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  I’m always excited by the endless possibilities presented by an uncut length of beautiful fabric. It’s that sense of it just waiting to be transformed into something unique with some clever cutting and stitching. Whether you’re making a wardrobe update, a project for the home, or a handcrafted gift for family and friends, nothing beats that feeling of creating something from just a few pieces of material.


  This crafty collection features 20 easy projects to help you start sewing, whatever your level of experience. From a summer dress and a pattern-free kimono to a snuggly quilt and his and hers hot water bottle covers, there’s plenty to inspire you for every season.


  Sewing’s one of the crafts I’m still a beginner at, so I’ll be learning along with you. With over 80 techniques explained and demonstrated in these makes, we’ll soon be working those sewing machines like a pro!
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  Cath Dean

  Editor, Mollie Makes
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        These traditional good luck charms make super little presents for a bride and her bridesmaids, and they are an excellent way to practise some all important hand stitches, including backstitch and blanket stitch. But these motifs aren’t strictly weddings only! You could easily use them to create felt toys by scaling up the templates.

      
    

  


  
    MATERIALS


    Felt: dark grey, light grey, baby pink, candy pink, white and pistachio green


    Embroidery or sewing threads in shades to match felt colours


    Small amount of polyester stuffing


    1cm (⅜in) wide satin ribbon in shades to match your felt colours


    Pins and small, sharp scissors


    Sharp embroidery needle


    SIZE


    Cake: 6 x 8cm (2⅜ x 3⅛in)


    Turtle: 7.5 x 9cm (3 x 3½in)


    Cat: 8 x 9.5cm (3⅛ x 3¾in)


    Horseshoe: 8 x 8cm (3⅛ x 3⅛in)


    FEATURED TECHNIQUES


    •Stitching by hand: backstitch [pinserting a basic zip]; blanket stitch [pinserting a basic zip]; French knots [pinserting a basic zip]


    BEFORE YOU BEGIN


    Felt is a great place to start your sewing adventures as the edges of the fabric do not fray when cut. Use a medium-density felt for this project – you could change the colours of the charms to match your wedding colour scheme.


    If you don’t have any polyester stuffing, cotton wool will work just as well.
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        Sewing Story


        It is a tradition to give the bride a token to hold on her wedding day, to wish her well and to bestow her with good luck. Different cultures have different good luck symbols – for example, in China, a turtle represents wealth, longevity and good health – and I’ve included three more designs for you to choose from. Charlie Moorby
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  METHOD


  {01} Cut your backing pieces


  Start by cutting out two identical backing shapes for the base of each of the charms using the templates provided on pinserting a basic zip. The backing shape is the outer outline on each of the templates and these should be cut from a contrasting felt colour so that the appliqué really stands out: candy pink has been used for the cat, dark grey for the turtle, and white for the cake and horseshoe.


  {02} Cut the appliqué pieces


  Using the templates provided (see pinserting a basic zip) and the finished project photograph on pinserting a basic zip to guide you, cut out all the other pieces of felt that you will need to complete each charm appliqué. Use small sharp scissors to cut the intricate pieces as neatly as possible.


  {03} Layer and stitch the details onto the appliqué pieces


  Now begin layering and stitching the small details onto the appliqué pieces, such as the ears, eyes and nose onto the cat’s head, and the belly and heart onto the cat’s body. Use thread to match the felt piece being sewn on, working small backstitches with a sharp embroidery needle. Sew on very small pieces, like the cat’s pupils, with tiny cross stitches.
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  {04} Join the appliqué pieces to a backing shape


  Pin and stitch the appliqué pieces onto one of the backing shapes for your chosen charm. Start stitching around the edge of the appliqué pieces to secure them in place, working your backstitches close to the edge to mirror the outline of the design. Add any additional stitched details such as the small stitch beneath the cat’s nose for the mouth, for example, and the progressively longer stitches at either side of the nose for the whiskers.


  Note


  Small appliqué details, such as the cat’s and turtle’s eyes and the flower centres, are held in place with tiny cross stitches, but you could use French knots if you prefer.


  [image: Illustration]


  {05} Join the front and back


  Once all the stitching on the front piece is complete, pin it to the remaining backing piece, taking care to line up the pieces as neatly as possible. Blanket stitch around the edge of the charm, leaving a gap for stuffing at the top of the design.


