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BRIGID

––––––––
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I STARED UP AT THE man in front of me, horrified that I’d opened my mouth at all.

Shut the front door! Dagnabbit! Sufferin’ succotash! What had I done? Screw this—Fuck!! Why had I said anything at all? Why hadn’t I just kept my fool mouth shut?

Of course, I knew why. I knew exactly why. Two days ago—and maybe before that, if I was being completely honest—I’d nearly lost the man in front of me because I hadn’t been telling him the truth. Rather, I’d been keeping the truth from him, which I thought was different, but not by much. Either way, the outcome was going to be the same. He’d told me so.

He’d told me straight up that I had to get myself together or he was going to walk.

And I’d responded—in my head—with a promise that I was going to stop lying to him and tell him the truth, and damn the consequences. Damn the fear that he was going to reject me for being imperfect or toss me to the curb for having been less than forthcoming.

He’d already known what I was going to say. I knew he had. He was just waiting for me to say it. Come clean. Be honest with the guy I thought I might be falling in love with.

Namely, Levi Carson, the guy I’d had one wild night with in Miami nine months ago, and whose baby I’d given birth to last month. In his hospital. With him as the attending nurse.

I mean, you just couldn’t write this stuff. You couldn’t make it up. I’d met the guy in Miami, had one insane night with him, and not been able to find him afterward. I’d spent eight months thinking that he hadn’t bothered to leave his number, only to find out that he had left his number... on a gum wrapper that my roommate had used for the gum she’d been chewing.

I hadn’t known about it, and I hadn’t used it, which also meant that he’d spent that exact same eight months thinking that I hadn’t bothered to try to find him.

Which was, you know, totally not true. Not that it mattered.

It had been the fates that brought us back together in that hospital, and I knew it for a fact. Sure, my parents were Catholic, and I therefore wasn’t supposed to believe in things like the fates or some universal plan—unless it had been designed by God Himself—but the truth was, I did.

I did, and I had realized in the last day that it was fate that brought us back together in that hospital for a second chance.

A second chance that was now staring at me with expectant, brightly blue eyes that looked more than a little bit worn at this point.

“You have something to tell me?” he asked, his voice leading. “And that would be...?”

Oh Shit. What was I supposed to say? Hey, Levi, you know how you delivered my baby and we’ve been essentially living together for the last month and I’ve had plenty of chances to tell you everything? The truth is, I didn’t tell you the biggest thing of all, and that’s that Maverick is actually your baby.

No.

But what else was I supposed to say?

And why in the great Emerald Isle hadn’t I thought about any of this before I saw him again? Come up with something that at least sort of resembled a plan?

Because I was a fucking mess, just like I’d always known. I wasn’t ready. I didn’t have anything prepared, and I definitely wasn’t going to risk Levi—or my relationship with him, or his relationship with Maverick—on a cobbled-together speech that probably wouldn’t make sense anyhow, and definitely wouldn’t cast me in a very good light.

“I just wanted to tell you how much I missed you,” I replied, thinking that it was the next best thing to at least hit on a different truth than the one I’d originally been thinking of. “I spent the last day hating myself for having driven you away and beating myself up for doing it. And I... I wanted you to know. I wanted you to know how much you mean to me.”

Shit, that had also been more than I meant to say. I was just letting my mouth fucking run away with me tonight.

The look on his face, though, all soft and gooey and romantic, made me realize immediately that it had been the right thing to say. Because yeah, we’d spent the last month together and had essentially been living under the same roof—hell, we’d even slept together—but I hadn’t told him how I felt about him.

The way he was looking at me right now indicated that I should have been a whole lot more forthcoming with that as well.

“What?” He asked, his voice cracking a little bit.

Right, here we went. Get it together, Brigid. Share your emotions. Make yourself vulnerable. Easy peasy.

“I missed you,” I said softly. Hesitantly. Wondering if it was the right thing to say—and knowing that it was. “I realized while you were gone how much I care about you, and I don’t want you to leave again. Will you... Will you stay the night?”

