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    Kingdoms are built as much by ideals of loyalty and justice as they are undone by the frailties of the people who serve them.

Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur is a major work of Arthurian prose romance, gathering together the careers, adventures, feuds, and devotions associated with King Arthur and the knights of the Round Table. Set in a legendary Britain shaped by warfare, courtly conduct, marvels, and Christian belief, the Complete 21 Book Edition presents the full scope of Malory’s large design. The text was first printed by William Caxton in 1485, and it stands near the close of the medieval period in England, preserving older stories while giving them a distinctive narrative unity and force.

Rather than unfolding as a single, tightly bounded plot, the book moves through linked episodes that follow Arthur’s rise, the formation of his court, and the exploits of the knights who define its fame. Readers encounter tournaments, quests, acts of fellowship, tests of honor, and conflicts between personal desire and public duty. This broad structure gives the work both momentum and variety: it can feel at once like a national chronicle, a sequence of chivalric adventures, and a meditation on the cost of greatness. Even in its earliest stages, the story carries a sense that achievement and vulnerability are inseparable.

Malory’s voice is one of the book’s lasting pleasures. His prose is direct and energetic, often favoring clear action and decisive turns over elaborate ornament, yet it can also become ceremonious, grave, and emotionally resonant. Repetition, formal phrasing, and swiftly moving scenes create a rhythm that feels at once traditional and urgent. The tone ranges widely, from martial splendor to spiritual seriousness, from courtly pageantry to intimate sorrow. For modern readers, the style may seem at first unfamiliar, but its apparent plainness often reveals a remarkable ability to make large moral conflicts feel immediate and human.

Among the work’s central themes are chivalry, fellowship, reputation, justice, piety, love, and the instability of political order. Malory continually asks what it means to be a good knight or a good ruler when competing obligations pull in different directions. Acts of courage may coexist with pride; public honor may clash with private feeling; institutions meant to uphold peace may depend on violence. The book is equally concerned with memory and example, showing how communities are shaped by stories of noble conduct even when actual conduct falls short. That tension gives the romance its enduring seriousness.

Le Morte d’Arthur still matters because it offers more than a storehouse of famous legends; it examines how societies imagine authority and how easily those ideals can be compromised. Contemporary readers can recognize in its pages debates about leadership, loyalty, legitimacy, and the gap between public image and inner character. Its portraits of aspiration and failure remain compelling precisely because they do not reduce human motives to simple categories. The book also continues to influence later literature, art, and popular retellings of Arthurian material, making it a foundational source for understanding how the legend has been transmitted and reshaped.

Approached today, the Complete 21 Book Edition rewards patience with a reading experience that is cumulative rather than narrowly suspenseful. Individual adventures satisfy on their own, but their deeper power emerges through recurrence, contrast, and the gradual thickening of the world Malory creates. Readers need not search only for historical fact in this legendary landscape; the book’s importance lies in how it dramatizes the desire to build a just order and the pressures that test it. In that balance of splendor and loss, Le Morte d’Arthur remains one of the defining works of the Arthurian tradition.
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    Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d'Arthur, presented in its complete twenty-one-book form, gathers a wide range of Arthurian materials into a continuous prose narrative centered on the rise, flowering, and strain of King Arthur’s realm. Written in the fifteenth century and first printed by William Caxton, the work follows Arthur from uncertain beginnings toward recognized kingship and the establishment of a court that becomes the measure of chivalric renown. From the outset, Malory frames the story around legitimacy, prowess, loyalty, and governance, while also suggesting that the ideals sustaining the kingdom are difficult to preserve amid personal ambition, private grievance, and the unpredictability of war.

The opening movement traces Arthur’s early life and the contested path by which he is accepted as king. Political disorder, rival claimants, and regional resistance test his authority, and his first campaigns are as much about securing unity as about winning battles. Around him gathers a fellowship of knights whose service gives shape to the emerging order of the Round Table. Malory balances scenes of combat with questions of counsel, inheritance, and obligation, presenting kingship as a mixture of martial success and moral responsibility. The narrative steadily broadens from Arthur’s personal claim to the larger project of building a stable and honored realm.

As the kingdom consolidates, the focus widens to include Merlin’s guidance, Arthur’s alliances, and the development of courtly institutions that define Camelot’s prestige. Tournaments, embassies, and military ventures show a society organized around reputation and reciprocal bonds. Yet this expansion also introduces tensions between public duty and private desire, especially where noble households, marriages, and kinship networks are concerned. Malory repeatedly links the strength of the realm to the conduct of individuals, making the court both a center of glory and a place where small failures can carry large consequences. The narrative remains attentive to how order is created, displayed, and quietly endangered.

Several books then shift attention to individual knights, whose adventures test the ideals Arthur’s court seeks to embody. Feats in distant lands, rescues, duels, and quests reveal a world where honor must be continually proved, not merely assumed. These episodes give particular prominence to figures such as Sir Launcelot, whose extraordinary prowess helps define the standard of knighthood, while also exposing the burdens of fame and the complexity of personal allegiance. Malory’s structure allows separate adventures to accumulate into a broader portrait of chivalric life, showing both its magnificence and its instability. Heroic action repeatedly intersects with mercy, pride, justice, and the difficult interpretation of custom.

The narrative also explores love, friendship, and rivalry as forces that shape the fortunes of the Round Table. Courtly attachments inspire noble conduct but can also create divided loyalties, misunderstandings, and grievances that formal codes cannot easily resolve. Malory presents the emotional life of the court as inseparable from its political life: relationships between queens, ladies, knights, and kinsmen influence decisions on and off the battlefield. Episodes of accusation, reconciliation, and renewed conflict show how reputation can be both a source of strength and a cause of vulnerability. In this middle portion, the work deepens its interest in the gap between ideal behavior and human frailty.

A major turn in the complete work comes with the spiritual quest for the Holy Grail, which recasts the concerns of the story in religious terms. The values celebrated in worldly chivalry are measured against stricter standards of purity, humility, and divine grace. Many knights undertake the quest, but their differing capacities reveal that martial excellence alone does not guarantee spiritual fitness. Malory uses this sequence to ask what the highest purpose of knighthood should be and whether the fellowship of the Round Table can sustain both earthly glory and sacred aspiration. The Grail books intensify the contrast between visible achievement and inward worth without resolving it simply.

After the Grail quest, the narrative returns to the secular world of Arthur’s court, but the atmosphere has changed. Earlier bonds of trust are more fragile, and old tensions reappear with greater force. Feuds among noble families, questions of justice, and the management of scandal place increasing pressure on Arthur’s ability to hold the realm together. The story remains rich in combat and ceremony, yet these familiar elements now carry a sense of accumulating strain. Malory shows how a kingdom celebrated for order can be unsettled from within when competing claims of law, affection, and honor no longer align. The Round Table’s greatness is shadowed by its vulnerability.

The later books trace how external campaigns and internal divisions begin to converge, drawing the principal figures into widening conflict. Arthur’s authority is tested not only by enemies abroad but also by fractures among those closest to him. Malory carefully links public catastrophe to earlier patterns of rivalry, secrecy, and wounded pride, suggesting that the fate of the kingdom emerges from choices long in the making. Even as the narrative moves toward large-scale confrontation, it remains concerned with conscience, loyalty, and the cost of revenge. The court’s ceremonies and ideals still command respect, but they can no longer easily contain the forces released within the fellowship itself.

Taken as a whole, Le Morte d'Arthur offers a sweeping account of the creation, splendor, and trial of Arthurian civilization, shaped by the interplay of chivalric aspiration, political order, and spiritual demand. Its complete twenty-one-book design gives room for both grand historical movement and closely observed personal conflict, making the fallibility of its heroes central to its power. Malory’s enduring significance lies in how he synthesizes legend into a meditation on kingship, fellowship, and the limits of worldly greatness. The book remains influential not simply for its famous characters and adventures, but for its sober reflection on how noble ideals are tested by human imperfection.
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    Thomas Malory composed Le Morte d'Arthur in fifteenth-century England, a kingdom shaped by dynastic conflict, shifting military fortunes, and expanding use of English in literature and government. The work was completed, according to its colophon tradition, near the end of the 1460s or beginning of the 1470s, during the Wars of the Roses between the houses of Lancaster and York. England remained formally feudal, with power distributed through the crown, great magnates, shires, and local gentry. Chivalry still carried social prestige, yet its ideals coexisted with private feuds, political insecurity, and repeated challenges to royal authority.

Malory wrote in the late Middle Ages, after more than a century of turmoil had altered English political culture. The Black Death of 1348–49 and later outbreaks had reduced population, reshaped labor relations, and weakened some traditional hierarchies. The Peasants' Revolt of 1381 revealed the volatility of social tensions, even if it was suppressed. Prolonged war with France under Edward III and Henry V had glorified martial valor while imposing heavy fiscal and military demands. By Malory's lifetime, these developments had left a society acutely concerned with legitimacy, service, rank, and the fragility of public order.

The immediate political background was the collapse of stable Lancastrian rule. Henry VI, crowned in infancy, lost most English possessions in France by 1453, the same year he suffered a severe mental breakdown. Rivalries among leading nobles deepened into armed conflict, beginning with the First Battle of St Albans in 1455. Control of the king's person, the succession, and major offices became matters of war. Edward IV of York seized the throne in 1461, was briefly displaced in 1470, and restored in 1471. These reversals made questions of loyalty, kingship, and rebellion especially urgent in Malory's age.

Malory's own biography remains partly uncertain, but the identification most widely accepted by scholars is Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel in Warwickshire, a knight and member of the gentry. Records link him to military service, parliamentary representation, and a series of criminal accusations in the 1450s, including robbery and ambush, though the circumstances are disputed. He spent periods in prison, and the text itself asks readers to pray for him as a prisoner. These facts place the author within the violent, faction-ridden world his book addresses, where noble status and criminality could exist uneasily together.

Le Morte d'Arthur did not invent the Arthurian story but gathered and reshaped a long European tradition. Its principal sources were French prose romances of the Vulgate Cycle and Post-Vulgate Cycle, together with the English alliterative Morte Arthure and the stanzaic Morte Arthur. Geoffrey of Monmouth's twelfth-century Historia Regum Britanniae had earlier made Arthur central to Britain's legendary past, and later writers in France elaborated the Round Table, Lancelot, and the Grail. Malory translated, abridged, and reconfigured these materials into a continuous English prose narrative, giving new prominence to fellowship, warfare, and the moral costs of division.

The language and publication history of the work reflect major changes in English literary culture. By the fifteenth century, English had reasserted itself in administration and elite writing after centuries of strong Anglo-French and Latin dominance. Malory wrote in prose rather than verse, using a style shaped by both French romance and English chronicle habits. In 1485, William Caxton printed the book, making it one of the earliest substantial works of English prose fiction to reach readers through the press. Caxton's edition helped stabilize the text's reputation and linked Arthurian legend to the new technology of print in England.

The institutional ideals behind the book were those of knighthood, lordship, and Christian kingship. Chivalric orders, tournaments, heraldry, and oaths remained central to aristocratic identity, even as gunpowder weapons and contracted armies were changing warfare. The late medieval Church also framed social life through sacraments, feast days, pilgrimage, and penitential discipline. Devotional reform and anxiety about sin informed lay culture, especially after the disruptions of plague and war. In this context, Malory's emphasis on prowess, worship, fellowship, vows, treason, and repentance reflects the ethical vocabulary of his contemporaries rather than an imagined archaic past.

