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			Advance Praise for Betrayal

			“When Jewish histories of the second half of the twentieth through the early decades of the twenty-first century are written, there will be particularly dark chapters concerning the moral and Jewish demise of American Jewry. In the 1960s, virtually every non-Orthodox synagogue along with secular Jewish organizations began abandoning both Jewish and liberal moral values and replacing them with the left-wing values of the universities and the mainstream media. If academia and the New York Times said there were more than two sexes, or that America was a fundamentally racist country, that is what most American Jews said. Even American Jewry’s legendary support for Zionism and Israel began to dissipate. By the turn of the twenty-first century, the most pro-Israel Americans were evangelical Christians, not Jews. To cite one example of far too many, the Anti-Defamation League, founded to combat antisemitism, now foments more antisemitism than it combats. If you want to know why and how this happened, this is the book to read. It is also the book future historians will study to comprehend the almost incomprehensible: how the Jews of the freest, most opportunity-giving, and most pro-Jewish country in history came to align themselves with forces that embraced anti-American values.”

			—Dennis Prager, co-founder of Prager University (PragerU), the most viewed conservative video site in the world, and author of ten bestselling books, including three of a projected five-volume commentary on the Torah, The Rational Bible

			“The authors of this courageous twenty-two essay collection show that the U.S. Jewish establishment consists of weak, politicized bureaucrats who ‘seem more loyal to a progressive ideology than to the safety of Jews.’ Covering topics ranging from theory (history and psychology) to gritty detail (Virginia and North Carolina case studies), Betrayal loudly rings the alarm for a somnolent American Jewry. Read it and wake others.”

			—Daniel Pipes, president of the Middle East Forum

			“Today’s America is scarred by ever-increasing anti-Semitism. It befouls the nation’s colleges and universities, now seeps widely into K–12 education, has established an ugly foothold in our political institutions including the halls of Congress, permeates virtually all of social media, once more defiles our workplaces, and inexorably redounds in attacks, including physical assaults, on Jews and Jewish institutions. The glaring failure of most major Jewish organizations, particularly legacy bodies, to confront the assault and the threats, to mount a forceful campaign to fight the bigotry, is a scandal. That organizations and their leaders too often even embrace the Jew-haters, cultivating agendas that consign protection of the community to a low priority, amplifies the disgrace. The essays of the present volume offer vivid evidence of those failures and their dire ramifications for American Jews not only in threats unchecked but in threats intensified by the dereliction of feckless leaders. It is a wake-up call that must be heard, internalized and acted on by American Jews if they hope to turn back the hate-mongering sweeping over them.”

			—Kenneth Levin, psychiatrist, historian, and author of The Oslo Syndrome: Delusions of a People Under Siege

			“If you want to believe that all is well in the Jewish world…don’t read this book. If you want to keep your faith in the Jewish legacy organizations and establishment leaders…don’t read this book. If you want to bury your head in the sand and decide that America—and especially Woke America, which most Jews worship—is not changing and turning anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist, don’t read this book. If, however, you think it’s time for the American Jewish community, its organizations, and its leadership, to have an honest, challenging, vigorous debate about where we are going—and what mistakes we have made—then, indeed, read this important, illuminating, sometimes depressing, but ultimately inspiring, book.”

			—Gil Troy, distinguished scholar of North American history at McGill University and editor of the three-volume set Theodor Herzl: Zionist Writings

			“With anti-Semitism on the rise and violence simmering, American Jews are frantically looking for leadership. Tragically, all too often they find muddled minds and moral cowardice, ossified institutions, and partisan affinities winning the day. Dr. Charles Jacobs and Avi Goldwasser have given us not only a maddening, stirring, and absolutely necessary record of this colossal communal failure, but also just the hopeful catalyst we need to start rebuilding amid the wreckage.”

			—Liel Leibovitz, editor-at-large for Tablet Magazine
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			Introduction

			Charles Jacobs and Avi Goldwasser

			American Jewry is under siege, ideologically and physically. In the media, on college campuses, in the streets of major cities, even in high schools and in Congress, Jews and the Jewish state are smeared, hated, and attacked. Celebrities spew anti-Jewish ravings, including praise of Hitler and denial of the Holocaust, to tens of millions of followers. This is a new time for Jews in America.

