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Learning how to be a writer takes a lot of time, practice and writing. There are a lot of tips and tricks to be a writer and that was one of the purposes of the Global Author.com.

This website was my author hub for a couple of years where each week I wrote fascinating, engaging and easy-to-understand blog posts (and podcast episodes for a long time) on different writing, marketing and publishing areas to help writers.

However, when my own writing and author business gone too busy, I decided to close down the website but I didn’t want authors and writers to lose this knowledge, so I’ve decided to repurpose those great blog posts into books like this one.

So in this writing book, this contains tons of great blog posts to help you improve your writing. You’re learn about such critical and amazing topics like depth, pacing and characters, and so much more that will help you to take your writing even further.

You’ll also learn more advanced writing tips like using the rule of three to help readers stop reading your story and help them to live it. 

I’m always learning from the top writers working today and have been around for decades, and I reference them constantly throughout the book, so you know that I’m sharing tips and tricks that aren’t some guru rubbish, but are done by the pros.

All I want from these books is to help you become a better storyteller, book marketers and publisher. I want to help you and that’s why I’m repurposing my blog posts like this.

But who am I?

Personally, I am extremely careful about who I learnt writing tips off because there are so many gurus in the writing community. As well as people who have written only one book and they think they know everything.

No one knows everything, if you want to be a professional writer you always need to be learning. 

Therefore, in case you’re careful like me, I’m Connor Whiteley, an author with over 200 short stories written, over 50 fiction books and counting and over 30 nonfiction books written. I’m also a podcaster, blog writer and university student.

I am a dedicated writer who is always learning and wanting to improve, and that energy, drive and determination comes through in this book. Especially towards the end. 

Additionally, as some bonus content, at the very end of this book, I’m including some more blog posts about how to write better mysteries and science fiction books.

This is a brilliant must-read writing book for anyone who wants to take their writing seriously. And these chapters appear in the order they did on my website.

Enjoy!
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Writer’s block is something that plagues a lot of writers. In fact, it can cause many problems for writers, but mainly it stops help from writing their book.

If you’ve been following this blog or the website for a while, then you know that I’ve a nonfiction and a fiction writer.

However, I have NEVER had writers block and at the time of writing this post. I’ve written around probably 30ish books.

So why don’t I get writer’s block?

The Answer:

Personally, I do not believe in it because I believe if you suffer from writer’s block then your ‘creative well’ has run dry.

In other words, you no longer have any ideas for your books.

In respondence, I make sure that my creative well is never empty, or I make sure that my creative well is filled so much that by the time the book is finished. It’s almost empty or there are still other ideas in their for future books.

Another method I use to prevent writer’s block is I plot. 

Now I class myself as a cross-between plotter and discovery writer because I plot out the book in enough detail so I can write it. Yet I still myself a lot of room for creative freedom.

Overall, this plotting definitely helps.

How Do You Fill the Creative Well to Prevent Writer’s Block?

Basically, you need go out in the world and have experiences. 

Now, I don’t necessarily mean international travel or having to go out because you can fill the creative well from reading and watching films as well.

I’ll explain more down below.

Filling the Creative Well for Fiction Writers:

For fiction writers, you can get a lot of ideas for future or current books from a range of sources. For example, reading, watching films, going to places, doing things and more.

A great personal example for mine is when I went to Canterbury Cathedral in March 2019. I experienced the wonder of the Cathedral and I let my imagine run free with ideas for different stories in my sci-fi fantasy universe.

Another example is I’m currently considering writing a book set in-between Book 1and Book 2 of my Winter Trilogy. For this book, the plot will be completed inspired from a Warhammer 40,000 book that I read and simply loved.

Overall, fiction writers can fill the creative well by going to places and getting ideas from them, as well as you can get ideas from books that you’ve read. You can get ideas from films as well.

Think about how you can apply the above to your own genre?

Filling the Creative Well for Nonfiction Writers:

I strongly believe that if your creative well is dry as a nonfiction writer then one of two things could have happened.

Firstly, you didn’t do enough research. If this the case, I suggest that you go back to your research material and try to find out some more. 

Note: please be careful as you don’t want to do so much research that you are overwhelmed. If this is the case, I highly recommend How to Write Nonfiction by Joanna Penn.

Secondly, you might not be passionate about your topic because if you have all the needed research that you need to have and if you have an idea about how you want to structure the book. Then chances are the reason why you don’t want to write is because you’re not interested enough in the book.

This is okay.

Just put the project to one side and come back to it in the future.

