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This book is dedicated to my dear sister Yvonne, who
was the first of my siblings to come to personally know God, and of
whom the following is true:

“And all the people would get up early in the
morning to come to Him in the temple to listen to Him.”

Luke 21:38

















CONTENTS

Introduction

God’s Letter To The Philippians

Chapter One

1:1-30

Chapter Two

2:1-30

Chapter Three

3:1-21

Chapter Four

4:1-23

Addendum A

The four ages of time

Addendum B

The two comings from Heaven to earth of God’s
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ

Addendum C

For those who may not as yet know God

The Next Book

End Page







INTRODUCTION

This is the
tenth book in the series titled, “The Word of God Library.” God is
leading His servant to have a few commentaries published which are
the result of almost 40 years of study, combined with practical
experience. And while these commentaries are expository in nature
(that is, explained in some detail), they are still intended to be
devotional, heartwarming, and as practical as possible, to help
believers live out their faith in these last days of the present
age.

It should also be noted that there are also
three sections to the Addendum at the back of the book. Addendum A
is a brief outline of the four ages of time; Addendum B is a brief
outline of the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, in time; and then Addendum C is a
gospel presentation for how one may have a personal relationship
with God, for any readers who might not yet have this vital
relationship. It is highly recommended that one start with the
Addendum before one begins to read the book.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction is that after completing 21 years of formal
education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project
Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of a couple of
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been and is still serving
Him as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the two websites listed below,
which have been established for the purpose of interacting with
readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to your every
need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor,
and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.







CHAPTER ONE

Philippians 1:1-30

Philippians 1:1,2, God’s opening remarks

As we begin God’s Letter To The Philippians,
let us keep in mind that this is a letter from the heart and mind
of God to believers here on earth, also keeping in mind that God
always has a purpose for what He has made known in written form,
and which has now become part of His eternal word to us. And so,
let us note God’s opening remarks here at Philippians 1:1,2, “[1]
Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the
saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers
and deacons: [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

God begins by identifying “Paul,” as being
the one chosen by God to write down this letter for us, with this
of course being the apostle Paul, whom we see God call and send out
at Acts 13:1-4, along with Barnabas, further seeing from Acts 14:14
that both are there referred to as ‘apostles,’ which means ‘one
sent out.’ Then as to “Timothy,” he was a young man (1 Timothy
4:12) from Lystra (Acts 16:1), who was already a believer (2
Timothy 1:5), whom the apostle Paul chooses to join him in his
travels in the preaching of the gospel.

Both are referred to by God here at verse 1:1
as being “bond-servants of Christ Jesus,” where we need to see that
a ‘bond-servant’ was a believer who was in voluntary service to
God, out of love for Him, which was based on the literal
master-slave relationship that God mentions at Deuteronomy
15:12,16,17, where we read, “[12] If your kinsman, a Hebrew man or
woman, is sold to you, then he shall serve you six years, but in
the seventh year you shall set him free… [16] It shall come about
if he says to you, ‘I will not go out from you,’ because he loves
you and your household, since he fares well with you; [17] then you
shall take an awl and pierce it through his ear into the door, and
he shall be your servant forever. Also you shall do likewise to
your maidservant.” Therefore, a bond-servant is any believer who is
in voluntary service to God out of love for Him!

Then in the rest of verse 1:1 God makes known
who the initial recipients of this letter were, which as we see
here consisted of not only “all the saints,” that is, all the
believers making up the local church at Philippi, but also two
groups which God then identifies among them, that being “the
overseers,” as those who had the spiritual oversight, and the
“deacons,” as those who looked after the temporal affairs of the
local church. If one compares Titus 1:5 with Titus 1:7, one clearly
sees that the “overseers” are in reality the “elders” of the local
church. God gives the qualifications for overseers (elders) and
deacons at 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

It is from Acts 16:1-8 that we see the
apostle Paul come to a city named Lystra (in present day Turkey),
accompanied by a companion in ministry named Silas, and from there
selected a young believer named Timothy to join him on his travels.
Then from Acts 16:9-40, we see the apostle Paul come to Philippi
with Silas and Timothy, which was when the local church was
established after some became believers (Lydia and the jailer, plus
their households) through the gospel being preached to them (noting
1 Corinthians 15:1-4). So let us note what God tells us about
Philippi at Acts 16:12, “and from there to Philippi, which is a
leading city of the district of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we
were staying in this city for some days.” The “district of
Macedonia” mentioned here was at that time part of the country of
Greece and still is today.

And the fact that the local church at
Philippi had “overseers and deacons” meant that it was now fully
established in that city. What this further means is that the
apostle Paul is here being led of God to write this letter quite a
few years later from when he first went there. If we look ahead in
this letter to the Philippians, we there see from Philippians
1:7,13,14,17 that the apostle Paul talks about “my imprisonment,”
which means he was now in prison when he was led of God to write
down this letter. Then we further notice from verse 1:13 that the
apostle Paul speaks of “the praetorian guard,” which are the
soldiers chosen to provide protection for the Roman Emperor; and
from verse 4:22 he mentions “Caesar’s household,” which is clear
evidence that the apostle Paul had to be in prison in Rome when he
was led of God to write down and then send them this letter!

Then we note that God closes His opening
remarks by making a familiar statement at verse 1:2, “Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,” which
occurs often in letters that God has sent believers in the New
Testament. And there is a very good reason for this, for “grace”
and “peace” are two things that we became conscious of as coming
from God The Father through His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, at the
moment of our salvation, which we had never experienced before! Let
us note what God tells us in this regard at Romans 5:1,2, “[1]
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have PEACE with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, [2] through whom also we have
obtained our introduction by faith into this GRACE in which we
stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.” Both “grace” and
“peace” are the immediate result of our sins having been all
forgiven us as The Holy Spirit came to indwell our human spirit and
simultaneously started imparting to us God’s own eternal life for
us to live by!

