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            As a Christian believer, take heed that, there are different characters of friends that shall form part of your life; either to uplift your life, or drain you. There are as well, different characters of enemies that you will meet in your life, and they may add value to your destiny or totally shut down everything about your destiny.  In your spiritual walk with God, be sensitive in spirit as to who is who is in your friendship corner; the nature, character, and their stand as far as Godly kingdom is concerned. Not all who call you a friend means it, and not all you regard as enemies are totally bad for your mission in life. Enemies usually give you a picture of an adversary, and the belief is to distance yourself from them as much as possible lest you get harmed or destroyed. Note well! Not all enemies are for your demise or destruction, and not all friends for your good.
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1.0.Friendship

As a child of great destiny, life is all about relationships, and it is these relationships that make some of you weep, celebrate or be condemned to disappointment, failure and at times premature death through friends you come along in life. As much as there are different characters of friends that shall form part of your life; either to uplift your life or edify it, there are different characters of enemies too, that will do otherwise if you come across them in your life. In your spiritual walk with God, you should never take it lightly as to who is in your friendship corner; the nature, character, and their stand as far as Godly kingdom principles are concerned. Not all who call you friends mean it, and not all you regard as enemies are totally bad for your mission in life. 

Visionwisecapital.com on an article, “The Three C’s of Friendship,” states that, ‘...friendships can be reassessed and made more meaningful by properly categorizing them to match their importance...There are many ways to categorize friendships. I recall having dinner with Darren Hardy, professional mentor, and former publisher of Success Magazine. He shared a categorization of friends that I found funny at the time, but so resourceful in context.  He said there are “3-minute friends”, “3-hour friends”, and “3-day friends”. He described each friend category as being valuable to a person’s life, but only if properly categorized. The co-worker who exchanges a dialogue around last week’s football game, but with no responsibility to inquire about anything more substantive in your personal life is a 3-minute friend.  And that can be good! But, rest assured, you do not want to go on a weekend, one-on-one camping trip with a three-minute friend. That would not only be uncomfortable, it could be relationally painful. A different way of categorizing friendship is by applying “The Three C’s”.  There are three basic types of people with whom you interact: Constituents, Comrades, and Confidants,’ (visionwisecapital.com, 2020, cited in TD. Jakes, 2014).

1.1.Confidante Friendship

One of a friend you will come across in life is a confidant. A confidant is a close ally or friend you can count on come rain or shine. With a confidant on your side, you feel at home as you have an individual with whom you choose to disclose your personal, and intimate matters to.  A confidante loves you for who you are, as what bothers you, bothers him too. As a life time friend, he will tell you the truth, even if you do not want to hear or bear with it. For you to inherit your kingdom blessings, a confidante is the key, you need him, and value such a relationship. Remember that, he is such a very intimate ally, who does not hang with your enemies. His association is more of mental and physical health benefits to you, as you hold high this individual. 

Visionwisecapital.com continues to say, ‘Confidants ... are so powerfully special that no matter what, whether you show a frailty or a strength, they treat you with an expectation of greatness! You will have very few of them, and that’s okay. If you have just two or three of these in your lifetime, you are an exception.  And since there is only so much time and energy to meaningfully reciprocate this level of relational privilege, you cannot effectively be responsible to more than just a few Confidants anyway... Confidants are those people in your life who are truly for you!  For you! Confidant’s love you unconditionally. They are into you. Whether you are up or down, right or wrong.  They are with you for the long haul. If you get into a mess, they will get into the messiness with you. You can open up and share anything with them without feeling judged.  You can trust them so much that you can be who you are with them the way you would be when you are by yourself. You never become all that you can be in life until you find your Confidant. Though they may not always agree with you, they will always have your back, seeking to help you become the best version of yourself in all things...the beauty behind the Confidant is that this person is for you!’ (visionwisecapital.com, 2020, cited in TD. Jakes, 2014).

Hence you hold him high in the sense that, you have high mutuality and trust upon him, and he is of greater value, thus the personal significant relationship you share with him. A confidant is equally seen as someone who protects your secrets, and involves minimal lying or no lying at all against you, no backbiting or betrayals. With a confidant, you look forward to an enriched lifestyle, and a stress free relationship as you have someone whom you can off load most if not all your burdens to, thus share the same burden, and relief where it matters most. It is not surprising that most confidants are more of the opposite sex in family setups; spouses or other family members, other than someone outside of the family structure network. Non-familial confidants do surface at times at the work place, political parties, business partnership, at church set ups or any organization where individuals have a common goal, mission and vision.

––––––––
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1.2.The relationship of Jesus Christ and Apostle John

Biblically, true confidantes stand by one another whereby trust and loyalty mattered most. Thus so much responsibility is expected in turn from each confidant to be a shoulder to lean on in critical times. One interesting confidant relationship was that of Jesus Christ and Apostle John. John, ‘The disciple Jesus loved,’ was born and raised in Capernaum; a professional fisherman turned disciple of Jesus. He was an evangelist and a scripture author of the family tree of Zebedee, his father, a prosperous Galilean fisherman. Salome was her mother, and follower of Jesus, who interceded with Jesus on behalf of her sons, and was present at the Crucifixion of Jesus. James was his brother, a professional fisherman and a disciple of Jesus too. John was Jesus' closest friend and pillar of strength of the early church, and single handedly wrote the Gospel of John, the book of Acts, the letters of 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and the book of Revelation. His name is mentioned in all the four Gospels, thus he was such a powerful figure in the things of God. 

