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            The prophecy of Daniel constitutes one of the most interesting books of the Bible. Its stories (chapters 1-6) are vivid and exciting, and the visions of the rest of the book (chapters 7-12) are very significant. The four beasts of Daniel 7:3 are considered the four great world powers, the Babylonians, the Medo-Persians, the Greco-Macedonians, and the Romans. The second vision (Daniel 8:1) is considered to be a reference to the rule of the Greeks under Alexander the Great. The kingdom mentioned in chapter 9 is the messianic government of Christ's kingdom. The vision of chapters 10-12 is considered a reference to the end of the ages.
   The book of Daniel is divided into two sections. In the first (chapters 1-6), Daniel serves as an interpreter of dreams and becomes a trusted royal advisor. Because of his unimpeachable integrity he advised kings and influenced for a period of more than seventy years the greatest rulers in both the Babylonian and Medo-Persian empires. Daniel and his friends had a powerful impact on the pagan society around them by loving and trusting God in a hostile environment.
   In the second section (chapters 7-12), Daniel is a dreamer of dreams. The visions he had detail some of the most incredible predictions in Scripture. God showed him a great episode in history, highlighting the rise and fall of the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman kingdoms. Most of these prophecies culminate with the kingdom of God breaking into the kingdom of men with the coming of the Messiah. This unique view of history from the perspective of the throne of God floods the reader with great hope and anticipation of the eternal reign of the King of Kings.
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The book of the prophet Daniel is one of the most exciting books of the Bible. Of course, it is a book of prophecy. And since prophecy occupies a good part of the Bible, we would like to say something about it, before considering specifically the book of Daniel. One fourth of the books of the Bible are prophetic in nature; the subject matter and exposition of the books are eschatological, that is, they deal with prophecy. One-fifth of the content of the Scriptures was predictive at the time it was written. A large part of this has already been fulfilled. Therefore, Bible prophecy can be divided into two parts: fulfilled prophecy and prophecy that has not yet been fulfilled. In the book of Daniel we will find much prophecy that has already been fulfilled.

There are certain great themes of prophecy, and they are all like great airplanes approaching the airport, coming from all parts of the world. One can read in the book of Revelation and see there these great themes coming to their final fulfillment. The Lord Jesus Christ is the main theme of the prophecy. Other themes include Israel, the non-Jewish nations, evil, Satan, the man of sin, the Great Tribulation period, how the present age will end. The Church is also a theme of prophecy; however, the Church is not mentioned in the Old Testament, and therefore, there will be no reference to it in the book of Daniel. Next, we have the themes of the kingdom, the millennium, and the future eternity. These are the great themes of prophecy.

We do not believe that anyone can have a complete perspective of the Bible or be a complete and balanced student of the Bible without a knowledge of eschatology or prophecy. And the neglect of the study of prophecy has produced some detrimental results that we believe are evident today. Many of the cults have gone astray in certain prophetic areas. This is primarily because the teaching of prophecy has been neglected by the major denominations. Dr. Charles Hodge, a great theologian of Princeton University, made the following statement, and we quote his words: "The subject of prophecy cannot be adequately discussed without a study of all the prophetic teachings of the Old and New Testament Scriptures. This task cannot be satisfactorily accomplished by anyone who has not made the study of prophecy his specialty. The author, (i.e., Dr. Hodge) knowing that he has no such qualifications for this task, limited himself largely to the historical study of the different schemes of interpreting the Scriptures prophetically." This was surely a startling and sad admission on Dr. Hodge's part. As a result, in many of the denominations of the present day, one finds that there are men who are not well prepared to talk about prophecy so they reject it and put it aside as if it were an unimportant subject. And those who have been involved in prophecy often produce conclusions that are sensational or reveal fanaticism. The book of Daniel, especially, has been the subject of many sensationalist prophecy writers.

The book of Daniel is very important and therefore has been the object of Satan's special attacks, in the same way as the book of Isaiah. Isaiah has been called the prince of the prophets, and we would like to say that Daniel, then, is the king of the prophets. Both prophecies are very important in the Holy Scriptures and have been attacked especially by unbelievers.