  {06} Fill with stuffing


  Gently fill the charm with a little polyester stuffing (or cotton wool) but do not overstuff it, as the stuffing may become visible through the blanket stitch edge.
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  {07} Make the hanging loop


  Make a small hanging loop from a short length of ribbon, slip it into the stuffing gap and stitch the opening closed. For the horseshoe charm, both of the top edges are left open for stuffing, and a longer length of ribbon is inserted into each opening to make a handle for carrying.


  
    
      CHARLIE MOORBY
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    Charlie is a thrifty craft blogger and incurable stitching addict with a penchant for anything handmade. Commissioning Editor by day and crafter by night, you’ll find her collecting buttons and hoarding ribbons on a daily basis. She’s a dab hand with a pencil and loves a spot of cross stitching too. Find her online at www.thesavvycrafter.co.uk.
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  Note


  When joining the front and back pieces at step 5, you could add extra lengths of ribbon to the bottom edge of the charms to add an extra celebratory touch, as seen on the turtle.
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        Become a fabric florist and fill your home with an everlasting array of beautiful buds and blooms made from floral prints. They’ll make a wonderful table centrepiece displayed in vintage cups, or you can pin them to dresses, coats and hats. They are also a great way to explore one of your sewing essentials – fusible webbing.

      
    

  


  
    MATERIALS


    Toning small-print fabrics of your choice


    Sewing threads to match


    Double-sided fusible webbing


    Stiff wire for flower stems


    Decorative craft wire for leaf stems


    Ribbon


    Iron


    Sewing needle


    Pinking shears, dressmaker’s scissors and scissors for cutting wire


    FEATURED TECHNIQUES


    •Cutting fabric on the bias [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Stitching by hand: running stitch [pinserting a basic zip]


    BEFORE YOU BEGIN


    To make the flower for each bloom or bud, you will need two small-print floral fabrics in the same colour tone each approximately 35cm (14in) square, as well as a little green fabric for the leaves.


    Use a decorative craft wire for the leaf stems, such as DMC Color Infusions Memory Thread, which is a soft fibre-wrapped wire that can be couched in place with a co-ordinating sewing thread.


    Cutting on the bias gives the petal shapes a little bit of stretch for a lovely curvy look.
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      JENNY DIXON
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    A craft journalist by trade, Jenny has always loved to make things. She is based in Bath in the UK, where she shares her home with an outrageously large fabric stash. Find her online at: jennysbuttonjar.wordpress.com.

  


  Sewing Story


  I love the vintage style of the fabric flowers I have created, and as far as blooms go, I think the bigger the better. So, to make an even more flamboyant bloom, you could add an extra row of large petals – you’ll need an additional 11 petals for this. Jenny Dixon
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  METHOD: BLOOM


  {01} Prepare your fabric pieces


  Taking two fabrics of your choice, use fusible webbing to fuse them together with wrong sides facing. Use the petal templates (pinserting a basic zip) to cut seven small petals and eight large petals on the bias by placing templates diagonally on the fabric. Cut a 2 x 30cm (¾ x 12in) fabric strip also on the bias. Snip into the centre of each petal as marked with a dotted line on the templates.


  Gently fray the edges of the petals by using a pin to pull some of the threads free. Concentrate on the top edge of the petal, as this will show most. Screw the petal up into a tight ball and roll it between your fingers. Open out, hold the corners and tug. Repeat for all petals and along one long edge of the fabric strip.


  {02} Make the flower centre


  Take the fabric strip and roll one end to give you a tight start, then work outwards, coiling and twisting the fabric as you go, and keep holding it tight so that it can’t uncurl. When you reach the end of the strip, tuck the loose end underneath and secure with a few stitches, adding a few stitches to the back of the coil too, to keep it in place.


  {03} Add the small petals


  Starting with the smaller petals first, overlap the slit fabric at the petal base for a curved shape and stitch to the back of the flower centre. Add the next petal slightly overlapping the first, repeating to add all the small petals.
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  {04} Add the large petals


  Attach the outer row of eight large petals in the same way as the small petals (see step 3).


  {05} Finish the flower


  Use pinking shears to cut a small circle of your chosen fabric and sew it over the back of the flower for strength; fix a safety pin to the fabric circle so that the finished flower can be easily attached to an outfit .