Note: this is okay if you do this for one or two books, but if you start to put projects aside because you don’t want to finish them then you have a problem. This relates to the different types of energies needed during the creative process.

This will be addressed in a future blog post.

Overall, I highly recommend that non-fiction writers try to do more research, outline or have a clearly defined structure for their book and find a non-fiction project you’re passionate about.
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So, I remember being asked the ‘Do you need a writing degree to be a writer?’ question a lot during my first year at university. As well as I know that a lot of people ask themselves this question about self-doubt and writers get asked this question a lot by not writers.

I’m here to tell you that you don’t need a Degree in Writing to be a Writer.

My Personal Example:

In late 2019, I went to university and I lived in on-campus accommodation with 7 other people and at this point, I had written about 20 books.

Out of these 7 other people, I lived with (they all knew I was a writer and an author) there is this very nice Portuguese boy there who wanted to become a writer, and he hadn’t finished this first book. 

And he decided to me advice.

Now, for all the writers who have experienced this before. Yes, I did silently laugh because as we all know writing and hitting publish is only what 10% if that of people who want to write a book actually do.

So for a person who was writing his first book decided to give me the advice that I HAD to take creative writing modules at university. Otherwise, he couldn’t understand why I was a writer.

To be honest, I know that he would never finish his book because he didn’t have the ‘write’ attitude and he was still under the assumption that traditional publishing is the wonderous glorious thing that every writer needs. And independent publishing is sh*t.

(I think we all know what shock he’s going to have later on in life. Especially, when he finds out that he needs to do all the marketing)

Why a Creative Writing Degree isn’t Everything for A Writer:

Moving on to my next section, my personal problem with writing degrees is that they focus almost exclusively on Literature and Literacy Fiction and NOT commercial genre fiction. 

In fact, this same boy did a few of these writing modules and he was laughed at because he wanted to do something commercial. He wanted to do science fiction.

In other words, if you do a writing degree then you will teach you how to write amazing literature worthy of rewards.

However, the literary fiction market is microscopic whereas the commercial genre fiction market. Like: science fiction, fantasy, mysteries, thrillers and many more, is massive.

Therefore, please, please, please do a writing degree if you want to win the most prestigious awards but if you want to make a living from your writing then you sort of need to write commercial genre fiction or nonfiction.

Another Personal Example:

On a quick side note, in the summer of 2020, this same boy send me some of his writing for his degree and wanted my opinion on it.

And I hated it.

Well, I didn’t hate it. I couldn’t understand it.

Because the 1,000 short story was so complex, so literacy that it didn’t make sense.

Consequently, I went downstairs to see my mum and got her to read it. She was confused at first and then it hit her that this boy was writing about the war on COVID-19.

Tip:

As a writer, you DO NOT want to confuse your readers. You readers want a story they can read and enjoy without having to decrypt your writing.

Of course, you need to make it interesting and leave some mystery and foreshadowing but you don’t want to write and read a book that takes 5 minutes to read each paragraph because it’s packed with complex words and meaning.

Famous Examples of Writers who don’t have a Writing Degree:

	New York Times and USA Today Best-selling Thriller Author J.F Penn

	J.K. Rowling

	And many, many more


Do You Need a Degree to Be A Writer?

No, so please start writing, fun and get your books into the world!
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How to write faster is a constant question that writers have because the thinking is:

‘If I can write faster then I can publish more and make more money’

Whilst this is technically true, I would like to politely remind you that you need to market those books as well. You could have two hundred books in the world but unless you market them you won’t have a lot of money off them. Maybe a bit extreme but no less true in principle.

How to Write Faster:

Overall, there are a few ways how you can start writing faster.

Note: there is absolutely no truth in the myth that writing slow equals better writing.

Firstly, you could use dictation to start writing faster because you can speak more words per hour then type. Granted you will need to do a light edit to correct any transcription errors, but this should be worth it if you want to write faster.

There are a lot of different services, you can use for dictation. For example:

	Descript.com (a very good Artificial Intelligence transcription. Their free plan includes 3 hours of free transcription at the time of writing)

	Speechpad.com (human transcription)

	Dragon 

	Google 


In addition, there is a range of health benefits to using transcription as you aren’t sitting down or hammering at a keyboard for hours.

For information at dictation, I highly recommend The Healthy Writer by Joanna Penn and her Co-Writer.

Personally, I have tried dictation and I do love it. I used it for my university notes and some nonfiction, but I must confess I must try dictation properly for fiction and nonfiction. My problem is I need to realise that dictation won’t be perfect, and I need to do a light edit.