As a historical document of sensibility, Le Morte d'Arthur both preserves and tests the values of late medieval England. It celebrates noble courage, lineage, loyalty, and the aspiration to just rule, yet it repeatedly shows how personal rivalries, vengeance, divided allegiances, and failures of governance can destroy political communities. That tension would have been legible to readers living through contested successions and baronial violence. The book's enduring power lies partly in this dual quality: it offers a grand chivalric past while also exposing the instability beneath aristocratic ideals, thereby reflecting and quietly critiquing the age in which Malory wrote.
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    Thomas Malory was an English writer of the fifteenth century, remembered above all as the author of Le Morte Darthur, one of the most influential retellings of the Arthurian legends in English. He lived during the later Middle Ages, in the turbulent period of the Wars of the Roses, and his work reflects both chivalric ideals and the instability of his age. Although many details of his life remain uncertain, he is widely associated with Warwickshire and with the identity of Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel. His reputation rests on shaping scattered French and English Arthurian materials into a powerful, lasting prose narrative.

The documentary record for Malory is limited, and scholars have had to rely on legal, political, and manuscript evidence to reconstruct his life with caution. He is generally thought to have been born in the early fifteenth century and to have died in 1471. Public records indicate that a Sir Thomas Malory served as a knight and was involved in local and national affairs. Those records also show periods of imprisonment and legal trouble, facts often noted because they form part of the historical backdrop to his writing career. Beyond such evidence, many biographical details, including aspects of his education, remain unknown.

No firm record of Malory’s schooling survives, so his education can only be described in general terms. His writing demonstrates strong familiarity with the conventions of chivalric romance, aristocratic culture, and the religious and moral language of late medieval England. His principal literary influences are publicly documented through the sources he adapted: especially the French Vulgate Cycle, the Post-Vulgate Suite du Merlin, the stanzaic Morte Arthur, and related Arthurian traditions circulating in England and on the Continent. Rather than composing in verse, Malory worked in English prose, bringing together these materials into a more unified account for an English-speaking audience.

Malory’s career as a writer is known almost entirely through the composition of Le Morte Darthur, completed in the later fifteenth century. The work is a large prose compilation and reworking of Arthurian narratives, tracing the rise of King Arthur, the deeds of the Round Table, the quest for the Holy Grail, and the kingdom’s final collapse. Its structure suggests a writer deeply engaged in selecting, condensing, translating, and reshaping existing romances rather than merely copying them. The resulting book has often been valued for its narrative momentum, moral seriousness, and ability to give the Arthurian tradition a distinctively English literary form.

A major milestone in the history of Malory’s work came in 1485, when William Caxton printed Le Morte Darthur. Caxton’s edition was crucial in preserving and disseminating the text, and for centuries it shaped how readers encountered Malory. In modern scholarship, the discovery of the Winchester Manuscript added important evidence for understanding the work’s textual history and organization. Because no other writings can be verifiably attributed to Malory, his literary standing depends on this single surviving masterpiece. Even so, that one book has been sufficient to secure his place among the central figures of medieval English literature.

Critical reception of Malory has long emphasized his distinctive handling of knighthood, loyalty, fellowship, warfare, and spiritual aspiration. Readers have often noted the tension in his work between heroic ideals and the failures of human institutions, a tension especially resonant in the political uncertainties of fifteenth-century England. His prose style, while rooted in translation and compilation, has been praised for its directness, rhythm, and emotional force. Scholars have also stressed that Malory was not simply a transmitter of inherited legend: he was an arranger and interpreter whose choices gave coherence and tragic depth to the Arthurian story in ways that later writers repeatedly drew upon.

In his later years, Malory appears to have continued writing under difficult circumstances, though the exact conditions are not certain in every respect. He died in 1471, before the first printed edition of his great work appeared. His legacy has only grown over time. Le Morte Darthur became a foundational source for later Arthurian literature in English and influenced poets, novelists, dramatists, and artists across many centuries. Today Malory remains relevant not only as a witness to late medieval culture but also as a writer whose account of idealism, conflict, and political fragility continues to speak to modern readers.
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After finishing many histories, contemplative works, and books of example and doctrine, I was often pressed by noble gentlemen of England: why had I not printed the history of the Saint Grail and of King Arthur, chief of the three best Christian men? They named the nine worthy[1]: Hector, Alexander, and Julius Caesar; Joshua, David, and Judas Maccabeus; then Arthur, Charlemagne, and Godfrey of Boulogne, whose life I had already set forth for King Edward IV. They urged me to print Arthur’s deeds, his knights, the Grail, and his end, saying I should choose him before Godfrey or any other.
I answered that some men say there was never such an Arthur, and that his books are feigned, for some chronicles name neither him nor his knights. They replied, one especially, that such doubt was folly and blindness. "Ye may see his sepulchre in Glastonbury;" Policronicon tells where he was buried, found, and translated; Bochas records part of his deeds and fall; Galfridus recounts his life. At Westminster stands the print of his seal; at Dover, Gawaine’s skull and Cradok’s mantle; at Winchester, the Round Table; elsewhere, Launcelot’s sword. In Wales at Camelot remain great stones, ironworks, and royal vaults.
So I could not deny that Arthur was a noble king, one of the nine worthy and first of Christian men. Since many French and Welsh books of him exist, and only some brief English ones, I have undertaken, with all humility, to print these histories from a copy Sir Thomas Malory drew out of French and reduced into English. Here men may find chivalry, courtesy, love, friendship, hardiness, virtue, sin, shame, and renown: "Do after the good and leave the evil." I present this book to all who desire Arthur’s history, divided into twenty-one books and five hundred seven chapters, from Uther to Arthur’s last departing.
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Book I



1. How Uther Pendragon sent for the duke of Cornwall and Igraine his wife, and of their departing suddenly again.



2. How Uther Pendragon made war on the duke of Cornwall, and how by the mean of Merlin he lay by the duchess and gat Arthur.



3. Of the birth of King Arthur and of his nurture.



4. Of the death of King Uther Pendragon.



5. How Arthur was chosen king, and of wonders and marvels of a sword taken out of a stone by the said Arthur.



6. How King Arthur pulled out the sword divers times.



7. How King Arthur was crowned, and how he made officers.



8. How King Arthur held in Wales, at a Pentecost, a great feast, and what kings and lords came to his feast.



9. Of the first war that King Arthur had, and how he won the field.



10. How Merlin counselled King Arthur to send for King Ban and King Bors, and of their counsel taken for the war.



11. Of a great tourney made by King Arthur and the two kings Ban and Bors, and how they went over the sea.



12. How eleven kings gathered a great host against King Arthur.



13. Of a dream of the King with the Hundred Knights.



14. How the eleven kings with their host fought against Arthur and his host, and many great feats of the war.



15. Yet of the same battle.



16. Yet more of the same battle.



17. Yet more of the same battle, and how it was ended by Merlin.



18. How King Arthur, King Ban, and King Bors rescued King Leodegrance, and other incidents.



19. How King Arthur rode to Carlion, and of his dream, and how he saw the questing beast.



20. How King Pellinore took Arthur’s horse and followed the Questing Beast, and how Merlin met with Arthur.



21. How Ulfius impeached Queen Igraine, Arthur’s mother, of treason; and how a knight came and desired to have the death of his master revenged.



22. How Griflet was made knight, and jousted with a knight



23. How twelve knights came from Rome and asked truage for this land of Arthur, and how Arthur fought with a knight.



24. How Merlin saved Arthur’s life, and threw an enchantment on King Pellinore and made him to sleep.



25. How Arthur by the mean of Merlin gat Excalibur his sword of the Lady of the Lake.



26. How tidings came to Arthur that King Rience had overcome eleven kings, and how he desired Arthur’s beard to trim his mantle.



27. How all the children were sent for that were born on May-day, and how Mordred was saved.



Book II



1. Of a damosel which came girt with a sword for to find a man of such virtue to draw it out of the scabbard.



2. How Balin, arrayed like a poor knight, pulled out the sword, which afterward was the cause of his death.



3. How the Lady of the Lake demanded the knight’s head that had won the sword, or the maiden’s head.



4. How Merlin told the adventure of this damosel.



5. How Balin was pursued by Sir Lanceor, knight of Ireland, and how he jousted and slew him.



6. How a damosel, which was love to Lanceor, slew herself for love, and how Balin met with his brother Balan.



7. How a dwarf reproved Balin for the death of Lanceor, and how King Mark of Cornwall found them, and made a tomb over them.



8. How Merlin prophesied that two the best knights of the world should fight there, which were Sir Lancelot and Sir Tristram.



9. How Balin and his brother, by the counsel of Merlin, took King Rience and brought him to King Arthur.



10. How King Arthur had a battle against Nero and King Lot of Orkney, and how King Lot was deceived by Merlin, and how twelve kings were slain.



11. Of the interment of twelve kings, and of the prophecy of Merlin, and how Balin should give the dolorous stroke.



12. How a sorrowful knight came before Arthur, and how Balin fetched him, and how that knight was slain by a knight invisible.



13. How Balin and the damosel met with a knight which was in likewise slain, and how the damosel bled for the custom of a castle.



14. How Balin met with that knight named Garlon at a feast, and there he slew him, to have his blood to heal therewith the son of his host.



15. How Balin fought with King Pellam, and how his sword brake, and how he gat a spear wherewith he smote the dolorous stroke.



16. How Balin was delivered by Merlin, and saved a knight that would have slain himself for love.



17. How that knight slew his love and a knight lying by her, and after, how he slew himself with his own sword, and how Balin rode toward a castle where he lost his life.



18. How Balin met with his brother Balan, and how each of them slew other unknown, till they were wounded to death.



19. How Merlin buried them both in one tomb, and of Balin’s sword.



Book III



1. How King Arthur took a wife, and wedded Guenever, daughter to Leodegrance, King of the Land of Cameliard, with whom he had the Round Table.



2. How the Knights of the Round Table were ordained and their sieges blessed by the Bishop of Canterbury.



3. How a poor man riding upon a lean mare desired King Arthur to make his son knight.



4. How Sir Tor was known for son of King Pellinore, and how Gawaine was made knight.



5. How at feast of the wedding of King Arthur to Guenever, a white hart came into the hall, and thirty couple hounds, and how a brachet pinched the hart which was taken away.



6. How Sir Gawaine rode for to fetch again the hart, and how two brethren fought each against other for the hart.



7. How the hart was chased into a castle and there slain, and how Sir Gawaine slew a lady.



8. How four knights fought against Gawaine and Gaheris, and how they were overcome, and their lives saved at request of four ladies.



9. How Sir Tor rode after the knight with the brachet, and of his adventure by the way.



10. How Sir Tor found the brachet with a lady, and how a knight assailed him for the said brachet.



11. How Sir Tor overcame the knight, and how he lost his head at the request of a lady.



12. How King Pellinore rode after the lady and the knight that led her away, and how a lady desired help of him, and how he fought with two knights for that lady, of whom he slew the one at the first stroke.



13. How King Pellinore gat the lady and brought her to Camelot to the court of King Arthur.



14. How on the way he heard two knights, as he lay by night in a valley, and of their adventures.



15. How when he was come to Camelot he was sworn upon a book to tell the truth of his quest.



Book IV



1. How Merlin was assotted and doted on one of the ladies of the lake, and how he was shut in a rock under a stone and there died.



2. How five kings came into this land to war against King Arthur, and what counsel Arthur had against them.



3. How King Arthur had ado with them and overthrew them, and slew the five kings and made the remnant to flee.



4. How the battle was finished or he came, and how King Arthur founded an abbey where the battle was.



5. How Sir Tor was made knight of the Round Table, and how Bagdemagus was displeased.



6. How King Arthur, King Uriens, and Sir Accolon of Gaul, chased an hart, and of their marvellous adventures.



7. How Arthur took upon him to fight to be delivered out of prison, and also for to deliver twenty knights that were in prison.



