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In America, you have the SWAT unit. A SWAT (special weapons and tactics) team is a law enforcement unit that uses specialised or military equipment and tactics. They use a wide variety of weapons such as submachine guns, carbines, assault rifles, shotguns, and sniper rifles. Tactical aids include flash bangs, stingers, and tear gas grenades. 

So, why are we talking about SWAT? Because in the Body of Christ, we also need to become disciples of God warriors who are trained in spiritual warfare and tactics.

In a Christian spiritual warfare and deliverance context, the term “SWAT” (Specialised Weapons and Tactics) is not a formal biblical office, but rather a metaphorical framework used to describe a highly trained, spiritually mature group of believers who are equipped to deal with intense spiritual situations.

SWAT, therefore, refers to a dedicated, spiritually disciplined team within the Body of Christ that is trained in spiritual warfare, grounded in biblical truth, operating under authority, accountability, and discernment, and commissioned to handle complex cases of oppression, bondage, or deliverance.

As mentioned, it draws its analogy from elite emergency units—meaning these believers are not casual participants, but prepared and entrusted for more sensitive ministry.

While the term “SWAT” isn’t in Scripture, the function aligns with principles seen in:

•   Ephesians 6:10–18: The “armour of God” (spiritual readiness and warfare)

•   Luke 10:19: authority over the enemy

•   Mark 16:17: deliverance as a sign of believers

•   1 Corinthians 12: spiritual gifts working together

•   Galatians 6:1: restoring others with gentleness and maturity

Even Jesus Christ modelled a form of “specialized response” by casting out demons, discerning spirits, and sending trained disciples in teams.

A SWAT-type group would typically discern and diagnose. This would involve identify spiritual oppression vs. emotional/psychological issues, and operate in gifts like discernment of spirits.

They would engage in spiritual warfare, which could include prayer, fasting, scriptural declaration, and breaking strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4–5 principle).

Such believers facilitate deliverance, which means to lead individuals through repentance, renunciation, and freedom in Christ, and to also ensure the process is Christ-centred, not sensational.

Support restoration is also part of spiritual warfare. This entails helping individuals walk in freedom (discipleship, not just deliverance) and helping connect them to a healthy church body.

Key characteristics of those in “SWAT” would, therefore, include being spiritually mature (not novices), biblically grounded, emotionally stable, accountable, humble and submitted to God, and operating in love, not fear or control.

This is not an elite, secretive, superior group. Such believers are not driven by hype, fear, or obsession with demons. True spiritual authority flows from submission, not self-appointment.

A spiritual SWAT team is, therefore, a mature, accountable group of believers specially trained and spiritually equipped to handle intense cases of spiritual warfare and deliverance, operating under biblical authority, discernment, and love to bring people into freedom and restoration in Christ.

Those who want to be part of God’s army need to know how this spiritual warfare works, what our weapons are, and we must know how to use them.

It says in “Psalm 144: 1 Blessed be the Lord my Rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battle— 2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, my high tower and my deliverer, my shield and the One in whom I take refuge, who subdues my people under me.” Take note, God trains us for war. After all, God is the One who ultimately teaches us all things, in accordance to “1 John 2: 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.”

Thus, we are called to be warriors of discernment, of knowing the tactics of the enemy, of adopting God’s strategy in spiritual warfare and employing God’s weapons of warfare. In the recent conflicts in the Middle East, America for example would not just randomly shoot missiles, hoping something will hit the desired target. An attack would be preceded by all kinds of counterintelligence, which will determine the right plan of action. In spiritual warfare, we need to follow the wisdom, understanding, discernment and knowledge of God to know how to operate, when to operate and where to operate.

God is calling for a remnant that is completely and utterly set apart for His Kingdom. Therefore, a people who have not bowed to the god of this world, who have not forsaken His truth or His path. He is calling for a Bride to take up “arms”, meaning walking in their spiritual authority to set the captives free, bind up the broken-hearted and proclaim the wonderful news of Christ that still sets free and redeems. 