  {06} Make the leaves


  Use pinking shears to cut two large leaves from green fabric; fold in half and press the ‘vein’ lines. Snip into the centre at the base as marked by the dotted line on the template, overlap the cut edges and attach to the flower back.


  METHOD: BUD


  {01} Prepare and cut out the fabric pieces


  Take two fabrics and fuse them together with wrong sides facing using fusible webbing. Cut a 4 x 30cm (1½ x 12in) fabric strip on the bias as well as five small petals (templates, pinserting a basic zip) also on the bias.


  {02} Make the flower centre


  Gather the fabric strip: work small running stitches along one edge and pull tight. Start by rolling the strip tightly, then a little more loosely, until you reach the end; stitch through the base of the coil to secure.


  {03} Add the petals


  Add each of the large petals in turn around the flower centre: keep them close and upright and overlap them as you go. To give a more realistic look, roll the top edge of the petals and crease with your fingernail to hold it in place.


  {04} Make the stem


  Cut a piece of stiff wire for the stem and push it into the base. Cut a 4cm (1½in) fabric circle and make a snip to the centre. Fit the fabric circle around the stem and fold it into a cone shape to fit neatly around the base of the flower, then stitch it in place.


  [image: Illustration]


  [image: Illustration]


  {05} Make the leaf spray


  Use pinking shears to cut three small leaves from bonded fabrics. Take a length of decorative craft wire, double it and then twist it along its length. Stitch the wire to the front of one of the leaves to make a central vein and stem, couching it in place with small straight stitches. Make two more leaf stems, then twist them together to create the spray. Place the spray behind the flower stem; tightly bind stems together with ribbon, stitching the end to fasten.
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        This elegant kimono top is a great way to create a garment without having to get to grips with a pattern, making it ideal for beginner sewers. The simple shape is made by cutting a few rectangles from your chosen fabric and sewing them together with basic straight stitch, then adding a tassel trim to the hem for a touch of chic.

      
    

  


  
    MATERIALS


    150cm (60in) of 140cm (55in) wide fabric and thread to match


    2m (2⅛yd) tassel fringing


    Dressmaker’s scissors


    Tape measure and pins


    Iron


    Sewing machine


    SIZE


    Custom fit to your measurements.


    FEATURED TECHNIQUES


    •Machine-stitching techniques [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Plain straight seam (pinserting a basic zip)


    •Seam finishes [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Machine-stitched hem [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Attaching fringe trims [pinserting a basic zip]


    BEFORE YOU BEGIN


    To make sure your finished kimono hangs well, pick a fabric with good drape, such as viscose or silk. Hannah and Rosie chose a 100 per cent viscose rayon called Triangles from fabric designer See You At Six.


    Pre-wash your fabric to ensure it won’t shrink the first time you wash the finished garment. Press your fabric before beginning the project.


    Use a 1.5cm (⅝in) seam allowance throughout unless otherwise stated, and be sure to finish your seams using your preferred method for your chosen fabric. Hannah and Rosie pinked the seams on their kimono.
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          Sewing Story


          We wanted to design a simple kimono that could be made without a pattern to encourage people to take the first step towards sewing garments. It can be a little scary when you first use a pattern but this kimono uses many of the same techniques that you’d find when working with a printed pattern, so it’s a great way to learn. We love it! Hannah and Rosie
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  METHOD


  {01} Measure and cut the front and back fabric rectangles


  Start by cutting two same-sized rectangles from your fabric to the measurements given below:


  For the width: Measure from shoulder to shoulder and add 15cm (5¾in).


  For the length: Measure from the top of your shoulder to halfway between your hip and knee, and add 3cm (1⅛ in).


  One of the rectangles you have cut will form the back of your kimono. To make the kimono front pieces, find the centre of the second rectangle, measure 5cm (2in) to each side of the centre line and cut away this area away to give you two smaller rectangles.


  {02} Pin and stitch the front pieces to the back


  With right sides together, pin the two front pieces to the back piece at either end of one of the short sides, matching raw edges. These will be your shoulder seams; stitch together. Finish seams and press towards the back.


  {03} Measure and cut the sleeve fabric rectangles


  To create the sleeves of your kimono, cut two same-sized rectangles from your fabric to the measurements given below:


  For the width: Measure from the top of your shoulder to halfway between your shoulder and elbow, and add 3cm (1⅛ in).