8. How Accolon found himself by a well, and he took upon him to do battle against Arthur.



9. Of the battle between King Arthur and Accolon.



10. How King Arthur’s sword that he fought with brake, and how he recovered of Accolon his own sword Excalibur, and overcame his enemy.



11. How Accolon confessed the treason of Morgan le Fay, King Arthur’s sister, and how she would have done slay him.



12. How Arthur accorded the two brethren, and delivered the twenty knights, and how Sir Accolon died.



13. How Morgan would have slain Sir Uriens her husband, and how Sir Uwaine her son saved him.



14. How Queen Morgan le Fay made great sorrow for the death of Accolon, and how she stole away the scabbard from Arthur.



15. How Morgan le Fay saved a knight that should have been drowned, and how King Arthur returned home again.



16. How the Damosel of the Lake saved King Arthur from mantle that should have burnt him.



17. How Sir Gawaine and Sir Uwaine met with twelve fair damosels, and how they complained on Sir Marhaus.



18. How Sir Marhaus jousted with Sir Gawaine and Sir Uwaine, and overthrew them both.



19. How Sir Marhaus, Sir Gawaine, and Sir Uwaine met three damosels, and each of them took one.



20. How a knight and a dwarf strove for a lady.



21. How King Pelleas suffered himself to be taken prisoner because he would have a sight of his lady, and how Sir Gawaine promised him to get to him the love of his lady.



22. How Sir Gawaine came to the Lady Ettard, and how Sir Pelleas found them sleeping.



23. How Sir Pelleas loved no more Ettard by means of the Damosel of the Lake, whom he loved ever after.



24. How Sir Marhaus rode with the damosel, and how he came to the Duke of the South Marches.



25. How Sir Marhaus fought with the duke and his four sons and made them to yield them.



26. How Sir Uwaine rode with the damosel of sixty year of age, and how he gat the prize at tourneying.



27. How Sir Uwaine fought with two knights and overcame them.



28. How at the year’s end all three knights with their three damosels met at the fountain.



Book V



1. How twelve aged ambassadors of Rome came to King Arthur to demand truage for Britain.



2. How the kings and lords promised to King Arthur aid and help against the Romans.



3. How King Arthur held a parliament at York, and how he ordained the realm should be governed in his absence.



4. How King Arthur being shipped and lying in his cabin had a marvellous dream and of the exposition thereof.



5. How a man of the country told to him of a marvellous giant, and how he fought and conquered him.



6. How King Arthur sent Sir Gawaine and other to Lucius, and how they were assailed and escaped with worship.



7. How Lucius sent certain spies in a bushment for to have taken his knights being prisoners, and how they were letted.



8. How a senator told to Lucius of their discomfiture, and also of the great battle between Arthur and Lucius.



9. How Arthur, after he had achieved the battle against the Romans, entered into Almaine, and so into Italy.



10. Of a battle done by Sir Gawaine against a Saracen, which after was yielden and became Christian.



11. How the Saracens came out of a wood for to rescue their beasts, and of a great battle.



12. How Sir Gawaine returned to King Arthur with his prisoners, and how the King won a city, and how he was crowned Emperor.



Book VI



1. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Lionel departed from the court, and how Sir Lionel left him sleeping and was taken.



2. How Sir Ector followed for to seek Sir Launcelot, and how he was taken by Sir Turquine.



3. How four queens found Launcelot sleeping, and how by enchantment he was taken and led into a castle.



4. How Sir Launcelot was delivered by the mean of a damosel.



5. How a knight found Sir Launcelot lying in his leman’s bed, and how Sir Launcelot fought with the knight.



6. How Sir Launcelot was received of King Bagdemagus’ daughter, and how he made his complaint to her father.



7. How Sir Launcelot behaved him in a tournament, and how he met with Sir Turquine leading Sir Gaheris.



8. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Turquine fought together.



9. How Sir Turquine was slain, and how Sir Launcelot bade Sir Gaheris deliver all the prisoners.



10. How Sir Launcelot rode with a damosel and slew a knight that distressed all ladies and also a villain that kept a bridge.



11. How Sir Launcelot slew two giants, and made a castle free.



12. How Sir Launcelot rode disguised in Sir Kay’s harness, and how he smote down a knight.



13. How Sir Launcelot jousted against four knights of the Round Table and overthrew them.



14. How Sir Launcelot followed a brachet into a castle, where he found a dead knight, and how he after was required of a damosel to heal her brother.



15. How Sir Launcelot came into the Chapel Perilous and gat there of a dead corpse a piece of the cloth and a sword.



16. How Sir Launcelot at the request of a lady recovered a falcon, by which he was deceived.



17. How Sir Launcelot overtook a knight which chased his wife to have slain her, and how he said to him.



18. How Sir Launcelot came to King Arthur’s Court, and how there were recounted all his noble feats and acts.



Book VII



1. How Beaumains came to King Arthur’s Court and demanded three petitions of King Arthur.



2. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawaine were wroth because Sir Kay mocked Beaumains, and of a damosel which desired a knight to fight for a lady.



3. How Beaumains desired the battle, and how it was granted to him, and how he desired to be made knight of Sir Launcelot.



4. How Beaumains departed, and how he gat of Sir Kay a spear and a shield, and how he jousted with Sir Launcelot.



5. How Beaumains told to Sir Launcelot his name, and how he was dubbed knight of Sir Launcelot, and after overtook the damosel.



6. How Beaumains fought and slew two knights at a passage.



7. How Beaumains fought with the Knight of the Black Launds, and fought with him till he fell down and died.



8. How the brother of the knight that was slain met with Beaumains, and fought with Beaumains till he was yielden.



9. How the damosel again rebuked Beaumains, and would not suffer him to sit at her table, but called him kitchen boy.



10. How the third brother, called the Red Knight, jousted and fought against Beaumains,and how Beaumains overcame him.



11. How Sir Beaumains suffered great rebukes of the damosel, and he suffered it patiently.



12. How Beaumains fought with Sir Persant of Inde, and made him to be yielden.



13. Of the goodly communication between Sir Persant and Beaumains, and how he told him that his name was Sir Gareth.



14. How the lady that was besieged had word from her sister how she had brought a knight to fight for her, and what battles he had achieved.



15. How the damosel and Beaumains came to the siege; and came to a sycamore tree, and there Beaumains blew a horn, and then the Knight of the Red Launds came to fight with him.



16. How the two knights met together, and of their talking, and how they began their battle.



17. How after long fighting Beaumains overcame the knight and would have slain him, but at the request of the lords he saved his life, and made him to yield him to the lady.



18. How the knight yielded him, and how Beaumains made him to go unto King Arthur’s court, and to cry Sir Launcelot mercy.



19. How Beaumains came to the lady, and when he came to the castle the gates were closed against him, and of the words that the lady said to him.



20. How Sir Beaumains rode after to rescue his dwarf, and came into the castle where he was.



21. How Sir Gareth, otherwise called Beaumains, came to the presence of his lady, and how they took acquaintance, and of their love.



22. How at night came an armed knight, and fought with Sir Gareth, and he, sore hurt in the thigh, smote off the knight’s head.



23. How the said knight came again the next night and was beheaded again, and how at the feast of Pentecost all the knights that Sir Gareth had overcome came and yielded them to King Arthur.



24. How King Arthur pardoned them, and demanded of them where Sir Gareth was.



25. How the Queen of Orkney came to this feast of Pentecost, and Sir Gawaine and his brethren came to ask her blessing.



26. How King Arthur sent for the Lady Lionesse, and how she let cry a tourney at her castle, whereas came many knights.



27. How King Arthur went to the tournament with his knights, and how the lady received him worshipfully, and how the knights encountered.



28. How the knights bare them in the battle.



29. Yet of the said tournament.



30. How Sir Gareth was espied by the heralds, and how he escaped out of the field.



31. How Sir Gareth came to a castle where he was well lodged, and he jousted with a knight and slew him.



32. How Sir Gareth fought with a knight that held within his castle thirty ladies, and how he slew him.



33. How Sir Gareth and Sir Gawaine fought each against other, and how they knew each other by the damosel Linet.



34. How Sir Gareth acknowledged that they loved each other to King Arthur, and of the appointment of their wedding.



35. Of the Great Royalty, and what officers were made at the feast of the wedding, and of the jousts at the feast.



Book VIII



1. How Sir Tristram de Liones was born, and how his mother died at his birth, wherefore she named him Tristram.



2. How the stepmother of Sir Tristram had ordained poison for to have poisoned Sir Tristram.



3. How Sir Tristram was sent into France, and had one to govern him named Gouvernail, and how he learned to harp, hawk, and hunt.



4. How Sir Marhaus came out of Ireland for to ask truage of Cornwall, or else he would fight therefore.



5. How Tristram enterprized the battle to fight for the truage of Cornwall, and how he was made knight.



6. How Sir Tristram arrived into the Island for to furnish the battle with Sir Marhaus.



7. How Sir Tristram fought against Sir Marhaus and achieved his battle, and how Sir Marhaus fled to his ship.



8. How Sir Marhaus after that he was arrived in Ireland died of the stroke that Sir Tristram had given him, and how Tristram was hurt.



9. How Sir Tristram was put to the keeping of La Beale Isoud first for to be healed of his wound.



10. How Sir Tristram won the degree at a tournament in Ireland, and there made Palamides to bear no more harness in a year.



11. How the queen espied that Sir Tristram had slain her brother Sir Marhaus by his sword, and in what jeopardy he was.



12. How Sir Tristram departed from the king and La Beale Isoud out of Ireland for to come into Cornwall.



13. How Sir Tristram and King Mark hurted each other for the love of a knight’s wife.



14. How Sir Tristram lay with the lady, and how her husband fought with Sir Tristram.



15. How Sir Bleoberis demanded the fairest lady in King Mark’s court, whom he took away, and how he was fought with.



16. How Sir Tristram fought with two knights of the Round Table.



17. How Sir Tristram fought with Sir Bleoberis for a lady, and how the lady was put to choice to whom she would go.



18. How the lady forsook Sir Tristram and abode with Sir Bleoberis, and how she desired to go to her husband.



19. How King Mark sent Sir Tristram for La Beale Isoud toward Ireland, and how by fortune he arrived into England.



20. How King Anguish of Ireland was summoned to come to King Arthur’s court for treason.



21. How Sir Tristram rescued a child from a knight, and how Gouvernail told him of King Anguish.



22. How Sir Tristram fought for Sir Anguish and overcame his adversary, and how his adversary would never yield him.



23. How Sir Blamore desired Tristram to slay him, and how Sir Tristram spared him, and how they took appointment.



24. How Sir Tristram demanded La Beale Isoud for King Mark, and how Sir Tristram and Isoud drank the love drink.



25. How Sir Tristram and Isoud were in prison, and how he fought for her beauty, and smote of another lady’s head.



26. How Sir Tristram fought with Sir Breunor, and at the last smote off his head.



27. How Sir Galahad fought with Sir Tristram, and how Sir Tristram yielded him and promised to fellowship with Launcelot.



28. How Sir Launcelot met with Sir Carados bearing away Sir Gawaine, and of the rescue of Sir Gawaine.



29. Of the wedding of King Mark to La Beale Isoud, and of Bragwaine her maid, and of Palamides.



30. How Palamides demanded Queen Isoud, and how Lambegus rode after to rescue her, and of the escape of Isoud.



31. How Sir Tristram rode after Palamides, and how he found him and fought with him, and by the means of Isoud the battle ceased.