			Jews cannot control the forces arrayed against us, but one thing we should be able to do is influence our own leadership. It is clear that the establishment Jewish organizations—the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), the American Jewish Committee, the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, regional Federations, Jewish Community Relations Councils across the country, Union for Reform Judaism, the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, and most rabbis—have failed to respond effectively to these mounting assaults.

			The essays in this book explore the nature and extent of this failure by American Jewish leaders, including specific examples and an analysis of why Jewish leaders are failing in their mission to protect their communities.

			This collection of essays is intended to publicly critique a failing Jewish establishment with the full understanding that many Jews view such rebuke as divisive and prefer to show unity. As a vulnerable minority, Jews have usually made public criticism of their leaders a near taboo. In recent decades, though, criticizing Jewish leaders has been acceptable, even common, when the target is “right-wing” Jews. Ironically, for too many American Jews, the democratically elected leaders of the Jewish state can be pilloried time and again, but the undemocratically, donor-selected leaders here may not be questioned as this would “break Jewish unity.”

			We believe that we have a duty to tell the Jewish community what we know from our decades’ long experience witnessing the dangerous consequences of the Jewish establishment’s policies, thinking, and actions. We know that many American Jews think as we do, and many of them are working hard to counteract the failures of our leaders.

			We have spent the past decades fighting Jew-haters, but we no longer believe that the American Jewish community can prevail against a surge of anti-Semitism without the full resources of the Jewish community.

			Many of these essays originally appeared in the May 2022 issue of the White Rose magazine.1* With the expanded collection in this book, we hope to inspire many others to join us in challenging the current Jewish leadership to change course, and to encourage new leaders to muster the courage to defend American Jews.

			Part I: Analysis

			This book’s first section describes the current predicament of America’s Jews. We describe today’s state of affairs and show how we got here. The liberalism of the past, which made long-standing Jewish communal policies sensible, has been replaced by a radical and insidious “progressive” ideology that has seduced most mainstream Jewish leaders (who are oblivious, too conflict-averse, or just cowardly) to think their way out of this trap.

			In the opening essay we, Charles Jacobs and Avi Goldwasser (having spent more than two decades advocating for Israel and the American Jewish community), lay out our perspective on the enormity of Jewish leadership’s failure. We describe from personal experience how, presented with irrefutable facts about vicious lies attacking Israel in the national media, the abuse of Jewish college students at Columbia University, terrorist-linked Muslim Brotherhood mosques in Boston, and anti-Semitic indoctrination in high school classrooms, Jewish leaders consistently responded by characterizing our concerns as exaggerated, or by explaining that they had other more important priorities, or by promising that this or that concern is something they would “handle” privately. The result: Problems, small at their beginnings, which were left unaddressed by the most powerful and well-funded Jewish establishment organizations, have metastasized and have brought us to the dangerous situation in which we now find ourselves.

			We did not just criticize; we also set out a ten-point program which all serious Jewish leaders should adopt. The first step requires declaring a state of emergency (and includes forming coalitions with true friends), prioritizing Jewish communal resources for the protection of the community, and, most importantly, fighting back. “Not for the first time in Jewish history,” we say, “are we at a watershed moment. But we are an accomplished community, with very talented individuals. We can and must find proud, brave, and competent leadership to secure a better Jewish future.”

			Jonathan S. Tobin explains how the ADL, the “Jewish Defense Department,” politicized by its CEO, has utterly failed to protect the community. “Are donors to the Anti-Defamation League,” he asks, “aware of what they are funding? Do they know that the organization created to fight prejudice and attacks against Jews is on the record supporting an ideology that grants a permission slip to anti-Semitism?”

			Richard A. Landes analyzes the historical and psychosocial dynamics of failed leadership, highlighting how “universalist utopianism” and a “malignant moral narcissism” have blinded Jewish leadership. “For Jewish leaders,” he writes, “the problem of how to deal with radical Muslims was particularly difficult since one of the most distinctive elements of the radicals’ global jihadi wing was a virulent anti-Semitism.” In many ways, this Islamic Jew-hatred is far more virulent than that of the Nazis, yet this massive, genocidal threat seems beyond the comprehension of our morally preening leaders.

