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Preface
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The Essence of God:

The Bible is God’s amazing story. The Bible shows us that God has a beautiful plan, not just to rescue us, but to make us more and more like Jesus Christ. When we believe that Jesus died for our sins and rose again, we become part of His “forever family”! 

The more we learn about who He really is, the closer we grow to Him, the safer we feel in His love, and the stronger we become to live the adventure He has for us.
This is the beginning of Soren’s big journey. Across these ten books, Soren and Grandpa Eli will discover ten beautiful truths about God’s Essence: 
• Righteousness • Justice • Love • Sovereignty

• Eternal Life • Omniscience • Omnipresence

• Omnipotence • Immutability • Veracity

Join Soren and Grandpa Eli as they explore each of these treasures. Together they will learn that the more we understand who God is, the more we become like our Savior, Jesus. God wants to shape our hearts to reflect His character, to love like He loves, to be faithful like He is faithful, and to trust Him in every part of our lives. Are you ready for the adventure? Let’s begin!
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Soren loved going to the old farmer’s market with Grandpa Eli. His favorite stop was the fruit stand with the big brass balance scales.
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One sunny Saturday, the warm morning sun bathed the farmer’s market in golden light as Grandpa Eli and Soren walked under the colorful red awnings. Baskets of shiny red apples, bright carrots, and fresh greens overflowed from the wooden stalls. They wove between the stalls until they reached a fruit stand with the shiny red apples.
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Soren picked out the juiciest looking apple and watched as the farmer place a shiny red apple on one side of the brass scale and added small engraved weights to the other side. When the scale balanced perfectly, the farmer smiled and said, “One dollar, please.”
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Grandpa Eli pointed to the scale. “This old scale always reminds me of something very important about God — His justice.”

Soren looked up, eyes wide with wonder. “What does justice mean, Grandpa? Is it just... being fair?”

Grandpa Eli smiled and adjusted his cap. 

“That’s a great question, Soren. Justice is being right, good, and fair to everyone so things stay balanced and peaceful. It means treating people the way you would want to be treated, like making sure the strong protect the weak. It’s fixing things when someone gets hurt or treated badly.”
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“Think of it like this: when you do something wrong — like calling someone a name, hurting their feelings, or only thinking of yourself — it’s like putting a heavy weight on one side of the scale. It makes everything unbalanced and unfair for the other person. 

“But when you say sorry and do what you can to make it right, the scale balances again. That’s justice, making things fair and putting them back the way they should be.”

[image: ]

He ruffled Soren’s hair. “This old scale helps us understand. When the two sides are perfectly balanced, that’s justice. Justice is what makes the world feel right and fair. It’s like a superhero power that helps us all get along and be kind! When something feels unfair, that’s the opposite of justice. Good people—like judges, teachers, parents, and even you—try to choose justice every day.”
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Grandpa Eli’s voice grew deeper and warmer. “The Bible shows us the best picture of justice, because it comes from God Himself. In Deuteronomy He is called ‘the Rock... upright and just.’  And in Psalms we learn that ‘righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne’. God is just and He loves justice. He shows no favoritism which means He doesn’t pick favorites or treat one person better than another. He protects the weak, punishes wrong, and makes things right, balancing the scale. That is who God is at His very core.” (Deuteronomy 32:4), (Psalm 89:14)
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Grandpa pointed to the scale. “Our sin is like a heavy weight on one side of God’s scales, just like that apple. All our best good works are like filthy rags, and they can’t balance the scale. The Bible tells us the wages of sin is death, and God’s justice demands that the full price be paid. Because God is just, He must judge sin. (Isaiah 64:6), (Romans 6:23)
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“But in His great love, He sent Jesus to take the judgement we deserve. On the cross, Jesus paid the full price for every sin of every person who has ever lived or ever will live. Think of our sin sitting on one side of the scale where the apple is, and Jesus’ perfect righteousness, like shining gold weights, on the other side. The scale balances perfectly! God the Judge says, ‘Death is owed,’ and Jesus says, ‘Here is the payment, my life instead of theirs.’
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“God, the perfect Judge declares, ‘Paid in full!’

“When we trust in Jesus and believe in Him, the heavy weight of our sin is lifted. We are now justified, which means we are made right with God. Even though we were guilty, God now sees us covered with Jesus’ righteousness.”
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Soren’s eyes grew wide. “That’s amazing.”

Grandpa Eli placed a gentle hand on Soren’s shoulder as they stood before the scale. “That is what justice is, little buddy. God’s perfect balance.”
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Later that evening, back in Grandpa Eli’s cozy library, the fire crackled softly. Grandpa opened his Bible. 

“Let me tell you about a man named Zacchaeus,” Grandpa said with a smile. “He was someone who didn’t always treat other people fairly... but that was going to change after he met Jesus.” 

Soren settled down in front of the fire as Grandpa told the story of Zacchaeus and how meeting Jesus taught him about justice. 
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Long ago, there was a man named Zacchaeus who worked as a
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