32. How Sir Tristram brought Queen Isoud home, and of the debate of King Mark and Sir Tristram.



33. How Sir Lamorak jousted with thirty knights, and Sir Tristram at the request of King Mark smote his horse down.



34. How Sir Lamorak sent an horn to King Mark in despite of Sir Tristram, and how Sir Tristram was driven into a chapel.



35. How Sir Tristram was holpen by his men, and of Queen Isoud which was put in a lazar-cote, and how Tristram was hurt.



36. How Sir Tristram served in war King Howel of Brittany, and slew his adversary in the field.



37. How Sir Suppinabiles told Sir Tristram how he was defamed in the court of King Arthur, and of Sir Lamorak.



38. How Sir Tristram and his wife arrived in Wales, and how he met there with Sir Lamorak.



39. How Sir Tristram fought with Sir Nabon, and overcame him, and made Sir Segwarides lord of the isle.



40. How Sir Lamorak departed from Sir Tristram, and how he met with Sir Frol, and after with Sir Launcelot.



41. How Sir Lamorak slew Sir Frol, and of the courteous fighting with Sir Belliance his brother.



Book IX



1. How a young man came into the court of King Arthur, and how Sir Kay called him in scorn La Cote Male Taile.



2. How a damosel came into the court and desired a knight to take on him an enquest, which La Cote Male Taile emprised.



3. How La Cote Male Taile overthrew Sir Dagonet the king’s fool, and of the rebuke that he had of the damosel.



4. How La Cote Male Taile fought against an hundred knights, and how he escaped by the mean of a lady.



5. How Sir Launcelot came to the court and heard of La Cote Male Taile, and how he followed after him, and how La Cote Male Taile was prisoner.



6. How Sir Launcelot fought with six knights, and after with Sir Brian, and how he delivered the prisoners.



7. How Sir Launcelot met with the damosel named Male disant, and named her the Damosel Bienpensant.



8. How La Cote Male Taile was taken prisoner, and after rescued by Sir Launcelot, and how Sir Launcelot overcame four brethren.



9. How Sir Launcelot made La Cote Male Taile lord of the Castle of Pendragon, and after was made knight of the Round Table.



10. How La Beale Isoud sent letters to Sir Tristram by her maid Bragwaine, and of divers adventures of Sir Tristram.



11. How Sir Tristram met with Sir Lamorak de Galis, and how they fought, and after accorded never to fight together.



12. How Sir Palomides followed the Questing Beast, and smote down Sir Tristram and Sir Lamorak with one spear.



13. How Sir Lamorak met with Sir Meliagaunce, and fought together for the beauty of Dame Guenever.



14. How Sir Meliagaunce told for what cause they fought, and how Sir Lamorak jousted with King Arthur.



15. How Sir Kay met with Sir Tristram, and after of the shame spoken of the knights of Cornwall, and how they jousted.



16. How King Arthur was brought into the Forest Perilous, and how Sir Tristram saved his life.



17. How Sir Tristram came to La Beale Isoud, and how Kehydius began to love Beale Isoud, and of a letter that Tristram found.



18. How Sir Tristram departed from Tintagil, and how he sorrowed and was so long in a forest till he was out of his mind.



19. How Sir Tristram soused Dagonet in a well, and how Palomides sent a damosel to seek Tristram, and how Palomides met with King Mark.



20. How it was noised how Sir Tristram was dead, and how La Beale Isoud would have slain herself.



21. How King Mark found Sir Tristram naked, and made him to be borne home to Tintagil, and how he was there known by a brachet.



22. How King Mark, by the advice of his council, banished Sir Tristram out of Cornwall the term of ten years.



23. How a damosel sought help to help Sir Launcelot against thirty knights, and how Sir Tristram fought with them.



24. How Sir Tristram and Sir Dinadan came to a lodging where they must joust with two knights.



25. How Sir Tristram jousted with Sir Kay and Sir Sagramore le Desirous, and how Sir Gawaine turned Sir Tristram from Morgan le Fay.



26. How Sir Tristram and Sir Gawaine rode to have foughten with the thirty knights, but they durst not come out.



27. How damosel Bragwaine found Tristram sleeping by a well, and how she delivered letters to him from La Beale Isoud.



28. How Sir Tristram had a fall with Sir Palomides, and how Launcelot overthrew two knights.



29. How Sir Launcelot jousted with Palomides and overthrew him, and after he was assailed with twelve knights.



30. How Sir Tristram behaved him the first day of the tournament, and there he had the prize.



31. How Sir Tristram returned against King Arthur’s party because he saw Sir Palomides on that party.



32. How Sir Tristram found Palomides by a well, and brought him with him to his lodging.



33. How Sir Tristram smote down Sir Palomides, and how he jousted with King Arthur, and other feats.



34. How Sir Launcelot hurt Sir Tristram, and how after Sir Tristram smote down Sir Palomides.



35. How the prize of the third day was given to Sir Launcelot, and Sir Launcelot gave it to Sir Tristram.



36. How Palomides came to the castle where Sir Tristram was, and of the quest that Sir Launcelot and ten knights made for Sir Tristram.



37. How Sir Tristram, Sir Palomides, and Sir Dinadan were taken and put in prison.



38. How King Mark was sorry for the good renown of Sir Tristram. Some of King Arthur’s knights jousted with knights of Cornwall.



39. Of the treason of King Mark, and how Sir Gaheris smote him down and Andred his cousin.



40. How after that Sir Tristram, Sir Palomides, and Sir Dinadan had been long in prison they were delivered.



41. How Sir Dinadan rescued a lady from Sir Breuse Saunce Pite, and how Sir Tristram received a shield of Morgan le Fay.



42. How Sir Tristram took with him the shield, and also how he slew the paramour of Morgan le Fay.



43. How Morgan le Fay buried her paramour, and how Sir Tristram praised Sir Launcelot and his kin.



44. How Sir Tristram at a tournament bare the shield that Morgan le Fay delivered to him.



Book X



1. How Sir Tristram jousted, and smote down King Arthur, because he told him not the cause why he bare that shield.



2. How Sir Tristram saved Sir Palomides’ life, and how they promised to fight together within a fortnight.



3. How Sir Tristram sought a strong knight that had smitten him down, and many other knights of the Round Table.



4. How Sir Tristram smote down Sir Sagramore le Desirous and Sir Dodinas le Savage.



5. How Sir Tristram met at the peron with Sir Launcelot, and how they fought together unknown.



6. How Sir Launcelot brought Sir Tristram to the court, and of the great joy that the king and other made for the coming of Sir Tristram.



7. How for the despite of Sir Tristram King Mark came with two knights into England, and how he slew one of the knights.



8. How King Mark came to a fountain where he found Sir Lamorak complaining for the love of King Lot’s wife.



9. How King Mark, Sir Lamorak, and Sir Dinadan came to a castle, and how King Mark was known there.



10. How Sir Berluse met with King Mark, and how Sir Dinadan took his part.



11. How King Mark mocked Sir Dinadan, and how they met with six knights of the Round Table.



12. How the six knights sent Sir Dagonet to joust with King Mark, and how King Mark refused him.



13. How Sir Palomides by adventure met King Mark flying, and how he overthrew Dagonet and other knights.



14. How King Mark and Sir Dinadan heard Sir Palomides making great sorrow and mourning for La Beale Isoud.



15. How King Mark had slain Sir Amant wrongfully tofore King Arthur, and Sir Launcelot fetched King Mark to King Arthur.



16. How Sir Dinadan told Sir Palomides of the battle between Sir Launcelot and Sir Tristam.



17. How Sir Lamorak jousted with divers knights of the castle wherein was Morgan le Fay.



18. How Sir Palomides would have jousted for Sir Lamorak with the knights of the castle.



19. How Sir Lamorak jousted with Sir Palomides, and hurt him grievously.



20. How it was told Sir Launcelot that Dagonet chased King Mark, and how a knight overthrew him and six knights.



21. How King Arthur let do cry a jousts, and how Sir Lamorak came in, and overthrew Sir Gawaine and many other.



22. How King Arthur made King Mark to be accorded with Sir Tristram, and how they departed toward Cornwall.



23. How Sir Percivale was made knight of King Arthur, and how a dumb maid spake, and brought him to the Round Table.



24. How Sir Lamorak visited King Lot’s wife, and how Sir Gaheris slew her which was his own mother.



25. How Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred met with a knight fleeing, and how they both were overthrown, and of Sir Dinadan.



26. How King Arthur, the Queen, and Launcelot received letters out of Cornwall, and of the answer again.



27. How Sir Launcelot was wroth with the letter that he received from King Mark, and of Dinadan which made a lay of King Mark.



28. How Sir Tristram was hurt, and of a war made to King Mark; and of Sir Tristram how he promised to rescue him.



29. How Sir Tristram overcame the battle, and how Elias desired a man to fight body for body.



30. How Sir Elias and Sir Tristram fought together for the truage, and how Sir Tristram slew Elias in the field.



31. How at a great feast that King Mark made an harper came and sang the lay that Dinadan had made.



32. How King Mark slew by treason his brother Boudwin, for good service that he had done to him.



33. How Anglides, Boudwin’s wife, escaped with her young son, Alisander le Orphelin, and came to the Castle of Arundel.



34. How Anglides gave the bloody doublet to Alisander, her son, the same day that he was made knight, and the charge withal.



35. How it was told to King Mark of Sir Alisander, and how he would have slain Sir Sadok for saving his life.



36. How Sir Alisander won the prize at a tournament, and of Morgan le Fay: and how he fought with Sir Malgrin, and slew him.



37. How Queen Morgan le Fay had Alisander in her castle, and how she healed his wounds.



38. How Alisander was delivered from Queen Morgan le Fay by the means of a damosel.



39. How Alisander met with Alice la Beale Pilgrim, and how he jousted with two knights; and after of him and of Sir Mordred.



40. How Sir Galahalt did do cry a jousts in Surluse, and Queen Guenever’s knights should joust against all that would come.



41. How Sir Launcelot fought in the tournament, and how Sir Palomides did arms there for a damosel.



42. How Sir Galahalt and Palomides fought together, and of Sir Dinadan and Sir Galahalt.



43. How Sir Archade appealed Sir Palomides of treason, and how Sir Palomides slew him.



44. Of the third day, and how Sir Palomides jousted with Sir Lamorak, and other things.



45. Of the fourth day, and of many great feats of arms.



46. Of the Fifth day, and how Sir Lamorak behaved him.



47. How Sir Palomides fought with Corsabrin for a lady, and how Palomides slew Corsabrin.



48. Of the sixth day, and what then was done.



49. Of the seventh battle, and how Sir Launcelot, being disguised like a maid, smote down Sir Dinadan.



50. How by treason Sir Tristram was brought to a tournament for to have been slain, and how he was put in prison.



51. How King Mark let do counterfeit letters from the Pope, and how Sir Percivale delivered Sir Tristram out of prison.



52. How Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud came unto England, and how Sir Launcelot brought them to Joyous Gard.



