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We have all heard this before, “If you want to make God laugh then have a plan,” which is something that can prove itself true. But then there is “Those who fail to plan, plan to fail.” So which one is it? Do we sit back with no plans at all hoping that God will lay out the journey for us, telling us every turn along the way, or do we make plans to manifest our dreams, hopes, visions, and desires while hoping that God will meet our needs?  

When plans do not go the way that we anticipate, we tend to put it on God, saying things like “It wasn’t it meant to be,” which can be true as He is the Alpha, the Omega, all knowing, all powerful God. He is the creator of this world, this universe, and you and me. But what if I told you that you are a co-creator with God? That thought can be crazy to just think about, right? Yes, little old me and you are partners with God. God works with us and He manifests Himself through us. See, sometimes we may think that we have no power or “say” over what happens in our lives, but that is not necessarily true. Yes, there are uncontrollable circumstances over which we have no control; nevertheless, we do have more control over the outcome of our lives than we may believe. You have the power living on the inside of you to accomplish whatever your dreams may be.  

I find it fascinating how we encourage children to dream and tell them that they can be whatever it is that they want, but when that child turns about twenty-one years of age, the conversation shifts to “That was a good dream, but now it’s time to get realistic, be practical, 
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and do what is safe.” Why is that? How can we encourage the generations that follow us to dream without any limits and in turn put the limits on our own hopes, visions, and dreams?  

Imagine you had a child who is exceptionally talented at playing the piano. She is tremendously gifted with the innate ability to move audiences to tears with every stroke of a key and brush of a note. Her angelic playing is emotionally riveting and shakes the soul of every human ear under the sound of her music. Her talent grips the spirit of audiences, stirring powerful emotion time after time. Her entire life, all she ever wanted to do was to play the piano as her dreams are to become a world-class musician and songwriter—which she is also extraordinarily gifted at. You, as her parent, become her number one supporter and you just know that your daughter is going to become this generation’s Chopin. She even lands an opportunity to study at the prestigious Juilliard School in New York City. However, her first year at the school becomes challenging and the workload is too heavy, or perhaps she may not be booking as many performances as she anticipated. Thinking that the journey is more difficult than expected, she decides to drop out of Juilliard, give up on her music dreams, and pursue a “practical” but unfulfilling life as an accountant, which she is barely good at and simply does for what she considers safe income. You see your daughter, year after year, becoming less and less fulfilled in life, succumbing to the pressures of normalcy and comfort although deep inside she has lost that irrevocable sparkle in her eye. You try to encourage her to give the piano and her songwriting one last shot, but she refuses and settles for ordinary when extraordinary was just waiting to be chosen by her. Think about how that would make you feel as a parent. Perhaps disappointed or disheartened because, at the end of it all, it is ultimately her option to choose using her gift over 
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choosing comfort. No matter how much you may talk to her, it is her option to choose what she believes is best for her.  

Now if you as a parent feel that way, how do you think God feels when He sees all his precious children, whom He has each given unique gifts, talents, and abilities, succumb to fear, worry, pressure, or the illusion of practicality? We are closest to God when we are operating in our gifts, talents, and abilities to serve others. We put limits on God as if He is not able to do exceedingly and abundantly more than we can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). We put limits on our imagination because for some reason, we believe this lie that tells us “That’s not possible, there is no way I can do that,” as if He does not tell us that all things are possible for those who believe (Matthew 19:26). We think that birthing our dreams or living in our purpose is too hard or too risky so we settle for practical (because fear loves to come disguised as practicality) when God is willing to give us what we may think is impossible. We put the limits on God, we put the limits on our thoughts, we put the limits on our lives, and as a result, we put the limits on our legacy.  

To limit means to restrict, to confine, or to put a boundary on; do you see how it’s almost absurd to think that God has a limit to what He can do in our lives? The same God who has split open seas, resurrected the dead, and walked on water? Do you believe God’s word or do you believe your feelings?  