  For the length: Measure from the shoulder seam to the bottom edge of the kimono then divide this number by three; now multiply this number by two and add 3cm (1⅛ in).


  {04} Pin and stitch the sleeve pieces to the kimono


  Lay the joined back/fronts right side up; pin the sleeve rectangles to either edge of the kimono body, right sides together (the photo shows one of the sleeve rectangles being laid out along the left-hand side of the body). Match the centre of the long side of the sleeve to the shoulder seam and align the raw edges, then stitch together. Finish seams and press towards the body.


  {05} Pin and stitch the sleeve and side seams


  Fold your kimono at the shoulder seams, right sides together. Line up the raw edges along the underside of the sleeves and down the sides. Pin in place, then stitch together; at the underarm point where the two seams meet, you can slightly curve the seam if you wish. Snip into the seam allowance under the arm to make the fabric lie smoother around the curve (pinserting a basic zip). Press seams open and finish.


  {06} Cut the front/neckband piece


  Cut a strip from your remaining fabric 10cm (4in) wide and at least as long as the whole of the opening at the front of your kimono – it’s best to make it a little longer as it can always be trimmed later. If you need to join two pieces of fabric to give you a long enough strip, be sure to plan for the joining seam to meet at the centre back of the neck, and stitch the pieces together at one short end, with right sides facing.


  {07} Stitch the front/neckband piece to the kimono


  Fold your fabric strip in half lengthwise, wrong sides together, and press. Pin the strip all the way around the front opening of your kimono, with right sides together and matching up raw edges, remembering to position the joining seam (if you have one) at the centre back of the neck. Stitch, then clip into the curves around the neck (pinserting a basic zip).


  [image: Illustration]


  {08} Hem the sleeves


  Fold under the raw edges by 1cm (⅜ in), then again by 2cm (¾in). Press and pin the hem in place, then stitch carefully (these stitches will be seen, so take your time).


  {09} Finish with a tassel trim hem


  Turn up the bottom hem of your kimono by 1cm (⅜ in), then again by 2cm (¾in), and press in place. Position your tassel trim over the pressed hem. Making sure that the tassel tape isn’t poking over the edge of your hem, pin it in place, then stitch the tassel trim and hem together, this time using a zigzag stitch.
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      HANNAH AND ROSIE

      OF THE NEW CRAFT HOUSE
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    Friends since childhood, Hannah and Rosie have always been obsessed with crafting. They set up The New Craft House in 2014 with the aim to encourage as many people as possible to learn new crafts. Their projects and range of craft kits all use traditional techniques in modern and stylish designs. You can find them at www.thenewcrafthouse.com and on instagram @newcrafthouse.
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        This project is a great way to give new life to favourite retro-print fabrics. Using basic machine and hand-sewing techniques, you can create your very own birdie to keep you company as you craft. This chick is made from a vintage cotton fabric with wings of felt in co-ordinating colours.

      
    

  


  
    MATERIALS


    Two pieces of printed fabric 30 x 35cm (12 x 14in)


    One piece of felt 15 x 20cm (6 x 8in) in each of two colours to co-ordinate with the printed fabric


    Stranded cotton (floss) to co-ordinate with the printed fabric and felt colours


    100g (4oz) polyester toy stuffing


    Water-erasable fabric pen


    Scissors


    Iron


    Sewing needle and pins


    Sewing machine


    Knitting needle or other blunt tool


    SIZE


    Approx 28cm (11in) wide by 33cm (13in) high


    FEATURED TECHNIQUES


    •Transferring embroidery designs [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Stitching by hand: running stitch [pinserting a basic zip]; backstitch [pinserting a basic zip]; whipstitch [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Machine-stitching techniques [pinserting a basic zip]


    •Curved seams (pinserting a basic zip)


    •Trimming to neaten seams [pinserting a basic zip]

  


  
    
      CLARE NICOLSON
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    Clare founded her interior textiles and accessories line in 2004. A lover and collector of all things vintage, she has an ever-expanding fabric collection. Clare is always creating, whether for a new collection or just for fun, and she’s never far away from her sewing machine. Find her online at www.clarenicolson.com.
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  METHOD


  {01} Cut out felt and fabric pieces


  Use the templates (pinserting a basic zip) to cut out two bird shapes from your fabric (making sure one is reversed) and six teardrop shapes
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