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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Curved Quilting with Confidence, a book which is a return for me to curved piecing. After over a decade of experience from my curved quilting book on the drunkard’s path block and teaching hundreds of people to sew curves, I am still in love with the circle shape. I have brought back my favorite quilts from the original book, A Quilter’s Mixology, and have updated many of them. But this book is also a place for new designs and patterns using the quarter circle curve. So, I have some wonderful new patterns to share with you as well. What you are getting is the best of the best. Original readers will enjoy the updates to my earlier patterns and the new ones, while readers who have just found me (Welcome!) will be able to access the many patterns that I designed previously but that have been out of print and unavailable. Let’s dive in!
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JUST THE BASICS

As a former garment sewer, I have never been daunted by sewing curves. In garment sewing, you are lucky to ever actually sew a straight line. This is in strong contrast to sewers who begin their journey with quilting, which can be exclusively straight-line seams. However, if you’re new to it, never fear. While the quarter-circle curve (also well known as the Drunkard’s Path block) does require curved piecing, in these pages, I’ll show you my method for sewing curves with ease. I’ll also explain how to cut curved pieces using either an acrylic curve template, the templates provided in this book, or a super-fast die-cutter. You’ll be a pro in no time!

This block is made from two basic pieces: a square and a quarter-circle. The square (A) has a concave curve, and the circle (B) has a convex curve. When sewn together with a ¼" (6mm) seam allowance, these pieces become a perfect square.

Note: Before they are sewn, the curves have different diameters, which can be disconcerting when you first look at your templates. But don’t worry—they are supposed to be different. They each have a seam allowance added to them. It will all turn out perfectly when you sew them together.
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You can arrange a Drunkard’s Path block in different ways by rotating blocks and switching the placements of fabrics.
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You can arrange quarter-circles in so many different ways to create unique designs.


The classic Drunkard’s Path block is made up of pieces that are quarter-circles drafted on squares. You put the pieces together by sewing a concave curve to a convex curve. These blocks can be arranged in many different ways. The classic Drunkard’s Path block is shown on page 19. Different settings can be created simply by rotating the blocks and by playing with the placement of dark- and light-value fabrics.

When the quarter-circle shape is broken down and taken apart, it can be turned into something entirely new. It becomes a modern graphic design that reflects the original block but introduces a new vision for using the shape. Some of the designs in this book share elements with traditional variations, while others take off in another direction to create something entirely fresh.
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Cat Eye Quilt, page 68





ESSENTIAL TOOLS

Shown here is a standard selection of tools for the modern quilter. If you don’t already have these, consider adding them to your personal collection. Get the highest quality you can afford. Basics are fine. You don’t need a lot of “bells and whistles,” but reliable tools are the first step to successful quilting. Although the sizes of your see-through acrylic rulers are a personal choice, I would recommend having both a long rectangular ruler and a small square ruler.
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Reliable tools are the first step to successful quilting.





THOUGHTS ON COLOR AND FABRIC

Selecting the fabrics for any project is always a favorite moment in the design process for me. I have what I fondly refer to as a “fabric addiction,” which essentially means that I really like fabric: I like to see it, own it, touch it, and use it. There are so many options for fabric designs these days that I would challenge any person in the world not to find a fabric they adore. Like most quilters, I prefer to work with quality, 100 percent cotton fabrics.

FABRIC DESIGN

Sewing curves adds a whole new dimension to selecting fabrics for a quilt design. Cutting curved pieces from fabric patterns gives you a unique opportunity to use directional prints as well as overall patterns. They also lend themselves to fussy-cutting—selecting particular elements in the fabric design to focus on. Directional prints in particular can be your best friend (or your worst enemy) when sewing quarter-circle curves, because you may have to pay attention to four different orientations of a single fabric. But they can be a spectacular showpiece in a quilt as well, providing extra interest simply with the choice of the right fabric.

When choosing prints, consider their scale. Are the fabric patterns large-, medium-, or small-scale? There is no hard-and-fast rule for scale selection, but it should never be ignored. I will often use a mix of fabric scales in a single quilt pattern. But sometimes a pattern can be very specifically geared toward using a particular print of one scale, repeated in several colors as in Paint Drip Quilt (page 52). Very large-scale prints can yield some interesting results when cut into small pieces for a quilt, as in Ornamental Quilt (page 102). Small-scale prints can often read as a solid fabric in a sea of larger-scale prints, as seen in the mini pink polka dot print in Full Bloom Quilt (page 80).
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Have fun when picking your fabric! Mixing visual textures are very important when planning your design.
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The right fabric can add a pop of bold color to your quilt, like in Tennis Match Quilt (page 40).


A mixture of visual textures is also important to any design scheme. Text prints look great mixed with modern florals. Or mix a stripe, a reproduction print, a polka dot, and a solid. As with color selection, the right mix of print textures is a personal choice. A quilt may be perfect in all dot prints or all stripes. But most often, a healthy balance of many options will provide the most interest as well as cohesion to your design.

And of course, don’t forget to think about incorporating solid fabrics or crossweaves into your fabric selection. (Crossweaves are fabrics like shot cottons and chambrays, which are woven with different colors in the warp and weft so they have special coloration.) Prints are exciting and constantly changing, so it can be easy to overlook the value of creating with all solids or even interspersing solids throughout your project. But solids really are a vital aspect of good fabric selection. They can act as a neutral, providing a resting place for your eyes, as in Arabian Nights Quilt (page 46). Or they can have the opposite effect, acting as a powerful pop of bold color, as seen in Tennis Match Quilt (page 40) and Carnival Quilt (page 114).
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I found the background fabric for Full Bloom Quilt (page 80) in the fabric section of the baby store. Expand your mind when searching for fabric.


Woven solids have no right or wrong side to the fabric, which makes them enormously versatile and easy to use, especially when working with curves. Be careful when working with them, though, because solids also don’t hide anything. So, your sewing may need to be a bit more precise.

Also consider blender or low-volume fabric as one of your basics. It can help bridge the gaps between colors and fabrics to create harmony overall. I personally love to use these kinds of fabrics as the entire background for a quilt, as seen in the Temple and Bow Tie pillows (page 26). I have fun hunting in sections of the quilt store that I might not normally go to in order to find fun low-volume prints. Nearly every collection has some these days. For instance, the subtle fabric I chose for the background of Full Bloom Quilt (page 80) I found in the baby section of fabrics of the quilt store. The rest of the collection was bright and busy, but this fabric was one that played
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