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OPENING EDITORIAL

			by Tina Smith

			[image: Tina]


			It’s hard to believe it’s been nearly a year since Lezli and I started editing Heart’s Kiss magazine. In the beginning we didn’t know if this magazine would be around a year later or if readers would love short romance as much as we do, but we’re still here and love hearing from fans of the magazine—looks like we’ve gotten many of you hooked as much as we are on our talented writers.

			And this month is no different. We have the return of Gracie Wilson, with a new adult romance novella, Beautifully Imagined. To celebrate our foray into young love we’ve also included a special non-fiction article, How Different Voices are Changing the YA Romance Landscape, by newcomer Karen McCoy. Karen works as a librarian in California and has read the genre extensively to bring readers her recommendations as well as the latest tropes that are gaining popularity in YA. Going with our young love theme, a lot of our stories in this issue are sweeter in style. If you’re thirsting for more recommended reads after Karen’s article, be sure to flip to our back pages for C.S. DeAvilla’s picks for this issue too.

			We’ve also got another newcomer to welcome in to Heart’s Kiss: Brenda Carre. Brenda has written an exciting supernatural suspense romance, St. Jean and the Wish, featuring a jinn who is holding on to one last wish to grant. Will that wish bring true love? We’ll see.

			Several writers this issue are returning to delight us with more tales of love. Juliet Marillier’s Far Horizons shows us once again how much emotion can be conveyed with a short word count in her romance about finding love again, when older. Three more regulars have also returned, Olivette Devaux, has penned readers a new paranormal story, The Forbidden Kiss of Life, set in her native Czech Republic, and David Hendrickson is back as well with From A Dry, Bitter Stream Comes the Sweetest of Fountains, which is a great story about female empowerment in a time when women had no voice unless they met the right partner. Rei Rosenquist has written quite a treat this issue—a romance that includes non-binary characters. The Heart Finds a Way will sweep you into an alien world where every birthing pair has a third “hand.” A third person in the relationship who cares for their pair in a way that makes them a complete family unit. But what happens when two hands fall in love? This world handles gender neutral pronouns in a beautiful way. In the English language we refer to “he/him” and “she/her,” but there are many who do not identify as either male or female, so Rei introduces the gender-neutral pronouns of “ze/zer” in their story. While gender neutral pronouns are not a new thing—the practice going back centuries, being used in not only the foundations of our language system in English, but also in many other languages and cultures around the world—we are delighted that The Heart Finds a Way will be our first story to use them in Heart’s Kiss.

			It’s not just fiction authors we’re excited to announce, but a new column featuring romance-themed recipes by Andrea Abedi, chef extraordinaire: The Temptress Presents. We cannot wait to see what delicious meal she cooks up for our seasonal-themed issues. The interviews in this issue feature bestseller and by-popular-request, Brenda Jackson. A little birdie tells me (Okay—it is Lezli!) that both her and Susan Donovan are working exclusive novellas for us, to appear in our Christmas and Valentines issues. Squee!

			Do you love beta heroes? I do. This issue’s You Read That? column, by Julie Pitzel, is going to dive deep into the hero archetype of betas, why they’re misunderstood, and why they make great protagonist material. In a related note, Julie has been keeping a huge secret from us: she writes amazing poetry! Wedding Night not only tells a wonderful story about the most intimate part of couple’s nuptial day, but it has beat and rhyme that had Lezli and I swooning at the end.

			Lezli and I had a blast this year at the Romance Writers of America national conference in Denver, getting to meet so many of our featured (and future) authors as well as industry professionals. Some of those pictures of our adventures are included in this issue. We were warmed with how well-received Heart’s Kiss has been in the industry and at the conference, and we plan to continue to find writers you love, from the popular and soon-to-be popular, to continue to bring you the stories that make you sigh. Our goals and dreams are growing with your enthusiasm. Thank you for reading and please enjoy the latest issue of Heart’s Kiss.