53. How by the counsel of La Beale Isoud Sir Tristram rode armed, and how he met with Sir Palomides.



54. Of Sir Palomides, and how he met with Sir Bleoberis and with Sir Ector, and of Sir Pervivale.



55. How Sir Tristram met with Sir Dinadan, and of their devices, and what he said to Sir Gawaine’s brethren.



56. How Sir Tristram smote down Sir Agravaine and Sir Gaheris, and how Sir Dinadan was sent for by La Beale Isoud.



57. How Sir Dinadan met with Sir Tristram, and with jousting with Sir Palomides, Sir Dinadan knew him.



58. How they approached the Castle Lonazep, and of other devices of the death of Sir Lamorak.



59. How they came to Humber bank, and how they found a ship there, wherein lay the body of King Hermance.



60. How Sir Tristram with his fellowship came and were with an host which after fought with Sir Tristram; and other matters.



61. How Palomides went for to fight with two brethren for the death of King Hermance.



62. The copy of the letter written for to revenge the king’s death, and how Sir Palomides fought for to have the battle.



63. Of the preparation of Sir Palomides and the two brethren that should fight with him.



64. Of the battle between Sir Palomides and the two brethren, and how the two brethren were slain.



65. How Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides met Breuse Saunce Pite, and how Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud went unto Lonazep.



66. How Sir Palomides jousted with Sir Galihodin, and after with Sir Gawaine, and smote them down.



67. How Sir Tristram and his fellowship came into the tournament of Lonazep; and of divers jousts and matters.



68. How Sir Tristram and his fellowship jousted, and of the noble feats that they did in that tourneying.



69. How Sir Tristram was unhorsed and smitten down by Sir Launcelot, and after that Sir Tristram smote down King Arthur.



70. How Sir Tristram changed his harness and it was all red, and how he demeaned him, and how Sir Palomides slew Launcelot’s horse.



71. How Sir Launcelot said to Sir Palomides, and how the prize of that day was given unto Sir Palomides.



72. How Sir Dinadan provoked Sir Tristram to do well.



73. How King Arthur and Sir Lancelot came to see La Beale Isoud, and how Palomides smote down King Arthur.



74. How the second day Palomides forsook Sir Tristram, and went to the contrary part against him.



75. How Sir Tristram departed of the field, and awaked Sir Dinadan, and changed his array into black.



76. How Sir Palomides changed his shield and his armour for to hurt Sir Tristram, and how Sir Launcelot did to Sir Tristram.



77. How Sir Tristram departed with La Beale Isoud, and how Palomides followed and excused him.



78. How King Arthur and Sir Launcelot came unto their pavilions as they sat at supper, and of Sir Palomides.



79. How Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides did the next day, and how King Arthur was unhorsed.



80. How Sir Tristram turned to King Arthur’s side, and how Palomides would not.



81. How Sir Bleoberis and Sir Ector reported to Queen Guenever of the beauty of La Beale Isoud.



82. How Epinogris complained by a well, and how Sir Palomides came and found him, and of their both sorrowing.



83. How Sir Palomides brought Sir Epinogris his lady; and how Sir Palomides and Sir Safere were assailed.



84. How Sir Palomides and Sir Safere conducted Sir Epinogris to his castle, and of other adventures.



85. How Sir Tristram made him ready to rescue Sir Palomides, but Sir Launcelot rescued him or he came.



86. How Sir Tristram and Launcelot, with Palomides, came to joyous Gard; and of Palomides and Sir Tristram.



87. How there was a day set between Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides for to fight, and how Sir Tristram was hurt.



88. How Sir Palomides kept his day to have foughten, but Sir Tristram might not come; and other things.



Book XI



1. How Sir Launcelot rode on his adventure, and how he holp a dolorous lady from her pain, and how that he fought with a dragon.



2. How Sir Launcelot came to Pelles, and of the Sangreal, and of Elaine, King Pelles’ daughter.



3. How Sir Launcelot was displeased when he knew that he had lain by Dame Elaine, and how she was delivered of Galahad.



4. How Sir Bors came to Dame Elaine and saw Galahad, and how he was fed with the Sangreal.



5. How Sir Bors made Sir Pedivere to yield him, and of marvellous adventures that he had, and how he achieved them.



6. How Sir Bors departed; and how Sir Launcelot was rebuked of Queen Guenever, and of his excuse.



7. How Dame Elaine, Galahad’s mother, came in great estate unto Camelot, and how Sir Launcelot behaved him there.



8. How Dame Brisen by enchantment brought Sir Launcelot to Dame Elaine’s bed, and how Queen Guenever rebuked him.



9. How Dame Elaine was commanded by Queen Guenever to avoid the court, and how Sir Launcelot became mad.



10. What sorrow Queen Guenever made for Sir Launcelot, and how he was sought by knights of his kin.



11. How a servant of Sir Aglovale’s was slain, and what vengeance Sir Aglovale and Sir Percivale did therefore.



12. How Sir Pervivale departed secretly from his brother, and how he loosed a knight bound with a chain, and of other doings.



13. How Sir Percivale met with Sir Ector, and how they fought long, and each had almost slain other.



14. How by miracle they were both made whole by the coming of the holy vessel of Sangreal.



Book XII



1. How Sir Launcelot in his madness took a sword and fought with a knight, and leapt in a bed.



2. How Sir Lancelot was carried in an horse litter, and how Sir Launcelot rescued Sir Bliant, his host.



3. How Sir Launcelot fought against a boar and slew him, and how he was hurt, and brought unto an hermitage.



4. How Sir Launcelot was known by Dame Elaine, and was borne into a chamber and after healed by the Sangreal.



5. How Sir Launcelot, after that he was whole and had his mind, he was ashamed, and how that Elaine desired a castle for him.



6. How Sir Launcelot came into the joyous Isle, and there he named himself Le Chevaler Mal Fet.



7. Of a great tourneying in the Joyous Isle, and how Sir Pervivale and Sir Ector came thither, and Sir Percivale fought with him.



8. How each of them knew other, and of their great courtesy, and how his brother Sir Ector came unto him, and of their joy.



9. How Sir Bors and Sir Lionel came to King Brandegore, and how Sir Bors took his son Helin le Blank, and of Sir Launcelot.



10. How Sir Launcelot with Sir Percivale and Sir Ector came to the court, and of the great joy of him.



11. How La Beale Isoud counselled Sir Tristram to go unto the court, to the great feast of Pentecost.



12. How Sir Tristram departed unarmed and met with Sir Palomides, and how they smote each other, and how Sir Palomides forbare him.



13. How that Sir Tristram gat him harness of a knight which was hurt, and how he overthrew Sir Palomides.



14. How Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides fought long together, and after accorded, and how Sir Tristram made him to be christened.



Book XIII



1. How at the vigil of the Feast of Pentecost entered into the hall before King Arthur a damosel, and desired Sir Launcelot for to come and dub a knight, and how he went with her.



2. How the letters were found written in the Siege Perilous and of the marvellous adventure of the sword in a stone.



3. How Sir Gawaine assayed to draw out the sword, and how an old man brought in Galahad.



4. How the old man brought Galahad to the Siege Perilous and set him therein, and how all the knights marvelled.



5. How King Arthur shewed the stone hoving on the water to Galahad, and how he drew out the sword.



6. How King Arthur had all the knights together for to joust in the meadow beside Camelot or they departed.



7. How the queen desired to see Galahad; and how after, all the knights were replenished with the Holy Sangreal, and how they avowed the enquest of the same.



8. How great sorrow was made of the king and the queen and ladies for the departing of the knights, and how they departed.



9. How Galahad gat him a shield, and how they sped that presumed to take down the said shield.



10. How Galahad departed with the shield, and how King Evelake had received the shield of Joseph of Aramathie.



11. How Joseph made a cross on the white shield with his blood, and how Galahad was by a monk brought to a tomb.



12. Of the marvel that Sir Galahad saw and heard in the tomb, and how he made Melias knight.



13. Of the adventure that Melias had, and how Galahad revenged him, and how Melias was carried into an abbey.



14. How Sir Galahad departed, and how he was commanded to go to the Castle of Maidens to destroy the wicked custom.



15. How Sir Galahad fought with the knights of the castle, and destroyed the wicked custom.



16. How Sir Gawaine came to the abbey for to follow Galahad, and how he was shriven to a hermit.



17. How Sir Galahad met with Sir Launcelot and Sir Percivale, and smote them down, and departed from them.



18. How Sir Launcelot, half sleeping and half waking, saw a sick man borne in a litter, and how he was healed with the Sangreal.



19. How a voice spake to Sir Launcelot, and how he found his horse and his helm borne away, and after went afoot.



20. How Sir Launcelot was shriven, and what sorrow he made and of the good ensamples which were shewed him.



Book XIV



1. How Sir Percivale came to a recluse and asked counsel, and how she told him that she was his aunt.



2. How Merlin likened the Round Table to the world, and how the knights that should achieve the Sangreal should be known.



3. How Sir Percivale came into a monastery, where he found King Evelake, which was an old man.



4. How Sir Percivale saw many men of arms bearing a dead knight, and how he fought against them.



5. How a yeoman desired him to get again an horse, and how Sir Percivale’s hackney was slain, and how he gat an horse.



6. Of the great danger that Sir Percivale was in by his horse, and how he saw a serpent and a lion fight.



7. Of the vision that Sir Percivale saw, and how his vision was expounded, and of his lion.



8. How Sir Percivale saw a ship coming to him-ward, and how the lady of the ship told him of her disheritance.



9. How Sir Percivale promised her help, and how he required her of love, and how he was saved from the fiend.



10. How Sir Percivale for penance rove himself through the thigh; and how she was known for the devil.



Book XV



1. How Sir Launcelot came to a chapel, where he found dead, in a white shirt, a man of religion, of an hundred winter old.



2. Of a dead man, how men would have hewn him, and it would not be, and how Sir Launcelot took the hair of the dead man.



3. Of an advision that Sir Launcelot had, and how he told it to an hermit, and desired counsel of him.



4. How the hermit expounded to Sir Launcelot his advision, and told him that Sir Galahad was his son.



5. How Sir Launcelot jousted with many knights, and how he was taken.



6. How Sir Launcelot told his advision to a woman, and how she expounded it to him.



Book XVI



1. How Sir Gawaine was nigh weary of the quest of the Sangreal, and of his marvellous dream.



2. Of the advision of Sir Ector, and how he jousted with Sir Uwaine les Avoutres, his sworn brother.



3. How Sir Gawaine and Sir Ector came to an hermitage to be confessed, and how they told to the hermit their advisions.



4. How the hermit expounded their advision.



5. Of the good counsel that the hermit gave to them.



6. How Sir Bors met with an hermit, and how he was confessed to him, and of his penance enjoined to him.



7. How Sir Bors was lodged with a lady, and how he took upon him for to fight against a champion for her land.



8. Of an advision which Sir Bors had that night, and how he fought and overcame his adversary.



9. How the lady was returned to her lands by the battle of Sir Bors, and of his departing, and how he met Sir Lionel taken and beaten with thorns, and also of a maid which should have been devoured.



10. How Sir Bors left to rescue his brother, and rescued the damosel; and how it was told him that Lionel was dead.



11. How Sir Bors told his dream to a priest, which he had dreamed, and of the counsel that the priest gave to him.



12. How the devil in a woman’s likeness would have had Sir Bors to have lain by her, and how by God’s grace he escaped.



13. Of the holy communication of an Abbot to Sir Bors, and how the Abbot counselled him.



14. How Sir Bors met with his brother Sir Lionel, and how Sir Lionel would have slain Sir Bors.



15. How Sir Colgrevance fought against Sir Lionel for to save Sir Bors, and how the hermit was slain.



16. How Sir Lionel slew Sir Colgrevance, and how after he would have slain Sir Bors.



17. How there came a voice which charged Sir Bors to touch him not, and of a cloud that came between them.



Book XVII



1. How Sir Galahad fought at a tournament, and how he was known of Sir Gawaine and Sir Ector de Maris.



2. How Sir Galahad rode with a damosel, and came to the ship whereas Sir Bors and Sir Percivale were in.



3. How Sir Galahad entered into the ship, and of a fair bed therein, with other marvellous things, and of a sword.



4. Of the marvels of the sword and of the scabbard.



5. How King Pelles was smitten through both thighs because he drew the sword, and other marvellous histories.



6. How Solomon took David’s sword by the counsel of his wife, and of other matters marvellous.



7. A wonderful tale of King Solomon and his wife.



8. How Galahad and his fellows came to a castle, and how they were fought withal, and how they slew their adversaries, and other matters.



