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      Jay Dalton swore he’d never return to Crescent Bay after his parents were murdered, but when his new Alpha sends him on a mission to assist with protecting the pack from rogue wolves, he’s left with no choice but to return to the place he once called home.

      Minx Monroe knew who the Fates intended for her mate. Sexy and handsome beyond belief, she was thrilled by the pairing. Until tragedy struck, yanking him from her life.

      Fearing she had been left to walk the earth alone, she questioned if the Fates had been mistaken when they revealed their secrets.
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      Sweeping away a shroud of fog, Freyja circled behind her husband’s throne. “What a sight to behold. Odin, the great and wise all-father, perplexed by one of eternity’s greatest riddles.”

      “I wanted warriors with the hearts of wolves. Warriors who would be perfectly capable of protecting our people by shifting into the form of the wolf in battle, with enhanced strength and cunning. Look! See for yourself at the beasts that you have created.” Odin pointed to a shimmering gold cauldron.

      In the cauldron’s murky liquid, a gory scene suddenly appeared. A massive Viking army was engaged in a bloody battle, defending their walled city from an invading force. As the battle unfolded, a pack of enormous wolves leapt over the fortified walls, mercilessly ripping through the defenders. Their bloody carnage was halted by the arrival of yet another wolf pack, which met them with equal ferocity.

      “I see warriors engaged in combat, and their wolves have joined them. Since when have you cared about what men fight for?” Freyja shrugged.

      “This is not a battle between men. This is a battle between the packs of wolf warriors. Keep watching.”

      The battle had changed. The wolves joined forces, turning their blood-fueled wrath against the men until every Viking warrior had been killed.

      “This isn’t the only killing spree they have engaged in. Rogue wolf warriors have taken control of these packs and led them down a dark path. These are not protectors, Freyja. They are not what I had envisioned. They are nothing more than bloodthirsty monsters.”

      Odin kicked the cauldron, spilling the blood-red contents across the pristine marble floor.

      “They act more like Loki’s monsters than the noble guardians I had intended.”

      Noting Odin’s frustration, Freyja stretched out her arm. With a wave of her hand, a scene appeared in the mist. A lone wolf roamed through a shadowy forest, pausing to call out with an eerie yet beautiful howl.

      “The lone wolf seeks a pack, a place to belong. But a sense of belonging is not enough,” Freyja said, panning her hand in front of the changing scene.

      The lone wolf had found a pack. One by one, the wolves tested the newcomer, judging his purpose and fitness. The wolves accepted him, but he still wandered and once again grew restless. Freyja moved the scene ahead in time once more, until the new wolf ran beside a female wolf, hunting and mating under the full moon. In early spring, the pair welcomed a litter of pups. The male wolf hunted for his family and stood guard as the pups nursed and played.

      “He needed his mate to make him whole,” Freyja said quietly.

      “If the wolf had never found his mate, he would have joined other rogue wolves. He would have had a place to belong, but it would have been purposeless and destructive. The same is true with your wolf warriors.”

      Odin scoffed. “But these warriors are men first. They certainly
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