			


Brenda Jackson is an American novelist who writes contemporary multicultural romance novels. She was the first African-American author to have a novel published as part of the Silhouette Desire line and has seen many of her novels reach the New York Times and USA Today bestsellers lists. Brenda reached a milestone in her career in October, 2013 when she published her 100th novel, becoming the first African-American to achieve such an accomplishment. Brenda has received many awards and accomplishments. She was the first African-American romance author to make USA Today’s Bestsellers List and to make the New York Times bestsellers List. Brenda is the recipient of the RWA Nora Roberts Lifetime Achievement Award 2012, the highest honor bestowed by RWA in recognition of significant contributions to the romance genre. Additionally, she received the Sara Blocker Award 2012 from Florida Memorial University, the highest award given to a female for exceptional service to the university and for community service. In 2012 she also became the NAACP Image Award Nominee for Outstanding Literary Fiction for her novel, A Silken Thread.

			HEART’S KISS INTERVIEWS BRENDA JACKSON

			by Lezli Robyn

			It was my pleasure to sit down with Brenda Jackson at the Romance Writers of America Conference in Denver, Colorado, this past July. Not only was she warm and insightful, but also very educational on what it is like to grow up in a country that didn’t always celebrate diversity. Her answers about her career, and how much the love of her life influenced her writing, gives me no doubt as to why she’s so celebrated today.

			Lezli Robyn: I would like to say first, thank you for doing this interview for our magazine. I know you must be incredibly busy this RWA.

			Brenda Jackson: Oh, you’re welcome!

			LR: We actually had people commenting on our Facebook page, asking us when we will get Brenda Jackson in our issues, and I was like “You might see her appear in our pages soon,” knowing we were having an interview here! *laughs*

			BJ: *laughs* Ohhh, that is so lovely! I’m touched. *flicking through copies of our magazine* Wow, I love it.

			LR: Thank you. We wanted to go all out for our print issues. We love the silhouettes of women and couples we get to place after individual content in our magazine. You don’t get to see them in the ebook version.

			BJ: Yeah, I like the print copy. At lot of times, when I’m traveling, I just like to have a print copy to put on my coffee table and places like that.

			What type of fiction do you look for in your magazine?

			LR: All forms of romance. We publish original fiction, and reprints too. We can also serialize. So if you, for example, only had long-length pieces, we can print them over several issues. If it’s a reprint, we print them with no exclusivity—you can publish it elsewhere at the same time. If it’s new fiction, the authors like us because we only ask for two months exclusivity—that’s it.

			BJ: Oh, that is wonderful. So what size stories do you need?

			LR: With our format we can do pretty much any length. If you came to us and said you had a forty-thousand-word piece, we can split it over two issues. Twenty-five-thousand or less, we can put it in one issue as our featured novella. Susan Donovan is actually doing one for us now, for our Christmas issue.

			BJ: Oh, wow.

			I will have to think about a Valentine’s story. Have you got anyone to do a Valentine’s novella?

			LR: No, we don’t. We would love to buy a Valentine’s piece from you!

			*discusses logistics; editor inwardly happy dances*

			So now I will ask you some questions! Let’s ask the most obvious one first: How did you get into writing?

			BJ: Well, I started entertaining my classmates. It’s funny that the issue now is diversity. That has always been an issue. Keep in mind, I am sixty-five, so I grew up in America during the era of segregation.

			LR: That is terrible. I still can’t quite imagine it, although I know Australia has also had its shady past with segregating the first nation of our country.

			BJ: I remember, as a little girl, going to a color-only bathroom. I remember going downtown with my mom, saying: “Let’s go to this store!” And she said: “We’re not allowed in that store.” I remember that period of time vividly.

			So, when I started storytelling in the eighth grade there were no books about people that looked like me, or my classmates. So you read and you watch what you have available. I would watch these shows and then write those type of stories for my classmates, as a thirteen-year-old—they were sweet romances. But I would convert the stories so that they were about people that looked like me, spending a summer on the beach. There was only one African-American beach in my area, so you had to go to that beach.

			LR: Really? So even a beach was segregated?