In the spiritual realm, there are also demons acting as ‘criminals, terrorists, and hostage-takers’. There are forces seeking to dampen revival and spread evil. They influence, harass, manipulate and seek to enforce the agenda of the devil. Throughout the world, people are bound with sickness or broken hearts. 

They’re enslaved by fear, anxiety, depression, or discouragement. They’re blinded by pain, bitterness, unforgiveness, and hate. This is all the work of an enemy who is cruel, devious, mischievous, dangerous and wicked. God needs His warriors (disciples) to rise to the challenge by fulfilling the Great Commission, meaning making disciples of all mankind so that liberty in Christ may rule the hearts of the afflicted, tormented, addicted, forgotten and lost!

If we will do God's work in God's way, we shall have God's blessing and the devil's curses. When God opens the windows of heaven to bless us, the devil will open the doors of hell to blast us. Today, God needs invincible men and women who are fire for the eternal Kingdom. We are talking about disciples, and all disciples are called to be activated and mobilised to shine the light in a dark world and to see the damned saved, the oppressed freed and the broken healed.

Let us remember what Jesus said in “Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”  Luke 9 says, “9 Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” What Jesus started He gave the disciples the authority to finish. And those “disciples” include everyone who believes and follows Jesus (Mark 16).

Believers have been empowered to be part of the end-time remnant of SWAT warriors by the Spirit and Word of God. We have been granted authority by Jesus! So all disciples are called to heal the sick, cast out demons, and preach the Gospel. We can bring light and liberty to those walking in darkness. As disciples, we have all been called and sent out in the Lord's stead to do His work. 

Acts 1 says, “The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” Take note, what Jesus BEGAN to do and teach, meaning we have to finish what He has started. This is the Great Commission. John 14 says, “12 Jesus said, "Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father."  Jesus did what a SWAT warrior would do, and He expects us to do as He did!

Before we can truly be part of God’s end-time remnant of SWAT warriors, we must become believers. This is how you ‘enlist”. You don’t need fancy titles or degrees. Your age or experience does not even count. You must just be available and accessible to do the Lord’s work. Once you are a believer, you have certain rights and privileges as a child of God that you can use to swat the enemy. In Christ, we are “far above all principality, and power, and might, dominion and every name that is named not only in this age, but also in that which is to come” (Ephesians 1:21). We have been raised up together with Jesus and made to sit together in heavenly places in Him.  The devil doesn’t want the disciple to know his or her position. Satan is under our feet if we’re born-again believers. Luke 10:19 says that Jesus gave us power over all demonic activity, and nothing can hurt us. Since we have been given authority in Christ, we don’t need to fight the devil; rather, we need to exercise our authority as believers. James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” The word “resist” means to stand your ground. Satan has no power over the true disciple! Just stand your ground, knowing that you have authority as a believer over the power of the enemy.

In the upper room, the church – consisting of Spirit-filled disciples - was ACTIVATED in power and then MOBILISED to be witnesses unto the ends of the world, thus to fulfil the Great Commission. Yes, the Church was mobilised, for the Church was the disciples, and the Church today is still the living and breathing disciples! The Upper Room, as the building and the room, was not the Church, but only served as the Ark that housed for a season and a time the disciples who were about to be ignited with fire by the Holy Spirit! The true Church left the building to be the Church, for they were activated and empowered to be mobilised. And this is a process of moving, being active and serving the Kingdom. Just so, we as disciples need to be baptised by the Holy Spirit so that we are infused with holy fire to preach the Gospel.

In the Book of Acts, we read of how the disciples were equipped and trained, then activated, and then they went into Jerusalem and then the world. Thus, they FOLLOWED first and then out of the door of the Upper Room into the world (literally among the crowd) to preach and teach. The Church went from that Upper Room – yes, they left what was comfortable and safe – and they embraced a hostile world with the Good News of hope and glory!