9. How the three knights, with Percivale’s sister, came unto the same forest, and of an hart and four lions, and other things.



10. How they were desired of a strange custom, the which they would not obey; wherefore they fought and slew many knights.



11. How Sir Percivale’s sister bled a dish full of blood for to heal a lady, wherefore she died; and how that the body was put in a ship.



12. How Galahad and Percivale found in a castle many tombs of maidens that had bled to death.



13. How Sir Launcelot entered into the ship where Sir Percivale’s sister lay dead, and how he met with Sir Galahad, his son.



14. How a knight brought unto Sir Galahad a horse, and bade him come from his father, Sir Launcelot.



15. How Sir Launcelot was tofore the door of the chamber wherein the Holy Sangreal was.



16. How Sir launcelot had lain four-and-twenty days and as many nights as a dead man, and other divers matters.



17. How Sir Launcelot returned towards Logris, and of other adventures which he saw in the way.



18. How Galahad came to King Mordrains, and of other matters and adventures.



19. How Sir Percivale and Sir Bors met with Sir Galahad, and how they came to the castle of Carbonek, and other matters.



20. How Galahad and his fellows were fed of the Holy Sangreal, and how Our Lord appeared to them, and other things.



21. How Galahad anointed with the blood of the spear the Maimed King, and of other adventures.



22. How they were fed with the Sangreal while they were in prison, and how Galahad was made king.



23. Of the sorrow that Percivale and Bors made when Galahad was dead: and of Percivale how he died, and other matters.



Book XVIII



1. Of the joy King Arthur and the queen had of the achievement of the Sangreal; and how Launcelot fell to his old love again.



2. How the queen commanded Sir Launcelot to avoid the court, and of the sorrow that Launcelot made.



3. How at a dinner that the queen made there was a knight enpoisoned, which Sir Mador laid on the queen.



4. How Sir Mador appeached the queen of treason, and there was no knight would fight for her at the first time.



5. How the queen required Sir Bors to fight for her, and how he granted upon condition; and how he warned Sir Launcelot thereof.



6. How at the day Sir Bors made him ready for to fight for the queen; and when he would fight how another discharged him.



7. How Sir Launcelot fought against Sir Mador for the queen, and how he overcame Sir Mador, and discharged the queen.



8. How the truth was known by the Maiden of the Lake, and of divers other matters.



9. How Sir Launcelot rode to Astolat, and received a sleeve to wear upon his helm at the request of a maid.



10. How the tourney began at Winchester, and what knights were at the jousts; and other things.



11. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavaine entered in the field against them of King Arthur’s court, and how Launcelot was hurt.



12. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Lavaine departed out of the field, and in what jeopardy Launcelot was.



13. How Launcelot was brought to an hermit for to be healed of his wound, and of other matters.



14. How Sir Gawaine was lodged with the lord of Astolat, and there had knowledge that it was Sir Launcelot that bare the red sleeve.



15. Of the sorrow that Sir Bors had for the hurt of Launcelot; and of the anger that the queen had because Launcelot bare the sleeve.



16. How Sir Bors sought Launcelot and found him in the hermitage, and of the lamentation between them.



17. How Sir Launcelot armed him to assay if he might bear arms, and how his wounds brast out again.



18. How Sir Bors returned and told tidings of Sir Launcelot; and of the tourney, and to whom the prize was given.



19. Of the great lamentation of the Fair Maid of Astolat when Launcelot should depart, and how she died for his love.



20. How the corpse of the Maid of Astolat arrived tofore King Arthur, and of the burying, and how Sir Launcelot offered the mass-penny.



21. Of great jousts done all a Christmas, and of a great jousts and tourney ordained by King Arthur, and of Sir Launcelot.



22. How Launcelot after that he was hurt of a gentlewoman came to an hermit, and of other matters.



23. How Sir Launcelot behaved him at the jousts, and other men also.



24. How King Arthur marvelled much of the jousting in the field, and how he rode and found Sir Launcelot.



25. How true love is likened to summer.



Book XIX



1. How Queen Guenever rode a-Maying with certain knights of the Round Table and clad all in green.



2. How Sir Meliagrance took the queen and her knights, which were sore hurt in fighting



3. How Sir Launcelot had word how the queen was taken, and how Sir Meliagrance laid a bushment for Launcelot



4. How Sir Launcelot’s horse was slain, and how Sir Launcelot rode in a cart for to rescue the queen



5. How Sir Meliagrance required forgiveness of the queen, and how she appeased Sir Launcelot; and other matters



6. How Sir Launcelot came in the night to the queen and lay with her, and how Sir Meliagrance appeached the queen of treason



7. How Sir Launcelot answered for the queen, and waged battle against Sir Meliagrance; and how Sir Launcelot was taken in a trap



8. How Sir Launcelot was delivered out of prison by a lady, and took a white courser and came for to keep his day



9. How Sir Launcelot came the same time that Sir Meliagrance abode him in the field and dressed him to battle



10. How Sir Urre came into Arthur’s court for to be healed of his wounds, and how King Arthur would begin to handle him



11. How King Arthur handled Sir Urre, and after him many other knights of the Round Table



12. How Sir Launcelot was commanded by Arthur to handle his wounds, and anon he was all whole, and how they thanked God



13. How there was a party made of an hundred knights against an hundred knights, and of other matters



Book XX



1. How Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred were busy upon Sir Gawaine for to disclose the love between Sir Launcelot and Queen Guenever



2. How Sir Agravaine disclosed their love to King Arthur, and how King Arthur gave them licence to take him



3. How Sir Launcelot was espied in the queen’s chamber, and how Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred came with twelve knights to slay him



4. How Sir Launcelot slew Sir Colgrevance, and armed him in his harness, and after slew Sir Agravaine, and twelve of his fellows



5. How Sir Launcelot came to Sir Bors, and told him how he had sped, and in what adventure he had been, and how he had escaped



6. Of the counsel and advice that was taken by Sir Launcelot and his friends for to save the queen



7. How Sir Mordred rode hastily to the king, to tell him of the affray and death of Sir Agravaine and the other knights



8. How Sir Launcelot and his kinsmen rescued the queen from the fire, and how he slew many knights



9. Of the sorrow and lamentation of King Arthur for the death of his nephews and other good knights, and also for the queen, his wife



10. How King Arthur at the request of Sir Gawaine concluded to make war against Sir Launcelot, and laid siege to his castle called Joyous Gard



11. Of the communication between King Arthur and Sir Launcelot, and how King Arthur reproved him.



12. How the cousins and kinsmen of Sir Launcelot excited him to go out to battle, and how they made them ready



13. How Sir Gawaine jousted and smote down Sir Lionel, and how Sir Launcelot horsed King Arthur



14. How the Pope sent down his bulls to make peace, and how Sir Launcelot brought the queen to King Arthur



15. Of the deliverance of the queen to the king by Sir Launcelot, and what language Sir Gawaine had to Sir Launcelot



16. Of the communication between Sir Gawaine and Sir Launcelot, with much other language



17. How Sir Launcelot departed from the king and from Joyous Gard over seaward, and what knights went with him



18. How Sir Launcelot passed over the sea, and how he made great lords of the knights that went with him



19. How King Arthur and Sir Gawaine made a great host ready to go over sea to make war on Sir Launcelot



20. What message Sir Gawaine sent to Sir Launcelot; and how King Arthur laid siege to Benwick, and other matters



21. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawaine did battle together, and how Sir Gawaine was overthrown and hurt



22. Of the sorrow that King Arthur made for the war, and of another battle where also Sir Gawaine had the worse



Book XXI



1. How Sir Mordred presumed and took on him to be King of England, and would have married the queen, his father’s wife



2. How after that King Arthur had tidings, he returned and came to Dover, where Sir Mordred met him to let his landing; and of the death of Sir Gawaine



3. How after, Sir Gawaine’s ghost appeared to King Arthur, and warned him that he should not fight that day



4. How by misadventure of an adder the battle began, where Mordred was slain, and Arthur hurt to the death



5. How King Arthur commanded to cast his sword Excalibur into the water, and how he was delivered to ladies in a barge



6. How Sir Bedivere found him on the morrow dead in an hermitage, and how he abode there with the hermit



7. Of the opinion of some men of the death of King Arthur; and how Queen Guenever made her a nun in Almesbury



8. How when Sir Lancelot heard of the death of King Arthur, and of Sir Gawaine, and other matters, he came into England



9. How Sir Launcelot departed to seek the Queen Guenever, and how he found her at Almesbury



10. How Sir Launcelot came to the hermitage where the Archbishop of Canterbury was, and how he took the habit on him



11. How Sir Launcelot went with his seven fellows to Almesbury, and found there Queen Guenever dead, whom they brought to Glastonbury



12. How Sir Launcelot began to sicken, and after died, whose body was borne to Joyous Gard for to be buried



13. How Sir Ector found Sir Launcelot his brother dead, and how Constantine reigned next after Arthur; and of the end of this book



Book I


Table of Contents



1. How Uther Pendragon sent for the duke of Cornwall and Igraine his wife, and of their departing suddenly again.
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In Uther Pendragon[2]’s day, he summoned the Duke of Tintagil[3] and his wife Igraine[4], and peace was made. Uther loved her fiercely and would have lain with her, but she refused and told her husband, "I suppose we were sent for so I should be dishonored; therefore let us depart suddenly and ride all night to our own castle[5]." They slipped away unseen. Enraged, Uther summoned them; they refused. He sent word: "Within forty days[6] I will fetch you from your strongest castle." The duke fortified Tintagil and Terrabil, placed Igraine in Tintagil, himself in Terrabil; Uther besieged Terrabil[7], fell sick for anger and love, and Merlin promised help.
2. How Uther Pendragon made war on the duke of Cornwall, and how by the mean of Merlin he lay by the duchess and gat Arthur.
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Ulfius found Merlin and brought him to Uther. Merlin said, "I know all your heart; swear to grant my wish, and you shall have yours." Uther swore. Merlin said, "The first night you lie with Igraine, the child begotten shall be given to me to raise." Uther agreed. Merlin disguised Uther as the duke, Ulfius and himself as the duke’s knights, and sent them to Tintagil; that same night the duke rode from Terrabil and was slain before Uther reached the castle. Uther lay with Igraine and begot Arthur. Later, learning the duke had died first, Igraine grieved in silence. The barons made peace, and Uther quickly married her; Lot wed Margawse, Nentres wed Elaine, and Morgan was schooled in a nunnery before marrying Uriens.
3. Of the birth of King Arthur and of his nurture.

