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Can we handle the truth?
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There are few one-liners more memorable than Jack Nicholson's “You can't handle the truth!” from the 1992 military courtroom drama A Few Good Men.

Remember the movie? Well, two stubborn Marines have been accused of murdering a colleague. Following a trial, it emerged they were ordered to do so as part of a Code Red, which refers to hazing  (an activity that humiliates, degrades, abuses, or endangers someone regardless of a person's willingness to participate). Nicholson played the role of Col. Nathan Jessup, who was the one who ordered the Code Red that led to the death of the Marine.

That one-liner has always stuck with me because I often wonder if the church also cannot handle the truth. Why else would the church constantly rebel against God’s Word, His will and truth for at least 1700 years? Partly, it has to do with a lack of yielding and submitting to the Spirit of God, who leads us in all truth. Partly also because of our stubborn nature as human beings, because of our carnality and selfish pride.

Psalm 145 says, “17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious in all His works. 18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth. 19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them. 20 The Lord preserves all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy. 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh shall bless His holy name forever and ever.” If we truly love the Lord, then we shall love His truth and uphold it. If we truly love His truth, we shall prosper, and it shall go well with us.

2 Timothy 4 warns us that people will turn away from the truth. And this is not the truth of man or any denomination, but the truth of God. And such truth bends for no one. It cannot be compromised, manipulated or distorted for one's own gain. Oh yes, we have certainly tried to do so a long time, but God’s truth remains, and if we are not yielded and submitted to it, then we are in rebellion.

In Matthew 27, Pontius Pilate faces Jesus, and we read, “11 Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 12 And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing.” Pilate was facing The Truth and the Word that became flesh! Yet Jesus said nothing to the chief priests and elders because they could not handle such a truth. They were rebellious in nature, and their eyes were spiritually closed to the truth as presented by Jesus.

There is a Scripture in Mark 8 that reads: “27 Now Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He asked His disciples, saying to them, “Who do men say that I am?” 28 So they answered, “John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to Him, “You are the Christ.” This is a question I strongly believe the Lord is asking us all in this day and in this hour. To us and to you, who is He? Because if He is truly our King and Lord, we shall yield to such truth and the truth of His Kingdom. If we, however, rebel against it, how can He be our true Lord?

Sadly, even in some churches, Jesus has been reduced to being a mere historical figure, or to a Santa Claus prototype of delivering gifts, while some religions have reduced Him to be a mere prophet and other esoteric movements have reduced him to merely being a master of knowledge. For this reason, His truth is not regarded as holy, absolute and must be upheld without question.

In Scriptures, we find three powerful encounters between man and God – one at the burning bush, two on the road to Damascus, and three on the island of Patmos. At the bush, Moses encountered the Great I Am, Paul encountered the living Lord, and John encountered the victorious Lamb that returns as the Lion of Judah. All three could say without a doubt who this mighty God is. Who is God to you? A mere friend? A confidant? Do you treat him like a bank manager? Sure, He is our friend, and sure, we may not all have a powerful encounter like Moses, Paul or John did, but God reveals Himself to each and every one of us in a unique way. The encounter may be different, but the purpose remains the same. The purpose is to answer the question posed by Jesus in Mark 8, “But who do you say that I am?” The answer we give will determine if we truly will walk in His truth.

Peter answered and said the Christ, or in some versions, it speaks about the Messiah. Who is this Lord? A mere historical figure? A man with a vision? A prophet? A teacher? A philosopher? It is simple. Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is God Himself. He is our Saviour, Redeemer, Master, the King of kings, Lord of Lords, our Teacher, our Messiah, our Hope, the Way, the Truth, the Lily of the Valley, the Rose of Sharon, the alpha and the omega, the one worthy to open the scrolls, and He is the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world was laid and He is the Lion that returns in all His Glory! 

Is He a mere prophet? A mere teacher? Never, for by His Name all disease, all illness, all things that are dreaded and all things that are vile and unnatural shall bow. He is Jesus! He is the Truth!

If we truly yield to God, then we must allow such truth to transform us. Romans 12 says “1 I beseech] you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” The word “transform” comes from the Greek word metamorphóœ, the root word for metamorphosis, which means “to change radically in inner character, condition, or nature.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines metamorphosis as “a change of physical form, structure, or substance, especially by supernatural means.”

