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Many serial killers earned their monikers from the press who needed to make them stand out in order to sell the newspapers and intrigue the public. Therefore, we have the Night Stalker, the Zodiac Killer, Son of Sam, and so on. All of them terrorized their neighborhoods or entire cities at one point in time. A young woman made it to the list with a quite modern nickname – the Selfie Killer. Amanda Taylor is a millennial and not a serial killer. However, her crime shocked the nation because she decided to publish her own photograph with her murder victim. She then embarked on a killing spree which was luckily prevented. Amanda wanted to be infamous and hoped she would become known globally through a most gruesome deed. She often spoke about the serial killers she admired and fantasized about becoming one. But what events led to the decision to actually get a knife and murder another human being? 

Early life

Amanda Taylor was born on March 27th, 1991 in Christiansburg, Virginia. She was a somewhat troubled child from the moment she started going to school. Amanda’s parents tried their best to support their daughter throughout her difficult times, and she was hospitalized twice due to her ongoing psychological problems. Even though her medical background is unknown to the public, it is suspected that she was depressed and had self-injury tendencies. However, her life took a turn for the better in ninth grade when she met Rex Taylor. Amanda immediately thought that Rex is her soulmate and the two of them hit it off right away. Their relationship was filled with love and understanding for each other. They connected on so many different levels and had the same hobbies, as well as interests. Amanda was always mesmerized by the true crime and had a fascination with serial killers. Rex was the same and they both shared the interesting facts they would find out online about their favorite murderers. 

Amanda got pregnant quite early, while she was still in high school, so she made a decision to drop out. She was ready to start a family with Rex and was willing to sacrifice her future education for it. The couple stayed together for years, taking care of their young daughter. The fact that they were parents didn’t stop them from having plenty of fun, so they were often seen attending parties or simply hanging out with their group of friends. Amanda and Rex always stood out from the crowd with their style that included plenty of tattoos and piercings. They were quite unique and different. But Rex was using drugs regularly and Amanda didn’t approve of it at all. He developed a habit of popping pills thanks to his father who had the same addiction. Rex simply couldn’t get away from the bad influence of his family. 

She got pregnant once again when she was nineteen and gave birth to a baby boy. This didn’t fix her relationship with Rex who had many ups and downs regarding his drug use. He was also severely depressed and seemed incapable of taking care of his family. This weighed heavily on their marriage because Amanda wasn’t healthy either. She had her own mental problems to take care of, and the two were not a good fit for each other at that time. Rex’s mood swings and drug use made Amanda feel even worse. Of course, there were bright moments that made them seem like any other couple out there. But a shadow was lurking behind Rex, and he wanted to get away from Amanda in order to use drugs freely. She didn’t approve of his addiction and he wanted to continue abusing painkillers.

Rex made a decision to move in with his aging father Charles. The man was quite ill, but he was still addicted to painkillers. It is not certain if Rex moved in with him in order to have access to the drugs or to help take care of his father. Considering that Charles was the one who introduced Rex to drugs when he was a young teen, the chances are Rex saw it as a way to continue his bad habit without the presence of Amanda. She was well aware of Rex’s decision and resented both him and his father for it. But Amanda didn’t want to give up on Rex. She constantly invited him to family gatherings, hoping that he would feel better while spending time with their two young children. The couple was officially separated, but Amanda hoped Rex would realize what he was doing was wrong and that he would decide to go into a rehab. She didn’t want to see him fail because Amanda still thought they had a special connection. The two were very alike and they even shared the same birthday. This will play a significant role in her crime as well. 

Rex’s suicide

The more time Rex and Amanda spent apart, the more drugs he used. Amanda suspected that his father Charles enabled him to have as many opiates as he wanted, mostly because he himself had a stash laying around the house. Not to forget that he was quite ill at the time and very likely had a legal source of drugs which were taken by Rex when he needed or wanted them. Rex was well aware that his drug habit was killing the relationship he had with Amanda and their two children. She talked to him about his addiction often, saying she will not let go but he needed to sort that thing out as soon as possible. Rex wasn’t strong enough and he suffered greatly because he knew that he needed to get off the drugs. However, he was simply not capable at the moment. This led him to a very dark path of depression and self-destruction. 