The book of Daniel has been, for years, the battleground between conservative and critical scholars, and much of the controversy has had to do with fixing the date of the book's writing. Porphyry, a third century heretic, declared the book of Daniel to be a forgery written during the time of Antiochus Epiphanes and the Maccabees, around 170 B.C., almost 400 years after Daniel lived. Well, the German critics took advantage and together with Dr. Driver have developed this kind of criticism. These critics, as well as the unbelievers of our day, assume the premise that the supernatural does not exist. Whereas foreknowledge is supernatural, therefore, there can be no predictions or prophecies.

But what is interesting is that the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Old Testament, was translated before the period of Antiochus Epiphanes, and contains the book of Daniel. That is why critical scholars have ignored similar very clear testimony from the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Dead Sea Scrolls confirm the fact that there was only one author of the book of Isaiah. Critics have wanted to argue that there were two or three Isaiahs, who wrote the book of Isaiah. The Dead Sea Scrolls are very much alive in the intellectual environment, and refute the critics on that point.

It is interesting to note how those questions that arise with respect to the Bible, have their answer in the course of time. The heretic and the critic always act in an area of the Bible where at present we do not have complete knowledge. So everyone can speculate and you can speculate any way you want. And usually the speculation takes the wrong way. However, in time, the Word of God proves its accuracy.

The historian Flavius Josephus (in his book "Antiquities of the Jews") also recorded an incident that occurred during the time of Alexander the Great, which supported the early origin of the book of Daniel. When Alexander's invasion reached the Near East, the high priest, Jaddua, went to meet him and showed him a copy of the book of Daniel, in which Alexander was clearly mentioned. Alexander was so impressed that, instead of destroying Jerusalem, he entered the city in peace and worshipped in the temple.

These arguments clearly contradict the critics; however, some blindly ignore them. It is not within the scope of this brief commentary to enter into useless arguments and polemicize on matters that have already been settled. We must tell you that we accept the findings of conservative scholars, that Daniel was not a deceiver, and that this book was not a forgery. We think the statements that Pusic made come very well here, he said, "The rest of what has been said is mostly insolent assumption against the Scriptures, based on unbelief." And it was Isaac Newton who said, "To reject Daniel is tantamount to rejecting the Christian religion."

Furthermore, our Lord Jesus Christ called the Pharisees, hypocrites; but He called Daniel, "the prophet". (Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14). Frankly speaking, we agree with the Lord Jesus who, by the way, never revoked His statements. The approval of the Lord Jesus Christ is valid and sufficient for every believer, whether or not he has examined the arguments of the critics, and satisfies the sincere Christian without having to study the answers of conservative scholars.

We know more about Daniel as a man than about any other prophet. He gave a personal account of his life from the time he was taken captive to Babylon in the third year of King Jehoiakim, about 606 BC, until the first year of King Cyrus, about 536 BC. Daniel's life and ministry filled the entire seventy years of the captivity. At the beginning of the book, he was a young teenager, and at the end, an old man of about 80 years or more.

Here we have God's evaluation of this man, Daniel, in 10:11, "Daniel, a man greatly beloved". I would not want to be one of those critics who have called the book of Daniel a forgery. Someday I will meet Daniel face to face in heaven, and there I will discover that he has a very good reputation, that of a "beloved" man.

There are three words that characterize Daniel's life: purpose, prayer and prophecy.

1. First of all, Daniel was a man of purpose (Daniel 1:8, 6:10) When the king decreed that everyone had to eat the same food, Daniel and his friends decided that they were going to obey the law of Moses, and so they did. That is why we say he was a man of purpose, and we can see that throughout his book. Here was a man who stood firm, and had the courage, the inner strength, to speak the Word of God.

May God have mercy on men who claim to be His messengers to this world, but do not have the courage to declare the Word of God. And we thank God that there are many who are proclaiming the Word of God in our time, including prophecy. In our time, the proper study of prophecy will not lead us to sensationalism or fanaticism, but will lead us to a life of holiness and fear of God. John said in his first letter 3:3, "And everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure." the study of prophecy will purify our lives.