			BJ: Anywhere. We had our own beach, which became a landmark. If we wanted to go to the beach, that was the only one we could go to.

			So I wrote stories of this boy and girl who met at the beach, and every so often, while I was on the beach over the summer, I would add more stories about them getting to know each other.

			I wrote on notebook paper, and then when school started in the fall, I had a lot of things written down, so I would entertain my classmates with these stories, passing them around school. We did not have typing machines, so I had to write ten sets of the same story. As a result, my classmates always thought I should be an author. But I had done it as a way to entertain myself.

			LR: And to imagine a better world.

			BJ: Right.

			My class at high school was the last all Black class. So I didn’t even go to school with any white kids at all. None.

			LR: That is amazing (and not in a good way).

			BJ: I am blessed. When I started working at State Farm Insurance Company, while I was going to college, that is when I first encountered my association with whites. There were some that acted like I thought they would act. But then there were some who befriended me.

			LR: Like me.

			BJ: Yes, exactly.

			My friend and I, we would go on break together, and we found out things like the fact that when you perm your hair, it’s to make it curly, but when I perm my hair it’s to make it straight. *laughs*

			LR: That is hilarious. There is the contrast, but also the similarity in actions.

			BJ: Yes, so we learned from each other. And we found out that the only difference was this. *points towards her skin* She was like: “I’m going to try and get as dark as you. As soon as summer comes, I’m gonna go get my tan on! *laughs*

			LR: So what happened next?

			BJ: I got married out of high school. I met my childhood sweetheart and went to college and in my company—State Farms—I moved up the corporate ladder until I was in management. And so obviously I didn’t think about writing; I was busy. But when I went to my school reunion, my classmates (remembering I was always writing, back when they knew me) would ask: “Did you ever write a book?”

			“No, I’m Miss Corporate America.”

			They said: “No, your true calling is writing.”

			LR: Oh, wow. So how old were you at this point, to get perspective?

			BJ: I was twenty-eight when I went to my ten-year class reunion, because I was eighteen when I graduated. Ten years later, at thirty-eight, they were asking again where the book was. And my husband told me: “Before you go to another class reunion, you have to write that book.”

			LR: *laughs*

			BJ: I was like: “I don’t even know if I can write one. So my husband said: “Find out what you need to do.” So that was when I started coming to RWA. My husband bought me my first ticket.

			LR: Your husband sounds like a real sweetheart.

			BJ: Oh, he was a sweetheart. He died four years ago. We had been married forty-two years. I still wear the going-steady ring he gave me.

			LR: I was given my folks going-steady ring on my sixteenth birthday, when Mom no longer could wear it.

			BJ: I won’t ever take mine off! I’ve been wearing it since I was fifteen. It was on this hand *points to left hand* until he put my engagement ring on, and then I moved it to my other hand and it hasn’t moved since.

			So, anyway, I came to RWA, and the first year, I had to admit, I was a groupie. I saw Jayne Ann Krentz, Julie Garwood—all of them—and I was like: “Can I have you autograph?”

			When I got back, my husband was like: “So, what did you learn?” And I was like: “Welllll…I need to go back next year to learn.”

			So then I started going to the workshops, taking notes. And then I would start making notes. And so, what they do at RWA is give you free books, and I started reading the books. I would travel a lot with my job, and so I would read them in the hotel rooms in the evening. Sometimes I would say: “I can’t believe someone would buy this.” Others I would read and go: “Wow. This is wonderful.”

			I would report back to my husband and say what I would like about some books and what I think I could do better about others. And he said: “Then do it. If you think you can do better, then what would you do better?”

			There were some books that would have the wrong ending—they needed a HEA [happily-ever-after]. I believed in a HEA because I was a HEA. I could see my husband and I living not only to death do us part, but even after death. Which I am doing now, because I am still so madly in love with this man, as if he was still alive.

			LR: He is your person.

			BJ: Yes. That is why I still wear my rings. Me and my husband talked about it, because he died of cancer. He knew to not even suggest to me that I meet someone else, because I knew in my heart, I got his rib. I really believe that. And since I have his rib, I don’t need nobody else’s rib.

