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    To every woman who ever gave too much, stayed too long, or silenced her voice to be loved—This is for you.May you always remember that your worth is not found in who chooses you,but in the God who already has.
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Prologue
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I didn’t set out to lose myself.

It started with a smile. A heartbeat. A whispered promise that love would be enough. That if I just tried harder, prayed longer, stayed softer—everything would work out.

But slowly, I disappeared. Not all at once. Piece by piece. A compromise here. A silence there. Until one day, I looked in the mirror and didn’t recognize the girl staring back at me.

I thought choosing love meant choosing someone else. But I forgot to choose me. I forgot to choose God.

This story isn’t just about heartbreak. It’s about awakening. It’s about the quiet unraveling of a woman who thought she was strong—but realized her strength had been rooted in pleasing others. And it’s about the beautiful, painful, holy process of coming home—to faith, to family, and to herself.

If you’ve ever loved someone so deeply you started to disappear...  

If you’ve ever felt ashamed for staying too long...  

If you’ve ever doubted your worth because of someone else’s silence...

This story is for you.

Not because it offers a perfect ending.

But because it shows what happens when grace steps into the ashes—and rebuilds something even more beautiful.
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Chapter 1: Clashing Convictions
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“This isn’t just disapproval, Hope. It’s a disaster waiting to happen,” Rebecca snapped, her voice edged with both fear and fury.

Hope stood tall, arms folded tightly across her chest. “I love him. I’m not asking for your permission—just your respect.”

Derek stepped between them, his voice softer. “Sweetheart, marriage isn’t something you walk into because it feels good. It’s a covenant. If he’s not rooted in the Word, where will your foundation come from?”

Hope’s eyes welled with tears. “Curtis may not go to church, but he’s got more love and kindness than half the congregation. That’s got to count for something.”

“You’re being rebellious,” Rebecca hissed. “We raised you better. A believer cannot be yoked with an unbeliever. The Bible is clear on that.”

“I’m not a child!” Hope shouted. Her voice cracked, raw and hurting. “I’m tired of being told what to do by people who only quote Scripture when it suits them.”

Without another word, she stormed up the stairs, the sound of the door slamming echoing like a final verdict.

Rebecca charged up after her, pounding on the door. “Open this door right now! We are not finished!”

“Just leave me alone!” Hope yelled from the other side. “I can’t breathe in this house!”

“If you don’t open this door, I swear I’ll—“

“Rebecca,” Derek said gently, placing a hand on his wife’s shoulder. “Let’s not make this worse. Emotions are high. Give her space.”

Rebecca hesitated, fists clenched, then stepped back, her breath trembling. “She’s slipping away from us.”

Later that morning, tension still lingered in the air as the doorbell rang. Pastor David and his wife, Sarah, were welcomed in with warm smiles and sweet tea—though the warmth was mostly on the surface.

Rebecca wasted no time. “She’s fallen for a man who doesn’t even believe in God. She says she’s going to marry him anyway.”

Pastor David nodded gravely. “Let me speak with her. Perhaps she’ll listen to a neutral voice.”

At Hope’s door, Rebecca tried once more. “Sweetheart, Pastor David and Sister Sarah are here. Please come down.”

“Go to hell, Mom.”

Rebecca flinched, the words cutting deeper than she let on. She turned away and texted Derek in a panic.

Derek came up moments later. He knocked softly. “Hope, please open up. I’m not here to fight. Just say hello to the guests.”

A long silence.

Then finally, a reluctant voice: “Fine. But just to say hi. That’s it.”

Hope emerged looking tired, her eyes swollen from crying, hair undone, clothes wrinkled. Derek asked gently, “Would you mind freshening up just a bit?”

She nodded and disappeared again.

Downstairs, small talk filled the room until Hope entered with a polite smile that didn’t reach her eyes.

Pastor David’s voice was gentle. “Hope, may we speak with you privately for a moment?”















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
She

Chose
Him, L
But Lost ™"
Herself

A Christian Fiction Sto ory
of Love, Loss, and Redemption

AiA ¥
ROSEWOOD \





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