The disciples, as the Church, were now activated and mobilised by the Holy Spirit and signs and wonders of God’s power followed them! These disciples were not running after the signs and wonders, but they walked in the Truth of God, filled by the Spirit, and so as they went, mobilised, the Kingdom of God manifested in the world. The disciples were on fire for the Lord, for they understood they were called to be the Church and they were called to be the fulfilment of Mark 16 and Matthew 28. In Acts 3, for example, we read how a lame man was healed, and in Acts 2 we read in verse 43 how “many wonders and signs were done through the apostles” and how the “Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

Was God’s intention to fill a building when it says adding to the church? No, he was adding followers to the disciples who were willing to preach and teach the Kingdom, thus those who were willing to be also empowered and mobilised! Suddenly, the living Church was growing for God is a God of Life, and suddenly the Church was truly alive with hope, expectation, and with purpose and intent! The disciples were following the blueprint of Jesus of making disciples, and so the Church, activated and mobilised, was now making a huge impact in the world. Why? Not because of clever sermons, or interesting services or because of the coffee and cake, because they were following Jesus in the Spirit of the Living God, and they were not willing to back down, to be slowed down or to compromise. The active Church was empowered to be a powerful testimony of God's grace and mercy!

This is a time for the Church to again be ACTIVATED (a return to the Spirit, to the Kingdom, to the Truth) and for the Church to be mobilised to fulfil the Great Commission! Now is the time to move, to follow God’s blueprint of discipleship, and to be again filled with Kingdom purpose and intent! Now is the time to be the true active Church, empowered in the fullness of the knowledge of Jesus! Now is the time for God’s warriors – every believer/disciple – to rise and take a stand against the rising darkness engulfing the world. But they need to be trained in spiritual warfare and tactics, to fight the battle in God’s will and according to His plan and purpose. How we need as the Church of Spirit-filled disciples to be reactivated to go into this world preaching and teaching only the Truth of God and nothing else, for only the Truth of God sets man free in the liberty of the grace of a living God.

As believers and as warriors, we are not called to quit on God in the face of trials, tests, temptations, persecution, distress, famine, peril, or hard times. We are called to be steadfast and unmovable. 1 Corinthians 15 says, “58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.“ Remember, we don’t have confidence in our power because we have no power of our own. But we must learn to trust, rely, submit and be led by the Spirit of God. For then we shall be dangerous warriors of God, shaking the gates of hell!  The confidence we have is confidence in the character of God and in His Word. The devil wants us to think it’s impossible, illogical, and ridiculous to trust God or stand upon His Word. He will try to discourage the SWAT warrior, for he knows they are incredibly dangerous when yielded and submitted in confidence to God.

We have many weapons to our disposal. We do not fight the war in conventional manners, as proven countless of times in the Bible. How about Joshua marching around Jericho? In 2 Chronicles 20 we learn of how the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to wage war against Jehoshaphat. We then read, “14 Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly. 15 He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. 17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.’”

Jehoshaphat was facing a mighty army, but he was told to trust God for God will fight it His way. And what happened? 20 Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.” 21 After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to the Lord,    for his love endures forever.” 22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. 23 The Ammonites and Moabites rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another.

To some, it must have looked like Jehoshaphat’s actions were foolish. But God wants us to rise to a higher level of trusting Him. He wants us to trust a supernatural God who works spiritually, just as He opened the Red Sea for Israel only to close the waters to destroy the Egyptian army. Yes, praise is a weapon, for it is the spark plug of faith. It moves you up to a level of victory over circumstances. The same thing happened when Paul and Silas were beaten and were in the Philippian jail. As they sang hymns an earthquake shook open the doors and loosed their fetters. God is a liberator from bondage, sickness, lack, ignorance, weakness, doubts, and fear.