			I had to explain it to guys, who approached me, who know my husband died, asking me: “Why are you still wearing his rings when he has been gone now for four years?” I was like: “And?”

			LR: You didn’t divorce, did you? You are still married.

			BJ: Yes, exactly! And I’m like: “Why does that matter?” And he said: “Because he would want you to be happy.” I told him he did not know my husband. My husband knew my happiness was with him. So he made sure I knew how to make it by myself, after he was gone, because he knew I would be by myself.

			LR: Your husband was not wanting you not to find love. He just knew that he was your only love.

			BJ: That is right. You understand. He left me financially able, so I could still enjoy the things in my life I still love to do, even without him. I read for him, because when I’m lonely, I’m lonely for him. But I am happy. I was just happiest with him.

			So anyway, my husband said: “Write the book.” So I wrote one book, and I had so much fun that I wrote another one, and then it became a series before I sold it. When I finally sold it to an imprint of Kensington, I tried to sell them all three. And they said: “Let us do one, and we’ll see how it works.”

			They didn’t have to wait on me to write another one. As soon as that one started to sell I said: “Here you go!” *laughs* I was always ahead of the game. I was always three or so books ahead, even with my full-time job.

			LR: When did you have time to write?

			BJ: I didn’t do it at work. I did it at home, or while I was sitting in the bleachers at my kid’s little league game. When everyone clapped I knew to look up and clap and be a good mom.

			At the time there was no computers, so I always wrote longhand. And then I went home and I would type everything onto my typewriter—my husband bought my first one. But, basically, that is how I started.

			LR: That is a wonderful story. It seems that what you’re saying is your career started off as a couple. Your husband was in every aspect of your career.

			BJ: Right. When I write I try to convey in every one of my heroes a part of him.

			LR: That’s beautiful. He was your example of a perfect man.

			BJ: I would tell people: “My mother died when I was eighteen. My grandmother died when I was forty. I was with my husband, when he died, for forty-seven years. Longer than I had been with my mother or my grandmother. So we grew up together. He taught me a lot about life. He taught me a lot about love, passion. All of it I attribute to him.”

			So when my sons said I’m acting like Daddy now—you know, when I put my hand down and say: “No. You can’t have that. That is not how it’s going to work.” Well, they’re grown men, and they say it is like Daddy’s still here when I do that. And I tell them I have to act like that because your daddy is not here now, but we were always a team.

			LR: They are seeing the partnership still.

			BJ: Right. And they appreciate that.

			LR: Which book do you think pinpointed the time where you suddenly knew you had a successful writing career?

			BJ: I think One Special Moment. That is the book that won RT’s Best Multicultural Book of the Year Reviewers’ Choice Award. And then Walden Books gave my sixth book, Fire and Desire, an award. And I was like: “Wow!” That is when I was recognized that I was getting noticed.

			But still, I would tell people, this is just what I do on the side. I am Miss Corporate America. I knew where my check was coming in from every two weeks, so this was to help us get extra money, to put towards a repair bill or college fund. It would also allow me to go to all the conferences I wanted to and buy the clothes I wanted to to look the part at work or play. So that is what that novel money helped me to do, but it was never going to be my career.

			LR: The Insurance career was your stable job.

			BJ: Yes. My career was to work up the corporate ladder.

			LR: It makes sense. You never quite know if you are going to make it in the writing field, and keep making it. You do a lot of work, even before you get paid. Especially starting out.

			BJ: It all depends on your readers. Whether there are readers to buy your book, and whether they are invested enough to buy your next book. And I didn’t want to depend on that. That is why I never quit my day job. I kept moving up with the company, but I used writing to keep me sane. I was studying so much about insurance, taking all these exams to get different insurance licenses, so when I needed to clear my mind, I would pull out a romance novel from my purse, or I would write. That is how I would escape.

			LR: When did you start to write full-time?

			BJ: It was only when I was with the company thirty-something years, and had written fifty-some books while working—books that made New York Times lists—that I changes happened in my life.

