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Chapter 1 – Silk Scars
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The elevator opened with a soft chime, the kind of understated sound that whispered wealth without flaunting it. From polished floors that gleamed like obsidian to the curated silence of the 87th floor, the world of Archer Moretti didn’t scream power—it breathed it.

He stepped into the corridor with the ease of someone who owned not just the building, but the secrets buried beneath it. His suit was dark navy, hand-stitched in Milan, his tie an elegant shade of blood-red. No bodyguards. No entourage. Archer never needed one. The most dangerous man in Manhattan didn’t advertise his weapons—they walked behind his eyes and lived under his skin.

Inside the boardroom, eight men waited. CEOs, foreign dignitaries, a former intelligence director. Their conversations died as Archer entered. One of them—a man named Grayson Temple, steel magnate and alleged arms financier—stood to greet him. “Mr. Moretti,” he said. “It’s an honor.”

Archer didn’t shake his hand. He simply sat, folding his jacket with deliberate grace before setting it on the chair beside him. “You brought the wrong files,” he said without looking up.

Grayson’s eyes twitched. “I—I thought these were the ones your office—”

Archer glanced at his watch. “You thought wrong. Do you want to be useful, Mr. Temple?”

Grayson swallowed. “Yes, sir.”

“Then don’t think.”

The room chilled. Archer flipped open a leather-bound dossier, skimming the contents. Every name, every photo, every dollar—meticulously tracked. The Moretti Syndicate didn’t operate in shadows. It cast them.

When the meeting ended, Archer didn’t dismiss the room. He simply stood, and the rest followed like trained hounds. His presence had the gravity of a collapsing star—dense, silent, inevitable.

He returned to his office. It was more observatory than workspace, framed in dark wood and obsidian glass, every surface polished, every corner untouched by disorder. His assistant, Camilla Vance, waited by the desk. Impeccably dressed, clever-eyed, and loyal in the way most people only pretended to be.

“There’s been movement in Prague,” she said, handing him a USB drive. “León’s people intercepted a message. Code name: ‘Kingmaker.’”

Archer’s eyes flicked to hers. “They’re testing our patience.”

“They’re testing your reach.”

He smiled, the kind of smile that would unsettle even the bravest men. “Then it’s time we reminded them how long my arms are.”

Camilla nodded, then hesitated. “And the gala?”

“Confirmed.”

“Everyone will be watching. Including the Feds.”

“I hope they are,” Archer said. “I’m tired of being underestimated.”

—-
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Across the city, in a Federal Intelligence Bureau safehouse, Agent Mara Quinn studied surveillance photos scattered across a mahogany desk. Archer Moretti was in all of them. Clean shots. High angles. Expensive lenses. And still, somehow, they failed to capture what made him so difficult to touch.

“He never runs,” said a voice behind her.

Mara turned. Director Nathan Hale stood in the doorway, arms crossed, tie loosened. He looked tired. Everyone
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