Amanda was getting ready to celebrate her daughter’s birthday in August of 2014. Rex was invited to the family gathering, and everyone was looking forward to seeing him. He said that he would be there and that he wouldn’t miss it. However, it seemed that his depression got a hold of him. Rex was unwell for weeks but refused to show his weakness to anyone. He needed help and the only person he saw daily was his father who didn’t really care about his son’s mental state or he couldn’t notice the warning signs. On the day of his daughter’s birthday, Rex exited the house and went into a shed in the backyard. He hung himself in a state of complete desperation. 

His father Charles discovered his body the next morning and called the authorities. Amanda was grief-stricken when she heard the news. She was mad at Rex for leaving her, especially on that date. But her anger was quickly diverted to her father-in-law because she blamed him for supplying Rex with drugs that clearly led him to this final move. She lost the love of her life and was now left with two young children to take care of. They also lost their father and would probably forget him in a couple of years. Rex was gone and Amanda’s rage was directed to only one person – Charles Taylor. Even though the man himself didn’t force Rex to use the drugs, Amanda saw him as the supplier who led Rex to his demise. She resented him deeply and needed to make him suffer.

The selfie murder

Amanda was crushed after Rex’s death. She felt the despair grow in her for months because she missed her best friend and her soulmate. Overwhelmed by all the feelings, she went to his grave in March of 2015 determined to commit suicide herself. However, it was a failed attempt, and she was discovered by a passerby who called the emergency. She did make a full recovery quickly. Frightened that she might do it again, Amanda was sent to a psychiatric hospital and was on a suicide watch for several days. Once her time was up, the hospital pressured for her to be released even though she said she was still unwell and her mother opposed to that idea as well. Amanda really needed help but it seemed like nobody wanted to deal with her issues.

On the other hand, it didn’t take her long to find a new companion that seemingly shared the same interests as she did. His name was Sean Ball and he was clearly in love with Amanda. Unfortunately, Amanda didn’t share the same feelings, but she still spent time with Sean, giving him false hope in a way. He was willing to do anything for Amanda because he adored her and she was very well aware of that. Sean knew that Amanda has a fascination with serial killers and true crime, so he made up a whole new personality for himself. He told her that he was in the US Navy Special Forces and that he had seen combat. This also meant that he killed people on the battlefield and this fascinated Amanda. She finally knew a murderer and probably saw Sean Ball as her potential partner in crime. 

However, Sean Ball was not a killer. As a matter of fact, he was never a part of the US Army in any way. He was very shy and timid, almost afraid to talk to the girls he liked. But he knew he had to do something to impress Amanda because he liked her very much. Therefore, he created this other side of himself which was apparently ruthless and violent. Believing all of his stories, Amanda slowly warmed up to the thought of having Sean by his side. He was probably the best accomplice she could have for the thing she planned to do in a near future. After being released from the hospital on April 1st, 2015 Amanda laid out the killing spree she intended to do and shared her intentions with Sean. Even though he was quite shocked at first, he didn’t want Amanda to think that he wouldn’t help her. Sean hid his emotions really well. He was in love with her and thought that pleasing Amanda would make her love him back. So they started making strategies about the killings Amanda planned. The first person on their list was Charles Taylor, Rex’s father. 

The murderous duo didn’t want to leave anything to chance, so they penned down everything they needed to get in order to start their planned killing spree. They stole weapons and firearms from a relative, and they had plenty of bullets which speak volumes about their intentions. It was obvious that Amanda wanted to commit more than just one murder. Once they had everything ready, Sean and Amanda packed their things into the car and drove to Ironto, Virginia where Charles Taylor lived. It was April 4th, 2015 and they entered his home at 03:27 PM. That particular time has a special meaning because it is Amanda’s and Rex’s birthday. She started stabbing Charles who was screaming loudly and grabbed her hair. In a state of panic, she turned her head to Sean who knew it was his time to step in. He hit Charles in the head with a tire iron. The old man was already beaten and bruised when Amanda went in for the kill, finishing him up with the last stab. In the end, Charles had a total of thirty-one stab wounds which clearly means she intended to make this murder very brutal because it was personal. 