			I really did not want to leave. I was the one that said that if I won the lotto, I’m still going to work. I loved my job. I loved bringing people in, doing what I did. I loved being Miss Corporate America, being in charge. I just loved representing my company.

			My company really helped, because they said: “Oh, we’ve got this celebrity person working for us. And we are trying to expand into diversity. She would be the best person to send to represent the company, at book signings and whatever, to show we are a diverse company.”

			And that is what they did. I had the best of both words. So why should I quit?

			LR: And if you can do both, and you were passionate about both jobs in your life…

			BJ: I was happy. And then Harlequin came and said: “We’ll make you an offer you can’t refuse.” And I was like: “It’s gotta be a darn good offer, because I like what I do. My boss will tell you I run the company.”

			They made me an offer. And they said: “Not only will you get a chance to come home and retire, and write full-time, but your husband can, too.”

			I knew that while I might have loved my job, he was getting frustrated with his. He had worked there a long time, and it was shift work, in a manufacturing type plant. If I took this offer, I could bring him home. Then we could get together and work as a team, and I owed him that for supporting me all these years.

			LR: That is wonderful.

			BJ: Well, then both our boys said: “We want to go to Ivy League schools.” I knew that was going to cost money. So I realized I need to write more books, but it was a decision we made together.

			We both retired, then. However, we decided he will retire a year before me, because he was two years older than me. So I told him: “You come home, enjoy yourself, do what you want to do, until I come home with the Honey Do list in a year.”

			LR: I love that. *laughs*

			BJ: So when I came home, I started my own publishing company. It was to publish books I wrote where readers would ask: “What about the uncle? I would love to read his story.” It was so I could publish characters in the age group that were older.

			If you go by Harlequin’s guidelines, the hero had to be thirty-something and younger. They didn’t want stories about the father or the older uncle, because that was not their demographic. So I told them: “I need to write about the people you don’t usually want me to write about, when I’m not writing for you.” Now, granted, they’re publishing stories about the full-figured woman now, and times are changing. But at the time, I created the company to write about the rejects.

			LR: Or, you know, the other ninety percent of the population. *laughs*

			BJ: Exactly. *laughs*

			Women would write me and say: “Look, I’m eighty years old, and reading about your thirty-year-old hero is like reading about what my grandson would be doing. I don’t want to know what he is doing!”

			LR: So she was thinking that she would like to be fifty again, and so she would love to hear about fifty-year-olds.

			BJ: Yes! Or another would ask: “My husband passed away after we raised our children, and I want to believe there is a second chance at love. Would you write about this?”

			So that is what I decided to do. Instead of writing new people for my imprint. I would look at the people I had already written about and write about their older relatives.

			LR: Now I had watched your movie, before I knew it was your movie. Truly Everlasting. I did not know it was based on your book.

			BJ: My son directed it.

			LR: Oh, really?!

			BJ: What happened is, my son graduated from college. You see, *leans in confidentially* they thought I was writing to educate them, because they went to Ivy League colleges. One went to Columbia and the other went to Cornell. I would tell them the same thing my momma would: “Do you all think money grows on trees?” And they would say: “Just write another book, Mom.” That was stuff my younger son would say, coz he thought I was writing for just their wants and desires. *laughs*

			So what actually happened is my son, he was moving to California. He had gotten his Bachelors in Columbia, then got his Masters in Film, and he wanted our support to help him get set up in California. I had already put eight years into this kid’s learning, but I didn’t know what he could do. So my husband said: “You got all those books back there. Let him make one of those into a movie.” He said it like it was no big deal. *laughs*

			I told him: “It costs money to make a film.” He said: “Well, take it out of my 401K. As long as you give it back. I believe in your skills as a business woman to know how to run a business. So set him up. You and I will be the executive producers, and he will direct it and hire his staff, and it will educate him. Plus, it will let us know what he can do.”

			I was like: “Oh, okay. How much money are we talking about here, because I have never looked at your 401k, but I do know movies cost money.” His response was: “I’m willing to give him half a million dollars.” I was like: “Whaaat?!?” I didn’t know he had that kind of money.