			Joshua Block pinpoints the specific moment in which American Jews were abandoned by the party they had called their home. After Representative Ilhan Omar (D-MN) and Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) spewed anti-Semitic barbs at America’s Jews, Democratic Party leader Nancy Pelosi was asked to specifically condemn them and their bigotry. Instead, the “Squad” was able to persuade Democrats in the House of Representatives to issue a resolution against “hate” in general, and “Islamophobia” in particular, which absolved Omar of any culpability. Block explains why this should be remembered as “American Jews’ political Kristallnacht.”

			Rebecca Sugar, noting how Jewish leaders flee from the problem and manifestations of leftist anti-Semitism, asks if Jews are simply getting the leaders they deserve. “What most American Jews are really shocked by, but couldn’t see until it became inescapably obvious, is the fast-growing, unabashed anti-Semitism of the American political left, where they themselves reside.”

			Caroline B. Glick posits that the concept of the “two-state solution” gutted and destroyed American Zionism. Having now replaced the Jewish people’s right to a state as Israel’s raison d’être, such a “solution” is both immoral and impossible, for it is based upon the lie that the ultimate responsibility for the Arab–Israeli conflict lies with Israel. While the facts on the ground have time and again exposed this thirty-year-old plan as delusional, its feel-good intentions have—to Israel’s infinite detriment—led diaspora Jewish leadership to effectively re-define Zionism itself as support for this ultimately anti-Jewish fantasy.

			Naya Lekht, Ph.D., an educator and activist, dives into de-Judaized, “woke” Jewish education’s now-forgotten Stalinist roots. As Lekht demonstrates, corrupted Hebrew schools now churning out legions of anti-Israel socialists have not derived their educational philosophy from Judaism but, in fact, from anti-Jewish Soviet policy. Thinly clothing Marxist indoctrination in Jewish-sounding ideals of “social justice,” these failed institutions knowingly or unknowingly subscribe to Stalin’s concept of “socialist in content, national in form.” By replacing Judaism with “social justice,” leftist Jewish leaders have imported Stalin’s policy of destroying Jewish peoplehood to America, and left brainwashed Jewish youngsters feeling that “Zionism,” at best, “has fulfilled its purpose.”

			Richard L. Kronenfeld, Ph.D., shows how our leaders, blinded by feel-good altruism and addicted to virtue signaling, are siding with minorities whose hostility toward Jews and Israel they ignore or excuse. All done by “invoking a 16th century Kabbalistic concept, tikkun olam, literally ‘healing/repairing the world,’ thereby affording them a convenient way to escape the burden of being a Jew.” Falsely equating Judaism with socialism, secular Jewish leaders embraced utopian ideologies and positions which made it impossible for them to tell friend from foe, and hijacked their heritage for partisan purposes.

			Bruce D. Abramson, Ph.D., documents how American Jewish leadership institutions have failed because their priorities are antithetical to Jewish interests. Unmoored from the centering force of Judaism and Jewish particularism, leadership institutions—the ADL in particular—have instead invested their moral clout into fighting the enemies of the left, as opposed to the enemies of the Jews. “A Jewish community that assigns communal safety a low priority and Jewish distinctiveness an even lower one,” he writes, “lacks self-respect. Perhaps, as a community that disrespects so much of our own distinctive traditions, we have the leadership we deserve.”

			Thane Rosenbaum writes that cowardice and comfort explain much of the failure. Holocaust-era leaders like Rabbi Stephen Wise were so ensconced in their quasi-aristocratic position as loyal New Deal Democrats that they valued their friendship with President Roosevelt over fighting to save Jews from the Nazis. “Leadership without exercising moral courage, without undertaking risks and performing selfless acts,” he says, “is not leadership.… The grogger that is so grating on Purim is reserved, one night, for Haman, but never for Hamas.”

			Part II: Proof Points

			The second part of this book presents on-the-ground descriptions of how American Jewish leadership has failed. Responding to anti-Semitic campus activism, delusional and utopian rabbinic dogma, and morally confused, cowering community “leaders,” both experts and activists alike document the tangible cost of Jewish leadership’s failure. They also suggest a way forward, and even, perhaps, hope for a new crop of Jewish leaders who will fight, and know how to fight, for the Jewish community.

