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	Mystery creates wonder and wonder is the basis of man's desire to understand." Neil Armstrong

	Neil Alden Armstrong came into the world on August 5, 1930, in the living room of his maternal grandparents' home in Wapakoneta, Ohio — the very space where his parents had once courted and exchanged their vows. Mrs. Engel sent word to Stephen Koenig Armstrong, who was back home fulfilling his duties as a state auditor, informing him of the arrival: "Papa Stephen. Baby weighs 8 3/4 lb. Viola was very sick from 9:30 P.M. to 12:31 A.M. Dr. had to take it with instruments. But Viola seems to be getting along fine, but she is weak and sore. Baby is very pretty. Don't worry about Viola. If she takes worse we will let you know. Will write more tomorrow. Viola sent her love to you." Stephen wasted no time in making his way to Viola and the newborn Neil, bringing them home to Warren, Ohio. Their stay there, however, would prove brief, as the nature of Stephen's work kept the family perpetually on the move.

	Stephen took great pride in his growing boy and made a habit of bringing him along on various outings, the most memorable of which was a trip to the Cleveland Air Races in 1933. By that point, a little sister named June had arrived, sleeping in the family cradle back home. June and their younger brother Dean, born in 1935, would become Neil's closest companions in childhood, though June would later recall with affectionate humor, "When it was time to plant potatoes out at our grandparents' farm, Neil was nowhere to be found. He'd be in the house, in the corner, reading a book. Also, I don't think all of us were allowed to get [model airplane] glue all over everything! But he was. He never did anything wrong. He was Mr. Goody Two-shoes, if there ever was one. It was just his nature."

	Yet Neil wasn't always the picture of perfect behavior, and he wasn't immune to being led off the straight and narrow — particularly by his father, whose Christian convictions fell well short of Viola's devout standards. A telling example involves the story of Neil's first airplane ride, which most likely took place just before his sixth birthday. Stephen later recalled the occasion: "One time we were headed — at least his mother thought we were headed — for Sunday school, but they had an airplane ride [at the Warren airport] that was cheaper in the morning and then a price that escalated during the day. So we skipped Sunday school and took our first airplane ride. … Those old Ford Trimotors; they really rattled. I was scared to death and Neil enjoyed it."

	It came as no surprise that Neil developed a deep passion for building model aircraft, though he differed from most boys his age in one notable way: he rarely actually flew them. He explained it himself: "I usually hung my models with string from the ceiling of my bedroom. I had put a lot of work in them and didn't want to crash them, so when I flew one of those airplanes it was a rare occasion. My focus was more on the building than the flying." That said, he did occasionally take part in flying competitions, observing, "You couldn't have success with the model that wasn't built well. While I was still in elementary school my intention was to be — or hope was to be — an aircraft designer. I later went into piloting because I thought a good designer ought to know the operational aspects of an airplane. I read a lot of the aviation magazines of the time, Flight and Air Trails and Model Airplane News, anything I could get my hands on."

	After relocating sixteen times over fourteen years, the Armstrong family put down permanent roots in Wapakoneta in 1944, and Neil enrolled at Blume High School, where he distinguished himself academically with a particular gift for the sciences. He simultaneously began taking flying lessons at the nearby Wapakoneta Airfield, which led to a distinction that said everything about his priorities: he earned his pilot's license before he ever obtained his driver's license.

	True to his upbringing, Armstrong also attained the rank of Eagle Scout. According to KotchoSolacoff, a fellow member of Armstrong's troop, the path to that honor included a 20-mile hike. The group set out one morning for the town of Carey, situated the required 10 miles away, but after reaching their destination they settled in for lunch before turning around. The trouble was that Armstrong had a job to get back to, and he began pushing the group to move faster. Even as "fatigue was setting in," Solacoff recalled, "Neil kept pushing us to go faster and faster so he could get to work. We told him to go ahead." Armstrong then launched into an alternating walk-run technique known as "the Boy Scout pace." "By the time we got home, we were not only exhausted but we had painful cramps in our legs." Armstrong, for his part, arrived at work without a minute to spare.

	A relentless overachiever, Armstrong arrived at Purdue University in the fall of 1947, just past his 17th birthday, to pursue a degree in aeronautical engineering. His studies were supported by the Holloway Plan, a piece of legislation designed "to provide for the training of officers for the naval service, and for other purposes," which covered his tuition costs. The arrangement called for two years at Purdue, followed by two years of flight training and one year of active service as a Naval Aviator, before returning to Purdue or a comparable institution to earn his bachelor's degree.

	As things unfolded, Armstrong never joined the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps and took no naval science coursework at all. He threw himself instead into the Aeromodelers Club, describing his involvement later: "I would win a number of events or get second place…[racing a] gasoline-powered 'control-line' models, flown on wires and operated at the center of a circle…. I absorbed a lot of new knowledge and found people, some of them World War II veterans, who had vastly more experience and intuition on how to be successful flying."

	There is a certain irony in the fact that Armstrong — who would go on to achieve the most celebrated feat in the history of aviation — believed he had already been born too late to experience its golden age. He once reflected on this frustration: "By the time I was old enough and became a pilot, things had changed. The great airplanes I had so revered as a boy were disappearing. I had grown up admiring what I perceived to be the chivalry of the World War I pilots — Frank Luke, Eddie Rickenbacker, Manfred von Richthofen, and Billy Bishop. But by World War II, aerial chivalry seemed to have evaporated…. Air warfare was becoming very impersonal. The record-setting flights — …Lindbergh, Earhart, and… — across the oceans, over the poles, and to the corners of Earth, had all been accomplished. And I resented that. All in all, for someone who was immersed in, fascinated by, and dedicated to flight, I was disappointed by the wrinkle in history that had brought me along one generation late. I had missed all the great times and adventures in flight."

	As Armstrong grew older, he followed a path familiar to many young men raised in deeply religious households and began wrestling with his faith. Though he would hold onto a belief in God throughout his life, he gradually moved away from the rigorous Reformed Presbyterian tradition his mother had instilled in him — a departure that caused her ongoing heartache. In 1969, she reflected: "Neil was a pleasure for us to raise in every way, but when he was a senior in high school, and even more in college, he began wondering about the truth of Jesus Christ. I felt sure he was praying less…. As I look back, I can see how the pattern of his life has all dovetailed together. I believe God gave him a mind to use and maybe destined him to the work he has been doing. As a child and as a young man he loved and was completely fascinated by the heavens and God's great creation. It seemed as if the heavens were calling him — so great was his undying interest. He has been fine and good, a scholar, a thinker, and a diligent worker…I've listened to every speech of his very carefully. Though not an eloquent speaker, I feel every word is fine and thoughtful and every one from the heart. His thinking is big and his thoughts are far reaching. He seems to be inspired by God, and speaking his Will. For this I am over and over thankful."

	Whatever uncertainty Armstrong carried about
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