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            "If you do not bring forth what is within you,what you do not bring forth will destroy you."— Gospel of Thomas, Saying 70

      

    


​Prologue: The True Teachings of Jesus of Nazareth

The figure of Jesus of Nazareth is among the most widely recorded, referenced, and reinterpreted in the history of religious thought. Yet, despite—or perhaps because of—the sheer breadth of accounts, his true message remains obscured beneath layers of doctrine, translation, politics, and time.

This part of the book seeks not to interpret but to document: to lay out, plainly and faithfully, everything known about Jesus of Nazareth through the religious, mystical, and historical texts that reference him directly. I do not claim certainty, only the accumulation of records. What follows is a compilation of all known textual sources—across traditions and centuries—that speak his name.

​I. THE CANONICAL GOSPELS (The New Testament, 1st Century CE)

The four canonical Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—form the primary narrative of Jesus’ life within Christian doctrine.

Birth and Lineage:


●  Jesus (Yeshua in Aramaic) is described as being born to Mary (Miryam), a virgin, through divine conception by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38).

●  Genealogies diverge: Matthew traces Jesus’ descent through David via Solomon (Matthew 1), while Luke traces it via Nathan (Luke 3), both identifying Joseph, not Mary, as the legal father.


Ministry:


●  Began around age 30 after baptism by John the Baptist (Mark 1:9–11).

●  Taught publicly, performed miracles (healing the blind, raising the dead, walking on water, etc.).

●  Preached themes of repentance, the Kingdom of God, love of neighbor, and forgiveness.


Teachings (Selected from Sermon on the Mount and Parables):


●  Blessed are the peacemakers... the meek... the poor in spirit... (Matthew 5)

●  Love your enemies, pray for those who persecute you. (Matthew 5:44)

●  The Kingdom of God is within you. (Luke 17:21)

●  Forgive seventy times seven times. (Matthew 18:22)

●  Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's... (Mark 12:17)


Death and Resurrection:


●  Crucified under Pontius Pilate during the governorship of Judea.


●  Buried in a tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea.


●  Rose from the dead on the third day (Matthew 28; Luke 24; John 20).



​II. THE APOCRYPHAL AND GNOSTIC TEXTS (1st–4th Centuries CE)

Texts excluded from the canon—either suppressed or lost—offer alternative teachings and portrayals.

​1. Gospel of Thomas


●  A collection of 114 sayings attributed to Jesus.

●  Emphasizes gnosis (inner knowledge) rather than external salvation.

●  Notable passages:

○  “If you bring forth what is within you, what you bring forth will save you.” (Saying 70)

○  “Split a piece of wood; I am there. Lift up a stone, and you will find me there.” (Saying 77)

○  “The Kingdom of the Father is spread out upon the earth, and men do not see it.” (Saying 113)


​2. Gospel of Mary (Magdalene)


●  Found in fragments (Berlin Codex).

●  Presents Mary Magdalene as a key disciple and teacher.

●  Suggests tension between Mary and male disciples, especially Peter.

●  Jesus teaches about the soul’s ascent through powers of the mind and spirit.


​3. Gospel of Philip


●  Discusses sacramental mysticism.

●  Contains the infamous passage: “The companion of the Savior is Mary Magdalene... he loved her more than all the disciples.”

●  Emphasizes union and spiritual marriage, interpreted mystically.


​4. Gospel of Judas


●  Found in the Codex Tchacos.

●  Portrays Judas not as betrayer but as the only one who understood Jesus' divine mission.

●  Jesus laughs at the other disciples for misunderstanding his teachings.


​5. Infancy Gospel of Thomas


●  Details Jesus’ childhood years, omitted in the canon.

●  Shows a divine child who performs miracles, but also acts with wrath and vengeance (e.g., striking a boy dead, later reviving him).


​III. THE QUR’AN AND ISLAMIC TEXTS (7th Century CE)

Jesus (Isa ibn Maryam) is referenced in 93 verses across 15 chapters in the Qur'an.


●  Virgin Birth affirmed (Surah 19:16–22).

●  Performed miracles: healing the blind and leper, creating birds from clay and giving them life, speaking as an infant (Surah 3:49).

●  Called the Messiah, but not divine.

●  Was not crucified; instead, “it was made to appear so” (Surah 4:157–158).

●  Ascended to God and will return in the end times to defeat the Dajjal (Antichrist).


