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This book is dedicated to all the believers the world over for whom the following would be true:

“And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.”

1 John 5:11,12
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A while back, a commentary was done on Matthew’s gospel account in God’s word, which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to pick out some material from Matthew’s gospel account that believers should be aware of and which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who read it!

We are to note that Matthew’s gospel account was given by God to connect the Old Testament with the New Testament, and also to prove to those of the nation of Israel and all mankind that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah, The One that God promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day!

Please note that Matthew Chapters 5,6,7 were covered by an earlier book published under the title, “Jesus’ Sermon On The Mount: Matthew 5 to 7.” Also, Matthew Chapters 24,25 were also covered by an earlier book, published under the title, “Jesus’ Olivet Discourse: Matthew 24,25.” Then Book 1 in the present series covered Matthew Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 4; Book 2 covered Matthew Chapter 8 to the end of Chapter 10; Book 3 covered Matthew 11 to the end of Chapter 13; Book 4 covered Matthew 14 to the end of Matthew 17. Book 5 covers Matthew 18 to the end of Chapter 20; Book 6, covered Matthew 21 to the end of Chapter 23. And now Book 7, the current book, covers Matthew 26.

And please also note that there an Addenda with five sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book that might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we have chosen of God for a purpose. In Addendum D, we have important information on God’s resurrection program in time. And then in Addendum E, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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The Lord Jesus prophesies of His coming crucifixion, while the leadership of the nation of Israel plot His death!
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We are to observe that after speaking to His disciples regarding the second stage of His second coming from Heaven to earth at Matthew 24 and 25, The Lord Jesus now ends that discourse and now turns to what was about to occur, namely His physical death at the hands of the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief, noting from Matthew 26:1,2 what God’s So was led to say to His disciples, "[1] When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, [2] "You know that after two days the Passover is coming, AND THE SON OF MAN IS TO BE HANDED OVER FOR CRUCIFIXION." " 

We see from what The Lord Jesus says here at verse 26:2 that He knew that His physical death was close at hand and that it would be by crucifixion. And when God’s Son says that He would be "handed over for crucifixion," He also already knew that it would be at the hands of the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief, who would hand Him over to the Romans, who were the ones to then execute Him by crucifixion, for this was a Roman method of execution, and not a Jewish one. 

We further note that the word "crucifixion" here is the word "Stauroo" in the original Greek documents, and speaks of ’the act of crucifixion’ itself. We can be sure that The Lord Jesus was very much aware of what crucifixion entailed, which was a very painful form of death, which was one reason why the Romans had chosen it. 

As we then see from Matthew 26:3-5, even as The Lord Jesus was saying this to His disciples, the leadership of the nation of Israel was plotting His death, as we there now read, "[3] Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named Caiaphas; [4] and THEY PLOTTED TOGETHER TO SEIZE JESUS BY STEALTH AND KILL HIM. [5] But they were saying, "NOT DURING THE FESTIVAL, otherwise a riot might occur among the people." " 

The "festival" mentioned at verse 26:5 here, which is the Greek word “Heorte," meaning 'feast,’ was a reference to the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which began with the partaking of the Passover meal on the fourteenth of the first month (of Abib, which after the exile to Babylon became Nissan, which was the first month on the calendar of the nation of Israel) and then went on for seven days, as is clear from what we read for instance at Leviticus 23:5,6, "[5] "In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight (literally 'between the two evenings') is the Lord's Passover. [6] Then on the fifteenth day of the same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread."

What is very important to see here is that for the nation of Israel a day went from twilight to twilight (that is, from evening to evening noting Leviticus 23:32), so that when the Passover meal took place at twilight, that is, on the evening of the fourteenth, which began the next day and also the Feast of Unleavened Bread (noting Exodus 12:17-19).

This is why we at times see this spoken as one Feast in the New Testament, noting for instance what we read at Luke 2:41, "Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover," then also John 13:1, "Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end," and then also Luke 22:1, "Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching."  

What is also very important to keep in mind here is that the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which began with the partaking of the Passover, was one of three feasts which had been ordained by God to be kept by the people of Israel, noting what we read at Deuteronomy 16:16, "Three times in a year all your males shall appear before the Lord your God in the place which He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread and at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of Booths, and they shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed." 

And what is also very important to note here is that the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which was known as "the Feast of the Passover" by The Lord Jesus' day, was a feast specifically related to the nation of Israel, noting for instance what we read at John 2:13, "The Passover OF THE JEWS was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem," and also noting John 11:55, "Now the Passover OF THE JEWS was near, and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the Passover to purify themselves." 

The Passover had been instituted by God for the nation of Israel to observe at Exodus 12, noting what we read at Exodus 12:1-11, "[1] Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, [2] "This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, A LAMB FOR EACH HOUSEHOLD. [4] Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb. [5] YOUR LAMB SHALL BE AN UNBLEMISHED MALE a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. [6] You shall keep it UNTIL THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, THEN THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL IS TO KILL IT AT TWILIGHT. [7] Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. [9] Do not eat any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, both its head and its legs along with its entrails. [10] And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, but whatever is left of it until morning, you shall burn with fire. [11] Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste - IT IS THE LORD'S PASSOVER." 