Booking Write with Yourself:

If you’re struggling to write or you want to write faster, then maybe you have a problem finding to write. If this is your problem, then I highly recommend making a schedule or make an appointment with yourself and you stick to it. 

For instance, you make an appointment with yourself to have a writing session between 2 pm and 4 pm Wednesday Afternoon. Then write during that time! This is an appointment and you need to stick to it!

Even if it’s just those two hours a week, it may seem pointless but over the course of a month, that’s 8 hours of writing you didn’t have before. In a year that’s 96 hours, you didn’t have before.

Personally, I realised the importance of using the time you have to do some recording (or in your case writing) so my parents might go out for an hour giving me a quiet house to record in and yes it was just an hour to record. Yet it was an hour that I didn’t have before and I had made an hour’s worth of progress that I did make before.

So please, book an appointment with yourself and write!

Pacing Yourself:

This was the real reason why I decided to write this post because this week I realised the power of pacing yourself when it comes to recording my audiobooks and the same can be applied to writing.

Therefore, I use to record 7 chapters a day for a recording session and the next day my voice would be damaged to the point that I couldn’t do audio recording the next day. (This was usually fine because my recording days are usually spread out)

However, this week I knew that I would have two recording days followed by two days break. So, I recorded 4 chapters one day and 6 the next day as my voice was wrecked. Meaning that I recorded 10 chapters overall instead of the 7 I could have done if I didn’t pace myself.

How Does This Apply to Writing Faster?

In other words, don’t write 12 hours straight hoping to achieve something magical. Instead, write an hour or two and have a break.

Overall, pace yourself so you don’t burn up your creative energy in one hit.

Personal Example:

For example, when I wrote my book Garro: Mistress of Blood I wanted to write 4 chapters a day. Two in the morning, one in the afternoon and one in the evening.

However, when I got to the afternoon chapter, I just didn’t want to write. 

So, I was kind to myself and decided to pace myself, so I skipped the afternoon chapter and I was much happier in the evenings. Ultimately, I was able to give my evening chapters more energy (and more violence) because I had paced myself.
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I rarely do any podcast episodes on the craft of writing because I never say I’m even remotely qualified enough to talk on the subject. Yet I know this is just self-doubt talking. Yet I will happily talk about why you need to trust emergence in your writing.

Truly, I believe trusting emergence in your writing is one of the most important things in your writing.

Of course after depth, pacing and characters. That isn’t an order, but they are extremely important. 

What Is Emergence? 

Emergence is when you're writing along and something weird and wonderful happens that you didn’t intend. This happens to both plotters and pansters. 

I’ll tell you about my examples in a moment. 

However, emergence can be a powerful tool as a writer because when you create something using emergence, whether it’s a character, a plot event or something else. You are using your creative voice and not your critical voice. 

It is your creative voice that makes the magic of books. 

It is your critical voice that takes out your author voice and makes your books bad. 

Emergence for Plotters:

For pansters and discovery writers, emergence is life, and the most important thing here is do NOT self censor.

Again, trust emergence. 

I know I’ve spoken about this before, but I’m a cross between a plotter and a pansters since my outlines are comparable to drawing a set of lines for each chapter in the shape of bullet points. Then my discovery writer side comes in and fills in the blanks with some interesting results. 

For plotters, especially hardcore plotters, emergence can be a scary thing because it was not in the outline.

But I want to stress, please keep it in. 

Your writing will probably be better for it. 

Trust Emergence Examples:

I know I’ve spoken a bit about the theory and how it could benefit you. 

Although, I want to show you how trusting emergence can help you in your writing using my own personal examples, and how trusting has improved my books. 

Hopefully, this can help you. 

Side note:

Also, I hope by you listening to this episode it will get you aware and your creative voice will acknowledge this when you next come across emergence. 

First Example: The God Magi

If you’ve read or listened to me talk about my Garro books 4-9 then you would have heard me talk about the God Magi. Or Saint Elizabeth Hellbringer.

This plot or storyline was a complete accident, but I have never, ever regretted it.

What happened was I was writing Garro book 4, Garro: Heresy; about and I always planned to a mystical, not actual god mentioned in the storyline when Elizabeth Hellbringer comes to save Garro.

However, I did not intend for the God Magi to be real, nor did I plan for it to be Chancellor Charlie. 

Yet I was writing alone, and I made it.

I could have ignored myself and
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