The truth, then, or at least part of it. I didn’t want to lose him. I was terrified that I was going to, for having lied to him.

But not tonight. Tonight, if I played my cards right, I might be able to get him to stay. I might be able to keep this cocoon around me for a little bit longer.

He reached out for me and pulled me into a hug, his warmth enveloping me, and a soft chuckle rumbling up from his chest.

“You didn’t think you could tell me that, I don’t know, two weeks ago or something?” he whispered. “You didn’t think that was the sort of information you needed to share?”

Tears sprang into my eyes at his reaction and the tenderness in his voice, and I squirmed enough to make room for me to tilt my chin up so I could look up his chest at him.

Damn, the guy was tall compared to me. This wasn’t the first time I’d realized it, but every time I got close to him, I was reminded of our size difference. It made me feel... 

Safe.

“I didn’t even know about it until yesterday, so if I’d told you two weeks ago, I would have been lying,” I told him, letting a smile creep onto my lips.

He picked me up and brushed his lips gently against mine, the kiss so feather light that I almost missed it the first time. When he pulled back and looked at me, though, his eyes were a dark cobalt blue and thick with tension.

Thick with desire.

“Tell me how much you missed me,” he said in a deep, needy voice.

I moved toward him and kissed him myself, putting everything I was feeling into the kiss. All the passion and need and fear and hope and love.

All the things I felt thundering through my veins—but was way, way too scared to tell him about.

He returned the kiss, one hand scooping under my ass while the other went up and tangled itself in my hair, pulling slightly and making me gasp. He didn’t let go, though. Instead, he wrapped his fingers around my head and pulled me harder against him, his tongue moving to part my lips and darting into my mouth.

I groaned again. This time I wrapped my legs around his waist and pulled him to me. Just like I’d done that night in Miami, when he’d pushed me against the wall and fucked me with only half our clothes off.

The thought sent fire rushing through my veins, and suddenly I was so wet for him that I couldn’t stop rocking my hips against the hardness I could feel growing in his pants. I cupped his jaw with my hands and pulled him harder against me, the kiss getting faster and more passionate, and heard a deep groan coming from Levi.

He broke the kiss and pulled back a bit, his eyes dreamy and his lips swollen from my actions.

“I want you,” he whispered. “I want you so bad I can barely stand up, Brigid.”

I’d already been scalding hot for him, my skin burning up with desire, but now, at his words, I basically exploded into flame.

“Maverick is with Harper,” I gasped, fighting to get the words out. “The house is all ours. So basically...”

“Basically I can have whatever I want?” he asked, his mouth settling into a cocky smile.

I kissed him again, the kiss deep and incredibly suggestive, and pulled back with a teasing expression on my own face. “Exactly,” I whispered.

He was already walking toward the bedroom before I finished the word.

***
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LEVI SET ME DOWN ON the bed, taking his time with it so I was lying comfortably, and then looked at me closely.

“Are you sure?” he asked quietly.

He didn’t have to tell me what he meant by that simple question. This was the first night I’d told him that I wanted him and then asked him to spend the night just for me. There was no Maverick to take care of, no last-minute shopping to do, no questions that desperately needed answering. I wasn’t worn out from taking care of our baby, and I wasn’t sick or terrified.

No, I’d asked him to stay just for me. And I thought we both knew that it was a much bigger ask than I’d ever presented him with before.

It meant more. And once we did this, there was no going back.

“I’ve never been more sure of anything in my entire life,” I told him certainly. “I’ve never wanted anything as much as I want you.”

And for the first time, I was giving him the entire truth. No semi-truths, no I’ll tell him later, no I can’t tell him the truth because he might get mad.

I didn’t want him misunderstanding this. I wanted him to know exactly what I was saying. So I put it all into my voice, and all into my face.

It must have worked, too, because he smiled gently and lay down next to me, his hand going ever so gently to my cheek and brushing my skin like I was the most precious thing he’d ever seen in his life.

“I can’t tell you how happy I am to hear that,” he whispered. “Because I feel the exact same way.”