Then in the New Testament, God Himself discloses that this Passover lamb in view at Exodus 12 was a type foreshadowing the coming of His precious Son from Heaven to earth to take on a human body as we have, but in the innocence of Adam when first created, and then after having lived on earth for a time specified by God The Father, to then be given into the hands of sinful men to be put to death physically by crucifixion, thereby paying the penalty due mankind's sin, which is physical death, noting now what we read for instance at John 1:29, "The next day he (that is, John the Baptist) saw JESUS coming to him and said, "BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD!," and also noting what we read at 1 Corinthians 5:7, "Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. FOR CHRIST OUR PASSOVER also has been sacrificed." 

In now coming back to Matthew 26:1-5, it is important to distinguish two events here. And so, when we read of the leadership of the nation of Israel at verse 26:4, “they plotted together to seize Jesus,” this spoke of the time of His arrest by them in garden of Gethsemane, as we later see actually take place at Matthew 26:45-57.

And then the second event, which The Lord Jesus spoke of at verse 26:2, "...the Son of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion," now spoke of when He would be handed to the Romans by the leadership of the nation of Israel, as we see occur later at Matthew 27:1,2, which was after He had been arrested and tried by the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief!

And let us also note that at verse 26:4,5, we read of what the leadership wanted to do, “[4] and THEY PLOTTED TOGETHER TO SEIZE JESUS BY STEALTH and kill Him. [5] But they were saying, "NOT DURING THE FESTIVAL, otherwise a riot might occur among the people."

From this, we see that their intention was to seize the Lord Jesus secretly (in other words, by deceit) without any crowd around, for the people considered God’s Son to indeed be Who He was, which was a prophet, which we see later on at Matthew 26:47 that they did accomplish, where we read, “While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up ACCOMPANIED BY A LARGE CROWD WITH SWORDS AND CLUBS, who came from the chief priests and elders of the people.” 

We are to note here that there was a “crowd” that came to arrest The Lord Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, but it was those that were from the leadership and who did want to see The Lord Jesus crucified. Those the leadership did NOT want there, were the common people, who were favourable to God’s Son, and might indeed have started a riot if they had been there.

Then when the leadership said at verse 26:5 above that they wanted to arrest The Lord Jesus, but “not during the festival,” we are to note from John 19:13,14 that this is exactly what did take place, as we there read, ‘Therefore when PILATE heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and SAT DOWN ON THE JUDGMENT SEAT at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. [14] NOW IT WAS THE DAY OF PREPARATION FOR THE PASSOVER; IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR. And he said to the Jews, "Behold, your King!" “

As we see from the above verses, The Lord Jesus had been arrested and was yet before Pilate, the Roman governor in Judea, which meant that the crucifixion had not yet taken place. Then when we read that it was the “sixth hour” on “the day of preparation for the Passover,” this meant this was now 6 am on the day that the Passover was to be held, which was at evening later that same day.

From the information already provided as background here, we know that the Passover was to be on the fourteenth of the first month of the Jewish calendar, at evening, with the Feast of Unleavened bread starting immediately after the partaking of the Passover. What this mean then is that The Lord Jesus had been arrested by the Jewish leadership, tried by them, handed over to the Romans, who then crucified God’s Son ALL BEFORE THE PASSOVER EVEN TOOK PLACE AT EVENING OF THE FOURTEENTH!

We have confirmation of this if we look at John 19:31, where we read, “Then the Jews, BECAUSE IT WAS THE DAY OF PREPARATION, SO THAT THE BODIES WOULD NOT REMAIN ON THE CROSS ON THE SABBATH (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.” 

From this we see that The Lord Jesus had been crucified and had already died on the cross before evening, which would be the fourteenth of the first month, and before the Sabbath started, which was at evening. The reference to the Sabbath being “a high day” simply meant that it was falling during the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread!

What is also very important to note from what The Lord Jesus said at verse 26:2, regarding His death being by crucifixion, which is the Greek word "Stauroo," speaking of the act  itself, meaning 'to be crucified,' or 'to crucify,' is that we have God The Father Himself giving us details of that act of crucifixion at Acts 2:23, where we read, “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, YOU NAILED TO A CROSS BY THE HANDS OF GODLESS MEN AND PUT HIM TO DEATH." 

And before we close this chapter, we should note that Satan, the devil himself, was behind what the leadership did as we see from Matthew 26:3-5, this being based on what we read at Luke 22:1-6 speaking of the same event, there reading, "[1] Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. [2] The chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of the people. [3] AND SATAN ENTERED INTO JUDAS WHO WAS CALLED ISCARIOT, BELONGING TO THE NUMBER OF THE TWELVE. [4] AND HE WENT AWAY AND DISCUSSED WITH THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND OFFICERS HOW HE MIGHT BETRAY HIM TO THEM. [5] They were glad and agreed to give him money. [6] So he consented, and BEGAN SEEKING A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO BETRAY HIM TO THEM APART FROM THE CROWD." 

