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​​​​01. English Verb—‘Set’
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SET is an irregular verb. Its three forms are as follows:

First Form (Base Form)—SET

Second Form (Past Form)—SET

Third Form (Past Participle)—SET

Present Perfect of ‘Come’ – Have/Has Set

Past Perfect of ‘Come’—Had Set
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-ING Form of ‘Come’—Setting

Infinitive of ‘Come’—To Set
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Agreement between subject and verb in a sentence

Singular Subject should be used with Singular Verb.

Plural Subject should be used with Plural Verb.

(if you add ‘-s’ or ‘-es’ in a verb it becomes singular)

Singular and Plural Form of Verb ‘Set’

Singular Verb—sets

Plural Verb – set

Singular Verb is used with the subject ‘He and She’ + All Singular Subjects.

Plural Verb is used with the subject ‘I, We, You and They’ + All Plural Subjects.
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Affirmative Sentences (Present Tense)

Pattern:

subject + set/sets + other words

He sets the standard.

Affirmative Sentences (Past Tense)

Pattern:

subject + set + other words

He set the standard.

Affirmative Sentences (Future Tense)

Pattern:

subject + will + set + other words

He will set the standard.
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Negative Sentences (Present Tense)

Pattern:

subject + auxiliary verb ‘do/does’ + not + main verb ‘set’ + other words

He does not set the standard.

Negative Sentences (Past Tense)

Pattern:

subject + auxiliary verb ‘did’ + not + main verb ‘set’ + other words

He did not set the standard.

Negative Sentences (Future Tense)

Pattern:

subject + will + not + go + other words

He will not set the standard.
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Interrogative Sentences (Present Tense)

Pattern 1:

auxiliary verb ‘do/does’ + subject + main verb ‘set’ + other words + ?

Does he set the standard?

Pattern 2:

interrogative word + auxiliary verb ‘do/does’ + subject + main verb ‘set’ + other words + ?

Why does he set the standard?

Interrogative Sentences (Past Tense)

Pattern 1:

auxiliary verb ‘did’ + subject + main verb ‘set’ + other words + ?

Did he set the standard?

Pattern 2:

interrogative word + auxiliary verb ‘did’ + subject + main verb ‘set’ + other words + ?

Why did he set the standard?

Interrogative Sentences (Future Tense)

Pattern 1:

auxiliary verb ‘will’ + subject + main verb ‘set’ + other words + ?

Will he set the standard?

Pattern 2:

interrogative word + auxiliary verb ‘will’ + subject + main verb ‘set’ + other words + ?

Why will he set the standard?
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English Verb ‘Set’ has lots of different uses and meanings.—

A. “Set” is used as a main verb with many different meanings.

B. “Set” is used in several idioms. [An IDIOM is made up of a group of words whose meaning is different from the meanings of the individual words.]

C. “Set” is used in several phrasal verbs. [A PHRASAL VERB is made up of a Verb and an Adverb or a Preposition or both.]
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​​​​​02. Meanings of the Main Verb ‘Set’
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MOST COMMON Meanings OF “SET” AS THE MAIN VERB ARE AS FOLLOWS:
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Meaning 01:

to put somebody/something in a particular place, spot or position

Example Sentences:

He set a bowl of candy in front of a child,

That residential-looking structure was set in the back of a parking lot.

How to set a trap for scorpions?

He set a trap in his living room.
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Meaning 02:

to cause somebody/something to be in a particular state, condition or situation; to start something happening

(set somebody/something doing something)

Example Sentences:

My question set them thinking.

That huge rock was balanced so finely that the slightest nudge set it moving.

No particular topic set them talking.

Meaning 03:

to give somebody a piece of work, a task, etc. to perform

Example Sentences:

(set something for something)

They have set a new syllabus for this competitive exam.

(set something)

The examiner will set the question paper on the spot.

Examiners are required to set the question paper at least half an hour before the examination.

(set something for somebody/yourself)

She should set a target for himself and come up with a plan to achieve it.

(set somebody/yourself something)

He has set himself a number of goals.

They have set themselves a series of rules.

She needed to set herself a target

He had set himself a punishing schedule.

(set somebody/yourself to do something)

He has set himself to read 24 books per year.

He set himself to improve his game and work hard to compete at a high level in his career.

She really set herself to play well again

He has set himself to work cheerfully.

Some players always set themselves to win.

He set himself to write his autobiography,

She set herself to learn many things.
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Meaning 04:

(set something) to arrange, fix or decide on something

Example Sentences:

When he ran his first marathon he didn't set a time goal except to finish the race.

How to set strategic goals that produce tangible results!

How to set screen time limits on your iPhone!
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Meaning 05:

to place and arrange things such as plates, utensils, knives, glasses, forks napkins, etc. for a meal

(set a/the table (for somebody/something))

Example Sentences:

Do people still know how to properly set a table?

