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It was a bright, sunny day but Tortoise was sad. He
moved so much slower than his friends did and it was beginning to
get him down. His best friend, Monkey, went to visit him at his
home that he’d burrowed under the sand.
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“Tortoise, are
you down there?” said Monkey, not wanting to intrude.

“Yes, I’m
here,” said Tortoise, popping his head up from under the sand. “I’m
not very happy today, Monkey. I’ll understand if you want to go and
play with our other friends, instead of me.”

“I want to play
with you too. Why aren’t you happy today?”

“I feel sad
because I’m not as fast as the rest of you.”
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“But that’s OK,
we don’t mind,” said Monkey. “We like you just the way you
are.”

“Thank you,”
said Tortoise with half a smile, “but we can’t venture further away
because of me. I would slow you down and put us all in danger.”

“That’s why we
play in the same place, so it’s safe for all of us.”

“If only I
could be faster, just once and for a little while. I’d do anything
to be faster.”
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Monkey left
Tortoise to wake up properly and went back to their friends to
discuss what Tortoise had said. He gathered everyone around. “What
can we do for him?” he asked. “He’s ever so down today. He needs us
to cheer him up. He is the slowest one here and wants to be a lot
faster.”

“How about a
trip on a raft?” said Bear. “That will speed him up.”

“That’s a great
idea,” agreed Rat.

“Perfect,” said
Monkey. “I’ll go with him, to help. We must stick to our stream for
safety. The rest of you can run alongside us, on land.”
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Everyone agreed
to build Tortoise a raft. Bear went deep into the woods and got
some thick bamboo to start the build. They all chewed on the bamboo
to get it into shape.

 



[image: tmp_b363a712bc72ffd61e6336d25d8bdfc3_ClWj8X_html_26b64647.jpg]

 


A few hours
later, Monkey tied the bamboo together with rope and they had
finished. Everyone had worked extremely hard and they were happy
with what they’d achieved. Between them, they had made a strong,
sturdy raft.
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Monkey saw
Tortoise slowly approaching and ran to him with his arms dangling
and his hands dragging along the ground. He was making a lot of
noise and with delight he shouted, “Close your eyes, close your
eyes!”

“OK, they’re
closed,” said Tortoise. “What’s the matter?”

“We’re so
excited. We’ve built you a raft so you can be faster. Open your
eyes.” Monkey leapt out of the way and pointed at the raft, which
was now straight ahead of Tortoise.

“That’s
amazing! I can’t believe what you’ve done for me. I love it. Let’s
take it out!”
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