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Foreword
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Several years ago, I took a course on the History of the World. The professor for the course explained that historians like archeologists, are interpreters of evidence. They take the accounts of history, as fragmented as they may be, correlate them with other sorts of evidence, and create what they believe is a plausible explanation of what might have happened. To illustrate this, he told the story of a former student of his, this student, from Korea. When asked why this student was interested in history, he jovially explained that Korea was lacking in a strong national history. His goal was to become a recognized historian and then "create" for Korea, a version of history with a bias in favor of his country.

Church History, like all history, is subject to the biases of the historian. As honestly as we may attempt to interpret the historical, archeological, and literary evidence, our work will forever be swayed by both personal biases and those biases of the historians and original works we study. Much of church history has ignored this phenomenon. It has been presented in dogmatic tones that intend to drown out the voices of those biases other than the ones the writer wishes to present.

Catholic historians of past centuries clearly attempted to suppress the influence and memory of any church doctrine other than their own. Most Protestant church historians merely mimicked what they had received from Catholicism. Baptist historians, though clearly biased themselves, have been dismissed as: lacking scholarship, being radical or worse, heretical for presenting a view of church history that favored Baptists and Anabaptists as underground champions of the Christian faith in the face of the religious Goliath, Catholicism, and the state established church.

These chapters are not a history of the church. They are meant to be an interpretation and commentary on that history. I have attempted to acknowledge the biases of all parties, including the Baptists. My purpose is to propose an answer for the varying opinions and practices of Christians, even among Baptists. May it be a blessing and help to the reader.
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Roots Matter

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 KJV

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

Every sort of plant has its own kind of roots.

	Some trees have a deep tap root that goes down as far as the tree goes up

	Other trees have a wide root wad that spreads out as far as the branches of the tree do


	Some plants like a carrot are a great big root, with only a tiny system of roots stemming from it.

	Other plants develop such a huge root system that it is difficult to pull them out of the ground


The roots matter. The roots we interest ourselves with in this book are the origins of the particular church called Baptists. That God uses the plant to address the subject of churches and the growth of churches in history is clear. I want to point out a number of those passages and use them to develop some idea of God’s plan for the spread and growth of churches through the centuries. We will also see that God has some warnings about what will happen as churches spread over those centuries.

GOD’S HUSBANDRY

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 KJV

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

The first thing to keep in mind in considering this passage is

A. It is addressed to a local church

1 Corinthians 1:1-2 KJV

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

A great deal of damage has been done by well meaning people who interpret this book toward either individual Christians or a so-called invisible universal church. The book is very clear that it is written by the Apostle Paul to the church which is at Corinth. It can apply to us today, but it applies to us as a local church. The local church then is “God’s husbandry”. God views each local church like a garden.

B. Notice who possesses the garden

God does.

C. Notice who gives the increase in the garden

God does.

Sometimes you will hear a Christian say, “One gets to plant, one gets to water and another one gets to harvest.” The Bible didn’t say that. The Bible says, “One plants, another waters and God gives the increase.” Men who have mistakenly assumed that they were responsible to create increase in the fields of the Lord have done enormous damage to the cause of Christ. Because we get the idea that growing a church is the reason we are in the church, men have come to the conclusion that anything that leads to church growth is good. Worldly music, trendy ideas and weak preaching has been the result. Pastors, anxious to please people so they will come to the church and stay in the church, have compromised the faith, believing that such compromise is excused because more people are getting “saved” as a result.

SOWING SEED

Matthew 13:3-8 KJV

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:

And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.

And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:

But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Matthew 13:18-23 KJV

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.

But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.

He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Nothing is said about harvesting but only about sowing seed. Nothing is said about judging soil but only about sowing seed. Nothing is said about preparing the soil but only about sowing seed. The Bible says,

Acts 16:14 KJV

And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

Our job is not to prepare the heart – that is God’s job. Our job, according to Matthew 28:18-20 is to, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations.”

We don’t choose the better places. We don’t go only to the places where lots of people are making professions. We go to all the world. Then we baptize those who make professions. Then we teach them to observe all that Christ has commanded. We preach the Word of God so that people know the truth, not so that we can make them accept our position and join our congregation.

People only need a church if that church is giving them truth. Otherwise, the church is useless. It might make them feel good. It might have an appearance of Christianity. It might act like it is preaching the Bible. But it isn’t what the Lord wanted a church to be if it isn’t faithfully teaching the truth

WHEAT AND TARES

Matthew 13:24-30 KJV

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:

But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.

So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?

But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
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