			Morton A. Klein, president of the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA), documents how America’s mainstream Jewish organizations failed to arm or inoculate Jews with the simple, basic facts to counter the demonization of Israel. Israel does not occupy “Palestinian” land; the Palestinian Authority rewards the murderers of Jews with cash payments; the Palestinians opted for jihad rather than generous Israeli peace offers. This failure to teach and insist on such simple truths has brought American Jews nothing but contempt. Klein then exposes the ADL’s failed strategy of relying on the most liberal Jewish groups to engage “soft critics” of Israel.

			Alan M. Dershowitz, once one of the Jewish liberal establishment’s most beloved speakers, explains how his former friends and political allies have used false charges against him and his legal defense of President Donald Trump to smear his name and discard one of the Jewish people’s most masterful defenders. In fact, they have preferred anti-Zionists over “tainted” Zionists like Dershowitz. “Jewish leaders’ first priority is to defend the community,” he says. “This dark time of rising anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism must be a time of unity and fortitude, not petty partisanship or skittish kowtowing to the kangaroo court of public opinion.”

			Rabbi Cary Kozberg describes how he was forced to leave Reform Judaism, as it abandoned its own principles. He notes that today’s Reform leaders have increasingly embraced the values and worldview of contemporary progressivism. The “big tent” which once accommodated diverse beliefs and approaches has morphed into a confining cement bunker of theological and political progressive orthodoxy. That orthodoxy has one objective: the promotion of “social justice,” which no one seems able to define, rather than Judaism.

			M. Zuhdi Jasser, a Reform Muslim leader, explains how the ADL and other leading Jewish institutions minimize or whitewash Islamist anti-Semitism and abandon legitimate Muslim reformers. “…[G]roups like the ADL,” he writes, “have sat on the sidelines as American Islamist groups born out of the Muslim Brotherhood have radicalized American Muslims and poisoned the discourse against reformist groups like the Muslim Reform Movement.”

			William A. Jacobson and Johanna E. Markind show how defense-only strategies have lost the campuses. After taking over as ADL leader in 2015, Obama acolyte Jonathan Greenblatt doubled down on the ADL’s leftist, universalist identity, while his condemnations of anti-Semitism on campus and off-campus have been mostly tepid. Under his stewardship, the organization largely ignored anti-Semitism from Black Lives Matter and other “politically incorrect” sources. By contrast, he has turned the ADL’s ire on Jews and Jewish organizations which work to expose the anti-Semitism on campus, which it minimizes or ignores.

			Rebecca G. Schgallis gives first-hand insight into the failure of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) of Fairfax County, Virginia. Faced with rampant anti-Israel indoctrination from the local school board—which included a Muslim Brotherhood-linked terrorism supporter—the JCRC prioritized its “relationships” with “victim groups” over its duty to protect its own community. Even worse, the JCRC urged the Jewish community to fall in line behind the teaching of critical race theory in the schools, which inevitably portrays Jews in a negative light—as aligned with and benefitting from “white privilege.”

			Karen D. Hurvitz reveals how the lame Boston JCRC strategy to shield the community from the K–12 anti-Semitic critical race theory movement is bound to fail. She points to the example of California, where the group responsible for the first radical, anti-Israel version of ethnic studies curriculum has bypassed the so-called guard rails that naïve Jewish organizations established. This group did so by forming relationships with many California school districts and have managed to persuade schools to use its original radical curriculum instead of the approved one.

			Joanne Bregman shows that the JCRCs’ national umbrella—the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA)—undermines the Jewish community by promoting “progressive” theology. In reality, it has become just another “woke” organization whose local branches’ self-selected members abet its political activism.

			Lauri B. Regan grants us an inside look into the leftist hijacking of the American Zionist Movement (AZM). Regan describes how her efforts to build an AZM committed to “fight[ing] the growing scourge of antisemitism, anti-Zionism, and Holocaust denial” were blocked by leftist groups, which eventually forced her out of the organization. “Cancel culture has arrived at the AZM,” she writes. “I’m out. They’re in.”

			Amy Rosenthal, M.D., and Josh Ravitch describe how, in the face of their local JCRC’s cowardice, they fought and continue to fight against the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement in North Carolina. The lesson is: “Where leadership is lacking, step up and lead. Our ‘leaders’ might actually follow.”