You will note that, John’s Hebrew name, Yohanan, means ‘God has been gracious.’ Indeed, God was gracious to John; from a professional fisherman to a disciple of Jesus, an evangelist, and a scripture author was an extra-ordinary feat. John never looked back when Jesus called them to follow him into full-time discipleship. Together with his brother, and their partnership with brothers Peter and Andrew, they had left their fishing business to be anchor support to Jesus’s ministry. As a follower of Jesus, John witnessed many of his master’s early miracles and teachings. Always at the feet of Jesus, witnessing various miracles and listening to such teachings as the Sermon on the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17v1-13, no doubt, it prepared John for the bigger stage. Thus he ultimately formed an inner circle of close disciples to Jesus’s earthly ministry, among others; Peter, and James. With Jesus having confidence in John, he was privileged to be at the raising of the daughter of Jairus, hence witnessed the Lord God’s raw power over death. John was again on the Mount of Transfiguration, where he and his two companions saw Jesus revealed in his glory. 

It was an awesome revelation that he heard the voice of God the father testify that Jesus was his son in whom he was well pleased. He and his two colleagues accompanied Jesus on the Mount of Olives for his final prophecy about the last days. During Jesus' agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, he was nearby as his master and savior began his great work of Atonement. In walking with John and his brother, Jesus knew from onset how powerful they would become in his ministry. At some stage in Luke 9v51-56, they had sought permission from Jesus whether they should call down fire upon a village of Samaritans who had rejected Jesus, thus the tittle Boanerges, or ‘sons of thunder,’ that Jesus gave them. From this tittle, you could tell how Jesus Christ mattered to them, and how energized they were for the things of God. Jesus saw in him, a very strong willed confidant in anticipation of the powerful witness he would be in his ministry.

It goes to say that, from tradition, and in line with references in restoration scriptures,John was identified as being the anonymous ‘disciple whom Jesus loved.’ With his zeal for Jesus Christ’s ministry, it is likely that, he could have been the ‘other disciple’ who, along with Andrew, had been a follower of John the Baptist and got his testimony that Jesus was the Lamb of God as seen in John 1v35-40. Always in the vicinity of where Jesus was, it is certainly that he was the disciple who kept Peter’s company after Jesus’s arrest and helped Peter secure access to the court of the high priest as seen in John 18v15-16, “And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in.” 

In scrutinizing the Gospel of John, it becomes clear as to how John the beloved disciple stood out as a confidant of the Jesus, along with some other beloveds as Martha, Lazarus, and Mary. John 11v3 says, ‘So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, the one you love is very sick.’” Jesus’s love as expressed to John, is seen as well in John 11v5 towards his other beloveds, “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” For all these four, the word ‘love’ has been often used to describe how core they were to Jesus. You will realize that, it’s in the same Gospel of John that, John’s position at the table during the Last Supper talked volumes of his being a confidante to Jesus Christ. That did not only reflect honor, but how also close the two were, towards one another. Every moment Jesus found himself in, John was close by as you will recall that, he in company of others; stood at the foot of the cross to witness Jesus’s death for your sins. The same John sped to the tomb after the resurrection to verify that indeed, it was empty, and he personal saw the resurrected Lord and savior Jesus. So you will agree that, as confidante, it can be concluded why he was a powerful eyewitness of the most important events of Jesus’s mission such as his presence at the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, the empty tomb, and in his master Jesus’s final appearance at the Sea of Galilee.

You will recall that on the cross of Calvary, Jesus entrusted the care of his mother, Mary, a particular unnamed disciple, and that was probably John, who housed her into his home as seen in John 19v26-27, ‘When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son.” And to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.’ For many years that followed after Jesus Christ’s resurrection, John served the church in Jerusalem as an apostle, before moving to work in the church of God at Ephesus, and later exiled to the island of Patmos. From his serving at the feet of Jesus Christ, it can be concluded that, he was especially loyal to his master, and believe you me, the only one out of the twelve apostles present at the cross during crucifixion. He indeed, served crucial roles as his witness, as a church leader, and as a revelator. A true confidante indeed, he later teamed up with Peter after Pentecost to preach the gospel fearlessly in Jerusalem, suffering beatings and imprisonment in the long run. Having fully embraced Jesus’s language, John moved from the quick-tempered Son of Thunder to the compassionate apostle of love, a remarkable transformation indeed. That was simply because, he experienced the unconditional love of his master firsthand, and thus he could preach that love in his gospel and letters to Jesus’s subjects.

John supposedly outlived all of the other disciples and later died of old age at Ephesus. His gospel put emphasis in that; Jesus was the Christ, God’s son, who was sent by God the father to take away the sins on mankind. Seen from the same viewpoint, the three synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke sound the same, but John’s gospel stand out different. John sees Jesus as the son of God, sent on a mission by God the father to take away your sins. Throughout his Gospel, symbolic titles for Jesus, such as; the resurrection and the life, Lamb of God, the bread of life

[image: ]























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
3 TYPES OF FRIENDS &
3 TYPES OF ENEMIES
TO KEEP AN EYEON

\» {Iharles Sam_S@’.sa ]






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





