
Silence And Other Plays 

By Albert Nyangaresi 

A play with  four scenes

Characters

	Mr Mwongo – President of Kilwa Republic

	Albert – Opposition leader

	Amos – Member of the opposition

	Eric – Member of the opposition

	Miriam – Advisor to Mr Mwongo

	Mary – Albert's friend, citizen of Kilwa

	Joan – Judge

	Dancan – Hitman for Mr Mwongo

	Duncan (Commissioner) – Head of elections (dies offstage)

	Precious – Citizen of Kilwa

	Voice – Can be played by multiple actors representing the citizens
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Prologue

The action takes place deep in the African continent in the 21st century. In the Republic of Kilwa, a presidential election is held. Mr Mwongo bribes Duncan, the chairperson of the electoral commission, and is announced as president. The opposition leader, Albert, is taken to prison during the election period. After the election, Judge Joan finds no evidence to keep Albert behind bars, so he is released.

Mary is the first to pick up Albert from prison. Mean while, Mr Mwongo and his advisor Miriam plan what to do next. They decide to eliminate Albert's supporters, including Precious and others. They also pass heavy bills that undermine human rights. Those who oppose the president are labelled "criminals" and are to be slaughtered. The citizens protest, but the president orders them to be shot on sight.

The hitman, Dancan (not to be confused with the election commissioner), tries to kill the protesters, but he is overwhelmed by the citizens. They storm the palace and take power from Mr Mwongo. Albert becomes temporary president. Mr Mwongo is sentenced to life imprisonment; Miriam receives twenty years. The people rejoice.
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Scene I

Setting: Mr Mwongo's office at the Statehouse.

(After the election period is over, Mr Mwongo sits behind his desk, deep in thought. He is worried about Albert, his greatest nightmare, whom he had imprisoned during the election. As he thinks, his advisor Miriam enters. She is a young, stunning woman from the Zulu community.)

Mr Mwongo: Hello, Miriam.

Miriam: Yes, Your Excellency.

Mr Mwongo: You flatter me, Miriam.

Miriam: What shall I call you, then? My Lordship?

(Mr Mwongo smiles.)

Miriam: Congratulations on your great victory over Kilwa Republic.

Mr Mwongo: Thank you so much, Miriam. If it weren't for you, I don't know what we would be saying today.

Miriam: We did what we had to do to secure your position. Now that you have the seat, we must think about how to handle Duncan, Albert, and his supporters.

Mr Mwongo: That's why I love you so much, Miriam. You never fail me.

Miriam: Power is not given; it is taken. If we had acted recklessly, we would be crying now, Your Honour.

Mr Mwongo: You are absolutely correct. Power is taken, and we took it using Duncan. To avoid our names being ruined, send the hitman to finish the job as soon as possible. Today itself.

Miriam: I will do as you please, Your Lordship. What about Albert, who was arrested without any crime?

Mr Mwongo: Don't worry about that. I have everything in place. You ensure that you have dealt with Duncan. And if possible, reduce the number of Albert's supporters – they could become a pandemic in the future.

Miriam: I have heard your instructions, and I will do as you want, my boss.

(Miriam exits. The light fades.)

Scene II

Setting :Outside the prison gates.

(Mary waits outside the prison for Albert, who has just been declared innocent by Judge Joan. Other opposition leaders – Amos and Eric – wait with her. The prison doors open, and Albert walks out.)

Mary: Albert, is that you?

Albert: Yes. Who else can be like me in this world, Mary?

(Mary rushes to Albert and hugs him tightly.)

Amos: Welcome back, our friend and leader. We are so sorry for congratulating Mr Mwongo as president.

Albert: I understand. Things here are tough. You had to do it to protect your lives.

Eric: Thank you for your understanding, Albert. Only a few people can understand.

Albert: Is there anything I should know, my friends?

Amos: At the moment, you should know that Mr Mwongo is the president, and he has passed several laws that completely undermine humanity.

Eric: You talk about laws. Do you know that Duncan is dead?

Albert: The chairperson of elections?

Eric: Yes. His body was found today in the river.

Albert: How sad for his family and for the country to lose such a man.

Mary: It is the will of Almighty God. What can we do?

Amos: We have to do something. What do you think, Albert?

Albert: Let's leave here first. Then I will decide. Injustice cannot be justice in our republic.

(They exit. Light fades.)

Scene III

Setting: A street in Kilwa Republic.

(Citizens and youths are demonstrating, holding signs and chanting. They demand justice for the death of Duncan (the election commissioner) and other youths killed during a strike the previous week.)

Eric: We want justice for Duncan! No retreat, no surrender!

Amos: Justice! Justice!

Precious: These useless laws are not for the citizens of Kilwa Republic!

Voice: We want justice! Justice!

(Suddenly, a hitman – Duncan – appears from a building. He opens fire on the peaceful demonstrators.)

Eric: Amos! Amos! Wake up!

Precious: What happened to Amos?

Eric: I don't know. He just fell down. He's bleeding.

Amos: (weakly) I am dying, my friends. Promise me you will always fight this injustice until the end.

Eric: You have my word, Amos.

(Amos dies. Eric closes his eyes. The citizens cry out in anger.)

Voice: There is a man in black there, on the building. He has a gun.

Eric: Citizens, we must confuse him. Surround him.

Voice: You take the right side with Precious. We'll take the left.

(Some citizens cover Amos's body with the flag of Kilwa Republic and carry it away for burial.)

Hitman (Duncan): (to himself) Why do I feel afraid?