			Henry Srebrnik sketches the Jewish situation in Canada, which parallels that of American Jewry. In a nation that has been called the most socially welcoming, economically secure, pro-Israel, and religiously tolerant for diaspora Jews, past or present, the “progressive” revolution, plus mass immigration from anti-Jewish cultures, has turned things upside down. Jewish leaders there have also failed. Like their American counterparts during the Holocaust, Canadian Jewish leaders mostly cower in silence while their supposed allies in the Liberal government continuously betray them.

			Charles Jacobs and Ben Poser focus the book’s epilogue on the surging threat of black anti-Semitism. Louis Farrakhan’s Jew-hatred has now spread to his celebrity acolytes like Kanye West and Kyrie Irving, and black Jew-hatred has caught fire, both online and in the streets. Yet, through it all, American Jewish leaders seem bewildered and paralyzed. The ADL, for political reasons, has for years chosen to mostly ignore Jew-hatred from non-white sources. The authors suggest why this is so, and why the ADL refuses to employ a unique and likely effective strategy to fight back.

			 

			The purpose of this book is to be a wake-up call for the American Jewish community to take action and hold our failing Jewish leaders and their patron donors accountable. At a time when Jews are under siege, the need for effective Jewish leadership is more urgent than ever.

			

			
				
					1	*	White Rose Magazine, Issue VIII (May 2022). https://whiterosemagazine.com/issue-008/.

				

			

		

	
		
			Part I

			Analysis

		

	
		
			1

			The Jewish Community Cannot Survive Betrayal by Its Leadership

			Charles Jacobs and Avi Goldwasser

			“…[W]hat physicians say about consumptive illnesses is applicable here: that at the beginning, such an illness is easy to cure but difficult to diagnose; but as time passes, not having been recognized or treated at the outset, it becomes easy to diagnose but difficult to cure.”1

			—Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince

			This is not the country we grew up in. The Jewish community is under siege. According to the FBI, Jews are the primary targets of hate crimes in America. An analysis of FBI reports reveals that a Jewish person is twice as likely to be a victim of a hate crime as a black person or a Muslim, ten times more likely than an Asian or a Latino, and twenty times more likely than a non-Hispanic white person.2

			Jews are being beaten in the streets of New York City, murdered in Pittsburgh, San Diego, and Jersey City, stabbed in Boston, taken hostage in Texas, and harassed and bullied on college campuses across the country. In more than a few places, Jews live with rising anxiety. Most Jewish community buildings require security. Israel, the Jewish state, is defamed and demonized by the mainstream media, and maligned in both the U.S. Congress and the United Nations, as anti-Zionism becomes the new anti-Semitism.

			Hostility toward American Jews continues to grow. In March of 2022, the NYPD reported that anti-Semitic hate crimes in New York City were up 409 percent.3 A recent American Jewish Committee (AJC) poll found that four in ten Jews avoid making themselves identifiable as Jews, avoid going to Jewish events, or refrain from posting Jewish-related content online.4 Ninety percent of Jews think anti-Semitism is a problem in America.5

			In what seems like a perfect storm, Jews face assaults simultaneously from four major ideological camps: (1) Lethal white nationalists attack Jews in the name of white supremacy, blaming them for supporting multiculturalism and rising Third World immigration. (2) Radical black nationalists—including Farrakhan-following celebrities,6 academics, and politicians—attack Jews in the name of black liberation and “equity.” (3) Radical progressives and segments of the Democratic Party promote the genocide-enabling Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement and anti-Jewish critical race theory, inciting an ideological assault on Israel and Jews in the name of “social justice” and Palestinian nationalism. This new assault is a kind of “virtuous Jew-hatred,” socially acceptable and even fashionable, not easily countered by facts, logic, or reason. (4) Finally, far too many Muslims, many from anti-Semitic cultures, embody an ancient religious hatred (the Jews rejected Muhammad) and are further inflamed by their tribal support of Palestinians. Islamic anti-Israel movements are funded by petrodollars mostly from Qatar and Saudi Arabia. Dozens of imams in American mosques can be seen in videos preaching incitement and hatred of Jews.7 Muslims have attacked Jews on America’s streets.8

			The ongoing demonization of Jews in the media, on college campuses, in Congress, and (most recently) in K–12 education, is ominous, reminiscent of the Nazis’ initial measures to render Jews less than human. History does not offer many examples where rising anti-Semitism resolved itself peacefully. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, as his daughter Susannah remembered, often taught that the Holocaust “did not begin with the building of the crematoria,” but with the “defamation” of the Jews.9

			The animus behind these tribal, theological, and ideological assaults did not suddenly appear but has been openly building over decades. The resulting crescendo of hate was predictable, but the “red flags” were mostly rationalized away, minimized, or ignored by most mainstream Jewish leaders. Based on their actions and priorities, Jewish leaders seem to prefer to devote precious Jewish resources to virtue-signaling activities for mostly non-Jewish causes.10 Within the establishment Jewish leadership, the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) has been the lone, unfaltering exception.

