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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge of American English. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find American English dialogues that are ideal for beginners. 

The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.

To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, expressions, etc. that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each dialogue. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one dialogue a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to becoming more proficient with American English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities in Cheonan and Busan. These days, I'm teaching teenagers and adults in Vancouver, Canada. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or snowshoeing.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea I successfully completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost 15 years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

I hope that you find this book useful. I would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have.

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com 

You may also want to check out these other books by Jackie Bolen. It's easy to find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  English Collocations in Dialogue

−  Advanced English Conversation Dialogues

−   
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​Meeting Someone New
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Tim and Zeke are meeting for the first time at Sam's party. 

Tim: Hi, I don't think I know you. My name is Tim. 

Zeke: Nice to meet you. My name is Zeke. 

Tim: So how do you know Sam? 

Zeke: Well, we were co-workers years ago at ABC construction company. How about you? 

Tim: Oh, I'm Sam's neighbor. I live next door to him. 

Zeke: I see. It's a nice neighborhood. When did you move here? 

Tim: Years ago. It's changed a lot but in a good way. 

Zeke: Well, nice to meet you. I'm going to grab another drink. 

Vocabulary

co-workers: People that work together. 

years ago: Many years in the past. 

construction company: A company that builds buildings. 

next door: The house beside. 

neighborhood: An area where people live. 

grab: Get. 

Practice

	Just wait. I want to _____ my jacket before we go.

	Cindy and I were _____ until quite recently. 

	Which _____ are you thinking about moving to? 

	I met Tony _____. We played soccer together. 

	You should move _____ to me! I would be so happy. 

	I've heard bad things about that ______. Be careful.


Answers

	grab 

	co-workers 

	neighborhood

	years ago 

	next door

	construction company 
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​Taking a Taxi
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Can I get a taxi to ______ at ______?

Sure, no problem

I don't see the taxi yet. Is he still coming?

Yes, he's on the way. 

Oh, he should be there now. You don't see him? 

Can I go to ______?

Sure, no problem.

How much is it?

It'll be around $70. 

Do you go to the airport?

Yes, do you want to go now?

No, you'll have to get a green taxi for that. 

Do you want to put your bag in the trunk?

Sure. 

No, it's okay. I'll keep it in the back seat with me. 

––––––––
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Dialogue #1: 

Tom: Where would you like to go?

Jenny: To the airport, please. Do you go there?

Tom: Yes I do. 

Jenny: About how much will it cost? 

Tom: Around $50. 

Jenny: Okay. Sounds good. 

Dialogue #2: 

Tim: Where can I get a taxi to downtown? 

Carrie: Oh, there's a taxi stand one block that way, on your right. 

Tim: Perfect. Thank you.
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​The Coffee Shop Recommendation
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Keith and Sara are discussing coffee shops near their office. 

Keith: I need a coffee and I'm so tired of the stuff here at work. It's terrible. 

Sara: You're 100% right about that. I usually go to Monk's Coffee. It's just around the corner. 

Keith: Oh. I've never been there. Why do you like it? 

Sara: They roast and grind their own coffee beans. It makes a big difference. 

Keith: Okay. I'll head over there now. Do I turn right or left when I exit the building? 

Sara: Turn right and walk one block. You'll see it on your left. 

Keith: Thanks so much! I'm excited to try it. 

Vocabulary 

100% right: Totally correct. 

roast: Heat or cook something in an oven. 

grind: Make smaller by using force. 

coffee beans: The part of the coffee plant that becomes coffee, after roasting and grinding. 

head over there: Go to a certain place. 

exit: Leave. 

one block: An area of land in a city. Usually a square or rectangle. 

––––––––
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Practice 

	It's not far. Just walk _____ and look to your right.

	I'm going to _____ a ham for Easter dinner. 

	I prefer Arabica _____ to other kinds. 

	Can we _____ that agreement without any penalties? 

	I'm not arguing. I know that you're _____.

	If you _____ your own beans before you make coffee, the results are much better. 

	We're going to be late. Let's _____ right now. 


Answers

	one block

	roast 

	coffee beans

	exit 

	100% right 

	grind 

	head over there 
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​Thanking People
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Thanks for your help today.

You're welcome.

I appreciate your help.

No problem.

Of course.

Thanks for (looking after my son, carrying my bag, helping me with my homework, etc.)

No worries.

That's very kind of you.

Oh, it was nothing.

No problem.

My pleasure.

You shouldn't have gone to the trouble.

It was no problem at all.

I was happy to help.

Thank you for _____ (many answers possible).

You're welcome. 

Dialogue #1: 

Tom: Thanks for your help with moving today, Jenny. You shouldn't have gone to the trouble.

Jenny: Oh, no problem at all. I don't mind helping you. You've been very kind to me over the years.

Tom: You're welcome. And, I still really appreciate the help.

Jenny: No worries. That's what friends are for. 

Dialogue #2: 

Tim: Carrie, I really appreciate your help with that assignment. 

Carrie: No problem, it was a tough one. 

Tim: Yeah, I just couldn't figure it out. 

Carrie: It took me a while too. Anyway, I'm always happy to help a friend out. 

Tim: I'm thankful to have you in this class with me.
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