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Chapter 1: Introduction: Madhya Pradesh: Heartland of India
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Madhya Pradesh is in the centre of India and is also called the heart of India. Sehore near Jabalpur is the centre point of India.  Before the Christian era, Madhya Pradesh was a corridor for travel from North India to South India. Maurya Emperor Bindusara appointed his son Ashoka as the ruler of Ujjain. In the 4th century AD, the golden era started during the rule of the Gupta dynasty. In the 7th century, Emperor Harshavardhana ruled Madhya Pradesh. In the 9th century, much development happened during the Chandela and Parmar dynasty. The temples of Khajuraho and Kalachuri were constructed during this era.

This state is famous for its culture, history, and nature. Madhya Pradesh is the second-largest Indian state by area, bordered by the 8 states of Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Bihar, Jharkhand, and Rajasthan. The region was ruled by the prominent dynasties of India, Including the Maratha Empire.

This state is home to ten National Parks; Bandhavgarh, Kanha, Satpura, Sanjay, Madhav, Van Vihar, Panna, Pench, Mandla Plant Fossils National Park, and Dinosaur National Park, Dhar.

Tapti and Narmada rivers flow from East to West. Chambal, Sone, Betwa, Mahanadi, and Indrabati rivers flow from West to East. The Vindhya Mountains are in the North of the state, and the Satpura Mountains are in the South. Nature reserves include Amarkantak, Bagh Caves, Pachmarhi, Patalkot, and Panna.

The main cities of MP are Indore, Bhopal, Jabalpur, Gwalior, Ujjain, Sagar, Dewas, Satna, Ratlam, and Rewa.

There are four UNESCO sites in Madhya Pradesh: the Khajuraho Group of Monuments,  Devi Jagadambi temple in Khajuraho, the Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka and Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi. Other architecturally significant or scenic sites include Amarkantak,  Bhopal, Vidisha, Chitrakoot, Dhar, Gwalior, Indore, Jabalpur, Maheshwar, Mandleshwar, Mandu, Omkareshwar, Orchha, Pachmarhi, Shivpuri, Mandla, and Ujjain.

Madhya Pradesh is the birthplace of music gharanas like Maihar, Gwalior, and Senia Gharana. Noted Dhrupad exponents Aminuddin Dagar, Gundecha Brothers, Uday Bhawalkar, Kumar Gandharva, Kishore Kumar, and Lata Mangeshkar were also born in present-day Madhya Pradesh.

We visited Madhya Pradesh many times in 1994, 2008, and 2014. We visited most of the worth seeing places like Indore, Ujjain, Omkareshwar, Khandwa, Maheshwar, Mandu, Ashmadha Fossil park, Bagh Caves, Dhar, Bhimbetka Rock Shelters, Bhojeshwar Shiva Temple, Bhopal, Sanchi, Udaigiri, Pachmarhi, Jabalpur, Amarkantak, Kanha, Khajuraho, Orchha, and Gwalior. 

A map of Madhya Pradesh with the spots we visited and the route is given below:
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https://d-maps.com/carte.php?num_car=8803&lang=en
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Ramghat, Ujjain
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Lalbag Palace, Indore
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Omkareshwar Temple, Khandwa
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Maheshwar Temple and Fort
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Jahaj Mahal, Mandu
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Ashmadha Fossil Park
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Bagh Caves, Dhar
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Bhojshala, Dhar
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Bhimbetka
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Bhojeshwar Shiva Temple

[image: image]

Taj Ul Masajid, Bhopal
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Great Stupa, Sanchi
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Udaigiri Caves, Near Bhopal
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Jatashankar, Panchmarhi
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Marble Rocks, Jabalpur
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Kalachuri Temples, Amarkantak
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Kanha National Park
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Kandaria Mahadev Temple, Khajuraho
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Orchha Palace and Chaturbhuj Temple, Orchha
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Pandav Caves, Panna

[image: image]

Ram Darshan Temple, Chitrakoot
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Gwalior Fort, Gwalior

Transport:

Hiding a cab with a driver for the entire stay will be a good idea. Plan your journey in one direction on an MP map, make your Google My map and calculate the distance. Contact some of the local car rental companies from where you will start your journey. If you start your trip from Bhopal, some addresses are given below.