			The abolitionist leader Frederick Douglass understood the consequences of failed leadership. He said: “Find out just what any people will quietly submit to and you have found out the exact measure of injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them….”11

			There are many reasons for the current Jewish predicament. Many are not within our control, but one thing truly ought to be: Jewish leadership.

			The simple truth is that those Jewish establishment organizations whose mission is the defense and well-being of the Jewish community—the ADL, the AJC, the Federations, and the networks of JCRCs—are failing to protect American Jewry. The leadership seems both ideologically conflicted and conflict-averse. Most significantly, our leaders and their major donors are not being held accountable for these failures. After decades of Jewish success in American society, Jewish leaders have grown complacent—or perhaps corrupted by our good fortune. Today, most of our Jewish leaders and their major donors are part of the economic elite and are not directly affected by the rising hatred and violence. Self-indulgent and sometimes arrogant, they suppress dissenting voices and diverse opinions. They often seem more occupied by their social standing than demonstrating real concern for the Jewish community.

			In a nutshell, Jewish establishment leaders are stuck in a comfortable, older strategic paradigm. For decades, they promoted policies that allied Jews with blacks, and then with other disadvantaged minorities, in their struggles for civil and equal rights. They justified these policies, and the resulting outlay of precious Jewish resources, not only as consistent with Jewish values but also as protective of the community. The assumption was that our compassion and magnanimity toward others would reveal our goodness to all, and thus engender reciprocity and solidarity from these groups. Ignoring tribal self-interest and projecting their Jewish values onto their “allies,” Jewish leaders pursued a naïve and simplistic strategy: “We will help them and they will support us.” Predictably, they were wrong.

			Not surprisingly, there was no reciprocity and no solidarity. With very few exceptions, physical and ideological attacks on Jews did not elicit the expected condemnations of anti-Semitism from their alleged allies. Our leaders seem to have missed the dramatic shift in America’s cultural and political landscape, which has taken place over the past several decades. The liberalism of the past that made long-standing Jewish policies sensible has been replaced by a radical and insidious ideology, one that resembles a theology.12 “Post-modernism” and “progressivism,” whose adherents are called “woke,” label Jews as “privileged white oppressors.” This ideology has captured and energized the progressive Left. It has also infected too many Jews seeking mainstream acceptance and an escape from the burden of being Jewish.

			Not only do Jewish leaders seem willfully blind to this mass cultural change, they seem oblivious to the damage they cause by their stubborn refusal to be “mugged by reality.” One shameful consequence: They fail to react with passion against attacks on Jews from their imagined ideological partners. Like “generals fighting the last war,” they cling to a more comfortable misunderstanding of the threat by focusing mainly on the extremist right, the small gangs of violent thugs who have minimal support compared to the vast influence of major media, college campuses, Islamists, and “progressive” politicians. So, they simply see Nazis everywhere. They have painted themselves, and us, into a corner. Even more ominous in the long term is the failure of Jewish leaders to stop the drift of Jewish youth, educators, and even our rabbis away from Judaism to progressive ideologies, which are most often anti-Zionist. Young Jews are not educated to understand Jewish peoplehood and that being Jewish means more than being observant. It’s being part of the long history of the Judean people with a unique and amazing culture.

			When challenged about this new reality—in which the reigning ideology of their “allies” divides America into oppressors and oppressed and consigns Jews to the former class—Jewish leaders often seem to be in outright denial. Some will grudgingly acknowledge the problem, but we have seen none who show a willingness to consider the need for a serious rethink, a new strategy. Mostly, Jewish leaders are doubling down on their failed policies or going through the motions of “rethinking” by organizing taskforces and committees. Most important, there is little evidence that our leaders or donors are being held accountable for their massive negligence and failure.

			Several strategic leadership failures have severe long-term consequences for the community. These must be addressed immediately.

