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Introduction

[image: s.tif]ure, you’re crazy about your dog. Your grandparents might have kept Rover chained up behind the garage and fed him some crap kibble, but you wouldn’t do that kind of thing any more than you would paddle your child or dine on boiled, well, hotdogs.

The dog universe has changed radically since Rover’s day. Dog ownership is at an all-time high, with more households including dogs than children under eighteen. Half of dog owners consider their dogs to be equal members of the family, 75 percent say they’d go into debt for their dogs, and over 90 percent would risk their lives to save their dogs.

We’ve become more enlightened in recent years about the lives of animals, more sensitive to their rights and their emotions, and more conscious of their importance to our well-being. At the same time, more of us delay marriage, get divorced, live alone, put off having kids, or decide not to have them at all. Which all adds up to our dogs assuming greater importance in our lives.

And so Rover isn’t called Rover or one of those objectifying, marginalizing names anymore: he’s called Rufus—or Lola or Max or Sadie or one of the other human names that dominate the canine Top 10.

Rufus doesn’t stay home alone all day whining at squirrels; instead, he and Max and Sadie go to doggie day care, where they’re fed organic chow and videotaped for the benefit of their human parents.

Behavioral problems? You take your dog to a trainer—or maybe a canine shrink.

Rufus was Princess Leia for Halloween (he has some gender issues that the testicular implants and the meat-flavored Prozac didn’t really begin to address). His favorite treats are the pink, frosted martini-shaped ones, though if he doesn’t cut back he may have to slim down with a regimen of low-carb food and yoga.

And okay, he sleeps in your bed, but you never let him put his head on the pillow and crawl under the covers.

Or at least that’s what you tell everybody because you don’t want them to think you’ve crossed the line from being crazy about your dog to just crazy.

The thing is, it’s really hard in our over-the-top dog culture to tell exactly where that line is. Is it reasonable to bake your pooch those sweet potato muffins she loves, but crazy to turn her vegetarian? Is it normal to have your pet professionally photographed, but crazy to buy her dogcentric music—played via special dog-sensitive speakers—that you can’t even hear?

To help you judge, we’ve laid out the range of possibilities—from endearingly loopy to scarily nuts—on topics from hairstyles to health treatments, celebrities to death. Where do you put yourself? And what about all those other dog people? I guarantee that no matter how crazy you may have gotten about your dog, there’s somebody crazier out there. Much, much crazier.

The bottom line may be that no matter how far you go, it makes no difference to Rufus. Whether you string diamonds or a plastic collar around his neck, whether you feed him Kobe beef or Grandpa’s stale kibble, he’s going to love you just as madly. And in the face of that kind of insane devotion, can anything we do truly be called crazy?
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What, you’re letting your dog go out like that? With all the new grooming and fashion products and styles around, dog owners can’t just let their dogs run around uncombed, unpolished, naked. Pet Fashion Weeks in New York and Japan feature runway shows, design and grooming competitions, and exhibition halls full of new ideas. Here are the major canine style trends in both beauty and fashion.

Beauty

Spa Menu

Used to be, taking your dog to the groomer meant a quick bath, a session with the clippers, and a pet who looked like a newly shorn Marine but at least no longer smelled of skunk. Now, though, the array of possible treatments is much more luxurious, with real canine spa menus offering the following options:


•	Pawdicure. Nail smoothing, pad/elbow treatment, colored pawlish, and even a glittery topcoat or stick-ons that can make your dog look just like that slutty checkout girl at ShopRite.

•	Soothing hot oil soak. Why merely condition your pet’s coat when you can soak him in a vat of hot oil? No wait, that doesn’t sound good. Whatever: this is recommended for itching and allergies.

•	Anal gland expression. Is your dog “scooting” his bottom or doing an unusual amount of embarrassing licking? Then anal gland expression may be in order, and yes, it’s exactly what it sounds like. External or internal expression of the anal glands releases a substance that can cause unpleasant odor or discomfort for your dog. And really, just the fact that someone will do this for $10, the price at most salons we surveyed, should be enough to make you get it, whether your dog needs it or not.

•	Sanitary trim. Basically, a doggie Brazilian.
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Why should you, or your dog, be the only one to get a pedicure? Better idea: Matching toenails!






•	Hydrosurge bubble bath. Aromatherapy bath—calming scents include lavender, geranium, and carrot seed—with jet-spray rinse.

•	Deep cleansing facial scrub. You, you probably just wash your face at night. But for your pet, a special blend of plant extracts including chamomile, calendula, eucalyptus, mint, aloe vera, and green tea can hydrate, soothe, and wash away unsightly stains.

•	Fresh blueberry facial. So the plant extracts weren’t good enough? The blueberry facial is extra gentle and, we assume, guaranteed not to actually stain your dog blue.