How to set a formal dinner table!

Teach your kids to set the table.

Set the table for friends, family, and loved ones!

Her mother told her to set the table for lunch.

How to set the table for a dinner party!

How do you set the table for left-handers?

Is it rude to ask your guests to help set the table?
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Meaning 06:

to put a gem into a piece of jewelry

Example Sentences:

(set something in something else)

She set the ruby in her bracelet

(set something with something else)

The necklace was set with precious jewels—diamonds, rubies, and emeralds.
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Meaning 07:

(set something) to fix something so that others try to copy, follow or achieve it

Example Sentences:

His aim was to set a new world record during the Olympic Games.

Can she extend her scoring streak and set a new record?

Property registrations set a new high record for June.

She set a new standard for ethics & trustworthiness.

It is necessary for them to set a new strategy for social development.
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Meaning 08:

to permanently put a broken bone into a fixed position to heal; to heal in this way

Example Sentences:

A doctor set his broken leg in plaster.

A girl had to wait five days for doctors to set his broken arm.

A doctor set the broken finger and dressed the other wounds of my friend.
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Meaning 09:

Used to talk about adjustment or fixing the time

Example Sentences:

Set your watch by the TV.

Set the alarm for 3 o'clock.
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Meaning 10:

to place the action of a movie, play, novel or other artistic work in a particular place, time, etc

Example Sentences:

His play is set in the 16th century and centers on the conflict for the throne between two rulers.

All his novels are set in the corporate world.
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Meaning 11:

to become firm or hard

Example Sentences:

Allow the cement to set for an hour or more.

Allow the hot glue to set and cool for at least 15 minutes.

The snow had set hard against the pavements,

The putty had set hard.

The first layer of concrete had set hard.

The wax seal had set hard over the years.
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Meaning 12:

to go down below the horizon

Example Sentences:

It was still hot, even though the sun was setting.

The moon was setting during the eclipse.

I watched the sun set behind the Rocky Mountains.
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Meaning 13:

(set something) to fix your face in a way that shows a particular type of expression

Example Sentence:

Her face was set in anguish.

––––––––
[image: ]


Meaning 14:

to arrange somebody's hair in a particular style

Example Sentence:

Use a comb to set your hair.
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​​​​​​03. Idioms With the Word ‘Set’
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01. SET THE ALARM BELL RINGING

Meaning:

used to make people feel worried, nervous or concerned about something

Example Sentences:

The results of the election have set the alarm bell ringing for the ruling party.

Asking for your banking account online should set the alarm bell ringing.
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02. SET THE BALL ROLLING

Meaning:

to make a start of an activity or do something that other people are supposed to join in with later

Example Sentences:

Authorities set the ball rolling for the construction of border shelters.

He scored the goal to set the ball rolling.
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03. SET THE BAR

Meaning:

to fix or establish the standards that are required to meet to qualify for something

Example Sentences:

As you set the bar higher and higher for yourself, you will be giving yourself challenging goals.

Don’t set the bar so high that it puts at risk your relationship.

Don't set the bar too low.

He has set the bar high for other women in terms of confidence.

His mother set the bar extremely and now he has hit that bar.

His parents have set the bar really high for her, and she will do the same for his future kids.

It's just unfair to set the bar that high.

It's very important to set the bar high for yourself!

They have set the bar high for the engineering of residential homes.

They set the bar high by thoroughly inspecting and testing their products.

They set the bar high for their jewelry here with high quality.

We actually don't have to set the bar so high!

We have now set the bar even higher than what we had set in last year.

We need to set the bar high with our physical health.

You should always set the bar high when making a best friend.

––––––––
[image: ]


04. SET THE CAT AMONG THE PIGEONS

Meaning:

to say or do something that may create controversy or trouble
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05A. SET (SOMETHING) IN CEMENT

Meaning:

to establish firmly or permanently; to make something not subject to change
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05B. SET IN CEMENT

Meaning:

firmly or permanently established; not subject to change

Example Sentence:

Her path isn't set in cement.
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06. SET THE CLOCKS AHEAD / BACK

Meaning:

to officially change the time shown by clocks, usually by one hour, at the beginning and end of the warm weather
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07. BE (DEAD) SET AGAINST SOMETHING/AGAINST DOING SOMETHING

Meaning:

to be strongly or totally opposed to something

Example Sentences:

He is dead set against my proposal.

He is dead set against my relationship with a person half my age.

He wanted to buy a new home, but his wife was dead set against the idea.

He was dead set against the money paid to some of the players.

Opposition parties are dead set against this package.

She was dead set against the idea behind her now successful business.

They are dead set against fossil fuels.

He is dead set against painting his home's interior red.

They are dead set against the idea of making a
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