Voice: (from the crowd) It's your end!

Hitman: You can't kill me! I have a gun. You have nothing.

Voice: How many can you kill?

Hitman: Everyone.

Eric and Precious: (together) It's your end, hitman.

Voice: Pass greetings to your ancestors, hitman.

(The citizens overwhelm the hitman and deliver mob justice. No one tries to help him. As he dies, he sees the spirits of Duncan (the commissioner) and Amos calling to him.)

Spirit voices (offstage): Duncan! Duncan! It's your time to join us.

(The hitman dies. Light fades.)

Scene IV

Location: Statehouse, Mr Mwongo's office.

Mr Mwongo waits for the hitman to return from his mission. Miriam runs into the office, breathless.

Miriam: Your Lordship... Your... Lordship.

Mr Mwongo: Relax, Miriam. First, catch your breath.

Miriam: I wanted to tell you... the hitman managed to kill Amos and the commissioner.

Mr Mwongo: Then why are you frightened? We should be celebrating.

Miriam: The hitman is dead.

(Mr Mwongo stares in disbelief.)

Mr Mwongo: The hitman is dead?

Miriam: Yes. He is no longer with us.

Mr Mwongo: What happened?

Miriam: He was killed by—

(She is cut off by voices outside.)

Voice (offstage): We want our country back!

Albert (offstage): Justice for Amos, Duncan, and all the citizens!

Voice (offstage): We want justice today!

(Citizens storm the statehouse, overpower the guards, and arrest Mr Mwongo and Miriam. They bring the prisoners before Albert, whom they have named temporary president.)

Albert: I call upon Judge Joan to do her duty.

Joan: (entering with documents) I have reviewed all the evidence presented in this case. I find Mr Mwongo guilty of more than twenty major criminal activities. I sentence him to life imprisonment.

Voice: What about his partner in crime, Miriam?

Joan: After assessing the evidence, I sentence her to twenty years in prison.

Voice: Thank you for justice!

Joan: By the power vested in me, I declare Albert the rightful winner of the election that was held. He is the rightful president of Kilwa Republic.

Voice: Thank you! Thank you!

Albert: I acknowledge the decision of our court. I order the criminals to be taken away to prison.

Eric: You are right, Your Excellency. Our court has given us what we have yearned for.

Voice: God bless Kilwa Republic!

Albert: May God allow Kilwa Republic to grow and develop into a better country – a model for many.

(The prisoners are led away. The citizens cheer. Light fades.)

THE END

The Call 

By Albert Nyangaresi 

A Play in Three Acts

Characters

	Mr Man – President of Kilwa Republic

	People – Citizens of Kilwa (can be played by a chorus)

	Servant I – Police officer

	Servant II – Police officer

	Chameleon – Chairperson of the Electoral Commission

	One Man – Opposition leader

	Madam Domir – Chief Justice

	Voice – Represents the past, speaks from offstage

	Mr Right – Advisor to the President
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"Talk about the fake promises of politicians, till he is elected"

Scene I

Location: A public rally in Kilwa Republic. A stage with a podium. Mr Man enters, waving to the crowd. People cheer and wave back.

Mr Man: Hamjambo! (Hello!)

(Mr Man waves to the people. They smile and wave back.)

Mr Man: Watu wa Kilwa, I appreciate you so much for your turnout. I am here to seek your votes for the coming election. I believe we can take this country to another level – together.

People: This is our leader! This is the angel, the guardian that God sent to us! Hurrah!

(People cheer enthusiastically.)

Mr Man: The Bible says God's times are always the best. So do not be overwhelmed. I am here to support you.

(People clap and cheer.)

Mr Man: Do not be overburdened. Leave everything to me. I am your hero. Together, let us show this great nation that even a farmer's son can be president.

Voice (offstage): Who is Mr Man?

People: Tell us!

Voice: Mr Man is a young man born from a humble background. His father is a farmer, and his mother is a businesswoman. She does small-scale business, selling farm products like maize, beans, wheat, bananas, and others.

People: Does Mr Man have siblings?

Voice: Why hesitation? Be humble, as the Bible says: humble yourself before the Almighty, and in due time you will be uplifted.

(Silence falls in the room.)

Voice: Mr Man was the eldest son of Chirchir and Elizabeth. The family had eight children, but due to outbreaks of infections like malaria, the family lost two children.

People: So touching, indeed.

(Their faces become dull. Some weep.)

Voice: Mr Man went to a nearby primary school, where teachers did twenty-five percent of the work and students did seventy-five percent. Mr Man was one of the beloved characters in the school. He used to lead the choir and excel in academics. Mr Man enjoyed singing this song a lot:

(Singing softly)

Bwana huu sehemu, yangu,

Rafiki yangu kweli,

Katika safari yangu,

Naomba utembe na mimi.

Voice: The fellow students used to mock him: "We see a future pastor!"

(People laugh.)

Mr Man: I have a passion for what I do. I don't care what you say.

Voice: Inside, Mr Man continued his academic journey. From playgroup, he was now heading to the last phase of primary school. The school saw that Mr Man could be a good leader – furthermore, he was a student who feared God. So the school appointed Mr Man as Head Boy, and he was given a girl as his assistant. The school looked forward to a better leader. Though it was his last year in primary education, Mr Man did not bother nor see it as a challenge. He grabbed the chance and started working as a school wheelbarrow!

(People laugh.)

People: School wheelbarrow! This is awesome!

Voice: He worked to see equity and quality in the institution. Students' affairs improved through his seat
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