•	Oatmeal and brown sugar exfoliating facial scrub. A hypoallergenic exfoliating scrub made especially for dry skin is applied to the face as the client—yep, that’s your dog—sits under a gentle steam lamp for ten to fifteen minutes, not, we repeat not, trying to lick the oatmeal and brown sugar off her face, just sitting there patiently while the steam opens her pores and the technician, maybe even the same technician who performs the anal expressions, extracts impurities with gentle face massage.

•	Mud treatment. Mud mask or bath treatment covering either just the face or the entire coat to nourish, detoxify, exfoliate, and soothe. They tell you they use special mud that contains jojoba, olive, and macadamia oils, which of course is much, much different from just letting your dog go outside and roll around in a puddle for half an hour—isn’t it?

•	Perfume spray. You have a wide choice of signature scents for your dog, from Aroma Organic Pawfume in papaya and coconut to faux designer brands like Arfmani.

•	Full dental treatment. Brushing, tooth and gum treatment, tartar control. For the dog who’s too damn lazy to do it himself.




CRAZY? Walking Your Panda

The trend in China: Groom your dog to look like a panda—or a turtle or a tiger. Anything but a dog. Is it happening here? At fancy grooming shows, yes, though we’ve yet to spot one walking down the street—at least as far as we know.





Hairstyles

What do dogs have plenty of? Hair! Which makes it the most logical area for adornment. It may be as out as a mullet to clip your dog’s hair close while leaving pompons at her tail and feet, but the following haircuts and hair treatments are in:


•	Hair dye. Just like people hair coloring, hair dye for dogs comes in permanent, semipermanent, and wash out, in a range of colors from natural looking to green and purple. Use all over your dog’s body or on select places: magenta ears, anyone?




•	Spray-on color. Want to fashion bright flowers on your dog’s backside? Then temporary spray-on color may be the answer.

•	Henna. For that natural redhead look.

•	Colored chalk or BLOpens. In case you’re not the parent of a six-year-old and are not familiar with BLOpens, these are nontoxic markers with an attached tube you blow through to create an airbrushed effect.

•	Extensions. Feathered, beaded, braided, or brightly colored.

•	Creative haircuts. Mohawks, spikes, and fades.

•	Dreadlocks.

•	Backcombing and bouffants.

•	Wigs. Long and flowing or short and spiky, blond or bright green.
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Wigs are proof that a dog can never have too much hair.




•	Glitter, pompons, plastic flowers. All can be glued on safely with school glue.

•	Messy. As with humans, messy “I’m too cool to comb my hair” hair is cool. And may be had with no effort on your part at all.





Tattoos

While there are reports of dogs themselves being decoratively tattooed—and temporary pet tattoos are available for that edgy night on the town—most dog owners find the practice unethical. The animal has to be sedated, which carries its own dangers, and has no desire to be tattooed.


CRAZY? Just a Little Botox around the Balls, Please

While the Humane Society opposes surgery done for purely cosmetic reasons and the American Kennel Club bans physically altered dogs from competition, there is one area where dog cosmetic surgery is catching on: testicular implants.

You heard right. The idea is that ball implants will bolster Buddy’s self-esteem after neutering and make him feel just like the other dogs. And lest you think this is










[image: img9.png]















[image: img11.jpeg]

[image: img10.jpeg]

[image: img12.jpeg]



[image: img13.png]





[image: img14.png] 


















[image: img16.png]

[image: img15.png]































[image: img17.png]
















[image: img18.png]






























[image: 4292.jpg]





[image: 4292.jpg]





[image: 4292.jpg]





[image: 4292.jpg]





[image: 4292.jpg]










OEBPS/image/cover.jpg
>






OEBPS/image/img15_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/img7_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/image/dot8_fmt.png






OEBPS/image/img12_fmt.jpeg
Accessories
NONSKID DOG SOCKS

RUBY SLIPPERS,
FOUR TO A PACK

CANVAS HIGH-TOPS
WITH FAUX LACES

BONE-SHAPED CHARM
THAT SPELLS OUT
“DIVA” OR “STUD"
IN RHINESTONES

DOG COLLAR WITH
CROSS OR STAR OF DAVID

MAGNETIC FAKE
DIAMOND STUD EARRINGS

DOUBLE-STRAND PINK
PEARL NECKLACE

DOGGLES—K9 OPTICS SUN-
GLASSES WITH RHINESTO
HEART OR PAW PRINT DE-
TAIL-AS SEEN IN BEVERLY
HILLS CHIHUAHUA
BANDANNA THAT SAYS
“BITCH MAGNET"
STRAW BONNET WITH FAUX
FLOWERS AND LACE

LED SPORTS CAP THAT
READS “FOOTBALL,"
“BASEBALL," OR “SOCCER"
AND LIGHTS UP TO MAKE
YOUR DOG EASIER TO FIND
IN THE DARK

HYDRATION BACKPACK
THAT INCLUDES TWO
REFILLABLE WATER

POUCHES—ONE FOR YOUR

DOG AND ONE FOR YOU!
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