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I wasn’t looking for it. I swear I wasn’t. That’s what makes the whole thing worse. I wasn’t snooping, I wasn’t suspicious, I wasn’t digging around. I was just upstairs, trying to be a good hostess while James and Marcus were downstairs setting the table.

We’d invited Marcus over for dinner. He was our neighbor, had been for years. Marcus was in his fifties, black, big-shouldered, tall, fit and strong, with a deep voice that carried across the street. Widowed.

He was the kind of man who made everyone smile when he walked into a room. People respected him. He had this air about him—calm, confident, strong. On the other hand, we were just the average sub-urban white couple with no children and nothing special to talk about. I mean, I was twenty eight and James was in his mid thirties. Surely, we should have started a family by now-.

Marcus had helped us out a lot over the years. Fixing things around the house James couldn’t manage, mowing the lawn when James was sick. He was a good man, a good neighbor, and a friend. Dinner with him was supposed to be simple. A way of saying thanks, sharing a meal, catching up. 

But then I went upstairs.

I told them I was going to grab the good wine glasses from our bedroom closet. That’s where I kept them—on the top shelf, wrapped in old towels so they wouldn’t chip. We didn’t use them much, only when guests came over.

I walked in, humming to myself, and pulled open James’s dresser to grab a dish towel to wipe them down.

That’s when I saw it.

At first, it didn’t even register. My fingers brushed silk. Pink, delicate, soft. Not boxers, not briefs. Panties.

Not mine. I didn’t recognize them.

My breath caught. I froze, staring down at the lace spilling out from the corner of the drawer. My heart started hammering in my chest as I pulled harder. The drawer jerked open, and everything tumbled into view.

It was a pile. A whole collection. Satin thongs, lacy bras, stockings, garters. Some bright red, some black with rhinestones, some pale blue like something a teenage girl would wear. And beneath them—lipstick tubes, compact mirrors, foundation bottles, mascara.

My immediate thought was that he must be cheating on me-that my husband-so loyal and kind-was he-.

No, it was much worse. I found that out when I reached deeper, my hands shaking. A shoebox sat at the back. I pulled it out and flipped it open.

Inside: a small bottle of lube, a plug with a jewel at the base, and a thin little collar with a heart-shaped charm dangling from it.

I dropped the box like it burned me.

I sat on the edge of the bed, staring at the mess I’d dragged out. I wasn’t an idiot.

I understood what it was. Very quickly.

My husband. My James. The man who struggled to get hard half the time, who came too quickly when he did, who flinched if I got too loud in bed. The man I thought was just... boring.

All of it made the perfect sense now. He’d been hiding this from me? This was something depraved. I felt heat rising up my face, into my chest. Anger. Confusion. Disgust.

And then I heard it: James’s laugh drifting up from downstairs. Marcus’s deep chuckle answering back.

I stood, panties clutched in my fist, and marched out of the bedroom.

They were sitting in the living room when I came down. The table was set. Marcus was leaning back on the couch, a beer in his hand, his smile easy. James was fussing over the napkins, like always, nervous energy pouring out of him.

Neither of them saw me at first. I stood there in the doorway, the lace burning in my grip, my heart pounding so loud I could barely hear.

“Emily?” James looked up, smiling. “You find the glasses?”

I didn’t answer.

Instead, I walked forward, slow and steady, until I stood in front of them. James’s smile faltered when he saw my face. His eyes darted to my hand.

And then I let it drop.

The panties hit the coffee table with a soft slap, landing right between Marcus’s beer and James’s nervous hands.

Silence.
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