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    I want to dedicate this book to my children Gabbi and Joseph. Your lives and accomplishments have given me so much joy, and although this story is a work of fiction, I want to share with the reader what I see in you; Your unrelenting character.

      

    



  	
        
            
            For I know the thoughts I think toward you; thoughts of peace and not evil; to give you an expected end. Jeremiah 29: 11
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INTRODUCTION
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Never has the church faced the level of attack it faces today. Corruption and deception have risen sharply in this generation. News outlets are filled with stories of pastors and church staff involved in fraud.

In the 1980s, 1990s, and early 2000s, such incidents still happened, but they were far less common. Back then, it might be an occasional affair or a preacher on television using fear to raise money. Today, entire megachurches are falling under the weight of corruption and fraud, and these scandals are captured everywhere—from the news to YouTube.

When corruption strikes a small country church in Hadley, Texas, Gabbi and Joseph are sent to preach judgment to its leaders. The pastor has committed criminal sexual assault across seven churches in seven states. God sends a message meant to spare him from the full consequences of his actions, but when he refuses to repent, his hidden sins become public through seven indictments. Who knew what he had done? And who tried to cover it up to protect him?

Armed with judgment from the Court of Heaven, Gabbi must deliver the verdict during a revival where she and her family are preaching. After weeks of wrestling with fear, doubt, and feelings of unworthiness, Gabbi, Tommy, Melissa, and Joseph step forward to carry out the assignment. Will the pastor heed the warning?

Will the church in Hadley, Texas, receive the healing it needs after such judgment? How will the congregation respond? How will the pastor respond? The outcome is left to them, but the verdict comes from God. As for Gabbi and Joseph, God knows the thoughts He has toward them, and He will reward them accordingly.
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CHAPTER 1
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Tommy has witnessed Gabbi prepare for speaking engagements many times since they have been together, but this time it was different. She went into her prayer closet on a Sunday night, and it is now Wednesday. She hasn’t eaten or as far as Tommy knew, she hasn’t slept since Sunday.

It was quiet in the house. Suddenly Tommy heard Gabbi groan and beg. “Please repent. Please repent” Gabbi begged. Who was she begging? “This is your last chance to repent before judgement is pronounced. God, please take the book of deeds out of Satan’s hands” Gabbi begged. Tommy knew she was in the Court of Heaven. Why was she there?

As Tommy questioned within himself, he was escorted into the Court himself. Tommy was not as mature in God as Gabbi was, so what he saw was puzzling to him. As he sat in his seat Jesus walked up to him. “Watch the proceedings, Tommy. You are destined for this” Jesus said. 

Tommy saw many paintings of Jesus, but what he was looking at was nothing in comparison. Jesus had long flowing sandy hair. His hair glowed brilliantly. His beard was so well kept and beautiful. He had a white robe on that covered his whole body. The robe was satin, and Tommy wanted to feel it. On his left shoulder was a red sash. The sash went from the left shoulder crossed to his right side and from what Tommy could tell, covered his body. His hands had nail prints in them. Jesus was holding them palms out in a welcome gesture. As he reached out with his hands, Tommy witnessed blood coming out of the nail prints. What was he watching? “My blood is enough to cover this Pastor’s sins” Jesus said. “Pastor?” Tommy asked. “Yes, the pastor Gabbi is going to preach for. Though his sins are many and very heinous, my blood is powerful enough to wash them away. I will throw them in the Sea of Forgetfulness” Jesus said. 

Tommy read about the Sea of Forgetfulness. That is where his sins are. “Tommy, Father cannot look upon sin. He destroyed the earth once for sin. Only Noah and his family were spared. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because of sin. He needed a way to remedy sin, so I came to earth and died on the cross. When I forgive a person, I cast their sins in this sea. The sea is as far as the east is to the west, and I can’t see or remember them anymore” Jesus said. 

As he talked, he turned and looked at Satan. Tommy focused on what Jesus was looking at. Much to Tommy’s surprise Satan was not the hideous creature that was red all over and had a tail, horns, and a pitchfork. Satan was a beautiful person to look at. “He is called the angel of light for a reason” Jesus told Tommy. “This is how he can deceive a person. He appears to be beautiful. What he offers seems to be holy, then he reels you in through lust and desire” Jesus added. Tommy realized the Pastor that was on trial was one of the deceived.

Tommy’s mind went back to the Garden of Eden. At the time a serpent was not what it is today. Eve must have seen the true beauty of the serpent. Once she did her desire took over. Sin was born. “Satan will not tell you the truth about sin. Once you partake in the sin, Satan’s beauty turns into hideousness. My father can’t look at sin because to look at sin makes him look at Satan” Jesus said.

“Listen to what’s going on” Jesus told Tommy. “Your honor, this Pastor preaches your infallible word every week. His preaching and his actions do not line up. He molested seven girls in seven states. Please allow me to have him so I can sift him as wheat” Satan said. 

“Pastor please listen to me. All you must do is repent. Jesus is here to forgive you. I know what Satan said you did was heinous, but God’s word says Satan is the father of lies. Please repent” Gabbi pleaded.

To Tommy it looked like Gabbi’s plea was falling on deaf ears. It was sad watching how far this pastor had gone in believing the deception from Satan. “Say something” Gabbi urged. “I can’t stop” the pastor cried. “All
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