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All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. 

For permission requests, please contact the author at crossway0945@gmail.com.

Thank you for supporting the rights of the author and for helping to protect the ocean through your curiosity and learning.
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This book is a reflection of my deep commitment to helping children understand the wonders of the ocean and the urgent need to protect it. It was inspired by the real threats marine life faces—pollution, habitat destruction, and the loss of biodiversity. Through this journey, I’ve sought to highlight how even the smallest actions, whether by a single person or a group, can have a positive impact on the world around us.

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to my wife, whose endless patience and unwavering encouragement made this project possible. Her belief in this mission has given me the strength to see this book through to completion.

To everyone who helped shape this book, and to the countless organizations and individuals who work tirelessly to protect our oceans—thank you. Without your dedication, this story would not have been possible.

Lastly, to every young reader—may this book inspire you to look at the ocean, and our world, with wonder and care. Together, we can make a difference.
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The ocean is a world full of wonder, mystery, and life. But it’s also a world that faces real danger. Pollution, climate change, and human activity have hurt many marine creatures, and without help, the delicate balance of the ocean could be lost.

This book is an adventure that takes readers deep beneath the surface, where Maren, a small butterflyfish, and her friends work together to restore the ocean’s balance. Throughout their journey, they face challenges that teach them the importance of teamwork, respect for nature, and the power of even the smallest actions.

Though this story is filled with magical elements like the Shell of the Abyss and the Pearl, the truth is that there are no quick fixes for the ocean’s problems. It’s up to all of us—children and adults alike—to protect and restore the environment. Whether it’s recycling, reducing plastic waste, or simply learning more about the ocean, every action counts.

I hope that Maren’s journey shows you that you don’t need magic to make a difference. Even small acts of kindness towards the planet can lead to big changes. Enjoy the adventure, and remember—the ocean needs guardians like you.
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[image: A yellow and black striped fish swimming in water
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A brave and curious butterflyfish who leads the journey to restore balance to the ocean, showing that even the smallest can make a big difference.
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The wise, knowledgeable turtle who guides Maren through the mysteries of the ocean, teaching valuable lessons along the way.
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A playful and fast dolphin who learns that teamwork and patience are just as important as speed in their adventure.
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A clever octopus with camouflage abilities, who learns the value of visibility and being an active part of the team.
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A glowing lanternfish who uses her light to guide the group through the ocean’s darkest depths, teaching the importance of balance.
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The powerful Sea Dragon and guardian of the Abyss who tests Maren’s group to ensure they understand the true meaning of ocean protection.
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1
The Call to Adventure




[image: image]


[image: image]

The sun's golden rays filtered softly through the tranquil waters of Maren’s reef, casting a warm glow over the vibrant underwater world. Schools of fish darted playfully between the sprawling coral gardens, their scales flashing in the dappled light. It was a scene of peace, a place where life thrived in harmony. But beneath the surface, something was wrong.

Maren floated near a large coral, watching her fellow fish as they swam without a care. Yet, there was a heaviness in the water today, a dark current that tugged at the edges of the reef. She couldn’t explain it, but the ocean felt... different. Then, in the distance, she spotted a small, frantic figure racing toward the reef. It was Rina, the clownfish, but something about her was off.

Rina’s usually bright orange scales were dull, and her movements were erratic, as though she were struggling to swim. She burst into the heart of the reef, gasping for breath, her wide eyes filled with panic.

“Please! Someone... someone has to help! Our city... the Coral City is dying!” Rina’s voice trembled with desperation.

The fish of the reef exchanged nervous glances, backing away from Rina as if her panic was contagious. One whispered to another, “What’s wrong with her? Why is she here?”

“Pollution,” another murmured in reply, “I heard the water there is poisoned... No one should go near.”

Rina’s eyes filled with tears as she pleaded, “The coral is fading! Our home
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