In Exodus 17, the Israelites were encountering their first opposition while wandering in the desert. The Amalekites, a group of nomadic raiders, attacked the people of Israel. While Joshua led the troops into battle, Moses, along with Aaron and Hur, watched the battle from a nearby hill. Exodus 17:11 reads, "So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek prevailed." Eventually, Moses became weary, and so Aaron and Hur responded by holding up his arms until the Israelites were able to finally defeat the Amalekites. For those who wage war or battle in the natural, this doesn’t make sense. How can a man who holds up his arms ensure victory? But this is the God whom we serve. This is the same God who enabled a young boy to slay a giant with a slingshot.

Prayer is also a weapon. James 5:16 says that “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  1 Thessalonians 5 says, “16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually.” To “pray without ceasing” means to have our minds always on the things of God, to be in constant communication with Him, so that every moment may be as fruitful as possible.

There are dozens of real-life accounts in the Bible where Jesus and other disciples battled in prayer. God shut the heavens and prevented rain from falling for three years at Elijah’s request. He parted the Red Sea for Moses to lead His people through. He cast out demons; Jesus healed the sick and gave sight to the blind, and, on more than one occasion, raised people from the dead, like Lazarus. Do we realise the power we have available to us when we take our authority in prayer? If we did, we would be praying in Jesus’ name more. There would be no such thing as doubt, fear, or anxiety because we would be on our faces before God, storming the heavenly realms in battle with the darkness and evil forces in our world.

So, what exactly is the power of prayer? The power of prayer isn’t in the words you utter. It’s not about what you pray or even how you pray. Prayer can be defined as talking to God, but it is much more than that. Prayer is an act of worship that glorifies God and reinforces our need for Him. Through living a life of prayer, we communicate with the very source of and purpose for our existence. It is our fiercest weapon against the enemy and all things in this fallen world. We need to pray for the Church to be made right with God, to be revived. We also need to pray for the lost to desire salvation and come to the truth. Ezekiel 22:30 says, “And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.”

In this book, some of the weapons to our disposal will be discussed. It is, however, recommended to read A Dangerous Church Part One and Two, the Disciple Series, The Spiritual War, Victorious Living in Christ, The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit, and the Deliverance Series by the same author. This will grant greater insight into what we are facing and how to be victorious in this spiritual war!

So often, people are seen ‘doing’ spiritual warfare by simply shouting and screaming at the devil, trying to take back territory, or wanting to burn down his territory, or they dispatch millions of angels.  Such a mode of warfare speaks of a warrior who is sorely lacking in knowledge of the spiritual, and it is someone who simply launches all kinds of ‘missiles’ in the hope that something will strike and make an impact. A warrior with a lack of knowledge is dangerous because they can do more damage to themselves and to others in their ignorance.

Knowledge and wisdom are thus key in spiritual warfare.  It is the knowledge of knowing (as in a relationship) one’s Commander – Jesus. It is the knowledge of who your true enemy is. It is the knowledge of how the Kingdom of Light and the kingdom of darkness operate. It is the knowledge of angels and demons. For example, you need knowledge of legal doorways, which determine the way forward for personal deliverance or even delivering a territory from the devil’s grip.

It says in “Acts 19: 3 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.” You see, the spirit KNEW Paul but not the chief priest. In spiritual warfare, the enemy knows his enemy as well, as the spirit knew Paul. The devil truly knows who follows God, and who is but a pretender when it comes to walking in God’s authority. You cannot fool God or the devil. You cannot fool demons or angels. Spiritual warfare is real, and the warriors of God must be prepared and ready for battle.

It says in “Luke 6:40: A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.” Yes, we need to be trained in warfare, thus properly discipled, so that in warfare we operate like Jesus. Jesus walked in authority, for He is authority. A disciple must thus be trained to be like Jesus and to walk in the authority of Jesus. And as trained and prepared disciples of God, we are going to need to walk in the true authority of the Lord in times of apostasy, of deception, and in times of counterfeit and deceptive power and authority.

Mark 16 says: “17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” This is the authority given by God to His disciples. This speaks about strengthening the disciples for spiritual warfare, standing strong and making a mighty impact on the Kingdom. And Kingdom power means anointed power. It means walking in authority. It means understanding the weapons of warfare and how to be a mighty warrior unto God. Even more importantly, kingdom power means glory manifestation. To walk in the power of the glory implies surrendering to Jesus, and being obedient unto Him.