Bharati Taxi:

https://www.bharattaxi.com/: you can input the cities you want to go to and the start and end day, and they will give the approximate fare. For a round trip of 21 days and a chargeable distance of 3750 km, the charge should be around INR 66000 for a sedan car for 4 persons. The cost is as of September 2023.

Savaari: https:

//www.savaari.com/bhopal/car-rental

Zoom Car for self-drive: https://www.zoomcar.com/bhopal/

Mychoize for self-drive: https://www.mychoize.com/self-drive-car-rentals-bhopal

Trains:

If you want to travel by train, all the cities are connected by rail network and will be the cheapest. Due to train timings, your stay may be slightly more extended. Properly plan your visit, and it will be comfortable. You use IRCTC to plan your train journey.

Bus:

There is an excellent bus network in Madhya Pradesh. Bhopal, Gwalior, Lucknow, Jhansi, Agra, Allahabad, Benaras, and Khajuraho are well connected, and several buses are plying between these cities.

Accommodation:

For online booking, you may contact:

https://www.makemytrip.com/hotels

https://www.makemytrip.com/hotels

https://www.yatra.com/hotels

http://trivago.in/ for fare comparison.
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Chapter 2: Indore: Madhya Pradesh
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We visited Madhya Pradesh in April 2014. Our journey began at the New Delhi railway station on the 1st of April, where we boarded a train to Indore. When we reached Indore on 2nd April, a cab that we had pre-booked was waiting for us at the Indore railway station.

Indore was the capital of the Holkar dynasty near the confluence of the rivers Saraswati and Khan in the Vindhya plateau. Capital at Maheshwar was transferred to Indore in 1811. The largest city of Madhya Pradesh, Indore, is the most populous and is situated by the banks of two rivulets – Saraswati and Khan. Indore was the trading hub between Delhi and the Deccan in the 16th Century. Indore came under the Maratha empire in 1700 after Peshwa Baji Rao 1 took control of the Malwa region. It flourished during Holkar Dynasty. It functions as the financial capital of Madhya Pradesh. Indore has been the cleanest city in India for four years in a row, as per the Swachh Survekshan for 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020.  Indore is famous for its culinary culture, combining Maharashtrian, Malawi, Rajasthani, and Gujarati influences. Two of Indore's most noteworthy street food places are Chappan Dukan and Sarafa Bazaar. Sarafa Bazar is India's only night street-food market. It attracts large crowds from the city and tourists from all over the country. Indore is also famous for its wide variety of namkeens and has many well-known namkeen stores throughout the city. Poha, kachori, samosa, jalebi, gulab jamun, rabdi, gajak, imarti, bhel, pani puri, hot dog, egg banjo, moong bhajiya, moong daal halwa, dahi wada, sabudana khichdi, sabudana wada, dhokla and sev are the most popular food items of Indore. The city has many important tourist places, like Khajrana Ganesh Temple, Kaanch Mandir, Rajwada, Lalbagh Palace, etc.

We visited Khajrana Ganesh Temple, Krishnapura Holkar Chatris, Rajwada, Lalbagh Palace, Annapurna Temple, and Shani Temple. From the station, we went first to Khajrana Ganesh Temple. Maharani Ahilyabai Holkar, the Queen of the Holkar dynasty, built this Temple in 1735. The ancient idol of Lord Ganesha was excavated and installed in the temple. The well in front of the temple is where the idol was excavated. 
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Khajrana Ganesh Temple
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Khajrana Ganesh
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Khajrana Ganesh Temple

