
[image: cover]


[image: ]


FOR MY LATE PARENTS PETER AND MAUREEN

MARK GOLLEY


THE WILDLIFE TRUSTS


[image: ]



The Wildlife Trusts are the UK’s largest people-powered organisation caring for all nature – rivers, bogs, meadows, forests, seas and much more. We are 47 Wildlife Trusts covering the whole of the UK with a shared mission to restore nature everywhere we can and to inspire people to value and take action for wildlife.

Together we take action for thousands of wild places that are great for both people and wildlife. These include more than 760 woodlands, 500 grasslands and even 11 gardens. Most people live within a few miles of a Wildlife Trust nature reserve. To find your nearest reserve, visit wildlifetrusts.org/reserves or download our free Nature Finder app from the iTunes or Google Play store. You can also find out about thousands of events and activities taking place across the UK, from bug hunts and wildplay clubs to guided walks and identification courses at wildlifetrusts.org/whats-on.

We work to connect children with nature through our inspiring education programmes and we protect wild places where children can spend long days of discovery. We want children to go home with leaves in their hair, mud on their hands and a little bit of nature in their hearts. Find out more about our junior membership branch, Wildlife Watch, and the activities, family events and kids clubs you can get involved with at wildlifewatch.org.uk.

Our goal is nature’s recovery, on land and at sea. To achieve this we rely on the vital support of our 800,000 members, 40,000 volunteers, donors, corporate sponsors and funders. To find the Wildlife Trust that means the most to you and lend your support, visit wildlifetrusts.org/your-local-trust.

The Wildlife Trusts
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t: 01636 677711
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INTRODUCTION

Whether you live in the heart of the country or the middle of a city, birds will be attracted to your garden. Indeed, one of the greatest pleasures of owning a garden is watching the birds that visit it.

If you enjoy looking at garden birds, you’re not alone. In recent years, millions of people have discovered the joys of observing bird behaviour at close range. But it’s not only humans who benefit – gardens are vital for the well-being and survival of birds, too.

Britain’s gardens cover more than quarter of a million hectares, making them one of our most valuable bird habitats. In spring and summer, trees, bushes and artificial nest sites provide a range of places for birds to nest and rear their young. In winter, your garden can become a vital refuge for birds, especially if you regularly supply food and water. During prolonged cold spells, this can make the difference between life and death, particularly for smaller species.

This book has two principal aims: to show you how to encourage birds to visit your garden, by providing places for them to feed, drink and nest; and to enable you to identify the different species.

Section One (Watching and Attracting Birds to your Garden) contains practical advice on how to create the best habitats for birds, and on providing food, water and nest sites. It also tells you which species you can expect to visit your garden at different times of the year.

Section Two (Identifying the Birds) consists of seventy fully-illustrated, double-page spreads, each covering a single species. These will help you identify the visitors to your garden, as well as informing you about their habits. Each spread includes illustrations of the bird in various different plumages, showing different forms of behaviour.

Finally, there is a short section, Useful Addresses and Further Reading to help you make the most of your interest in garden birds.
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BIRD TOPOGRAPHY

Bird topography, as its name suggests, is simply a description of the external features of a bird. Without a clear agreement amongst birdwatchers about what each particular part of a bird is called, precise identification would be much more difficult.

Some terms used in bird topography are self-explanatory: for example the bill, legs and crown. Others are specialised terms, often baffling to the beginner, such as tertials, lores and supercilium. In fact, with practice, learning these terms is not so hard as it first appears. Bird feathering follows a logical pattern and many topographical terms reflect this. For example, the pattern of feathers on a bird’s wing is more or less the same whatever the species.

The garden is an ideal place to learn about bird topography, as you normally get close and prolonged views. Try comparing the birds you see with the diagram, and see if you can spot the different areas. You will soon find that it adds a new dimension to your appreciation and knowledge of garden birds.
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Bird Topography
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The sturdy, hooked bill of the Sparrowhawk is ideally suited to tearing apart the flesh from small mammals and birds, leaving little wastage.
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The Bullfinch has a broad, sharp-edged bill, ideal for stripping buds and crushing seeds and fruits.
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The compact, neat bill of the Chiffchaff allows plenty of opportunity for catching small insects such as greenfly. Crumbs and suet from a bird table are also easy ‘prey’.
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Blackbirds, like many birds common to town and country, have an ‘all-purpose’ bill allowing them to eat a wide variety of foods.
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