			LR: *laughs* This is gold—literally.

			BJ: He had built himself an empire, after thirty years of contributions, and them matching it. But, he said, understandably: “I have to get my money back, for retirement.”

			So that is what we did. We loaned my son the money. We basically hired a lot of talented people from different film schools around the country. We bought two houses to film in, because I was on a budget. If you paid cash for the houses, you could get them reasonably cheap, and my husband was happy with what I was doing, because I had to sign off on everything.

			We were not selling to the big screen; the movie was going straight to DVD, so I needed to find out how many DVDs we needed to sell to give my husband his money back. So I knew, that in order to give him back his money, after expenses were costed out, I had to make the DVD twenty-five dollars each. And I explained that to my husband.

			He was like: “Brenda, who the hell is going to want to pay twenty-five for a DVD when Avatar”—he thought Avatar was the best movie ever—“only cost me nineteen ninety-nine, and I cried paying nineteen

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			


Lezli Robyn is an Australian multi-genre author and Assistant Publisher of Arc Manor, living in the US with her mini-Dachshund/Chihuahua, Bindi. Her love of books led to her meeting her future collaborator, Mike Resnick, on eBay. Since that serendipitous event Lezli has sold to prestigious markets around the world and is in the process of finishing too more small press books while writing her first two novels. Known for her bittersweet and heart-tugging writing technique, she has been a finalist for several prestigious awards, including the 2010 Campbell Award for Best New Writer. In 2011 and 2014 she also won the Catalan Premi Ictineu Award for Best Translated Story. You can find her at www.lezlirobyn.com.

			HEART’S KISS’ FIRST RENDEZVOUS WITH THE ROMANCE WRITERS OF AMERICA CONFERENCE

			by Lezli Robyn

			In lieu of a closing editorial this issue, I thought I would share some behind-the-scenes moments of our magazine family with our readers this issue. My co-editor, Tina Smith, our publisher, Shahid Mahmud, and yours truly went to our first RWA conference as the creators of Heart’s Kiss magazine, and to say we were overwhelmed by the amazing reception we received there is an understatement.

			Tina and I had a blast attending the entire conference together, and my boss, Shahid—who admits he doesn’t know anything about romance—said he loved attending the Trade Show with us. He noted how much it touched him when attendees would thank us for the free Heart’s Kiss lipsticks—which readers all thought was wonderfully appropriate advertising—as well as the raffling of e-readers and free subscriptions to the magazine!

			When I arrived the day before the conference I was delighted to spend an hour talking to Rita Clay Estrada, the first RWA President, and the amazing author whom the RITA Awards are named after. It was clear this conference was going to be a good one, starting with such a highlight.

			Then, the next day, before I attended a three-hour seminar on newsletter tricks of the trade (very insightful) I met up with one of our authors we interviewed for Issue 9 of our magazine, the wonderful Beverly Jenkins! Her kindness and happiness to meet the Aussie behind the emails was the capper for a great first day. Of course, we took a selfie.

[image: 1]


			Tina, a veteran of RWA conferences, showed me around the events, taking me to my first mass Harlequin signing. On the way, we discovered her novels in the bookshop, being a speaker at this conference. At the signing, we met an author we serialized in issues 7, 8 and 9 of Heart’s Kiss, Anna J. Stewart (far right of the group photo).
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			The next day we were delighted to be one of the publishers featured at the Trade Show, where we met even more of our authors and were able to connect with current and future readers of our magazine. You can see we had a wonderful time. The next photo shows fan-favorite author, L. Penelope, standing behind our table. We ran out of copies of our first three issues of the magazine before the event was over! The following photo shows the bustle of activity at our table, where a lot of attendees told us that they had been hearing about our Heart’s Kiss bags all day from other writers and readers who had taken photos of them, and they wanted to know where they could buy them. I had created the bags for Tina and me as a present for us for the hard work of putting a new magazine together. I had no idea they would be so popular…but more about the bag later!