2. Daniel was not only a man of purpose, but he was also a man of prayer (Daniel 2:17-23, 6:10, 9:3-19, and 10). There are several incidents recorded in this book about Daniel's prayer life. By the way, it was prayer that caused Daniel to end up in the lions' den. How about this case, as an example of answered prayer? Well, we must say that God miraculously saved him from the lions. So, let's remember, Daniel was a man of prayer.

3. Daniel was a man of prophecy. The book of Daniel, as we shall see, is divided into two equal parts: the first part is historical and the second part is prophecy. Daniel gave us the outline of prophecy in which all the prophecy fits. The image of Nebuchadnezzar's dream (Daniel 2) and the beasts (Daniel 2) constitute the backbone of the prophecy; the Seventy Weeks (Daniel 9) are like the ribs, which fit into their proper place.

The key verse in the book of Daniel is found in 2:44 and reads: "44In the days of these kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will the kingdom be left to other people; he will break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, but he will remain forever.

Dr. Campbell Morgan suggested the following theme for the book of Daniel: "The continuing rule of God in the government of the world". This is the book of God's universal sovereignty. Prophecy is here interwoven with history to show that God is overruling the idolatry, blasphemy, obstinacy, and intolerance of the nations.

More specifically, Daniel 12:4 links "the times of the non-Jewish nations" (Luke 21:24) and "the time of the end" (see also Daniel 8:17, 11:35, 40) for the nation of Israel in the Great Tribulation period. This coming crisis will result in Christ's establishment of the millennial kingdom. Daniel 12:4 says, "But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase".

The book of Daniel deals with political matters apart from ecclesiastical matters, providing the final outcome of events and issues at work in the world today. It answers the question: Who will rule the world, not how will the world become?

The book of Daniel is the key to understanding other parts of the Bible. Our Lord, in the discourse on the Mount of Olives, only quoted from the book of Daniel. The book of Revelation is mostly an enigma without the book of Daniel. Paul's revelation about "the man of sin" (2 Thessalonians 2:3) needs Daniel's account for its amplification and clarification.

Now, we said a moment ago that one can divide this book into two equal parts. The first part we call, "the historical night with the prophetic light" (chapters 1 to 6) and the last part, "the prophetic light in the historical night" (chapters 7 to 12).

In the first section, The historical night with the prophetic light, in chapter 1 we have the decline of Judah and the fall of Jerusalem. Daniel was taken captive to Babylon and decided to remain faithful to God. Then in chapter 2 we have Nebuchadnezzar's dream about the image of various metals, and Daniel's interpretation of the four kingdoms of the times of the nations. In chapter 3 we have Nebuchadnezzar's decree, to impose universal idolatry; three Hebrews were thrown into a fiery furnace for refusing to bow down to the image of gold. And then, in chapter 4 we have Nebuchadnezzar's dream, of a great tree that was felled. This was fulfilled in the period of the king's madness. And then in chapter 5 Daniel predicted the fall of Babylon by reading the handwriting on the wall at King Belshazzar's feast. In chapter 6 we have that Daniel was thrown into the lions' den by a decree of Darius the Mede, to enforce worship of himself.

This, then, is the outline of the first part of the book. And so we come to the:
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In the first five verses we have the decline and fall of Jerusalem, as well as the battle of Nebuchadnezzar. In verses 6 to 14, we have the decision of Daniel, one of the captives, to be faithful to God. And in verses 15 to 21 we will see Nebuchadnezzar's pleasure at the development of Daniel and his three friends. Let us look at the previous fall and decay of Jerusalem at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. Let us then read verse 1 of this first chapter, where it begins to talk about:

The decline of Judah and the fall of Jerusalem

"In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it."

Now Jehoiakim had been placed on the throne of Judah by Pharaoh Necho, to replace his brother Jehoahaz. These two wicked men were sons of Josiah, the godly king who had prompted the last spiritual renewal of Judah (2 Kings 23:31-37). Jehoiakim's real name was Eliakim, and it was during his reign that Nebuchadnezzar first came against Jerusalem. That occurred around 606 B.C., and he seized the city in 604 B.C. The city, however, was not destroyed, but the first group of captives was taken to Babylon. Among these were Daniel and his three friends, and thousands of others.

