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      Imagine The Worlds of Magic, New Mexico... A series that brings together outstanding paranormal and science fiction authors to expand a town where witches, aliens, vampires, werewolves, goblins, sorceresses, pirates, time travelers, and paranormal live in harmony - when they aren’t joining forces to defeat the bad guys. A magical town where being abnormal is the norm!

      I’m S.E. Smith, the creator of Magic, New Mexico and I invite you to curl up with each book now and discover all the action, the magic, and the love that makes Magic, New Mexico the ultimate go-to series for Paranormal / Science Fiction Romance readers.

      For all the stories, go to MagicNewMexico.com/books/. Grab your copy today!
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      Eclipse, California

      

      Elle Thomas studied the faces of her friends over the deplorable hand of cards she’d been dealt. She’d have to select the right time to ask the question that had plagued her mind for days. Assuming she had the courage to discover whether or not her happy marriage had been a sham.

      “One heart,” Samantha Harper bid. The cougar shifter had been a regular in their weekly bridge game. Samantha had recently moved to Colorado to be with her true mate. She worked the game into her busy schedule while preparing her house here in California for a renter.

      With Samantha present, she knew her friends would be honest with her. Together, they’d weathered the storm surrounding the cougar’s affair with a much younger wolf shifter.

      Nancy Simpson, the wolf shifter’s mother, bit her lower lip. She always did that when she had a mediocre to terrible hand. After all the years they’d played together, no one informed Nancy of her tell. “One spade,” she muttered with a lack of confidence.

      A joyful squeal from outdoors captured their attention. Nancy’s grandchildren played in the backyard. Elle missed having young children and couldn’t wait to be a grandmother. She figured that wouldn’t happen for several years based on the lack of relationships her twins were involved in. Her youngest son seemed more likely to have children before his elder brother and sister.

      Her attention returned to the cards in her hand. The bid passed to her. She’d either pass or drop the bomb that would end the game. If she didn’t do it now, she never would.

      “I heard a couple of women discussing Jeffrey the other day. They didn’t realize I stood in the aisle next to them at Nancy’s hardware store.” Three pairs of eyes migrated from their cards to her face. “Is it true? Had Jeffrey been returning from a trip to see his mistress when his car ran off the road?”

      It felt like yesterday when the sheriff stopped by to give her the devastating news of her husband’s death. For the last twelve months, she’d been a grieving widow, ignorant of his infidelity.

      Although the ceiling fan rotated, the air around her stilled. The hum of the florescent lighting roared in her head. Life as she knew it would change again. She placed her hand over her mouth, afraid she’d be sick.

      “That’s our understanding.” Samantha had been the first who offered her the truth. She had less to lose since she was leaving for Colorado in three days. They wouldn’t see each other on a continual basis.

      Elle placed her cards on the table, no longer having the stomach to play. Her late husband had been guilty of the worse offense one spouse could do to another and she couldn’t confront him.

      There would be no explanations. No declaration of love and how the woman meant nothing to him. She wouldn’t have the ability to throw him out of the house or with time, forgive him.

      “It no longer—” Nancy began to say, but Elle cut her off.

      “What could you possibly say to me?” Elle snapped at the woman who had let her appearance go. “You finally left that abusive son of a bitch you married. How much weight have you gained feeling sorry for yourself?”

      It wasn’t like her to verbally attack a friend. Her nerves were raw and exposed. Her manicured nails all of a sudden became of great interest to her. She couldn’t look at Nancy’s hurt expression.

      “Let’s take a step back and breathe.” Samantha had chosen a career over mating with the wrong man. She couldn’t understand what either she or Nancy had been through. But she’d allow the beautiful blonde to calm things down between them.

      Her eyes downcast, Elle said, “I’m sorry. I can’t lash out at Jeffrey, so I attacked one of my best friends. Please forgive me, Nancy.”

      She’d always valued family and friends. Her generosity had often been to her own detriment. Her attack on the wolf shifter proved how out of sorts she’d become.

      With Jeffrey’s infidelity verified, she’d move on to the next step in the plan she’d hatched. She couldn’t ignore and live with the truth. It wasn’t as if she had someone waiting for her at home.

      “You’ll have to get a sub for me next week,” Elle informed the group. “I’m going to New Mexico to confront Jeffrey’s mistress.”

      All three women voiced their opposition to her plan. Even the ever quiet Bernice Andrews. The bear shifter had the perfect marriage, but she’d believed the same before the truth about Jeffrey came out.

      “Horse shifters are terrible travelers,” Samantha pointed out. “How are you going to get to the airport?”

      “Uber,” Elle replied.

      In the week since overhearing the discussion about Jeffrey, she’d done nothing but plan. Her actions couldn’t be called impulsive.

      “What about your kids?” Nancy asked.

      “The twins are away at school and Joey’s living in his future mate’s home. My future daughter-in-law became homesick, so I put them on a bus yesterday. Like I said, I’ve thought long and hard about this.”

      It had only been seven days, but it felt like an eternity. She’d barely slept. Her fatigued mind had orchestrated the plan, but she’d never admit it.

      All three women quieted, planning their next individual attacks against what she’d planned. She knew they did it out of love. Their concerns only strengthened her resolve.

      For the next thirty minutes, a barrage of questions were hurled at her. There were a couple she didn’t have answers for, but she would before she left. The sounding board her friends represented turned out to be exactly what she needed.

      “Where in New Mexico does the woman live?” Samantha had transitioned to obtaining facts, no longer presenting a frontal assault.

      She lifted her chin and answered, “Magic.”

      Through Samantha’s association with a cat shifter organization, they all knew about Magic. A jaguar pack lived in the town, along with a variety of other supernatural beings.

      “It’s in the desert,” Nancy pointed out. “Where are you going to graze?”

      Elle shrugged. “I think I can make it a week without shifting.”

      Her horse loved the mountains. She knew every meadow in the area. Horses, unlike other shifters, weren’t threatened when spotted by human visitors.

      Bernice sighed. “We’re not going to talk you out of this, are we?”

      “Not this time,” she admitted. “This is something I have to do.”

      “I’m coming with you,” Nancy announced. “The kids can handle the hardware store without me. Besides, I’ve always wanted to see Magic, New Mexico.”

      The last thing she wanted was one of her friends second guessing every decision she’d make once she reached New Mexico. She needed to do this on her own. How else would she regain her self-respect? The look on the gossiping women’s faces when she stepped into their aisle haunted her.

      Jeffrey’s actions made her a victim. By making this trip, she’d reclaim a little of what she’d lost.

      “You’ll have to go sightseeing another time, Nancy,” Elle responded. “This is one trip I have to make on my own. It represents a new beginning for me.”

      Bernice rubbed her hands together. “Maybe you’ll meet a man.” Elle and her other two friends groaned in unison. “I’m just saying, it’s been a year since Jeffrey’s death and he wasn’t the saint everyone believed him to be.”

      No, he wasn’t. Her memories of Jeffrey had altered over the last week. Everything he did or said now became suspect in her mind.

      It didn’t surprise her Bernice had been the one who started the discussion about a new relationship. Why did married women believe a single woman’s life had to be incomplete without a man? She’d transitioned from being a widow to a single woman in a week’s duration.

      “The last thing I need or want is a man in my life,” Elle said.

      In all likelihood, she’d never trust another man. She doubted a trip to the desert to confront her husband’s mistress would change that. Even in Magic, New Mexico.
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