Table of Contents


As Igraine’s belly swelled, Uther asked, "By the faith you owe me, whose child is this?" Ashamed, she hesitated. He said, "Do not fear; tell me truly, and I shall love you the better." She answered, "The night my lord died, a man came to Tintagil in his likeness, with two knights like his own, and I lay with him as with my lord; that night this child was begotten." Uther said, "It was I, by Merlin’s counsel." She rejoiced. Merlin then told Uther to place the child with Sir Ector. When Arthur was born, Merlin took him, had him christened, and Sir Ector’s wife nursed him.
4. Of the death of King Uther Pendragon.
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Within two years Uther fell into a great sickness, and while he lay weak his enemies rose and struck his men hard, killing many. Merlin said, “Ye may not lie so; ye must to the field, though ye ride in a horse-litter, for never shall ye have the better unless your person be there.” So they bore him out with a great host, and at St. Albans met the northern army. Sir Ulfius and Sir Brastias fought mightily; Uther’s men won and drove the rest to flight. Back in London the king rejoiced, then fell speechless three days. Merlin asked, “Sir, shall your son Arthur be king after your days?” Uther said, “I give him God’s blessing and mine, and bid him pray for my soul, and righteously and worshipfully claim the crown, upon forfeiture of my blessing.” Then he died, was buried as a king, and Igraine and all the barons greatly mourned.
5. How Arthur was chosen king, and of wonders and marvels of a sword taken out of a stone by the said Arthur.
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The realm stood in peril, with many great lords hoping to be king. Merlin urged the Archbishop of Canterbury[8] to summon all the lords and men-at-arms to London by Christmas, that God might show who was rightful king. They prayed in the great church all morning, and after matins and first mass a marvel appeared in the churchyard: a square stone, a steel anvil upon it, and a bare sword driven through, with golden words: “Whoso pulleth out this sword of this stone and anvil, is rightwise king born of all England.” None could move it. “He is not here,” said the Archbishop, “but God will make him known.
On New Year’s Day there were jousts and a tournament to keep lords and commons together. Sir Ector rode there with Sir Kay, newly made knight, and young Arthur. Kay had left his sword behind and said Arthur should fetch it. Arthur found the house empty and said, “I will ride to the churchyard, and take the sword with me that sticketh in the stone, for my brother Sir Kay shall not be without a sword this day.” He went alone, pulled it free easily, and brought it to Kay. Kay cried to Ector, “Sir, lo here is the sword of the stone, wherefore I must be king.” But under oath he admitted Arthur had brought it. “Ye must be king,” said Ector. Arthur asked, “Wherefore I?” Ector answered God had willed it, and when Arthur set the sword back, Ector failed to draw it.
6. How King Arthur pulled out the sword divers times.

Table of Contents


Sir Ector told Kay, “Now assay,” but though Kay strained with all his might, the sword would not come. Arthur said, “I will well,” and drew it easily. Then Ector and Kay knelt. “Alas, my own dear father and brother, why kneel ye to me?” Arthur cried. Ector answered, “I was never your father,” and told how he had raised him by command and Merlin’s charge. Arthur wept, promised gratitude, and granted Ector’s plea that Kay be seneschal always. Before the Archbishop and gathered barons, only Arthur could draw the sword at Twelfth-day, Candlemas, and Easter, despite their wrath and delays, until Pentecost, when trusted knights guarded him constantly.
7. How King Arthur was crowned, and how he made officers.
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At Pentecost, all who dared tried the sword, but only Arthur drew it before lords and commons. The people cried, "We will have Arthur for our king; we will delay him no more, for we plainly see it is God’s will, and whoever stands against it we will slay him." Rich and poor knelt together, begged Arthur mercy for delaying him so long, and he forgave them. He laid the sword on the altar by the Archbishop, was made knight, and crowned. He swore true justice, restored lands wrongly taken since Uther’s death, then made Kay seneschal, Baudwin constable, Ulfius chamberlain, and Brastias warden of the north.
8. How King Arthur held in Wales, at a Pentecost, a great feast, and what kings and lords came to his feast.
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Arthur held a great Pentecost feast at Carlion in Wales. King Lot came with five hundred knights, Uriens with four hundred, Nentres with seven hundred, the young king of Scotland with six hundred, the King with the Hundred Knights, and Carados with five hundred. Arthur welcomed them and sent rich gifts, but they refused: they wanted no gifts from “a beardless boy” of low blood, and had come to give him “hard swords betwixt the neck and the shoulders.” Arthur withdrew to a strong tower. Merlin came and declared, “He is Uther Pendragon’s true son.” They mocked, yet granted Arthur safe conduct, and Merlin told him, “Fear not… answer them as their king and chieftain.
9. Of the first war that King Arthur had, and how he won the field.
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Arthur came from his tower with double mail under his gown, attended by Canterbury’s archbishop, Sir Baudwin, Sir Kay, and Sir Brastias. Harsh words flew; Arthur answered that he would make the rebel kings bow if he lived. They parted in wrath: “Keep you well,” they warned, and he told his men to watch them closely. Armed again, Arthur heard Merlin tell the kings, “You should stop; you shall not prevail, though you were ten times so many.” Lot scoffed, “Shall we fear a dream-reader?” Merlin vanished, returned to Arthur, and said, “Set on fiercely... draw Excalibur only if you fare the worse.” Arthur attacked, was unhorsed and struck down by Lot, remounted, drew Excalibur blazing like thirty torches, drove them back, while Carlion’s commons rose with clubs and staves; the kings fled, and Merlin told Arthur not to follow further.
10. How Merlin counselled King Arthur to send for King Ban and King Bors, and of their counsel taken for the war.
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After the feast, Arthur came to London and called his barons to council, for Merlin warned that six kings, now joined by four more kings and a mighty duke, would soon fall on him. The barons said they were stout enough, but Arthur asked them to seek Merlin’s best advice. Merlin said the enemy was too strong unless Arthur found more chivalry beyond his realm. He named two brothers oversea, King Ban of Benwick and King Bors of Gaul, hard pressed by King Claudas, and advised sending letters: help Arthur now, and Arthur would swear to help them against Claudas. All agreed.
Ulfius and Brastias carried the letters across the sea toward Benwick. Eight knights of Claudas tried to seize them, crying, "Ye shall die or be prisoners," but the two messengers overthrew them in three encounters and rode on, leaving every one hurt. At Benwick, Ban and Bors welcomed Arthur’s men warmly, kissed the letters, and promised by word and writing to come in all haste. Ulfius and Brastias returned; Arthur asked when they would arrive, and they said, "Afore All Hallowmass." So he prepared a great feast and jousts. By then Ban and Bors came with three hundred knights, and seven hundred made ready to joust.
11. Of a great tourney made by King Arthur and the two kings Ban and Bors, and how they went over the sea.
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Arthur and Kings Ban and Bors split seven hundred knights into two sides; Griflet first crashed into Ladinas, and both shattered shields and fell as if dead, until Lucas the butler remounted Griflet and fought beside him. Sir Kay burst from ambush with five knights and outdid all that day, though Placidas unhorsed him and Griflet struck Placidas down in wrath. As both sides grew fierce, the three kings stopped the tourney, then awarded Kay, Lucas, and Griflet. In council they sent Merlin with Ban’s ring; he raised fifteen thousand, kept castles guarded, brought ten thousand horse secretly to Bedegraine, and Arthur marched under Merlin’s hidden ordinance.
12. How eleven kings gathered a great host against King Arthur.
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Three kings came swiftly to Bedegraine and found a splendid, well-provisioned company there. The northern host rose to avenge the shame the six kings had suffered at Carlion, and those six drew five more to them. Together they swore never to leave one another in good or ill until Arthur was destroyed. Cambenet promised five thousand horsemen; Brandegoris five thousand; Clariance three thousand; the King of the Hundred Knights four thousand; Lot five thousand; Urience six thousand; Idres, Cradelmas, Agwisance, Nentres, and Carados each five thousand. Their host was fifty thousand mounted men and ten thousand on foot; they rode out, besieged Bedegraine, and advanced on Arthur.
13. Of a dream of the King with the Hundred Knights.
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By Merlin’s counsel, riders went ahead through the land. They found the northern outriders, forced them to tell which road the host was taking, and carried the news to Arthur. Then, by the counsel of King Ban and King Bors, Arthur’s side burned and wasted all the country before the enemy where they must ride. Two nights before the battle, the King with the Hundred Knights dreamed that a great wind blew down castles and towns, and then water came and swept all away. Men took it for a sign of mighty war. At midnight Merlin led Arthur’s force upon the eleven kings in their pavilions, but the watch cried, "Lords! to arms! for your enemies are upon you!".
14. How the eleven kings with their host fought against Arthur and his host, and many great feats of the war.
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Arthur, Ban, and Bors struck so fiercely that pavilions crashed down, yet the eleven kings held a fair field, and by morning ten thousand lay dead. Merlin[9] said, "Now do by my advice: let Ban and Bors with ten thousand lie hidden in the wood before daylight, and stir not till ye have fought long. Then set your battle openly by the passage, that seeing but twenty thousand, they may gladly let you come over." All agreed, and at dawn the northern host took heart. Ulfius and Brastias with three thousand charged the passage, killing right and left, wondrously, till the eleven kings, ashamed, rushed back against them fiercely.
Ulfius lost his horse and fought on foot while Eustace and Clariance pressed him; Brastias felled Eustace, then he and Clariance struck each other down. Kay came hard after them; Griflet and Lucas were unhorsed, but Kay cast down Nentres, rehorsed Griflet, and felled Lot before the King with the Hundred Knights struck Kay down and gave Lot a horse. Griflet rehorsed Kay; the kings rehorsed one another and swore revenge. Ector found Ulfius and Brastias near death. Arthur speared Cradelment down and gave Ulfius his horse; then, enraged, he hewed down the King with the Hundred Knights and his horse. Kay rehorsed Ector; Ector rehorsed Brastias. Brastias and Griflet hacked through Lucas’s assailants, gave him a horse, and cried, "Mount, and revenge thy hurts.
15. Yet of the same battle.
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Lucas saw King Agwisance, who had slain Moris de la Roche, and struck him down with a short great spear; amid the furious fight he found Bloias of Flanders and Sir Gwinas on foot, slew two bachelors, and rehorsed them. Arthur, glad his knights were mounted again, fought like a lion, slew twenty knights, and wounded King Lot sore. Lot cried, "But if ye will do as I devise we shall be slain," and split the kings’ force. Then Ban and Bors burst from ambush. Bors charged; Lot gasped, "O Jesu, defend us... It is King Bors of Gaul," and Carados fell before the Hundred Knights rescued him.
16. Yet more of the same battle.
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King Ban[10] rode into the field like a lion, his green and gold bands flashing. King Lot cried, "Ha! a! We must be discomfited, for yonder I see the most valiant knight of the world... we must needs void or die." Ban crashed so fiercely into the fight that wood and water rang, and Lot wept to see good knights die. Ban drove the broken northern battles together, while the three kings slew on and many fled; yet Lot, the King of the Hundred Knights, and King Morganore rallied their men and held stoutly all day. Then the King of the Hundred Knights struck Ban hard on the helm.
Ban raged after him, hewed away part of his shield, split the steel trapping and the horse in two, and the king leapt clear and transfixed Ban's horse. Ban sprang down, struck him to earth, and also felled Morganore. Arthur found Ban on foot among dead men and horses, fighting like a wood lion; Arthur, drenched in blood and brains, killed a well-mounted knight, brought the horse, and said, "Fair brother, have this horse." Ban answered, "It shall be soon revenged." At last Arthur, Ban, and Bors forced the foe back to a wood and river. Ban and Bors praised the eleven kings; Arthur said, "I may not love them." Then Lot told the kings to cast off the footmen, hold fast together, slay any coward who fled, and they all swore it, reset harness, took fresh spears, and stood still like a clump of wood.
17. Yet more of the same battle, and how it was ended by Merlin.
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Arthur, Ban, and Bors praised their knights’ fierce chivalry. Forty chosen knights, including Ulfius, Brastias, Ector, Kay, Lucas, Griflet, and Colgrevaunce, spurred forward with leveled spears, and the eleven kings charged with part of their host. They crashed together and performed marvels of arms. Arthur, Ban, and Bors hewed through the thickest press till their horses splashed in blood to the fetlocks, yet the enemy still pressed Arthur’s front and at last drove them back over a little river. Then Merlin came on a great black horse and cried, “Thou hast never done! Hast thou not done enough? of three score thousand this day hast thou left alive but fifteen thousand, and it is time to say Ho
Merlin warned that God was wroth, that the eleven kings would not now be overthrown, and that Arthur must withdraw, rest, and reward his knights richly. He swore the kings would not trouble them for three years, for Saracens[11] had landed in their lands and besieged Wandesborow. Arthur agreed, and Ban and Bors freely gave the battle-goods to their men. Merlin visited Bleise, who wrote the battle word by word, then came disguised to Bedegraine in black skins and boots, carrying wild geese. Arthur asked, “Why should I give thee a gift, churl?” and learned him at last. Lionors came to do homage; Arthur loved her and got Borre on her. Then word came that King Rience warred on Leodegrance, and the allied kings made ready to depart for fear of Claudas.
18. How King Arthur, King Ban, and King Bors rescued King Leodegrance, and other incidents.
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Arthur, Ban, and Bors came with twenty thousand into Cameliard within six days, rescued Leodegrance, slew ten thousand of Rience’s men, and drove him off. Leodegrance thanked them, and Arthur first saw Guenever and loved her ever after. When Ban and Bors prepared to return against Claudas, Arthur said, "I will go with you." They answered, "Ye shall not at this time," and promised aid if needed. Merlin said they would not return to war, yet Arthur soon would, and two brothers, Balin and Balan, would one day slay those eleven kings. Meanwhile the eleven kings retreated to Sorhaute, healed their wounds, heard that forty thousand lawless raiders and Saracens were burning the land and besieging Wandesborow, lamented Arthur was now their foe, then garrisoned Nauntes, Windesan, Cornwall, Wales, and Scotland, allied with mighty rulers, drew in Rience and Nero, and for three years armed and victualed themselves to avenge Bedegraine.
19. How King Arthur rode to Carlion, and of his dream, and how he saw the questing beast.
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After Ban and Bors left, Arthur rode to Carlion. There came Lot’s wife of Orkney, richly dressed with her four sons, Gawaine, Gaheris, Agravine, and Gareth, sent to spy the court. Arthur loved her and lay with her, not knowing she was his sister by Igraine, and begot Mordred. After a month she departed. Then Arthur dreamed griffins and serpents wasted the land, wounded him sorely, and at last he slew them. Troubled, he hunted a hart until his horse died. By a fountain he saw the Questing Beast drink, its belly sounding like thirty hounds. A foot knight begged, “Give me your horse; I’ve followed this quest a twelvemonth, and will achieve it or bleed for it.
20. How King Pellinore took Arthur’s horse and followed the Questing Beast, and how Merlin met with Arthur.