And so, we are to see that the devil, Satan, was very much behind Judas Iscariot's betrayal of The Lord Jesus and also very much behind the leadership of the nation of Israel's desire to put God’s Son to death! It is no wonder then that God says to believers at Ephesians 6:12, "FOR OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, AGAINST THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF WICKEDNESS IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES." 
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The Lord Jesus’ body is anointed for burial, while Judas Iscariot begins his plot to betray Gods Son!
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We note that while the Passover was approaching (noting Matthew 26:2), God’s Son was at Bethany, where two important events occurred, as we see from what we now read at Matthew 26:6-16, "[6] NOW WHEN JESUS WAS IN BETHANY, at the home of Simon the leper, [7] a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the table. [8] But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, "Why this waste? [9] For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor." [10] But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you bother the woman? For she has done a good deed to Me. [11] For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me. [12] FOR WHEN SHE POURED THIS PERFUME ON MY BODY, SHE DID IT TO PREPARE ME FOR BURIAL. [13] Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her." [14] THEN ONE OF THE TWELVE, NAMED JUDAS ISCARIOT, WENT TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS [15] AND SAID, "WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO GIVE ME TO BETRAY HIM TO YOU?" And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him. [16] From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus." 

We see from verse 26:6 here that the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary was not the only place that The Lord Jesus went to, when He was in Bethany, being told here that "Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper." 

We are not told here if this was for a meal, or whether The Lord Jesus was staying overnight with the disciples at the home of Simon the leper. Nor are we told anything more in Scripture about this man, Simon the leper. 

However, since Simon was also known as "the leper" here, it is more than likely that he had been a leper at one time, but who had at some point in time been healed by The Lord Jesus, which would now be why God’s Son was in his home. 

We are also not told here whether this was the same leper we see The Lord Jesus heal of leprosy at Matthew 8:2-4, or the one whom God’s Son healed at Luke 17:11-19. However, one thing we know for sure here is that Simon was no longer a leper, as God had specified at Numbers 5:1-4 that those who had leprosy WERE TO GO OUTSIDE THE CAMP AND REMAIN WHILE ONE HAD THE LEPROSY. Since Simon was in his home in Bethany, then this must mean that he no longer had the leprosy!

Then we note from verse 26:7, that while The Lord Jesus was at the home of Simon the leper, "a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the table." 

Again, we are not told here who this woman was, who did this, and only Mark’s gospel gives a similar account of this event at Simon the leper's home, while also not naming the woman. 

However, we do see a similar event take place six days before the Passover at the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, which was also in Bethany, as recorded at John 12:1-8, where Mary was also seen to pour perfume on The Lord Jesus, although in that account, the perfume was poured on His feet, whereas here at Matthew 26:7, it was on His head, with both accounts also speaking of His coming burial, and which we must view as being entirely different events! 

Then at Matthew 26:8,9, we see that there is an immediate reaction from the disciples, who were also present, as they see what this unnamed woman did in having poured "an alabaster vial of very costly perfume" on The Lord Jesus' head, as He reclined at the table, "[8] But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, "Why this waste? [9] For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor." 

When we read "the disciples" here, we are to realize that this was the general reaction from all the disciples there gathered, which is sad to see, because we are now near the end of The Lord Jesus' earthly life and ministry, and He has been training the twelve in particular to carry on the ministry after His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and coming of The Holy Spirit, and yet they were still not of one heart and mind with God’s Son in regards to the things of God! 

Not surprisingly then, we see that The Lord Jesus' reaction to the comments of verses 26:8,9 was just as immediate, as He now tells them at verse 26:10-13, "[10] But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you bother the woman? For she has done a good deed to Me. [11] For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me. [12] For when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare Me for burial. [13] Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her." " 

The Lord Jesus, as God’s Son in human flesh, knew what the woman's motivation was here, in what she did, even though the disciples' obviously did not. We also note here that the disciples appear more concerned with the poor - with the word "poor" here being the Greek word "Ptochos," in reference to one who is beggarly and without material possessions - than they were with The Lord Jesus! 

To be concerned for the poor in one's midst and of this world is commendable, but in this case, it misses God's intention for His own, which is to always give Him the pre-eminence, which was here to be focused on His precious Son, while being mindful of what He had just told them at verse 26:2, namely that He would soon be handed over for crucifixion!

And we need to observe that what the disciples call a "waste" at verse 26:8, The Lord Jesus calls "a good deed" at verse 26:10, which again shows that the disciples were not of one heart and mind with The Lord Jesus!

Then when The Lord Jesus says at verse 26:12 that the woman "poured this perfume on My body... to prepare Me for burial," we are to note that the words "prepare... for burial" are one word in the original Greek, that being "Entaphiazo," which means 'to prepare a body for burial,' in reference to any provision made for this purpose. 

And what is very important to notice here is that it was indeed Mary of Bethany, who here again pours perfume on The Lord Jesus as He reclined at the table, two days before the Passover, even though we have already noted that she was the one who had already poured perfume on His feet when He had come to their home in Bethany, as we have seen at John 12! 

And so, at John 12 Mary of Bethany poured perfumed on The Lord Jesus' feet, six days before the Passover, to welcome Him into her home, as a slave would wash the feet of a
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