			Failing to Stop Demonization of Jews in the Media When the Problem Was Still Limited

			This failure to address the demonization of Israel in the media, which now extends to most of the mainstream media, meant that Jewish leaders, especially the ADL—the so-called Jewish Defense Department—failed to understand that the ideological assault on the Jewish state was the “new anti-Semitism.” Anti-Zionism made Jew-hatred culturally and socially acceptable under the guise of human rights and free speech. Every major Jewish legacy organization, except for the ZOA, failed to see the long-term consequences, and thus refused to expose and combat it.

			In 1989, as The Boston Globe was bashing the Jewish state on practically a daily basis,13 Andrea Levin and Charles Jacobs contemplated forming a media watchdog group to expose and combat media bias against Israel. As they were forming the Boston branch of the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting and Analysis (CAMERA), they were asked by New England’s ADL representative, Lenny Zakim (of blessed memory), and by the former leader of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), Steve Grossman, to let the ADL undertake this task instead. Zakim and Grossman argued that since the ADL spoke with the voice of the Jewish people, if Abe Foxman, the ADL’s legendary head at the time, explained to the public that the media was lying about the Jewish people, it would be more powerful than if a new start-up did so. But Foxman declined without any explanation. What was lost on him, and on the Jewish establishment, was the strategic significance of how the media and other key public and cultural institutions influence our political leaders and the general public. This was an historic blunder.

			Failing to Stop Demonization, Harassment, Intimidation, and Exclusion of Jews on Campus When the Problem Was Still Limited

			In 2003, we were asked by Jewish students at Columbia University to help them to deal with anti-Israel professors who were harassing and intimidating Jewish pro-Israel students. Nobody in leadership positions in New York City, the most populous Jewish city in the world, would help the students: not the Jewish professors, not Hillel, not the ADL, not the Federation, not the AJC.

			Our 2004 documentary, Columbia Unbecoming, recorded the abuse of Jewish students and the failure of the university to stop the abuse.14 The documentary received major press coverage, including TV news reports.15 For the first time, many in the Jewish community learned about the hostility that Jewish students face. Sadly, the events at Columbia failed to mobilize the Jewish establishment. They told us the problem was not so bad and that bringing attention to it would only make it worse. They preferred to handle the situation quietly, with the university administration, behind closed doors. They told us to go away, and let them handle the matter, implying that we were intruding on their turf. David Harris told us that his AJC only does diplomacy and would not get involved on campus. Now, twenty years later, many of the anti-Israel diplomats and politicians the AJC must confront have been “Palestinianized” on campus. The vacuum created by failed Jewish leadership resulted in grassroots campaigns to support Jewish students, including by the David Project, the ZOA, StandWithUs, CAMERA on Campus, Aish ha-Torah, Students Supporting Israel, and others.

			We hoped that Columbia Unbecoming would awaken Jewish leadership and the public to anti-Semitism masked as anti-Zionism. It mostly failed to accomplish this goal. Only in 2021 did the ADL finally acknowledge the campus problem.16 Failing to deal effectively with Columbia University’s egregious behavior emboldened the Jew-hating radicals. There are now dozens of “unbecoming” (that is, hostile) universities. As with an untreated infection, the poison has spread aggressively.17

			Lack of action by Jewish leadership has contributed to the fact that 50 percent of Jews on American college campuses now feel that “they must hide who they are out of fear,” according to a recent AJC poll.18 This failure to address the hostility on campus has allowed the metastasis of a malignant academic culture that has led to the takeover of departments of Middle East Studies by radical anti-Semites, the growth of Students for Justice in Palestine promoting the BDS movement, the infiltration and corruption of Jewish Studies programs, and the exclusion of Jewish students from fully participating in campus activities.

