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        To Farmer Taylor,

        with thanks for his time and expertise.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOTE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        The underlined words in this book are second-grade vocabulary words to support early reading development.

      

        

      
        A complete list can be found at the end of the book.

      

      

       

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            WELCOME

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Have you ever wondered what it’s like to raise chickens on a real farm?

      

        

      
        Let’s visit the farm and find out together!
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        Farmer Taylor holding a laying hen.

      

      Farmer Taylor owns Wild Grown Farm with his wife, Farmer Shannon. He began working on a farm in Colorado before buying a 10-acre farm in Central Oregon.
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        Chicken roosting.

      

      Farmer Taylor started his farming career with three backyard chickens. Now he raises laying hens (chickens that lay eggs) and broiler chickens (for meat). He also has roosters that are male chickens.
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        Farmer Taylor holding a turkey he raises for meat.

      

      Farmer Taylor also raises turkeys for meat.
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        Farmer Taylor on his tractor.

      

      
      Farmer Taylor loves raising chickens in Central Oregon because the sky is so blue it makes him squint. He also loves to look at the mountains surrounding his farm.
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        Laying hens on Wild Grown Farm.

      

      Farmer Taylor has 75 laying hens. That’s a lot of chickens and even more eggs!
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        Chicken laying an egg.

      

      Farmer Taylor’s chickens lay only one egg in a 24-hour period. They typically lay in the late morning, then they spend the rest of the day eating and wandering around the pasture.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Mobile coop on Wild Grown Farm.

      

      Farmer Taylor’s laying hens live in a mobile coop. The coop sits on a trailer, and he moves it around the pasture with his tractor. Inside the coop or henhouse, the chickens nestle to lay their eggs.
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        Chickens roosting in the mobile coop.

      

      When the sun goes down, the hens go in the coop to stay safe from predators that prowl at night. Predators are wild animals that would harm the chickens, like foxes, skunks, or raccoons.
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        Chickens on Wild Grown Farm.

      

      The chickens are pasture-raised, which means that during the day they’re in a fenced pasture. They love being in the pasture where they can eat worms, ants, spiders, and roly-poly bugs, or pill bugs, all day long.
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        Chickens drinking water on Wild Grown Farm.

      

      These chickens can’t fly because their wings are clipped. This keeps them in the fenced area, so Farmer Taylor doesn’t have to rescue them from predators during the day.
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        Farmer Taylor feeding grain to his chickens.

      

      Farmer Taylor’s first chore every morning is to feed the hens grain. They race over to him, clucking and pecking at the ground for food.
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        Farmer Taylor collecting eggs.

      

      Another chore is to collect eggs, generally at dusk.
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        Farmer Taylor holding eggs.

      

      Farmer Taylor carefully removes the eggs from the henhouse, laying them gently in a basket so they don’t break. Next, they are washed and placed in cartons to sell.
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        Eggs ready for sale.

      

      Eggs are sold by the dozen. There are 12 eggs in a dozen.
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        Farmer Taylor holding multi-colored eggs.

      

      Eggshell color depends on the breed of chicken rather than the quality or type of feed. Farmer Taylor’s chickens lay multi-colored eggs that can be white, brown, blue, green, and tan, but all of their yolks are the same—dark, dark orange.
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        Hard-boiled eggs.

      

      Farmer Taylor loves eggs. He loves them scrambled and fried, deviled eggs, and hard-boiled to eat for snacks, but he especially loves them in cookies and cakes.
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        Farmer Taylor checking his chickens.

      

      Farmer Taylor checks his chickens every day to make sure they are strong and healthy.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Farmer Taylor treating the hen’s comb with coconut oil.

      

      Sometimes the chickens get sick, and Farmer Taylor has to watch over them. The combs on the roosters (male chickens) can get really dry and dusty, so he rubs coconut oil into them to keep them moist. A rooster’s comb is a crown-like growth on top of its head that is bright red and slightly wobbly. 
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        Farmer Taylor putting fresh straw in the henhouse.

      

      The henhouse is cleaned regularly because chickens like to have fresh straw to lay their eggs.
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        Meat chickens ready for sale.

      

      Farmer Taylor also raises meat chickens. These are chickens that are raised for their meat, which makes delicious foods like chicken strips, chicken nuggets, and fried or barbecued chicken.
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        Chicken feet.

      

      Organ meat, like the heart, liver, and gizzard, are eaten, too. Even the feet are used to make chicken broth, and they sell out the first day they’re available.
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        Chickens on Wild Grown Farm.

      

      Farmer Taylor raises specific breeds of chickens. A breed is a type of chicken, and he uses specific breeds that do well in cold climates because it can get really cold in Central Oregon.
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        Plymouth Rock breed in the front and Isa Brown in the background.

      

      For his laying hens, Farmer Taylor raises several breeds
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