Paul’s use of metamorphóœ in 2 Corinthians 3:18 as well as in Romans 12:2 represents the thorough change in the nature of a Christian’s life as it conforms to God’s will. This change is dependent on God’s mercy (Romans 12:1) and the action of His Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:17).  It is the will of God to transform our lives. God did not choose us because we were good; He chose us because He wanted to transform us into His servants. God often picks people that the world cannot treasure. 

As He changes them, they become His instruments to glorify Him.  He called us because He loves us and has the power to change us into His instruments. That is why it is important for every believer to deliberately take time in God’s presence and yield to His Holy Spirit because this is where the work of transformation begins.

Philippians 2 says “12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure,” and also “1 Peter 2: 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.”

It is time we must really decide if we wish to walk in God’s truth or not. It reminds me of a vision God showed me in 2012. The Lord showed a garbage truck parked in front of a church. There were a whole lot of garbage bags lying on the pavement. I was then taken to the inside of the Church, where there was a multitude of refuse bags packed along the aisled. You see, it is time for His children to once and for all get rid of all ‘rubbish’, therefore all things that bring no glory to God. It is time to once and for all take out the trash. It is time we get rid of every idol, every old way, every devious practice, every sin, every rebellious habit, and every religious intent and seek the Lord above all rubbish.

Everything that exalts not God, which hinders our relationship with Him, that separates us from walking in holiness in Him, which hinders our spiritual growth, which pollutes and corrupts, needs to be thrown out like trash. It is time. Because there is no more time to play with God. He cannot be mocked, toyed with, bargained with, or be deceived. What we reap we shall sow. If we sow the wind, we reap the whirlwind.

It says in “2 Timothy 2: 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also [utensils] of wood and earthenware, and some for honorable and noble [use] and some for menial and ignoble [use]. 21 So whoever cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and unclean, who separates himself from contact with contaminating and corrupting influences] will [then himself] be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable and noble purposes, consecrated and profitable to the Master, fit and ready for any good work. 22 Shun youthful lusts and flee from them, and aim at and pursue righteousness (all that is virtuous and good, right living, conformity to the will of God in thought, word, and deed); [and aim at and pursue] faith, love, [and] peace (harmony and concord with others) in fellowship with all [Christians], who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.”

If a house is full of rubbish, then we will struggle to make room for things pure and clean and holy. If we end up with a house [spiritually referring to us being the temples of God] that is full of rubbish while we are trying to store up God’s treasures, then we end up with a house of noble and ignoble and unclean. This cannot be, for we cannot serve two masters says the Lord.  Either we will love the Lord and hate all things that are deemed ‘rubbish’, or we will cling to the ‘rubbish’ and thus make an enemy of God. Either we hold onto His truth and we get rid of the lies, or we hold onto the lies and trash God’s truth. We need to choose.

James 4 says “4 You [are like] unfaithful wives [having illicit love affairs with the world and breaking your marriage vow to God]! Do you not know that being the world’s friend is being God’s enemy? So whoever chooses to be a friend of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God.” Matthew 6 declares, “24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in).”

It is time to make room for God. It is time to make room by getting rid of our rubbish and our trash. It is time to get rid of the ignoble and unclean. It is time we get to the altar of the Lord and seek Him.  We can no longer hold onto the world and expect God’s Hand to move in our lives. In Luke 2, when Mary was about to give birth to Jesus, all the inns were full so that they had to seek a cave for the night. You see, the inns did not make room for Jesus, and so the Lord says that those who are proud and arrogant and stubborn will never make room for God. Those who are proud and arrogant hold onto the things of this life, and they will not carry the cross and deny themselves. They become like those inns – full of promise – but void of the Presence of God. They reject the truth. Yet those who are humble, like that cave, are those who make room for God and the Presence of God will dwell within them. They will be willing to make room for God and His glory. They will be able to handle the truth.

Paul writes the following in “Philippians 3: 10 [For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death, [in the hope] 11 That if possible I may attain to the [spiritual and moral] resurrection [that lifts me] out from among the dead [even while in the body]. 12 Not that I have now attained [this ideal], or have already been made perfect, but I press on to lay hold of (grasp) and make my own, that for which Christ Jesus (the Messiah) has laid hold of me and made me His own. 13 I do not consider, brethren, that I have captured and made it my own [yet]; but one thing I do [it is my one aspiration]: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ Jesus is calling us upward. 15 So let those [of us] who are spiritually mature and full-grown have this mind and hold these convictions; and if in any respect you have a different attitude of mind, God will make that clear to you also.”

