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​Introduction
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Jesus told the disciples that He would give us the keys to the Kingdom. We know that He spoke of authority and access. The Kingdom Citizens series is designed to help believers live daily as followers of Christ. 

Kingdom Citizens gives brief and vital information teaching Christians how to live under God’s rule in a world that is opposed to Christ. It is our prayer that you will be blessed by the materials presented. Jesus said that it is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.

In this issue

In this publication, we will explore the life of Enoch. Enoch is known as the man who pleased God. Consequently, he went to heaven without dying. Though much is not written concerning him, we can learn from him. Through his example, we will learn how to please the Lord in our walk with him.
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​-Section 1-

Enoch’s Entrance
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And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the Lord. (Genesis 4:26)

Enoch is one of the Bible’s most notable figures. Although the account of his life is found in a few verses of scripture, his example is to be followed. Both the Old and New Testament attest to his righteousness and relationship with the Lord. 

There is debate concerning his role as a prophet and concerning his role in the end-times. Scholars have speculated that Enoch will return as one of the two  witnesses (along with Elijah) as noted  in  the Book of Revelation. 

Though controversy surrounds his life and legacy, there are lessons that every Christian leader can learn from his example.

Genesis 5:18-24 records the account of Enoch’s life. Enoch was the seventh recorded descendant from Adam through Seth. 

Enoch was born years after man’s fall and the multiplication of people on the earth. After Seth’s birth and subsequent fatherhood, men began to call upon the name of the Lord.

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son,  and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And to Seth, to him also there was born a son;  and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the Lord. (Genesis 4:25-26 KJV)

However, we find that not all served the Lord. Though men began to call upon the name of the Lord, the descendants following Seth and Enos were not identified as servants of the Lord. 

Though Enoch was a righteous  man, we have no record of his lifestyle before the age of 65 and birth of Methuselah. It  was not until after the birth  of  Methuselah  that his relationship with the Lord is noted.

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked with God AFTER he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. (Genesis 5:21-22; Emphasis  mine)

The text introduces Enoch’s relationship with the Lord subsequent to his fatherhood. This brief account introduces us to some spiritual truths.

Relationship in Ministry

First, we understand that when we speak of ministry in a spiritual sense, it is usually compared to a natural birth. We discover that after Enoch became a father, a notable relationship with  the Lord is cited. This  leads  to a  lesson  for leaders. 

After the Lord “births” a ministry or gift in you, your relationship with the Lord should become more sound, significant, and solid. A discernible commitment and love for  the Lord should come as a result of the calling of God upon your life. 

Many leaders become stagnant in their relationships with the Lord upon entering service. Some feel that they have somehow “arrived” with the acceptance of a position or ministry. 

However, Christian leaders should be humbled that God would allow them to serve in His kingdom; thus, causing a greater development of commitment and character in their relationship with Him.

Fruitfulness in Ministry

Second, Enoch entrance leads us to another truth. Enoch’s son was named Methuselah, which means “man of offspring.” This alludes to fruitfulness. Methuselah lived to become the oldest man listed among the patriarchs,  even among all mankind.

And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died. (Genesis5:27 KJV)

In addition, his descendants (through Noah) lived on to repopulate the earth after the flood. 

And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters. And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: And he called his name Noah, (Genesis 5:26, 28-29a KJV)

This demonstrates to us that whatever ministry God brings forth in us should be fruitful and lasting. Not only should our work be effective while we live, but even after our departure from the earth, a legacy of righteousness should remain.

Righteousness in Ministry

A final truth we learn from Enoch is that whatever we did before we knew the Lord, or even whatever we did while growing in the Lord, should not affect our future righteousness and relationship with Him. Again, the text seems to allude to the fact  that after Enoch had lived a while, then he fully committed himself to the Lord.

There are those who feel that they have missed the mark too many times for the Lord to use them effectively in ministry. This is simply not true. Not only will you be able to perform your ministry, but also walk in righteousness as you do it. Remember this expression, “It’s not how you start, but how you finish.” Enoch’s finish was glorious and the believers can be also.
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​-Section 2-

Enoch’s Exit

[image: ]


And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. (Genesis 5:24)

All men since Adam had the same testimony: they died. No matter how long the person lived, the end of his life was punctuated with death. However, death did not characterize the exit of Enoch. Unlike those before him, the Lord took him.

And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. (Genesis 5:23-24 KJV)

Enoch escaped the taste of death because of  his relationship with the Lord. This one verse of scripture introduces us to some spiritual truths for the believer today,

The Validity of the Resurrection

There is abounding controversy concerning the return of Christ. Since Christianity’s early existence, men have challenged the validity of the rapture and resurrection. Paul had to confront this challenge in the churches.

And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. (2 Timothy 2:17-18 KJV)

Hymenaeus and Philetus were false brethren in the churches. They taught the people that Jesus’ second coming and the resurrection had already taken place. Consequently, some believers had lost hope. However, Paul asserted that the resurrection was still a future event. 

In his letters to the Corinthians and Thessalonians, Paul had to defend the doctrine of the rapture and resurrection of the dead. 

Christian leaders today must hold fast to the belief of the second coming of Jesus and resurrection of the dead – this is our hope in God.

In addition, Christians have to guard against walking in the same deception of the Jehovah Witnesses who spiritualized Jesus’ return. They asserted that He came back in “his presence only” in 1914.  However, His coming will be an actual event.

The Validity of the ‘Rapture’

Since scholars use the word ‘rapture’ to refer to the living Christians meeting the Lord at His return, opponents declare that there is a misinterpretation of the text in I Thessalonians and this event will not happen. 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  (I Thessalonians 4:17 KJV)

The use of the word rapture comes from the Latin form of the verb used to describe ‘caught up’ in the King James Version. However, with or without the use of this term the passage is clear that the Lord will take the living saints (like Enoch) to live with Him forever. Other scriptures attest to this fact. 

The scriptures are not clear concerning Enoch’s life and ministry. But, it does allude to identifying Enoch as a prophet. Jude cites the prophetic ministry of Enoch. He also prophesied of the second coming of the Lord with the saints.

And Enoch also, the seventh from
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