			Failing to Stop anti-Israel Education in High Schools Now Exploding Across the Nation via Ethnic Studies Curricula and Critical Race Theory

			Leveraging their campus successes, anti-Zionists then extended their efforts to K–12 education with funding from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and progressive U.S. think tanks. In 2011, informed by parents, we discovered that a Saudi-funded text—The Arab World Studies Notebook—was being used as a history text in high schools in Newton, Massachusetts.19 The Notebook was part of a curriculum taught to teachers across America by an anti-Israel Arab organization. Newton teachers were trained at an event sponsored by the anti-Israel Harvard Center for Middle Eastern Studies. The Center’s director, Paul Beran, an anti-Israel activist for several years, was an organizer of BDS campaigns against Israel.20 One “lesson” used the Hamas Charter as a primary source, but the Newton version of the Charter was doctored.21 It erased the original language that called for the murder of every Jew on the planet, by substituting the word “Zionists” for Jews. The teachers’ guide explained that the unit’s purpose was to show the conflict as a resolvable land and border dispute and not a complicated religious conflict. A grassroots effort to find out what else was being taught in the schools was stymied when school administrators rejected transparency and refused to make their teaching materials public. None of the established Jewish organizations in Boston would help us. In fact, they supported the school committee, claiming that we were exaggerating.22 To date, the curriculum is still not public.23 More recently, with the introduction of California’s “ethnic studies” curriculum, the assault on Jews and Israel has become turbo-charged. Most of Boston’s Jewish establishment leaders are being co-opted with vague promises of phantom “guardrails” to prevent anti-Jewish or anti-Israel indoctrination.24 Again, gullible or delusional Jewish leadership is failing to protect the community as the next generation of Americans is being groomed for hostility toward Jews. This situation is being made far worse with the widespread introduction of critical race theory and “ethnic studies,” which reject merit in favor of tribal quotas and identity politics.25 Historically, Jewish success was based on merit while Jewish exclusion was based on quotas. Many Jewish leaders feel trapped by the conflict between their universalist and utopian impulses and their fiduciary responsibility to the Jewish community.

			Failing to Recognize the Long-Term Threat of the Growing Radicalization of the American Muslim Community

			Jewish leaders enamored of, and relieved by, simplistic feel-good solutions to complex social problems preached the gospel of interfaith dialogue as the magic formula for resolving tribal conflicts. In 2003, The Boston Herald reported that Muslims tied to terrorism were planning to build a mega-mosque in the Boston suburb of Roxbury.26 Included on the mosque’s board was the late “spiritual leader” of the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood,27 Yusuf al-Qaradhawi,28 whose preaching—easily accessed online—calls for the murder of Jews29 and gays30 worldwide. Based on internal mosque documents we obtained, it was clear that the goal of the mosque’s owners was to radicalize the historically moderate Boston Muslim community, as well as proselytize in Boston’s black community where the mosque was to be located. Concerned with these developments, we organized a meeting of Boston Jewish leaders, including executives of Boston’s Federation, the Combined Jewish Philanthropies (CJP), the ADL, the AJC, and the local JCRC. We presented evidence on the ownership and control of the mosque, its hateful ideology, and its connections to terror groups. The Jewish leaders, displaying a significant deficit of imagination and courage, believed that the only proper response was to engage more intensely in interfaith dialogue.

			“What else can we do?” they asked. They refused to consider educating the Jews and the public about the threat posed by radical Islam. We urged them to share what they knew about the funders and officials of the mosque with Boston’s well-intentioned but naïve mayor or with Massachusetts’ governor. They refused. They refused to use their political capital on this matter. By 2015, more than a dozen congregants of both of the Islamic Society of Boston’s mosques—one in Roxbury, one in Cambridge—were in jail, deported, on the run, or dead from their connections to terrorism.31 This includes the Boston Marathon bombers, who were part-time congregants at the Cambridge mosque.

			The Jewish leaders were not influenced by hard evidence, such as copies of checks from terror groups to the mosques or from the mosques to the terror groups.32 We showed them anti-Semitic writings, sermons, and videos of anti-Semitic harangues. We showed them instructions on the mosque’s website on how husbands, displeased by their wives’ conduct, should beat them.33 Nothing, it seemed, would cause them to deviate from their comforting dogmatic beliefs that “mutual understanding” and dialogue would mitigate any threat. They also refused to learn the lessons of Muslim migration to Europe and its resulting violence against Jews. They were more concerned with offending a “vulnerable minority” than with the long-term safety of their own community. Their mantra was, “If we are nice to them, they will be nice to us.” Facts be damned.

			What Is to Be Done?

			Most mainstream Jewish leaders are promoting universalist fantasies—but to bring “kumbaya” to the arena of identity politics is to unilaterally disarm.34

			On these matters, our leaders prefer not to “follow the evolutionary science,” which teaches that tribes are more likely to seek
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