We must have the same mindset as Paul. It is time to press forward, to let go of our old ways once and for all and strive to attain the prize that waits for us. We need to take hold of what God has ordained for us, but we cannot run this race while our lives are cluttered and complicated by the ‘rubbish’ of this world and of the devil.

He also writes in this same passage: “7 But whatever former things I had that might have been gains to me, I have come to consider as [one combined] loss for Christ’s sake. 8 Yes, furthermore, I count everything as loss compared to the possession of the priceless privilege (the overwhelming preciousness, the surpassing worth, and supreme advantage) of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of progressively becoming more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him [of perceiving and recognizing and understanding Him more fully and clearly]. For His sake, I have lost everything and consider it all to be mere rubbish (refuse, dregs), in order that I may win (gain) Christ (the Anointed One).” We must also regard all things of the world and of the devil as mere refuse, in order that I may win (gain) Christ (the Anointed One).

Shall we oblige, or are we holding on to our ways that hinder our walk with God? Will we continue to resist the truth, or shall we handle it by yielding and submitting? Unless we are utterly and fully committed to God, the truth shall offend us, and we will not be able to handle the truth.

We are not called to stand and preach only some of the truth, but the whole truth and nothing but the truth. May we be guided in this truth and be convicted by such passion to seek and uphold God’s Truth all the time.
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Slipping in through the front door
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The Trojan horse deception is well documented. It is said that the Trojan horse was the wooden horse used by the Greeks during the Trojan War to enter the city of Troy and win the war. After a fruitless siege that dragged on for years, the Greeks, at the behest of Odysseus, constructed a huge wooden horse and hid a select force of men inside, including Odysseus himself. 

The Greeks pretended to sail away, and the Trojans pulled the horse into their city as a victory trophy. That night, the Greek force crept out of the horse and opened the gates for the rest of the Greek army, which had sailed back under cover of night. The Greeks entered and destroyed the city of Troy, ending the war. Metaphorically, a "Trojan horse" has come to mean any trick or stratagem that causes a target to invite a foe into a securely protected bastion or place.

And this is exactly what happened with the Church. The enemy knew he could not defeat the Church in the traditional sense, so the devil played a trick. It seduced its way into the church, simply by allowing it to come in through the front door. In the end, because of the actions of so many spiritual leaders and even politicians dating back to Constantine, the devil has been allowed to camp inside the church, just as the Jewish elders were busy with witchcraft in the heart of the tabernacle (Ezekiel 8). The devil remains a sly fox, and the history of the Catholic Church sadly testifies to Christianity that has become a boiling pot of the Gospel, and also worldly elements. This pot of ideas has spilt over to the Protestant churches, and today, throughout the Christian faith, we find a myriad of false teachings, rituals, traditions and cultures.

Yes, the devil simply came in through the front door, for the church was asleep. Some alert watchmen sounded the alarm during the Reformation, but hundreds of years later, sadly, the levels of apostasy and lawlessness are overwhelming in churches. Make no mistake, God has a remnant, which is the true Bride, just as He told Elijah there were 7000 who refused to bow before Baal. The true Bride is the holy priesthood – true followers of Jesus, who is the Way, Truth and Life.

Subsequently, as the devil has slipped in, devious and sly as ever, he has managed to work his ‘magic’ within the ranks of the church. It is said that the best way to hide something is in plain sight. Well, the devil has been operating in the church for a very long time, out in the open! He has corrupted people to corrupt others by distorting the Gospel. And the result? The establishment of a pseudo-religion, which is nothing more than a pejorative for a non-mainstream belief-system or philosophy which is functionally similar to a religious movement. Some pseudo religions are easy to spot, for they look and feel like the real thing, such as Theosophy, corporate Kabbalism, Christian Science, Mormonism and Scientology, but some are very subtle and are well hidden, Such pseudo religions all smack of New Age ideas and some border on being run like a cult and some are a cult without the leader even realising it! 

A quasi-religion is a simple something that appears genuine to the real thing. Pseudo means, within the Christian context, a person who falsely claims to be a Christian, thus a hypocrite. William Booth once said, “The chief danger of the 20th century will be religion without the Holy Spirit, Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation without regeneration, politics without God, and heaven without hell.” How incredibly true. Because a church without the Holy Spirit, without Christ, without preaching repentance or regeneration or hell is a pseudo-religion posing as the real deal. And many churches and ministries pretend they are the real deal, proverbially quacking like a duck and walking like a duck, but if you look closely, they are not a duck.

