the human body
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Spiritual gifts are a taste of
the powers of the age to come






