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					President Obama delivers remarks on education and college affordability to the students of Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech) in Atlanta, Georgia, March 10, 2015.
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			For Patrick and Sophia. Thank you for choosing me to be your father. I don’t deserve either of you, but I try to live up to the challenge every day. You are kind and good people, which is the most important thing your mother and I could wish upon you.

			And to my lovely wife, Alicia. I was right when I gave you the nickname “Trouble” on our first date. But I was also right in calling you for a second date. And a third. And. . . . Thank you for all you’ve done and continue to do for us and our family.
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					President Obama, with White House Communications Agency staffers all around, puts on his tie before a White House videotaping in the State Dining Room, August 9, 2013.

				
			
		

	
		
			
			
				The subject matter is so much more important than the photographer.

				—GORDON PARKS
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					The White House Press covers President Obama upon his arrival on the White House South Lawn following a trip to Orlando, Florida, June 16, 2016.
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			A tight shot of President Obama’s hands during a Q&A with the White House press pool in the Oval Office of the White House, March 17, 2014.

			You’re about to sift through some of my favorite memories.

			That’s one of the odd things about being president: Much of what you do is documented by a swarm of professional photographers and a sea of smartphones. There aren’t many private moments. And even most of those have to be recorded for posterity.

			That’s why we were so grateful to have someone like Lawrence Jackson recording them.

			As you’re about to see, Lawrence has a talent for capturing the big scene, the iconic images that will help explain our times for future generations. But he also has a unique gift for capturing those quieter moments—the margins of a big event, the pauses in a busy day, some stolen time with Michelle and our girls.

			They, in particular, came to adore Lawrence. Michelle and I trusted him to travel the world with her and spend time with our girls as they grew up too fast. And we’ll always be grateful to him for preserving some of their youthful joy.

			Lawrence brought something else to his work, too. He and I had similar upbringings as black men in America, each of us raised by an extraordinary single mom, both of us knowing what it’s like, at times, to feel as if we might not belong. Many of his photos are informed by that sensibility, an added awareness of the meaning that certain moments may hold for those who were so long dispossessed.

			I suspect Lawrence pinched himself frequently, feeling fortunate to serve in a time of incredible challenge and change. Some of my favorite photos of his are of other White House staff who surely felt the same—who rarely received credit or fanfare, who never got over the feeling that maybe they weren’t supposed to be there either—but all of whom did their jobs with pride and skill and made up a vital part of the White House experience.

			I miss them all. Eight years in the White House went by so fast. That’s why I’m so grateful that Lawrence was there to capture them. I hope you enjoy his work as much as I do.

			—BARACK OBAMA
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					President Obama tapes his weekly address in the Diplomatic Room of the White House, May 29, 2009. He was the first (and only, so far) president to use the video format to communicate to the American people each week.
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			MAKING HISTORY
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					President Obama signs into law an omnibus spending bill in the New Executive Office Building, January 17, 2014.

				
			
			There is never a guidebook for those who come first. The first person to fly solo around the world, the first African American Supreme Court Justice, or the first woman to run the Boston Marathon. The stakes couldn’t be higher for these pioneers of history—nor could the cost of failure.

			I was crawling on my hands and knees trying to find a good position while staying as quiet as possible as President Obama gave a TV interview with ABC News in the Map Room of the White House. It was the very first of what would be many interviews in which I would document him during the next eight years. I’d been on the job, at most, two weeks and was still getting the lay of the land and a feel for the rhythm of our forty-fourth president. Yes, of course I was nervous—would my camera shutter or my very presence bother him? It turns out he is one of the more focused people I’ve ever covered, and these things didn’t distract him at all.

			As much as I wanted to take compelling pictures of this interview, I wanted him to succeed even more, because so much was riding on his shoulders. As the first African American president, he had no room for error. If he said or did something wrong or appeared unprepared, it would vindicate his detractors. But it never happened. In the years of covering him in interviews, his pauses were always in search of the right words and tone, reflective of the moment. I watched him, and I learned from him. I absorbed his calm demeanor and projected it when doing my job as an official White House photographer.

			
				EVERY DAY THEY WERE MAKING HISTORY, AND HISTORY WAS MAKING THEM.

			

			You can learn a lot by watching and listening. My tenth-grade math teacher used to tell us, “Nobody knows how stupid you are until you open your mouth.” As harsh as the statement was, she was right. When you’re talking, you aren’t listening, learning. So I watched them, President Obama and First Lady Michelle, learn on the job. I watched them exercise the power of influence with dignity and respect. I watched them lead by example. I watched them steal naps on the plane between cities or backstage before events because they had been going all day and had more events ahead that evening. I watched them practice their remarks and discuss the impact of a policy change during staff meetings. I watched them truly engage with people, with empathy and an unshakeable calmness and focus—because to lead effectively you have to be a good listener.

			Every day they were making history, and history was making them.

			For me, taking pictures was the easy part. Knowing when to take pictures was the learning curve.
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					Supreme Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts
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			BENDING TOWARD JUSTICE
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			GIVING THE ORDER
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			HISTORY IN THE MAKING
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			WHAT IS NECESSARY. WHAT IS RIGHT.
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