She used a knife instead of a gun, so it is clear Amanda didn’t want to rush through it. When the police arrived at the crime scene, they were shocked by the amount of blood that was splattered all over Charles’ living room. It was more than obvious that they were dealing with someone who had a grudge against the old man. Plus, the fact that he was stabbed numerous times indicated that the killer wanted to watch him suffer. However, they were not certain if this was done by a single murderer or if they had an accomplice. The investigators were clueless in the beginning, but everything started unraveling in a very unusual way – through the use of social media. 

The social media post and the failed killing spree

Obviously proud of the crime she had committed, Amanda Taylor took a photograph in which she posed holding a bloody murder weapon with the lifeless body just behind her. She contacted the owner of one of her favorite Tumblr blogs whom she knew in real life and sent this young woman her selfie. The Tumblr blog in question did post plenty of true crime content, so it comes as no surprise Amanda found it appropriate to send a message to this woman. Amanda hoped that her gruesome selfie will be published there as well. The blog owner was appalled by this image later saying: “When I saw that selfie, and the smirk on her face, I just felt sick to my stomach. She looked so proud of what she had done and I just couldn’t believe it.”

The blogger was not interested in publishing Amanda’s selfie. Instead, she contacted the police immediately. Amanda’s message also included the statement that she is going on a killing spree and the anonymous blogger didn’t want to see anyone else hurt. So she sent the photo to the investigators, and they had their main suspect only a couple of hours after the discovery of Charles’ body. The police compared the image, and it was a perfect match. But they still had no idea how and where to find Amanda Taylor. Meanwhile, Amanda and Sean knew they needed to get away as far they could from the crime scene. They drove down the Blue Ridge Parkway that leads from Virginia to North Carolina. The authorities haven’t caught up with them yet, but Amanda continued to post on the social media. She snapped a photo of a gun on her lap and added a caption that said: “Alright, it is about that time. I am going to find my husband in Hell and finally be at peace.” Judging by the wording, she didn’t intend to be captured by the police and Amanda clearly considered committing suicide.

They got to Tennessee where the couple bought food and gas. The local police were alerted that a couple was on a run and they managed to find a surveillance video of them shopping. They also purchased more ammunition before heading down to a hotel where they rested. Amanda was hyped after the murder of Charlie Taylor and wanted to continue killing. She thought the feeling was thrilling and she enjoyed every single minute of it. However, Sean was not so enthusiastic. It appeared that he suddenly realized that they were in a serious situation and that they would dig their hole even deeper if they try to murder more people. He did his best to talk Amanda out of going on a killing spree, but she didn’t want to hear about it. Unable to confront her or run away, Sean agreed and the two left the hotel the next morning with the intention of finding someone to kill. They continued their ride down the Blue Ridge Parkway and parked at one of the rest stops. 

Here Amanda spotted two girls in their early twenties. They were probably college students. She told Sean she would start talking to them and get the girls to come to their car. Sean was supposed to kill them both. He asked why she wanted to kill them, and Amanda replied that they needed money. Amanda really did start a conversation with the girls, and they got closer to the car. However, Sean refused to harm the girls and they left. Amanda was furious because she realized that Sean is not listening to her or her orders. They continued driving and Amanda seemingly calmed down, but she had other plans on her mind. The two of them were still on Blue Ridge Parkway when Amanda parked the car by the road. Sean was next to her, sleeping. She exited the vehicle slowly and went around to his side. The events that followed are unclear, but Amanda would later claim that she saw a runner by the road and fired her gun at them. She apparently missed the jogger. The blast startled Sean who was immediately alarmed. 