When Jehoiakim died, his son Jehoiakim took the throne; he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who in 598 laid siege to Jerusalem again. And this time also Jerusalem was not destroyed, but the king and his mother and all the vessels of the house of the Lord were carried to Babylon, and this time together with a larger number of prisoners. Evidently, among the latter group was Ezekiel (see 2 Kings 24:6-16).

Now Zedekiah, Jehoiachin's uncle, who was later made king, also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and this time Nebuchadnezzar came against the city, destroyed the temple and burned Jerusalem. Zedekiah's sons were killed in his presence, and his eyes were plucked out (2 Kings 25:7). He was led into captivity along with the final deportation, about 588 or 587 B.C. And all this, by the way, occurred in fulfillment of Jeremiah's prophecy in his book, chapter 25, verses 8 to 13. Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel had communicated to the people that the false prophets were wrong and that Jerusalem would be destroyed. And it came to pass that these two prophets were right.

Well, let's leave this study here for today, and we will continue it, God willing, in our next chapter. We trust that you will join us in our study of this interesting book of Daniel and we suggest that you read the rest of this first chapter, so that you will be more familiar with its contents.
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We return today to this interesting book of the prophet Daniel. In the previous chapter we saw that Jehoiakim had been placed on the throne of Judah by Pharaoh Necho, to replace his brother Jehoahaz. These two wicked men were sons of Josiah, the godly king who had prompted the last spiritual renewal of Judah (2 Kings 23:31-37). Jehoiakim's real name was Eliakim, and it was during his reign that Nebuchadnezzar first came against Jerusalem. That occurred around 606 B.C., and he seized the city in 604 B.C. The city, however, was not destroyed, but the first group of captives was taken to Babylon. Among these were Daniel and his three friends, and thousands of others.

In the first five verses of this chapter 1 we have the decline and fall of Jerusalem, as well as the battle of Nebuchadnezzar. Then, in verses 6 to 14, we have the decision of Daniel, one of the captives, to be faithful to God.

And in verse 2 of this chapter 1 it says:

"The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah and part of the vessels of the house of God into his hand; he brought them into the land of Shinar, into the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasure house of his god."

Only part of the utensils were taken to Babylon at that time; the rest of the utensils were taken when Jehoiakim, king of Judah, surrendered (see 2 Kings 24:13). Nebuchadnezzar took those utensils and carried them to the land of Shinar, to the temple of his god. We want to remember this detail, because later, King Belshazzar (probably Nebuchadnezzar's grandson) would bring them to celebrate his banquet. Let us continue reading verse 2 of this first chapter:

"And the king said to Ashpenaz, the chief of his eunuchs, to bring of the children of Israel, of the royal line of princes."

Now, this king, Nebuchadnezzar, took the best there was of all the captives of any nation of which he took possession, and we find here that Daniel was included among these. We think that these young men were examined to determine what intelligence they had, and those who were selected were trained as wise men to advise the king of Babylon. A little later in this chapter, we will see that Daniel would be included in this group and that the king consulted them.

It says here "And the king said to Ashpenaz, the chief of his eunuchs". And verse 9 of this chapter also says, "9God put Daniel in favor and in good will with the chief of the eunuchs." Daniel and his three friends were made eunuchs in fulfillment of Isaiah 39:7 which says, "7Of thy sons that shall come forth from thee, whom thou shalt beget, shall they take, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon."

Most conservative scholars agree that Daniel was taken captive when he was 17 years old. He was made a eunuch, and so one can understand why Daniel never married or had children. Some wonder what kind of a rare person Daniel was. Actually, he was not an eccentric person; this was something the king had done, and it did not destroy the mental development of those young people. It served the purpose of making them more docile toward the king, and it also allowed them to devote all their time to the studies they were given. The king wanted those young men to spend all their time studying, and his way of achieving that goal was to make them eunuchs. And Daniel was in that group. Let's continue reading verse 4 of this first chapter of Daniel:

"Young men in whom there was no blemish, of good appearance, learned in all wisdom, wise in knowledge, of good understanding, and fit to be in the king's palace; and that he should teach them the letters and the language of the Chaldeans."