Jesus did not go about Israel simply teaching the Good News, but He also acted (Acts 1). To do and to teach implies the combination of moving in Kingdom power, combined with preaching, evangelising, discipling, and effectively serving. Such a display of Kingdom glory will surely shake the strongholds of the enemy like never before. And we need to walk in such Kingdom power to shake the gates of hell! We need to be trained and prepared to walk in true and real authority and spiritual power.

With the rise of wickedness, immorality and idolatry in the world, the power of Satan will only be countered by true Kingdom (glory) power, to be exercised by the saints in the power of the Spirit. Righteousness, holiness and purity will thereof counter such wickedness and evil. God will need an army, like Gideon's men, who are committed and full of fire to see Kingdom power displayed. Self-righteousness and self-glorification have no place in the Kingdom. It is vital to understand that for such kingdom power to be exercised in a spirit of unity, the church, therefore, the saints need to walk in God's glory. This means that the glory of God needs to again dwell properly, habitually, in the Body of Christ. Such kingdom power, however, should be exercised with maturity and discernment, which is gained only through proper teaching and equipping of disciples.

The time has come for the body of Christ to go to war against evil like never before. And it calls for a well-trained and prepared disciple who is ready and who understands spiritual warfare.  It is not for nothing that disciples must be prepared in character and nature for maturity (going through trials and tribulations), because Kingdom power needs to be exercised with great responsibility, accountability, discernment, and above all, with love and joy. A disciple of God needs to walk in such maturity to shine the light where there is darkness.

Consider that in the days of Paul, the Jews were under enormous strain as they fell under the dominion of the cruel and brutish Roman Empire.  Apart from having to deal with a foreign power that seeks to destroy and also dominate, Paul also had to deal with enormous opposing spiritual forces as he was preaching the Gospel of Jesus in Gentile countries where the spirit of paganism was rife and loosened to the extreme. Paul was dealing with physical and emotional pressures from his own countrymen and also from the Gentiles, while he was also being bombarded and beleaguered by demonic forces seeking to prevent him from teaching the pagans the truth.

For this reason, Paul wrote his epistle to the Ephesians regarding the spiritual battle and the struggles of overcoming.  Within this context, Paul addresses the Gentiles and even some of the Jews in the Book of Romans, and his wonderful conclusion is that no matter what he endures, be it spiritual, emotional or physical, no matter the attack, the labour or the struggle, that through it all God is so much greater and so much more powerful and we are safe under His wing (Psalm 91).

Nothing, but nothing, in the spiritual or in the physical, no matter the adversary or the obstacle, can triumph over us to the point that we are defeated. For we are conquerors, full of holy fire, full of the Spirit, sealed by the Blood, redeemed, reborn, consecrated, sanctified and we are known by Majesty! Praise the Lord, for there is such beauty and absolute certainty of knowing Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. We shall not fear or dread but hold our heads high and overcome. We shall be like David who slew Goliath, like Gideon who put to chase a large army and like Paul who endured even when the storms blew day and night. The church has been called not to entertain, but to equip warriors for God’s army. We have all the weapons we need to overcome and be triumphant. Just remember, you’re part of God’s SWAT team, so go and depopulate hell and populate heaven.
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We have to understand that as warriors of God, we fight a spiritual battle that deals with the dominion of air, land and water. As any army on earth is equipped to fight battles as waged in the sea, air and land, the devil also has demons who occupy these three “realms”. All these realms are used collectively in the spiritual war. We are called to be warriors who battle the forces of darkness in all dominions, just as a soldier in the army on earth fights an enemy on all fronts and in all terrains. 