Amanda then pointed the gun at him and it was clear to Sean that he was going to die. She then proceeded to say her last goodbye to him by telling Sean that she was only using him for his guns and the vehicle. She continued with a threat that she will shoot him and hopefully, he will die. The gun was fired and the bullet went straight through Sean’s head. Sean went limp and fell out of the car. Amanda, sure that she had just killed her accomplice, took out her cell phone and snapped a photo of Sean laying on the ground with a head wound. As calm and collected as always, she climbed back into the car and drove away, leaving Sean on the rest stop. Now it was clear to her that she was in this alone, but Amanda still craved attention. She contacted her friend who had a blog about the serial killers and asked for her phone number. The anonymous friend who was working with the police for several days now gladly agreed. 

This was an excellent way to track Amanda’s movement and hopefully arrest her before she could hurt anyone else. However, Amanda wasn’t clueless about phone tracking, so she made each call from a different number, getting rid of the previous one as soon as she finished talking to her friend. The friend stayed in contact with the police and informed them about everything that was going on with Amanda and her possible route. Finally, she was spotted in North Carolina by the highway patrol. The interesting thing was that Amanda was actually talking to her friend when she was approached by the law enforcement. The two of them stayed on the phone for the entire time while her friend tried to calm Amanda down. Amanda threatened that she would start shooting at the police as soon as they come close to her car because she didn’t want to be arrested. 

On the other hand, the friend kept talking to her about her boy and girl who would end up without a mother as well. She mentioned that she would never see her home again if she goes down shooting. The friend finally managed to convince her to let go of her guns and allow the police officers to take her into custody without an incident. Amanda’s friend recorded every single conversation she had with Amanda and passed them along to the police. It is worth mentioning that she did post these audio files on her blog at the time, making it more popular. 

The interrogation and the sentencing

Amanda Taylor was apprehended by North Carolina Police. There was no doubt they arrested the right person because they had her own selfie posing with her murder victim. She was taken to the police station for questioning and was obviously very talkative because she knew that they had all the evidence they needed in order to sentence her. At first, she complained about the way she was arrested, claiming that the police officers didn’t treat her properly and didn’t even allow her to take her seatbelt off, but dragged her out of the car instead. Amanda admitted to murdering Charles Taylor and started telling the investigator everything that happened on that day. When he asked how she got the blood off herself because the crime scene looked horrific, she told him that she only got a couple of droplets on her clothes, probably because the knife was very long. 

Amanda then learned that her accomplice Sean actually survived the gunshot to his head and that he was being treated in the hospital. Since the investigators confiscated her phone, they discovered the image of injured Sean and asked Amanda about it. She told them she was too afraid to look at his head directly because she was certain that she shot him in the eye and that was too much for her to handle. Instead, she snapped a photo to look at it on her phone because it felt less personal. The investigator who led the interrogation later confessed that he thought things would not go so smoothly. He expected Amanda to deny everything, but she was very open. Amanda even mentioned that she tried to contact ISIS but never got a response. When asked why she just said that they were fascinating to her, but she didn’t plan on joining or fighting against the United States. 

The trial was scheduled quickly, and the investigators expected it would not last for weeks. They were right because the prosecution had all the evidence they needed – confession tapes and a selfie with a dead body in the background. Amanda did plead not guilty which surprised everyone. However, she was charged with a first-degree murder and sentenced to life in prison after a very short deliberation by the jury. Another interesting detail is Amanda’s demand to be given a death sentence. She told the investigator she deserves it because she did take a human life. Also, her children would be better off without her in their lives. The detective who interviewed her had to explain to Amanda that she cannot choose the sentence herself. Sean Ball recovered from the almost fatal gunshot after several months of recovery. He entered a plea deal which allowed him to get a sentence of 60 years, with the possibility of a parole after 40 years. 

Amanda’s life in prison

The interest in Amanda Taylor and her crime grew over the years. She spoke to the newspapers often and was interviewed by Crime Watch Daily who wanted to know her side of the story. Even though she had already served a couple of years behind the bars, she said the following about the murder of Charlie Taylor: “I have absolutely
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