Table of Contents


Arthur said, “Sir knight, leave that quest to me, and I’ll follow it another year.” The knight answered, “Ah, fool, it will never be achieved but by me, or my nearest kin,” leapt onto Arthur’s horse, and said, “Gramercy, this horse is mine.” Arthur said he might take it by force, but wished to test who rode better. “Seek me by this well,” the knight said, and rode off. As Arthur brooded, Merlin came as a boy, named Uther and Igraine his parents, then returned as an old man, warned Arthur of the child he had begotten on his sister, rode with him to Carlion, and there Igraine came with Morgan le Fay.
21. How Ulfius impeached Queen Igraine, Arthur’s mother, of treason; and how a knight came and desired to have the death of his master revenged.
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Ulfius stood before the feast and cried for all to hear, “Ye are the falsest lady in the world, and most traitress to the king.” Arthur warned him, but Ulfius cast down his glove: if Igraine had named Arthur’s birth in Uther’s days, the wars had not risen. Igraine answered, “I am a woman and may not fight,” then told how Uther came to Tintagil in her dead lord’s likeness, begot her child, wed her, and gave the babe to Merlin. Merlin took Arthur’s hand: “This is your mother.” Ector confirmed it; they embraced and wept. After eight days’ feasting, a squire brought in a dying knight, begging burial and vengeance for Miles, slain beside a forest well, and young Griflet begged Arthur to make him knight.
22. How Griflet was made knight, and jousted with a knight
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Arthur said Griflet was too young and tender to take so high an order, but Griflet begged, "Sir, make me knight." Merlin warned, "It were great pity to lose Griflet; if he meets yonder knight at the fountain, he is in great peril." Arthur knighted him, then said, "Since I have made you knight, you must give me a gift: after you have jousted at the fountain, whether on foot or horseback, come straight back without more debate." Griflet promised, rode hard to the fountain, struck down the strange shield, and challenged its lord. The knight warned him off; Griflet insisted. They charged, and the knight shattered Griflet's spear, drove his own through shield and left side, and hurled horse and rider down.
23. How twelve knights came from Rome and asked truage for this land of Arthur, and how Arthur fought with a knight.

Table of Contents


Seeing the fallen knight, the other dismounted in sorrow, thinking he had killed him. He unlaced his helm, revived him, lifted him onto his horse with the truncheon, and said, "He has a mighty heart, and if he lives he will prove a passing good knight." Griflet rode to court, where all grieved, yet good leeches healed him. Then twelve aged knights came from the Emperor of Rome and demanded truage[12], or the emperor would destroy Arthur and his land. Arthur said, "Ye are messengers, therefore ye may say what ye will; otherwise ye should die. I owe no truage, but on a fair field with sharp spear or sword.
The messengers left in wrath, and Arthur, angered by Griflet’s hurt, rode out before dawn with horse and armor. He rescued Merlin from three churls; Merlin said, "Thou art nearer thy death than I am." At the fountain Arthur challenged the armed knight to end his custom of forcing all passersby to joust. They shattered spear after spear. Thrown from his horse, Arthur cried, "I will assay thee on foot." The knight dismounted, and they fought fiercely until Arthur’s sword was broken. "Yield thee as overcome and recreant, or die," said the knight. Arthur answered, "I had liefer die than be so shamed," flung Pellinore down, but Pellinore reversed him and raised a blow to strike off his head.
24. How Merlin saved Arthur’s life, and threw an enchantment on King Pellinore and made him to sleep.
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Merlin came up and cried, "Knight, hold thy hand, for if thou slay this knight, thou wilt do this realm the greatest harm ever done to any realm; he is a man of more worth than thou knowest." "Who is he?" said the knight. "It is King Arthur." Then, fearing Arthur’s wrath, the knight lifted his sword to kill him, but Merlin cast an enchantment, and he fell to the earth in deep sleep. Merlin raised Arthur and rode off on the knight’s horse. "Alas, what hast thou done?" said Arthur. "Care not," said Merlin. "He sleeps only. His name is Pellinore.
25. How Arthur by the mean of Merlin gat Excalibur his sword of the Lady of the Lake.
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Arthur healed three days with a hermit, then rode with Merlin and said, "I have no sword." Merlin answered, "Hereby is a sword that shall be yours." At a lake they saw a white-clad arm holding a sword, and the Lady of the Lake promised it if Arthur would grant a gift later. He rowed out, took sword and scabbard, and the hand sank. Seeing Pellinore’s pavilion, Arthur said, "Now will I wage battle with him," but Merlin forbade it and praised Pellinore’s future service. Arthur preferred the sword; Merlin said, "The scabbard is worth ten swords." Pellinore passed unseen, and Carlion rejoiced.
26. How tidings came to Arthur that King Rience had overcome eleven kings, and how he desired Arthur’s beard to trim his mantle.
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A messenger came from King Rience of North Wales, lord of all Ireland and many isles, greeting Arthur with this demand: Rience had beaten eleven kings, and each paid homage by giving his beard, flayed clean, to border a mantle. One place still lacked, so he sent for Arthur’s beard; otherwise he would invade, burn, slay, and not stop till he had Arthur’s head and beard. Arthur said, “This is the vilest message ever sent to a king. My beard is too young for thy border. Tell thy king he shall kneel and do me homage, or lose his head.” The messenger left. Arthur asked who knew Rience. Naram answered, “Sir, I know him well: a mighty man, proud, and likely to make fierce war upon you.” Arthur said, “I shall provide for him soon.
27. How all the children were sent for that were born on May-day, and how Mordred was saved.
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King Arthur sent for every noble child born on May Day, because Merlin had warned him that the one who would destroy him would be born then. On pain of death, the lords obeyed; many sons were gathered, and King Lot’s wife sent Mordred among them. Arthur put them all aboard a ship and cast it out to sea, though some were only four weeks old or younger. By chance the ship drifted to a castle and broke apart, drowning most. Mordred alone was washed ashore, found by a good man, raised to fourteen, and later brought to court. The realm grieved, blamed Merlin, stayed silent from fear and love, and King Rience raged and prepared a great host.

Book II
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1. Of a damosel which came girt with a sword for to find a man of such virtue to draw it out of the scabbard.
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After Uther Pendragon died, Arthur ruled and fought to win all England, for many kings still held England, Wales, Scotland, and Cornwall. In London, a knight brought word that King Rience of North Wales had invaded, burning and killing Arthur’s people. Arthur said, “If this be true, it were great shame unto mine estate but that he were mightily withstood.” He summoned his lords to Camelot for council and jousts. There a damosel from Lile of Avelion came, cast down her mantle, and showed a sword bound to her. She said only a flawless, gentle-born knight could draw it; Arthur and all his barons failed, and she cried, “Alas
2. How Balin, arrayed like a poor knight, pulled out the sword, which afterward was the cause of his death.
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Balin, a poor knight lately freed after killing Arthur’s cousin, quietly watched the trial and begged, "Damosel, let me try as these lords have tried; though I am poorly clothed, my heart tells me I shall do well." She doubted him, but he answered, "Worth and hardiness are not in clothing," and she said, "Ye say sooth; assay." He drew the sword easily. She cried, "Give me the sword again." Balin said, "Nay." She warned, "It shall make you slay your dearest friend and be your destruction." He kept it, departed sorrowing, refused Arthur’s offer to stay, and knights muttered, "By witchcraft.
3. How the Lady of the Lake demanded the knight’s head that had won the sword, or the maiden’s head.
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As Balin prepared to leave, the Lady of the Lake rode into Arthur’s court and claimed the gift he owed her for the sword Excalibur. She asked for the head of the knight who had won it, or the maiden’s head, for Balin had slain her brother and the maiden had caused her father’s death. Arthur refused. Balin, hearing this, cried, "Evil be you found," and struck off her head before the king. Arthur, outraged, banished him. Balin carried the head away, gave it to his squire for his northern friends, vowed to seek King Rience, and Arthur sorrowfully buried the lady richly.
4. How Merlin told the adventure of this damosel.
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There was a proud knight named Lanceor, the king of Ireland’s son, who counted himself among the best at court and bitterly resented Balin for winning the sword and being praised above others for hardiness and prowess. He asked Arthur for leave to ride after Balin and avenge the insult. Arthur said, "Do your best. I am very wroth with Balin; I would he were quit of the despite he hath done to me and my court." Lanceor went to make ready. Then Merlin came, heard of the sword and the Lady of the Lake’s death, and said the damosel was false, for she sought vengeance against her own brother.
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