The spiritual war is vast, intricate and at times complex. But praise God, He is our commander, and the battle belongs to Him! When God created innumerable hosts of angels, some of them rebelled and were cast out. Many established their abode in the waters, land, and in the air. There is a hierarchy to the devil’s kingdom, and you can say that each one of these strongholds in the realm acts as an occult kingdom. They have a common leader and lord, the prince of the power of the air. Satan is now “the ruler of this world,” and until the Lord casts him out (John 12:31) he will continue to rule.

The power [or authority] of the air refers to Satan’s host of demons who exist in the heavenly sphere. Paul has this in mind in Ephesians 6:12, where he warns of “the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” During the present age, he and his demonic host seek to dominate and control every person who is unsaved and even saved. He is the personification of spiritual death because he is the personification of rebellion against God—and so is the system he designed.

Satan is the archon, the prince and the ruler over this world system. Not all unsaved people are necessarily indwelt at all times by Satan or are demon-possessed. But knowingly or unknowingly, they are subject to Satan’s influence. Because they share his nature of sinfulness and exist in the same sphere of rebellion against God, they respond naturally to his leading and to the influence of his demons. 

We need to be aware that as warriors of God, we will be dealing with demonic forces in the water, air and earth. We have seen how Paul speaks of the spiritual forces in the heavenly places and the devil being the prince of the power of the air. The sky, the earth and the water are all regarded as a dominion, or a territory, which the devil seeks to control. In the broader perspective, we are also dealing with the realms of the universe, of earth and the heavenlies. If the devil can control these dominions, he can exert a greater influence on the ultimate dominion – man himself.

There is a lot of lore in the world regarding spirits of water, air and earth. Be careful what you read and believe. A lot of such information is demonology, or may not be focused on Christ or the truth. Some are influenced by esoteric teachings. The reality is that the devil has an army seeking to influence, harass, and torment. We also do not have to panic about such an ‘army’, wherever they are stationed (dominion, sphere) or in their task, for God is stronger and more powerful. And remember, all demons fulfil the mandate of their lord: the devil. John 10 says that the thief, which is the devil, comes only to steal, kill and destroy.

Throughout the history of this world, there have been so many conflicts and wars. For a long time, the tribe or clan or even nation that controlled the seas or used their land armies strategically would emerge as conquerors. The prize was always land, which is a dominion. The Vikings, for example, were notorious for being conquerors of land, yet they were also masters of the sea. Their dominance of sea and land helped them to become such effective and dangerous invaders. Subsequently, history attests to how man has conquered the land, sea and air over thousands of years through inventions to travel, wage war, explore and navigate. Man has, of course, moved beyond the ‘air’ to reach out to space.  

Germany almost conquered the world during WW2 because of their power in the air. The Luftwaffe was formally created in 1935, but military aviation had existed in the shadows in Germany since the end of World War I. By the beginning of World War II, the Luftwaffe was arguably the best air force in the world, and its robust role within the combined-arms strategy utilised by German military planners allowed for the use of blitzkrieg tactics against overmatched Allied armies. The Luftwaffe proved instrumental in the German victories across Poland and Western Europe in 1939 and 1940. 

On land, there have been many great commanders who have marshalled troops to gain victory.  More than two centuries after his death, Napoleon Bonaparte’s battle plans are still studied in military schools all over the world, and some of his victories still fascinate the greatest army professionals.  Napoleon, for example, developed divisions and formed an army corps, which brought together the different arms under a single command while encouraging better cooperation between them. 

America these days are seen as a military superpower for it has become a master when it comes to warfare in the air, sea and land. So yes, air, sea and land have always been instrumental in waging war. And this is the same with the devil and the supernatural war.  It says in Psalm 146:6 that God made "heaven, and earth, the sea and all that is in them." Here we see three realms of creation and thus three realms of spiritual strongholds. Apart from these three realms, we are also fighting warfare on three fronts - these have been called the World, the flesh, and the Devil. The world and the devil seek for man to walk in the carnality of the flesh, succumbing to the fallen ways which are separated from God. A true believer must seek to walk in the ways of God (Romans 8), guarding and resisting the devil and not loving the world. 