God wants us to manifest our dreams. Look at the first word in manifest: man. God manifests Himself through man1; that’s you and me! Therefore, we are co-creators with God. God wants to use us for His glory and His greatness, but we have to choose to use what He has gifted us for in order to do so. When other people see us living out 
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our dreams, they become witnesses to the power of God. We may say things like, “Well, if God wants me to be successful then He’ll make a way” or “I’ll leave it in God’s hands.” No! God is waiting for you to get in partnership with Him so that He can work through you. He gave us free will so He will never impose Himself on us. He may speak to us, but it’s up to us to choose to respond. If God made you do something, then it would not be out of your own free will. He will not tell you everything to do because then how would you grow? How would you learn? No one can take away from you what you understand for yourself. We cannot judge God’s will over our lives by whether or not things work out on our behalf.  

Your legacy is the sum total of your contributions to this world while you are here and the impact it has on this world after you are long gone. Once we embrace our legacy and the fact that we will have one, we can better define what it is that we want to achieve in our lives. I don’t know about you, but I want to be remembered; I want the world to know that I was here and that I made a lasting impact. You have the capacity to create a legacy so profound that the generations to proceed you can look to your legacy for inspiration, hope, and guidance. How powerful is that? You have the power to influence lives even after you are no longer physically here on this earth! Talk about an “a-ha” moment.  

You have the power living on the inside of you to boldly live in purpose and give birth to your wildest dreams, but you have to be willing to do the work. You have to be willing to be teachable, humble, disciplined, and a servant with your gifts.  

I want you to stop right now and think of your best life without any limits.  
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Think about what your life would look like if you were living your optimal life, not the one you settled for. What are you doing for a living? How is your relationship with God? Where do you live? How do you look? How much money do you have? Take the time to stop and think of what is possible with God, who is limitless, on your side.  

The choice is now yours. Will you choose to trust our limitless God and pursue your destiny or will you put the limits back on your life? Will you let your dreams die with you or will you make the choice right now to take the limits off of your legacy?  

If you struggle with doubt, fear, confidence, or even feeling worthy enough to live a limitless legacy, then I want you to read on with an open mind, ready to do your work on you.  

How do you do that? I am glad you asked! But first, let me tell you a little story about myself. 
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Legacy. A word we hear from time to time that may seem too grand to achieve, but for me it’s a word that is embedded in my heart forever. Not many people live in the awareness of living according to the legacy they want to leave, and growing up in the East New York section of Brooklyn, New York, I surely did not live in that awareness either. Although I didn’t know what legacy I wanted to leave, I always knew I wanted to be great—even in a world where I was surrounded by crime, violence, drug addictions, and poverty. At a young age, I knew that there was more in the world and I wanted in on whatever that more was. Influenced by the hip-hop culture and a new age of rappers turned moguls, at age sixteen, I just knew that I was going to be the female version of Sean “P. Diddy” Combs. I refuse to keep up with all the name changes so I will refer to him as Puff. By being the “first female Puff,” I mean that I yearned to become a music industry mogul. I looked up to hip-hop moguls like Sean Combs, Russell Simmons, and Shawn “Jay-Z” Carter. At sixteen, I made up my mind that come hell or high water, I was going to start my own record label and change the face of the music industry forever. Ha! God had to have been laughing out loud because I just knew that’s where my life would go. But He had something different planned. I find it even more hilarious how I actually came very close to actualizing my 
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childhood dream only to have my dream become a beautiful nightmare years down the line. We’ll get to that in a second.  

So I’m from Brooklyn, which is something us “Brooklynites” are not only proud of, it’s more like our badge of honor. I like to say that these Brooklyn streets made me and although I have struggled with shame because I am from the projects (public housing), I am ever so grateful because my parents did the best they could, which was way more than enough. Heck, I didn’t even know what struggle was. My parents migrated to the United States from the Central American country of Honduras. My mom worked as a home-attendant and my dad, who spoiled me rotten, was a manager at a bridal boutique in the Garment District of Manhattan, better known as the city. They each worked six, sometimes even seven days a week. They instilled in me a crazy work ethic that I cherish. My brothers and I knew how to take care of ourselves at a young age. We knew how to cook, do our own laundry, and most importantly I knew that education was the key to my success and my ticket out of “the hood.” Going away to a four-year university was not an option; it was my way to a new world. The same world I would watch religiously on sitcoms like A Different World. I saw how hard my parents worked so we could

index-1_1.png
T

TS
OFF

" Legacy

A WOMAN'S GUIDE TO UNLOCK
PURPOSE AND VISION





index-1_2.png