Let us tell you, the Bible was not written by a group of ignorant men. Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of Egypt, and the Egyptians were very advanced; they knew the distance between the earth and the sun, and they knew that the earth was round. It was the Greeks who later said that the earth was flat. They were the "scientists" of that day. Science taught that the earth was flat. The Bible never taught such a thing. In fact, it said it was a circle, it spoke of the roundness of the earth (see Isaiah 40:22). Returning to our story, Daniel, too, was an outstanding young man. He must have ranked very high on the list of those young men who were tested for intelligence in Nebuchadnezzar's court. The apostle Paul, who wrote much of the New Testament, was also intellectually in that category. They were all bright young men who were exposed to the knowledge of their time. Sometimes it makes us somewhat weary to see some who consider themselves intellectuals act as if the Bible was written by a bunch of ignorant people. If you think the same, then we must tell you that you are wrong. There was nothing ignorant about Daniel. He was a brilliant young man and received an education like few others received. Let us not despise the knowledge and scholarship of those times. There were many people who were at a very advanced level in knowledge, in science and in many other areas. And Daniel was going to be exposed to all that wisdom. Verse 5 of this first chapter of Daniel says:

"And the king appointed them a daily portion of the king's food and of the wine which he drank; and that he should educate them for three years, that at the end of them they might stand before the king."

This was, of course, the diet of the heathen, and would include animals considered unclean by the Jews. Recall that Daniel was a Jew and was under the law of Moses. The Israelites had been told not to eat of certain meats, certain birds, and certain fish.

Let us now read verses 6 and 7 of this first chapter, which head the paragraph in which we will see that

Daniel decided to be faithful to God

"Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, of the sons of Judah. To these the chief of the eunuchs gave names: to Daniel, Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-nego."

As we can see, the chief of the eunuchs changed their Hebrew names and assigned them pagan names. Daniel was given the name Belteshazzar, which means "worshipper of Baal," which was a pagan god. We believe that these four young men were the ones who got the highest grades in the exams they had to pass. Babylon wanted the best brains, as well as the best looking young men.

These four young men from the kingdom of Judah were chosen and identified for us, and the reason was that they were going to take a stand for God. If all these young men were the same age as Daniel, we would say they were about 17 years old. There are some other Old Testament expositors who think they might have been about 14 years old. And there are even those who think that maybe their age was around 20 years old. So the age of 17 could be a realistic estimate of the age of the four young men. And verse 8 says:

"Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile himself with the portion of the king's food nor with the wine which he drank; he asked, therefore, the chief of the eunuchs not to be compelled to defile himself."

Here we see the decision young Daniel made in favor of his relationship with God, and he did so in a pagan court. Under normal circumstances, this attitude would have proved fatal. Obviously, Daniel was not trying to be popular. He was not trying to please Nebuchadnezzar. The decision he made certainly does not reflect the modern position of compromise and indulgence that prevails around us today. Daniel knew nothing of the opportunistic behavior that could be summed up in the phrase "when you are in Babylon, do as the Babylonians do." Daniel did not conform to the world of his time, but he was transformed through the renewal of his mind, and fulfilling God's will was the passionate purpose of his life.

Daniel and his friends represented in their time that Jewish remnant that God has in all ages. That was the remnant of which Paul spoke in Romans 11:5, when he wrote: "So also even at this time there has remained a remnant chosen by grace".

So we have seen that these young men did not want to eat the king's food; they were going to rebel against the Babylonian diet. In fact, an attempt would be made to convince these young men, to get them to be Babylonians inwardly and outwardly. They were to eat, dress and think like Babylonians.

However, Daniel and his companions were under Moses' system. And in the Old Testament, God made it clear to His people what they were to eat. In Leviticus 11:44-47, we read: "For I am the Lord your God. Therefore you shall sanctify yourselves and be holy, for I am holy. So do not defile your persons with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth. I am the Lord, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God; therefore you shall be holy, for I am holy. This is the law concerning the beasts, and concerning the birds, and concerning every living thing that moves in the waters, and concerning every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth, that you may distinguish between the unclean and the clean, and between the animals that may be eaten and the animals that may not be eaten." Certain meats were specifically forbidden, and are listed in the book of Leviticus; also foods offered to idols were repulsive to pious Israelites.

