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Morning Magic Words
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Mia opened her eyes and yawned. The sun peeked through her window, and she could smell pancakes cooking in the kitchen. But Mia was feeling a little grumpy. She didn’t want to wake up early for school.

“Time to get up, sweetheart!” her mom called from downstairs.

​Mia dragged her feet into the kitchen. She sat at the table and looked at the warm stack of pancakes in front of her. “Here you go,” her mom said, placing a glass of milk next to her plate.

Mia started eating without

saying a word.

Her mom raised her eyebrows

gently. “Hmm, something’s missing this morning,” she said.

Mia looked at her plate. “What? There’s syrup and everything.”
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​

Mom smiled and sat down

next to her. “I think you forgot your magic words,” she said softly.

“Magic words?” Mia asked, confused.

“Yes,” said Mom. “Words like please and thank you. They may not look magical, but they make people feel happy


— just like real magic.”



Mia thought for a moment. “Oh... I forgot to say thank you,” she said, her cheeks turning pink.

​

“That’s okay,” her mom said.

“We all forget sometimes.

Want to try again?”

Mia sat up straight, smiled, and said, “Thank you for the pancakes, Mom!”

Mom gave her a big hug. “That’s more like it! And you’re very welcome.” After breakfast, Mia needed help tying her shoelaces. She started to ask, “Can you tie my shoes—” then remembered something.
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“Please help me tie my shoes,

Mom?”

Her mom grinned. “Now

that’s some excellent

morning magic!”

As they walked to the car, Mia

felt proud. The morning

didn’t feel grumpy anymore —

it felt happy and bright.

“Maybe using good manners is like opening a window to a better day,” Mia thought.
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School-Time Smarts
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Mia walked into her

classroom with her backpack bouncing on her shoulders. She waved at her friend Liam and hung her bag on the hook by her cubby. The room buzzed with quiet chatter and the soft sound of pencils scribbling on morning worksheets.
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“Good morning, class!” said Mr. Thomas, their friendly teacher.

​

“Good morning, Mr. Thomas!” the class answered.

Mr. Thomas smiled. “Today we’re going to talk about animals that live in the ocean. Can anyone name one?” Mia’s hand shot up. She loved dolphins and couldn’t wait to say it. But before Mr. Thomas called on anyone, Mia blurted out, “Dolphins! Dolphins live in the ocean!”

Mr. Thomas looked surprised, but he gave Mia a gentle smile.
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​“Great answer, Mia,” he said kindly. “But remember, in class, we raise our hands and wait to be called on. That way, everyone gets a chance to speak.”

Mia’s cheeks turned pink. She felt a little embarrassed.

At lunch, her friend Liam said, “It’s okay, I forget sometimes too. But waiting your turn shows respect.”

Mia nodded and decided to try again.

Later that day, Mr. Thomas asked, “Who can tell me what dolphins eat?”

​

Mia raised her hand — and waited.

Mr. Thomas looked around the room, then pointed to her. “Mia?”

“They eat fish!” she said

proudly.

Mr. Thomas beamed. “Yes!

That’s correct. And thank you for waiting your turn — that’s very respectful.”

Mia smiled so wide her

cheeks hurt. She had used her manners — and it felt great!

​[image: image]

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/image012.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image011.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image006.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image008.png





