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The promise of the Father was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In Joel’s prophecy, he said the prophetic revelation, dreams, and visions would be the outward demonstration of Spirit’s coming. Therefore, prophetic revelation and ministry is a permanent feature of the New Testament Church. The Prophetic Studies Series was designed to inform and encourage the believer in prophetic manifestations and demonstrations in the Church. It is our prayer that believers will acknowledge, accept, and appreciate the prophetic ministry today.

In this publication:

Controversy over the gifts and ministries of the Spirit has abounded for centuries. Various scholars have taught that there was a cessation of the gifts. More specifically, they affirm that the gifts of the Spirit as listed in I Corinthians 12 are no longer in operation nor valid. 

However, in recent years, a resurgence of the operation and demonstration of the gifts has occurred. Traditional and Non-traditional churches, alike, have experienced the visitation of God through the Holy Spirit. 

Since the emergence and acceptance of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, various authors have written concerning this phenomenon. In spite of this, many in the Church, presently, do not understand the functions and operations of the gifts. One gift among these that cause great controversy is the gift of prophecy. Even in organizations and denominations that consider the gifts valid today, comprehension is oftentimes elementary.

Where there is no clear understanding, individuals become vulnerable to deception and error. Since the gift of prophecy is an awesome gift, there are individuals in the Church who desire to have this gift. 

There are men and women who know they do not have this gift, yet they pursue it. They lust after the respect that men have for those who possess this gift. This has produced erroneous prophetic ministry in the Church. Many lives have been negatively influenced. Misery was a product of these mishaps in ministry.

The focus of this book is to bring clarity to the gift of prophecy, prophetic operations, and to the pitfalls associated with prophetic ministry. This information will help individuals to rediscover the purpose of the prophetic gift in the Church. It is our hope that believers will develop a greater respect and appreciation for the inspiration, revelation, and power of the Holy Spirit in the Body of Christ.
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The Prophetic Gift

“Thus saith the Lord.” This is an expression that some believers cannot wait to hear and an expression that some despise. In spite of these feelings, God has placed this gift in the body of Christ. It is not only reserved for those who are prophets, but for any believer whom the Spirit will use. It is a widely publicized gift, but many are still confused about its use, function, and purpose. 

The Greek word for ‘to prophesy’ is ‘propheteuo.’ It means to foretell events and speak under divine inspiration. This means that the source of prophecy is God. No one can prophesy except the Lord gives the revelation. Prophetic ministry is interwoven throughout the Old Testament. 

There are different Hebrew words used to describe prophecy. Two prevalent words are ‘Raba’ and ‘Nataf.’ Each describes a different aspect of prophecy. Raba means to pour forth or spurt. This speaks of the oftentimes spontaneous method in which prophecy is received and administered. Numerous accounts tell of the prophetic spirit coming suddenly on individuals to deliver God’s message. Nataf means to drop or rain heavily. This speaks of the source of the prophecy. This demonstrates that the prophetic word comes from God above, like the rain does from the sky.

The Gift of Prophecy

In its simplest form to prophesy means to speak for God under divine inspiration. When someone gives a word of prophecy, it must be a “now” word; meaning, the word should be coming fresh from God. Some things that we call prophecy are really the word of knowledge or the word of wisdom in operation. 

Prophecy can be predictive, but this is not its main function. Prophecy is designed to help the believer know what is the mind and heart of God. Prophecy serves as a testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ being in the midst of His people (Revelation 19:10).

Paul instructed the believers to covet the best gifts, especially prophecy. Prophecy is a direct word from the Lord. It does not come from intuition, feelings, or thought. It comes from the Spirit of the Lord. Whether through a prophet or layman, prophecy always comes with a purpose. In the most basic terms, prophecy comes with edification, exhortation, and comfort.

But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification, exhortation, and consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. (I Corinthians 14:3-4 NASV)

Edify means to erect, build, or construct. When a word of prophecy is spoken, it should help to build up or strengthen believers in their walk with the Lord. Exhort means to encourage or provoke an action. Many associate exhortation with encouragement only. 

Though this is true, but there is another side to exhortation. Sometimes, exhortation is given that the people of God may repent and change their ways. The prophetic message may contain elements of rebuke through exhortation.

Comfort means to succor, help, or soothe. Oftentimes, the word of prophecy comes with a demonstration of the love and care of God for His people. This causes believers to be comforted in their trials, tests, and struggles. Whenever a word of prophecy is given, it should accomplish at least one of these three.

The Prophetic Anointing

There are individuals in the Church who are not prophets, but there is a definite prophetic touch on their lives and ministries. These individuals are said to possess a prophetic anointing. How does this differ from someone who has the gift of prophecy? In simple terms, the person who has the gift of prophecy will prophesy on occasion. However, an individual with a prophetic anointing will prophesy frequently as they minister to the Body of Christ.

Possessing a prophetic anointing does not place one in the office of the prophet, but it does make them one of the sons (or daughters) of the prophets. In the scriptures, the sons of the prophets would prophesy, but not with the same level of influence as those called to the prophetic office such as Jeremiah, Elijah, Ezekiel, Joel, and others.

The prophetic anointing is seen oftentimes in believers who are called to the five-fold ministry. They will operate in their respective offices while exercising prophetic insight and authority. The prophetic anointing adds a depth and dimension to their ministries. In addition, one does not have to be called to a ministry office to possess a prophetic anointing. These individuals are strategically placed in the Body of Christ that all may be partakers of the prophetic ministry. 

Individuals who possess a prophetic anointing will prophesy frequently. They will have dreams and visions consistently. In addition, they will be able to recognize and discern the word of the Lord for a particular situation. Their prophecies will be of a greater depth, clarity, and frequency than someone who has the gift of prophecy only.

The Prophetic Office

Every believer is a candidate for the gift of prophecy. However, what makes the ministry of the prophet different from other believers who prophesy? The answer to this question is simple. The prophecy of the prophet will provide direction, give insight into purpose, rebuke, correct, and reveal future events in God’s eternal purpose. This is in addition to edification, exhortation, and comfort. When the prophet ministers, the prophecies will be of greater depth, dimension, and clarity.

The prophet’s ministry is foundational. The prophecies of the prophet will often include revelation concerning the will of God for an individual’s life and ministry. Also, the prophetic ministry of the prophet will reveal areas of spiritual weakness; including areas of spiritual warfare. The prophet’s revelation will be of a greater strength even of those who possess a prophetic anointing.

The Spirit of Prophecy

The greatest expression of prophecy is not in the gift of prophecy or in the prophetic anointing. It is in the spirit of prophecy. The scriptures reveal that the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Revelation 19:10)

In the Book of Revelation, the testimony of Jesus was the affirmation of Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and supremacy. The spirit of prophecy represents the Church’s proclamation to the world of Christ. How does this affect the local assembly?

When the spirit of prophecy is manifested in an assembly, any believer present will be able to prophesy even if he/she does not have the gift of prophecy or a prophetic anointing. The spirit of prophecy comes to unify the Church so that the Church represents one voice to any unbelievers that are present. Paul alludes to the spirit of prophecy in his letter to the Corinthians.

But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he  is convinced of all, he is judged of all. (I Corinthians 14:24)

The only time all believers will be able to prophesy at once is when the spirit of prophecy is present. Paul writes that the unbeliever is judged of all. This means that the unbeliever is faced with the reality of God. This is how the spirit of prophecy is Jesus’ testimony. The unbeliever will not be able to deny God’s existence through its manifestation. 

And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and
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