Perhaps Daniel and the other Hebrew youths were Nazarites, to whom even wine was forbidden. In Numbers, chapter 6, verse 3, we read: "He shall abstain from wine and strong drink. He shall drink neither vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, nor shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor shall he eat fresh and dried grapes."

These young men were following the command of the prophet Isaiah, who said in his book, chapter 52 and verse 11: "Depart, depart, come out from there, touch no unclean thing! Come out from the midst of it, purify yourselves, ye that bear the vessels of the Lord!"

However, believers today have not been given a diet or a list of foods. The apostle Paul said in his First Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 10, verses 25 to 27: "Of all that is sold in the butcher's shop eat, asking no question for conscience sake, for the earth is the Lord's and all that is in it. If any unbeliever invites you, and you are willing to go, eat of all that is set before you, asking no question for conscience sake." Also, in chapter 8, verse 8 of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul said: "Although food does not make us more acceptable to God, neither because we eat will we be more, nor because we do not eat will we be less".

These young Hebrews were taking a stand under the Law of Moses, and they were taking a stand for God. And verse 9 of this first chapter says:

"God put Daniel in favor and in good will with the chief of the eunuchs."

As we can see, Daniel was already a favorite, and this was no accident. God was acting on Daniel's behalf, just as He acted in Joseph's life in the land of Egypt. Let us continue reading verse 10:

"And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for after he sees your faces paler than the faces of the boys who are like you, you shall cause the king to condemn me to death."

The chief of the eunuchs did not want to force these young men to eat this diet, but he himself was in a rather difficult situation. He liked Daniel, but what was he going to do then? Let's listen to what Daniel said in verses 11 and 12:

"Then said Daniel to Melsar, whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, I pray thee, make trial of thy servants ten days: let them give us pulse to eat and water to drink."

Instead of legumes, as some translators found it convenient to translate, we believe that what they actually ate was a kind of cereal, such as those eaten today for breakfast. Eating the cereal helps to have a good physical condition. And that is what Daniel was saying to the chief of the eunuchs. So he wasn't saying he was going to become a vegetarian. So he proposed a test that would last 10 days, at the end of which his and his companions' fitness would be demonstrated. And then in verse 13 we continue reading:

"Then compare our faces with the faces of the boys who eat of the portion of the king's food, and then do with your servants as you see."

In this way the quality of the diet that Daniel and his people wanted to follow would be demonstrated by their faithfulness to the instructions of the Law of Moses. And God made Melzar, who was directly in charge of supervising these young men, feel that he should favor Daniel and show his good will. So, this official of the king resolved to accept the proposal and carry out the test that Daniel had suggested.

The Bible tells us that Daniel's decision to refuse to eat the diet of Babylon was something he "purposed in his heart". And we want to comment for a moment on the subject of turning the Christian life and separation from the world into some brief rules that have to do with food and how to behave. In this area there is always a tendency to be dogmatic and to prohibit certain dubious things, things that are actually debatable.

A certain person said in a letter that shortly after converting to Christ he joined a small group, and his leaders told him that there were certain things he could not do, and certain things he could do. In his letter the person clarified his situation by saying, "I followed all these rules and still I was miserable."

In the history of the church we can read about times when people established a system of doing some things and not doing others. Such systems, at first, worked well. For example, the monasteries that began in the Roman Empire were actually the result of a protest against the licentiousness of their time. But before long, the situation in some of them was worse inside the monastery than outside.

Let us remember that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself said to the Pharisees in Luke 11:39: "You Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the platter, but inside you are full of rapacity and wickedness". In actuality, the Biblical principle of the age of grace is expressed in Titus 3:5, which says: "he saved us, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy by the washing of regeneration and renewing in the Holy Spirit". In other words, in order to live a life of holiness, we first have to receive new life from God, we have to experience a new birth, a spiritual birth.