Our next destination was Krishnapura Holkar Chhatris. The Chhatris were built in the late 1800 in memory of the Holkar rulers. The tombs were built on the cremation spots near Rajwada. These chhatris are one of the cultural heritage sites of Indore. Three chhatris are dedicated to Maharani Krishnabai Holkar, Maharaja Tukoji Rao Holkar II, and his son Shivaji Rao Holkar.
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Tukoji Rao and Shivaji Rao Holkar Chhatris
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Krishna Temple
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Maharani Krishnabai Chhatri

Then we went to Sri Ram Mandir, a beautiful three-Shikhar white temple. The entrance was adorned with two white marble guards and two elephants. There were idols of Ram-Lakshman-Sita, Bhagawati, Radha Krishna, and Hanumanji.
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Sri Ram Mandir
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Idols of Ram, Sita, and Lakshman
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Idol of Bhagawati
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An idol of Radha Krishna
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Idol of Hanuman

Next, we went to Rajwada Palace, very near to the Chhatris. It is located near the famous Khajuri market of Indore and was built by the Holkars of the Maratha Dynasty. The seven-storied Palace exemplified Marathas's royal grandeur and architectural skills two centuries ago. The Palace is a beautiful blend of Maratha, Mughal, and French styles of architecture. The lower floors are made of marble, but the upper floors are made of wood. We visited Rajwada during day time as well as nighttime, fully illuminated.
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Rajwada Palace
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Rajwada Palace
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Rajwada in night

[image: image]

Rajwada in night

Our next destination was Lal Bagh Palace. This was the residence of the Holkar kings in Indore. The Lal Bagh Palace has grand corridors and beautifully decorated rooms. Spread on sprawling 28 acres of land, the palace resembles the taste of the rulers of the Holkar dynasty. The Palace is now a  sort of museum. Memories of the Holkar family are visible all over the Palace.
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Lal Bagh Palace
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Lal Bagh Palace
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Sculptures in Lal Bagh Palace  
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Sculptures in Lal Bagh Palace  

From Lalbag Palace, we went to Annapurna Temple. Annapurna Temple, dedicated to the deity of food, besides being a place of pilgrimage, is a significant tourist attraction. There are shrines of Shiva, Kalbhairava, and Hanuman. The temple's entrance is adorned with four-life-size statues of elephants. The superb architectural splendour of the temple makes it a must-visit for all tourists. The temple was constructed in the 9th century, and the architecture combines Indo-Aryan and Dravidian styles. The outer walls of the temple exhibit colourful mythological images.
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Annapurna Temple
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Annapurna Temple
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Colourful Carvings on the Temple wall
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Ved Mandir

Very near to Annapurna Temple is the Vaishno Devi temple, which is just a replica of the original Vaishno Devi Temple at Jammu. The narrow cave-like entrance, waterfalls, lighting, and air conditioning are fantastic.
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Maa Vaishno Devi Temple

On the way to Yagnashala, we went to Shani Temple and had a darshan.
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Shani Temple

Next, we went to the newly built Temporary Yagnashala by the side of Jwala Devi temple. There are about 1000 yagnakund where simultaneously 1000 yagnas can be performed.
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Jwala Devi Temple
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Yagnashala

Then we went again to Rajwada to enjoy the night scene of Rajwada and returned to our hotel.

––––––––
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Transport:

Hiring a full-day taxi to move around the city is better. You may contact:

	https://www.olacabs.com/

	https://taxiinindore.com/car.html

	https://www.savaari.com/indore/car-rental

	https://www.bharattaxi.com/indore


Accommodation:

For online booking, you may contact :

	https://www.makemytrip.com/hotels

	https://www.goibibo.com/hotels/

	https://www.yatra.com/hotels

	http://trivago.in/ 


for fare comparison.

Budget Restaurants:

Information from Visa to Explore :

	Vijay Chaat House: Famous for fried patties, this is a famous street food of Indore

	Sawaraiyan Seth khichdi

	Madhuram Sweets And Namkeen


Others :

	MealsLab

	Mamaji Bhojanalay And Restaurant

	Chopstick City

	Royal Rasoi

	Nakoda Shri Veg Restaurant

	And many more
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