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    To the broken, the rejected, the overlooked.To every soul who has walked through the shadows, longing for light.To the daughters and sons whose cries were silenced by pain and misunderstanding.This is for you.
May you find healing in truth, freedom in Christ, and the courage to rise again.You are seen. You are known. You are deeply loved.
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Prologue
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You could call it a normal family—two daughters, a mother who prayed, a father who worked hard, and a house filled with routines. Laughter echoed in some rooms. Silence reigned in others. From the outside, it all looked fine.

But not every wound bleeds where the eye can see.

This is not just a story about good and evil. It’s about the spaces in between—the grey places where many live quietly hurting, unnoticed and unheard. Where rejection gives birth to resentment. Where silence becomes a gate. Where pain left unattended grows teeth.

Some stories begin with fire. Others with a whisper.

This one begins with a look—a glance that lasted too long on one child and too briefly on the other. And over time, what seemed like a harmless seed became a vine, creeping through hearts, homes, and even heaven’s plans.

She never meant to wander.

She never thought she’d fall that far.

But the devil doesn’t knock with horns. He comes with comfort, promises, and a mirror for every wound.

And yet—grace always had the final word.

This story is for the overlooked.

The broken.

The ones who smile but are not okay.

It is for the mothers who tried, the daughters who drifted, and the love that heaven refuses to let die.

Read slowly. Pray deeply. Something in these pages may sound too familiar.

And perhaps... that’s where your own healing will begin.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Favor
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The Ndlovu home sat nestled in the quiet outskirts of Lagos, behind a high iron gate flanked by blooming hibiscus shrubs. The compound breathed both peace and subtle pressure—the kind of pressure that clings to expectations and long-held dreams. It was a home built on hope, prayers, and silent disappointments.

Tunde Ndlovu was a tall, firm-faced man in his mid-forties, known for his sharp suits and sharper business sense. Though raised in a devout Christian household, his faith had worn thin over the years, stretched by ambition and the silence of unanswered prayers. He still went to church—out of habit more than hunger—but his heart rarely knelt in reverence.

His wife, Chiamaka, once a devoted Catholic raised in the old ways, had crossed over into Tunde's faith when they married. It wasn’t much of a leap, since she never truly felt anchored in Catholic rituals. Her childhood had been shaped by incense-laced prayers to saints, yes, but also by whispered ancestral wisdom, herbs crushed in clay pots, and spiritual meanings hidden in dreams. Her grandfather had been a well-respected herbalist and spiritualist in her village. Though she never openly practiced his ways, something ancient still clung to her spirit.

Theirs was not a perfect union, but it was built on love—or something close enough.

Their struggle with childlessness in the early years of marriage nearly shattered that fragile bond. Seven long years passed without a child. Seven years of awkward family gatherings, side-eyes from relatives, and endless fasting and prayer vigils. People whispered. Some even suggested they visit “someone”—a prophet, a healer, a traditional priest. Tunde refused. Chiamaka remained quiet, keeping her bitterness buried beneath well-pressed Ankara skirts and forced smiles.

Then Nia came.

A miracle, they called her. Beautiful and bright like the dawn, though her mother nearly died bringing her into the world. Chiamaka’s pregnancy with Nia had been a storm—relentless nausea, bleeding scares, and long nights of prayer that felt more like bargaining. But in the end, Nia arrived—pink, soft, and perfect.

From that day, the atmosphere in the Ndlovu home shifted.

“God has smiled on us,” Tunde declared, lifting Nia in his arms the day they brought her home.

Relatives poured in to see the child. Gifts filled the nursery—baby clothes, toys, money wrapped in white envelopes. Even the neighbors came to stare at the little girl with the light brown eyes and golden undertones in her skin. Her hair was thick and curly, easy to style into little puffballs and bows.

“She is so beautiful! Like an angel!” Auntie Bose exclaimed, pinching Nia’s cheek.

“Just look at those eyes—like honey!” another visitor gushed.

Chiamaka glowed in their praises, even as she recovered slowly. But Tunde’s mind began to wander again. A daughter was a blessing, yes—but he still longed for a son. A boy who would one day take over his company. A legacy bearer.

Two years later, Chiamaka conceived again
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