No matter the nature of the spiritual war, the child of God does not have to fear. Unto God belongs all dominion. This includes earth, the sky, the waters, and space. This is underlined in the first Genesis chapters when God created the earth. Jesus teaches us to pray in Matthew 6 the following: “For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” All things belong to God. The Book of Jude says, “25 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.” At the appointed time, the devil will forever be shackled and thrown into the lake of fire. God is supreme; no one can stand against Him. For now, the spiritual war still rages, but in God is our victory. The battle belongs to Him and no one else.

The spiritual warfare in the three realms and on three fronts focuses primarily on the welfare of man who is spirit, soul and body. The dominions of the spirit, soul and body (thus also territories) are constantly under attack through the activity in the three realms, subjected to a barrage of influences and oppressions on the three fronts. Victory for the believer is thus one of discerning and understanding the three realms of spiritual activity, being fully aware of the influences of the devil, the world and the flesh, and always guarding the gates of the spirit, soul and body.

The reality is that the devil has set up a kingdom which operates in the realms of the air, water and land. Principalities and authorities as mentioned in Ephesians 6, are stationed in the air, along with the devil. They cannot be banished, but you can only wrestle with them until the allotted time for their doom. People are mostly under attack from land or water-bound demons, who seek to oppress and eventually possess. They can be driven out of people, as Jesus did with the demons who had possessed the man at the tombs. 

God knows the Evil One, knows how satan opposes Him, opposes God's people, how the devil slanders God and God's own to drive people from God. God considers it necessary, for the sake of our salvation, that we, too, know just who the Evil One and his demons are. God would not have us consider the Evil One to be some gentle old fool who wouldn't touch us, or some distant force that doesn't affect us. The devil would have us think it, to be sure, so that we might be easy prey for him. Jesus Christ calls Satan "the ruler of this world" (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). The apostle Paul is inspired to write that Satan is "the god of this world" (2 Corinthians 4:4). In Ephesians 6 that same apostle uses such threatening terms as "principalities", "powers", "the world rulers of this present darkness" (vs. 12) to make clear that Satan and his demons have great power. It is as if the apostle would press upon the church of all ages the truth that the Evil One is no harmless wimp, no powerless sulk; it is rather so that he has great power, can issue commands and receives obedience.

Yet, God remains unmatched in this fight. His disciples are armed with divine weapons of great power (2 Corinthians 10). Jesus makes mention again of the enemy’s position and great power in Revelation that He showed to John on Patmos. John is made to see that beast with ten horns and seven heads, that beast to whom the dragon (i.e. Satan) "gave his power and his throne and great authority" (Revelation 13:2). The intent of the beast is to organise the world powers behind him, to enlist in his service also the false prophet (the apostate preachers of the gospel), and so to unite mankind behind that one god of this world, that dragon, that Evil One. In his efforts to realise his goal, in his efforts to gather all mankind behind him, to glean worship from the whole earth, this Evil One and his beast leave no stone unturned: temptation, deception, force, slander, malicious accusations, lies, murders — all of it is used by this devil to attain that goal. 

It is interesting that at the end of days, the spiritual war will ultimately spill over to a physical war. And it will be fought on land, sea and air. Revelation 16 says, “12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” 

The word Armageddon is used generically today to refer to any type of catastrophic conflict, especially if it’s seen as likely to result in widespread destruction or the annihilation of human life. In the Bible, Armageddon refers to a climactic future battle between God and the forces of evil, as recorded in the book of Revelation. The word ultimately comes from the Hebrew word Har-Magedone, which means “Mount Megiddo,” the predicted location of the battle.

Revelation 16:12–16 is the record of what will happen toward the end of the tribulation, when an angel pours out the sixth bowl judgment on the earth. The word Armageddon makes its only appearance in the Bible in this passage. In Revelation 19:11–20, a final battle occurs at Christ’s second coming as the conquering Christ defeats the forces of the Antichrist. We take this to be a description of the Battle of Armageddon mentioned in Revelation 16.