Let us return to the opening phrase: "Daniel proposed in his heart" (v. 8). It all began in Daniel's heart. He was not a robot. He had a heart, and his convictions came from his heart, from within him. And that should be our experience as well. We are like prisoners in this world in which we live. We cannot escape from this earth. Gravity keeps us on this planet, it is not possible to get away from it. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said that we are in this world, but we do not belong to this world. He also said in Matthew 6:24, "You cannot serve God and mammon". However, we cannot serve God by following a set of rules; we must have a purpose in our hearts. Jesus said that from within the human heart come the elements of life, the experiences. The things we put inside our bodies are not the most important thing. Daniel purposed in his heart that he would obey the law of God that was given to God's people, and this would be his testimony.

We have to finish for today, but in our next chapter we will see the result of this interesting test, which was a test for the faith of those young people in God. We hope you will join us in our journey through this book as important as exciting, where great mysteries were revealed and from which we learn a lot to apply in our practical life and to face the various situations of our life.
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Let us remember that we are going through this book, especially the historical part, which covers chapters 1 to 6, and which we have entitled "The historical night with the prophetic light". The second part, of equal length, which covers chapters 7 to 12, is entitled "The prophetic light in the historical night".

In the first five verses of this chapter 1 we have been reviewing the decline and fall of Jerusalem. And in verses 6 through 14, we have been considering the decision of Daniel, one of the captives, to be faithful to God.

We have already seen that the personal history of Daniel, author of this book, began when, at the age of 17, when Jerusalem fell and was conquered by King Nebuchadnezzar, he was taken, along with other young men, captive to Babylon. There he was subjected to a special education in the language, tongue and culture of the Chaldeans. The king's aim was to prepare them as well as possible for later use in his service.

Daniel and his companions were made eunuchs. In this way, the king intended to achieve from these young men a greater docility, a total dedication of their lives to the studies that would be imparted to them and later, to the interests of the empire. But Daniel refused to eat of the diet that the others ate in the royal palace, because some of the foods in that diet were impure for those who, like these young men, considered themselves under the law of Moses. Perhaps Daniel and the other Hebrew youths were Nazarites, to whom even wine was forbidden.

The Bible tells us that Daniel's decision to refuse to eat the diet of Babylon was something he "purposed in his heart". And we want to comment for a moment on the subject of converting to the Christian life and separation from the world in some brief rules that have to do with food and how to behave. In this area there is always a tendency to be dogmatic and to forbid certain dubious things, things that are actually debatable.

So it all started in Daniel's heart. He was not a robot. He had a heart, and his convictions came from his heart, from within him. And that should be our experience as well. We are like prisoners in this world in which we live. We cannot escape from this earth. Gravity keeps us on this planet, it is not possible to get away from it. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said that we are in this world, but we do not belong to this world. And He also said in Matthew 6:24, You cannot serve God and mammon. However, we cannot serve God by following a set of rules; we must have a purpose in our hearts. Jesus said that from within the human heart come the elements of life, the experiences. The things we put inside our bodies are not the most important thing. Daniel purposed in his heart that he would obey the law of God that was given to God's people, and this would be his testimony.

The chief of the eunuchs did not want to force these young men to eat this diet, but he himself was in a rather difficult situation. So Daniel suggested that they feed them grain and water for ten days, at the end of which time they would check their appearance and state of health and compare it with the others, who had eaten from the diet of the Babylonian palace. In this way it would be demonstrated the quality of the diet that Daniel and his people wanted to follow because of their fidelity to the instructions of the Law of Moses.

God made Melzar, who was directly in charge of supervising these young men, feel that he should favor Daniel and show him his good will. So, this official of the king resolved to accept the proposal and perform the test that Daniel had suggested. Let us then read verse 14 of this first chapter of Daniel:

"So he consented with them in this, and proved with them for ten days."

Now, here we find that the chief of the eunuchs was rather reluctant to follow Daniel's suggestion, because he had been brought up in the culture of Babylon and he believed that this diet was what produced his geniuses. However, he appreciated Daniel, and so he agreed to carry out this test with them for ten days.

Let's read verse 15, from which we will see

Nebuchadnezzar's pleasure at the development of Daniel and his three friends.