He leaned down to kiss me then, and I moved up to meet him, my soul screaming that this was exactly the way it should be. I’d lost this man for eight months, and then somehow found him again, and I knew there was a reason for that.

I knew the universe had brought us back together because I’d wished for it so hard. And I was going to show him how much I believed in us.

I wrapped my arms around his neck and held him to me, kissing him with everything I had and pressing up off the bed to get every inch of me against him. His weight pressed down on me, his arms caging me in, and moments later I felt his fingers at the bottom of my shirt, tickling up my belly and sending chills up and down from there. My skin came alive for him, and I gasped, pressing my tits up harder as my back arched in need.

“Damn, Levi,” I moaned.

“Oh, you like that?” he asked, running his fingers farther up and finding the hook of my bra. “What if I do this?” 

He flipped the hook off my bra, and it sprang open, leaving my breasts exposed to his magical fingertips. He brushed them up and over one nipple, pausing to close his fingers over the nub, and I cried out.

“Please,” I gasped.

“Oh, you can’t wait?” he asked, his lips moving to brush along the shell of my ear. “You’re suddenly so impatient? And here I thought you might be getting bored of me.”

I grabbed the hair on the back of his head and pulled him back so I could meet his eyes. 

“Never,” I told him firmly. “Things are... different now.”

The corner of his mouth turned up in something dreamy and beautiful, and he dipped down to kiss me again, his hand moving rapidly down my body to unbutton my jeans. When they were open, he slipped his hand down instead, running his fingers quickly between my legs and brushing up against the sensitive flesh there.

“Fuck, you’re wet,” he gasped.

“Because I want you,” I gasped back, squirming in need. “Stop teasing me, Levi.”

I felt his mouth smile against mine. “Teasing you? I’ve been waiting for you to come around for a month, and you’re worried about me teasing you?”

I yanked his head back again so I could see him, though it was nearly impossible to focus with his fingers pressing up inside me and beginning to massage me.

“Keep teasing me and I’m going to change my mind,” I said, keeping my voice as steady as I possibly could. “I might even change my mind about missing you.”

He didn’t speak again. I found myself stripped bare in short order, his hands moving more quickly than I could have imagined, and a second later, he left me in the chilly air to strip himself.

I barely had time to register how cold it was without him before he was back, his warmth and weight resting between my legs. He put his fingertips on my cheek and gazed deeply into my eyes.

“Did you say you didn’t miss me?” he asked, allowing the tip of his cock to brush against my clit.

I gasped and jerked against him. “Levi!” I groaned.

“Say you missed me,” he groaned. “Say it again.”

“Dammit, I missed you,” I muttered. “Please, Levi.”

He pressed into me, giving me every inch, and I arched into him in complete and utter pleasure, taking him as deep as he would go. 

“Say it again,” he moaned. 

“I missed you,” I breathed out, unable to collect enough breath to say anything more. “Stop teasing.”

He began to move in me, then, holding me utterly still while he rode me, softly at first and then faster and faster, like his need was so great that he couldn’t control himself. I groaned and squirmed for him, my hips jerking to take him and my cries getting louder and louder as he filled me. When he moved my knees up to my chest so he could reach deeper, then slammed into me one last time, my consciousness contracted to a single point, where his body joined mine, and then exploded in waves of flames, my cries echoing their movement as I orgasmed for him. 

When he followed me over the edge, driving into me and releasing his own orgasm, I came again, biting down on his shoulder to keep from screaming as the sensitive flesh of my body came alive for him.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
4

NN

w/?é%//?%ﬁ%%%r/%«

\////w

S

S

\\\\%
N
S

S
S

L
N

S





d2d_images/image012.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image011.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image016.jpg





d2d_images/image014.jpg





d2d_images/image019.jpg





d2d_images/image020.jpg
A BUMP IN
THE ROAD SERIES

LEXY TINKS






d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image009.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.png
SELELESS

A BUMP IN THE ROAD BOOK TWO