Philippians 1:3-5, the apostle Paul is
thankful to God for the Philippians’ participation with him in the
furtherance of the gospel

As we continue, we note that the apostle Paul
is led to express his thankfulness to God for the fact that these
believers in this local church at Philippi were willing to help in
his God-given ministry of sharing the gospel, as is now clear from
what we read at Philippians 1:3-5, “[3] I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, [4] always offering prayer with joy in
my every prayer for you all, [5] in view of your
participation in the gospel from the first day until now.”

If we ask ourselves here ‘how’ these
believers were involved in the apostle Paul’s gospel ministry, we
only need to turn to what we later read at Philippians 4:15,16 to
find the answer, “[15] You yourselves also know, Philippians, that
at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no
church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you
alone; [16] for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once
for my needs.” In other words, by supporting the apostle Paul’s
gospel ministry through their financial gifts being sent to him,
they were becoming sharers in his ministry of seeing precious souls
come to personally know God through faith in His Son, fruit to God
that would last for all eternity!

And before going too far here, we need to be
aware exactly what the “gospel” is that God has in view here and
throughout His word, which is always God’s ‘good news’ that He has
made known to mankind, and which is centered in His Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ! Let us note Romans 1:1-4 to begin with here, “[1]
Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set
apart for THE GOSPEL OF GOD, [2] which He promised beforehand
through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, [3] CONCERNING HIS
SON, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,
[4] who was declared THE SON OF GOD with power by the resurrection
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, JESUS CHRIST
OUR LORD…”

Let us then notice another passage where God
expands on this and is even more specific in His focus, which is
what we read at 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, “[1] Now I make known to you,
brethren, THE GOSPEL which I preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, [2] BY WHICH YOU ARE SAVED, if
you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed
in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first importance what I
also received, that CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS according to the
Scriptures, [4] and that HE WAS BURIED, and that HE WAS RAISED ON
THE THIRD DAY according to the Scriptures…” So that is why Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John are referred to as “The gospel according to…,”
simply because in each of these gospel accounts, God’s precious
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, is clearly shown as dying on the cross,
being buried, and then rising from the dead the third day!

The fact that the apostle Paul says at
Philippians 1:5, “your participation in the gospel from the first
day until now,” meant that since the time this local church had
been established, it had not stopped supporting the apostle Paul’s
ministry. As an evangelist, I can testify to the blessing it is
when people voluntarily give to this ministry, or even when they
say that they are praying for me and the ministry.

However, there is a downside to this at
times, as any minister can tell you who has been in ministry for
any length of time. For instance, at times there are some who do
not give to the ministry with pure motives, but rather are looking
for something in return, this especially being true when the givers
are fairly large donors. What I have found in all cases is that
such givers will stop giving when they see that you are not willing
to go along with their schemes. The important thing to remember is
that every ministry that is of God will be supported by God, in
every way needful, that is, in meeting every possible need that may
arise in the ministry, for the simple reason that it is of God in
the first place! And so, every minister in ministry should learn to
depend wholly on God at the beginning of one’s ministry, for
whenever one depends on human beings, there will be
disappointments!

And if some are confused here in the fact
that at the time of Paul God had apostles sharing the gospel and
now He has evangelists doing so, then we need to grasp the
TRANSITION from the FOUNDATION STAGE of the present third age,
which God makes reference to at Ephesians 2:20, “having been built
on THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, Christ Jesus
Himself being the corner stone,” to today, noting now what God
further discloses at Ephesians 4:11, “And He gave some as apostles,
and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
(the proper Biblical term here is ‘shepherds’) and teachers.” What
we are to grasp here then is that during the foundation stage of
the present third age started at Acts 2 with the coming of The Holy
Spirit to indwell the believers, which was fifty days after the
death of God’s Son in 33 AD, and lasted until every letter of the
New Testament had been given by God at approximately 100 AD!

Since then, meaning since 100 AD until today,
God no longer has apostles, as these have been replaced by
evangelists, and God no longer has prophets, these have been
replaced by shepherd/teachers! This therefore means that since that
time, God has been raising men – and they are males – as elders,
who have the spiritual oversight of local churches everywhere on
earth, and these elders – and there is always a minimum of two –
will either be gifted of God as an evangelist or as a
shepherd/teacher!

Philippians 1:6, a profound declaration of
God’s Sovereignty

Then at Philippians 1:6, the apostle Paul is
led of God to make a very profound statement regarding the
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD at verse 1:6, as we now there read, “For I am
confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” Ever since
becoming a child of God forty years ago, this has always been one
of my favorite verses, simply because it is a clear declaration to
the child of God that God is in full control of one’s life, from
the beginning of it at the time of salvation, right until this age
ends, which is at the first stage of the second coming of God’s
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, which is here referred to as “the day
of Christ Jesus,” which is the event that God has in view at 1
Thessalonians 4:14-17.

As the apostle Paul states here, he had full
confidence, which was God-given, that God, Who had saved these
precious souls as a work of His grace and power alone, would
continue His “good work in you” in that He would even “perfect it”
to the end. The word “perfect” here means to accomplish, to
complete. In other words then, we can be sure as believers – and
this applies to each and every one individually – that God Who
saved us will bring to completion all He has purposed to do
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