The exact location of Armageddon is unclear because there is no mountain called Megiddo. However, since Har can also mean “hill,” the most likely location is the hill country surrounding the plain of Meggido, some sixty miles north of Jerusalem. Throughout history, armies have fought countless battles in that region: Egyptians, Assyrians, Greeks, Romans, and Crusaders fought in Megiddo, as well as the armies of Napoleon. Megiddo was the site of battles during World War I and the Arab-Israeli War of 1948. In the future, the plain of Megiddo and the nearby plain of Esdraelon will also be the focal point for the battle of Armageddon.

According to the futurist interpretation of Revelation, the Battle of Armageddon will be a real battle in the future, near the end of the tribulation. Demonic influences will cause the kings of the earth to gather their armies for an all-out assault on Jerusalem. The Antichrist will be leading the charge (Revelation 16:13–16). Jesus Christ will return to earth with the armies of heaven (Matthew 25:31; Revelation 19:14); His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4); He will defeat the forces of evil (Revelation 19:15–16); He will cast the Antichrist and the false prophet into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20); He will bind Satan; and He will set up His kingdom on earth for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1–6). At Armageddon, the Lord Jesus Christ “treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:19), and all things will be made right.

So yes, the spiritual battle that has been waging for a long time will ultimately manifest on the earth. Yet, the devil stands no chance. We read: “Woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath" (Revelation 12:12). So too are the words of Peter to be carefully heeded: "Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour" (1 Peter 5:8). Indeed, the devil wages war in the heavenlies, manoeuvring his in-numerable demons (cf Mark 5:9; Ephesians 6:12). We need to be aware of such a war, and how it will manifest on earth. By the way, the devil is the master influencer of most wars and conflicts, for he comes to steal and kill. The way we survive and overcome the spiritual war is the same way we overcome the physical end-of-times conflict – by abiding in Jesus. 

Many believers might have no role to play in the physical end-of-the-times battle, but for now, we are as God’s warriors called to arms in the spiritual war. We are called to battle the foe which dwells on land, in the air and sea. We are called to overcome and lead others out of darkness and into the light of God. The book of Jude says, “20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, [j]making a distinction; 23 but others save [k]with fear, pulling them out of the [l]fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.”

Indeed, the ‘army’ of the devil who occupy the realms of the sea, air and land are presented not as operating simply in faraway places. As mentioned, these demons are presented as being active in the air (Ephesians 2:2; 6:12). They, like angels, are spirits, are as such invisible, can be anywhere. We also know that certain angels in the beginning left their proper dwelling (Jude 6). This same text also tells us of God's immediate response to the fall of these angels. Says Jude: these fallen angels "have been kept by (God) in eternal chains in the nether gloom until the judg­ment of the great day." With those words, the Lord tells His church that the Evil One and his demons did not, on the day of their revolt, break free from God's sovereign control; rather, God straightaway bound some disobedient angels so that they were restricted in their activities. Jude speaks of chains being used to bind these demons, and the reference to chains makes clear that God permits these demons to do certain things and no more, to go so far and no further. So it is that neither the Evil One himself, nor his demons, can do a thing without God permitting it. 

Revelation 9 says, “1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.” Take note, here we see how these locusts (demons) were abiding in a pit, which is a domain. We read how the scorpions have power on earth, meaning these demons operate within the earthly realm. Indeed, the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of the occult is far more exciting, frightening and real than a science fiction story!

The Lord would indeed have His church know well who satan is to be adequately armed against the "wiles of the devil" (Ephesians 6:11); God, after all, made the human race responsible. At the same time, though, the Lord of the church does not wish His people to live in fear of a defeated enemy. Satan is dependent on God for existence and must do what the Lord would have him do. This fallen angel with his cronies must fulfil the purpose for which they were initially created; the devil and his demons must add to the glory of God in heaven.

Victorious Christian reigns supreme
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