"And at the end of the ten days their countenance appeared better and more robust than that of the other boys who ate of the portion of the king's food."

Daniel's diet acted in their favor. This should tell us something. God wanted His people Israel to be different from the nations around them, but He did not give them a special diet just to make them different; although health factors were also involved. We firmly believe that if we followed the diet laid out in the book of Leviticus, we would have better health and enjoy a healthier life than someone who just eats anything. But we can eat anything we want; because we are not under the law. We have found that this is a health issue only. Many times doctors have to recommend certain diets to their patients to try to help them recover their health more quickly. For example, eating pork, in many cases, is not recommended, not for religious reasons, but for health reasons. And the diet that God recommended was very positive and beneficial to health, and had more value than simply ceremonial. Now, in verses 16 and 17 we continue reading:

"So Melsar took their portion of food and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. And to these four boys God gave knowledge and understanding in all learning and knowledge; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams."

Just as God blessed King Solomon, God was blessing here these young Hebrew men who found themselves in a foreign court. In the end, Daniel would become the prime minister of two great world empires.

Now, let us observe that Daniel could understand all visions and dreams. Daniel was still living in the age of revelation, in the time when God used dreams and visions. We believe that today God speaks to us in His Word. That is why we emphasize the value of studying the Bible.

In Daniel's case, God spoke to him audibly, because he was writing one of the books that make up the Holy Scriptures. Now, verse 18 of the first chapter of Daniel tells us:

"So when the days were expired at the end of which the king had said to bring them, the chief of the eunuchs brought them before Nebuchadnezzar."

At last the time came when Nebuchadnezzar was going to examine the training that had been given to the young men, to see if it had been adequate preparation. We believe that it is wrong to try to torture a person and try to brainwash him in that way. There are systems that try to completely dominate human beings, and man finally has to give up because he can only endure a little bit of suffering. And there are systems that use these methods. But Nebuchadnezzar in his time had other methods. He fed those young men well, he put them through trials, and in the end he put them in a good position. And he did all this in a friendly way. This was his philosophy, his way of making friends and influencing people. Let us continue reading verse 19 of this first chapter:

"The king talked with them, and there were not found among them all others like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; so they remained in the king's service."

We see here that King Nebuchadnezzar talked with those four young men and concluded that they were true geniuses, so he placed them in good standing in his kingdom. And verse 20 adds:

"In every matter of wisdom and understanding that the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his kingdom."

The king then placed Daniel in the chief place. And verse 21 says:

"Thus Daniel continued until the first year of king Cyrus."

With the first verse of this chapter 1 and this last verse, we can appreciate the length of Daniel's life. He arrived in Babylon at the age of 17, and died when he was about 90 years old. Thus his life was prolonged during the 70 years of the captivity. Apparently, he did not return to Israel but died before the people left Babylon. Although in reality we have no information or any historical record of it. And so we come to

Daniel 2

The subject of this chapter is Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the image of various metals, and Daniel's interpretation of the four kingdoms of the time of the non-Jewish nations.

In this chapter two, we have Nebuchadnezzar's dream and the demand he makes of the wise men of Babylon; we see that in the first 9 verses. Then, in verses 10 to 13 we have Nebuchadnezzar's decree to destroy the wise men for not having been able to interpret that dream for them. Then, we have Daniel's desire to be given time to show the interpretation to the king. We then have Daniel's detailed description of the dream to Nebuchadnezzar in verses 19 to 35. We then have the definition of the four world empires and their destiny, as interpreted by Daniel, in verses 36 to 43.

We find ourselves in one of the great sections of the Word of God, as far as prophecy is concerned. The image of various metals in chapter 2, the four beasts in chapter 7, and the prophecy of the 70 weeks in chapter 9, represent for prophecy what the skeleton and ribs represent for the human body. No outline of prophecy could be formed without these passages of Old Testament Scripture.

All that the Lord Jesus Christ said in His discourse on the Mount of Olives was actually based on the book of Daniel. In Matthew 24:3 and 15, we read that the disciples asked Him, "When will these things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age? And He answered, When ye therefore shall see in the holy place the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet... This chapter is therefore very important in the Word of God.
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