[image: 5]


			Tina and I didn’t miss any opportunity to pose with the writer family we are creating in our magazine. Our writers have commented on how they really feel we are creating a community they are loving being a part of, and Tina and I couldn’t be prouder of the authors we are publishing each issue. Before we leave the Trade Show, I posed with L. Penelope, and then I took a photo of Tina with Susan Donovan, the latter of which we are interviewing and publishing a new, exclusive novella by in our upcoming Christmas issue.
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			Following the trade show I interviewed the incomparable Brenda Jackson (who was surrounded by a lot of delightful fans when I first met her), for this issue of Heart’s Kiss. I think you all will agree with me, after reading that interview, how moving it was to talk with this amazing woman and how much I learned about about what it was like to grow up in a country that once considered her a minority. Not only is her life and lifetime love a testament to how much she has conquered the stereotypes that tried but failed to hold her back, but she was also just so incredibly warm and fascinating. Her innate sense of humor struck a cord with my Aussie quirkiness and I’m ecstatic that she will be writing us a new novella for our Valentine’s issue!
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			The next day I attended my co-editor’s 20/20 workshop on how to accurately portray service animals in romance fiction. Not only was her knowledge in the field so insightful, but it was wonderful to see that the room was filled with attendees not only staying for her first presentation, but her repeat presentations so they could ask her more questions at the end of the next session.
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			The rest of Friday was filled with the both of us attending appointments with various editors and publicists of major romance publishers and imprints to create reciprocal relationships between our publishing companies (so we can bring our readers more exclusive interviews, reviews, fiction and articles from the top writers in the field), but Saturday was all about our authors. We had breakfast with Anna J. Stewart and Melinda Curtis (who we failed to capture on film!), and then we ran into Leslye again. I took a photo of her with Tina in front of the conference’s official banner, because there can never be enough photos.
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			It turns out that inadvertent catch-up led to an even more special meeting. Fans of one of our authors, Alia Mahmud, came up to us, all excited. They had been trying to find us for four days (!!!) to tell us how much Alia’s fiction had meant to them, as parents of a Muslim child also of the same name. They thought she was an amazing role model for young women and we could not agree more. We were so moved by their words and only wished Alia could have been with us to hear them for herself.
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			Afterwards we raced over Brenda Novak’s event, where her and Debbie Mason interviewed each other about their careers. The room was filled with lots of fans, yummy cupcakes and bags filled with free goodies. Tina and I are thrilled to have published a short story of Brenda’s in Heart’s Kiss and look forward to interviewing her in a future issue. Here are some photos from the event, to show you how well received it was! (I promise you Brenda and I didn’t consult each other on what we were going to wear!)
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			Our last event of the day, and our last action of the conference as co-editors of Heart’s Kiss, was a wonderful dinner at a scrumptious Italian restaurant with myself, L. Penelope (both of us not pictured below), Tina, her husband, Tyler Smith, our columnist, Julie Pitzel, and hidden behind her, her husband, Bob Mann, and the featured author of our upcoming Christmas issue, Susan Donovan. We could not wish for better authors for our magazine; the dinner was a wonderful end for a wonderful conference.
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			We would love to thank the members of RWA for accepting us so warmly in Denver; we loved getting to meet our writers in person and experience the warm ambience that is the annual Romance Writers of America conference. We’ll leave you with this little teaser…

			Remember how I said I would get back to that bag again? Well, last but not least, here is a photo of the bag I created (with the gorgeous cover image from issue 10) and the books of authors Tina and I met at the conference who all agreed to provide content for future issues of our magazine! I think you can agree, from the names you see on the top of those book stacks, that we will have some amazing content for our readers in the upcoming year.
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			Thank you for putting your faith in us, and please keep supporting us by buying our issues for yourself and your family and friends. If the buzz at the conference is anything to go by, we could really make a big hit out of this magazine, but it will only happen with the help of our readers. We are looking forward to continuing this journey with you!

			Photos and article copyright © 2018
by Lezli Robyn.
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