​Additional Hadith References:


●  Jesus will return near the end of time, break the cross, kill the swine, and restore justice.

●  He is described as humble, ascetic, unmarried, and not having died.

●   


​IV. JEWISH SOURCES (Talmud, 2nd–5th Century CE)

​Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a):


●  Mentions a man named Yeshu executed on the eve of Passover for sorcery and leading Israel astray.

●  Names five disciples of Yeshu.

●  Does not affirm divinity, often refers to Jesus in hostile terms.


​Toledot Yeshu (Medieval Jewish Text):


●  Satirical and polemical; presents Jesus as illegitimate and a sorcerer.

●  Not considered historical by scholars, but reflects anti-Christian sentiment of the time.


​V. EASTERN & MYSTICAL TRADITIONS

​Tibetan and Indian Texts:


●  Some claim Jesus (Issa/Yuz Asaf) traveled to India and Tibet during his "lost years."

●  The Hemis Monastery Scrolls (allegedly discovered by Nicolas Notovitch in the 19th century) describe "Issa" as a wise teacher from Israel who studied Hindu and Buddhist doctrines.


Note: These accounts remain contested and are not universally accepted, but they persist in oral tradition in Kashmir and among certain Eastern sects.

​VI. ESOTERIC & MYSTIC TRADITIONS

​Manichaeism (3rd Century CE):


●  Jesus is seen as a redeemer of light, one of many divine messengers sent by the Father of Greatness.


​Theosophy & Rosicrucianism:


●  Portray Jesus as an initiated master in a long lineage of enlightened beings.

●  Differentiate between Jesus (the man) and the Christ (the cosmic force) which descended upon him at baptism.



​Sufi Mysticism:


●  Views Jesus as a prophet of the heart, deeply revered for his asceticism and purity.

●  Emphasizes his role as a model for divine love and surrender to God.


​VII. SUMMARY OF TRUE TEACHINGS (TEXTUALLY VERIFIED)

Across all texts, the consistent teachings of Jesus (or Isa, Yeshua, etc.) include:

	The Kingdom of God is internal, not external.

	Forgiveness is essential—of others and of the self.

	Love is the highest law: love of God, neighbor, and even enemies.

	The divine is near, not distant—accessible through humility and surrender.
Material attachments obscure spiritual truth.

	Spiritual knowledge (gnosis) is available to those who seek it with sincerity.

	Suffering is transformational, not punishment.

	The self must die so the higher self may rise.









​VIII. Conclusion

This prologue serves as the groundwork for a deeper exploration. From these texts—sacred and suppressed, revered and reviled—we shall examine not the myth, nor the miracle, but the message: the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as they appear across the scrolls of time.

In the chapters that follow, we will trace these teachings in their original contexts, compare them across traditions, and begin to uncover what may truly be the most elusive truth of all: what Jesus actually taught.
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​Chapter One: The Life of Jesus of Nazareth — A Comprehensive Timeline
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​I. Birth and Early Life (c. 6–4 BCE)


●  Birth in Bethlehem: According to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod the Great. ​Wikipedia
●  Visit of the Magi: Matthew describes wise men from the East visiting Jesus, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.​
●  Flight to Egypt: To escape Herod's decree to kill all male infants in Bethlehem, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus fled to Egypt.​
●  Return to Nazareth: After Herod's death, the family returned and settled in Nazareth, in Galilee.​

​II. Childhood and Adolescence (c. 4 BCE – 8 CE)


●  Growth in Nazareth: Jesus grew up in Nazareth, where he was obedient to his parents and increased in wisdom and stature.​
●  Visit to the Temple: At age 12, Jesus traveled with his family to Jerusalem for the Passover. He stayed behind in the temple, engaging with teachers, astonishing them with his understanding.​

​III. The "Lost Years" (c. 8–28 CE)


●  Life in Nazareth: The canonical Gospels are largely silent on Jesus' life during this period.​
●  Apocryphal Accounts: Some apocryphal texts, such as the Infancy Gospel of Thomas, describe events from Jesus' youth, including performing miracles and displaying wisdom beyond his years.​
●  ​Islamic Perspective: The Qur'an acknowledges Jesus' miraculous speech as an infant and his role as a prophet but does not detail this period of his life.​

​IV. Baptism and Beginning of Ministry (c. 28–30 CE)


●  Baptism by John: Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, marking the start of his public ministry.​
●  ​Temptation in
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