A pseudo-Christian religion is, therefore, a group of people who follow a leader (group of leaders, organisation) who, while claiming to be Christians and teaching true Christian doctrine, actually distorts and denies fundamental and distinctive doctrines of the Christian faith. Such a counterfeit system is similar to a hybrid, which is an offspring of two animals or plants of different subspecies, breeds, varieties, or species, or it can entail a person whose background is a blend of two diverse cultures or traditions. Since a hybrid is defined as something that is a combination of two different things, a lot of Christian denominations have blended Christianity with New Age ideas and even paganism. 

When you consider such a state of affairs, remember the Scriptures speak out against such a contaminated partnership. Leviticus 19:19 says, “‘You shall keep My statutes. You shall not let your livestock breed with another kind. You shall not sow your field with mixed seed. Nor shall a garment of mixed linen and wool come upon you.” Also, read Deuteronomy 7: 1 when it comes to God’s instructions to Israel not to intermarry (for at the time it caused corruption of their identity and God’s plan and purpose for the people). God is a God of order. Everything has its place and has been set in order. We cannot mess with God’s order. Yet society and churches do it daily, where we separate what needs to be united, and we unite what needs to be separated. For a long time, the world has experimented with God’s order of things, usurping the natural order. Just so, Christianity cannot mix with other ideas, for then it becomes something that is not authentic or genuine.

The compromise by the church to adapt to the world and to appease societies, much similar to the days of Constantine, also reminds us of a symbiotic relationship. Symbiosis is any type of close and long-term ‘biological’ interaction between two different biological organisms, be it mutualistic, commensalistic, or parasitic. You see, Church life is an organism, not an organisation. We are the LIVING stones that form part of the priesthood (1 Peter 2). Yet we have taken the organism to live alongside an organisation. Parasitism is a close relationship between species, where one organism, the parasite, lives on or inside another organism, the host, causing it some harm, and is adapted structurally to this way of life. And this is what has happened with the church! The way of the world and the devil has slipped in through the front door, and for hundreds of years lived inside the organism until, like a parasite, it destroyed the authentic nature of the priesthood for its survival and prosperity.

Consider a hybrid system like Voodoo, which is practised in Haiti and by the black diaspora in the United States, South America and Africa. It is a religion based on ancestral spirits and patron saints. Known as “Vodou” in Haiti, it was born from the blending of Catholicism, Western and Central African spirituality. Despite it being marked by the occult, it is said that almost a third of its influences is Catholic! 

Years ago, the Lord showed me a lion prowling before a tree, and I perceived this tree as the remnant of the Church (the true believers). The lion was prowling to and fro, seeking to devour and to destroy. I understood this was not the Lord but the devil. And then, upon the scene arrived the true Lion of Judah, mighty and fearsomely awesome.  The Lord said the devil is not a lion; he is but like a lion. The Lord then showed that underneath the deception is a jackal, parading as a lion. For the Lord says this jackal has struck fear in our hearts, for we see it as a lion, yet it only pretends to be one. Therefore, there is no need for the true King, the Lion of Judah, to even bother to fight this battle.  

And then, as this massive and most powerful lion comes on the scene, it begins to ROAR. And I saw this false lion cowering and fleeing, tail between his legs, absolutely terrified. I saw demons and followers of Satan on this earth fall in utter fear, screaming. I understood how this roar was deafening, every curse and every demonic chant. It was deafening, the whispers of the demons.

So the Lord said that Jesus prowls the territory where the remnant is planted, yet the enemy tries to encroach upon it. This jackal seeks to steal and destroy the sheep of the Lord, yet the Lion of Judah prowls to and fro.  So the Lord said to look at this jackal that so trembled, this jackal that was deceptively clothed in power and authority. It is a jackal that seeks to only deceive, yet it only hunts in a pack - it is a coward by feeding off the kill of other predators (the world system). Just so, many of the churches appear to be the real thing, but underneath the exterior, something sinister lurks. 

What is the result of such a pseudo-religion that functions as a hybrid or has adopted a parasitic lifestyle of feeding on the living organism? It has simply set up a counterfeit order. And within such a counterfeit order, there cannot be the truth. Remember, John 8:32 makes it clear that the Truth sets you free. Such a pseudo-religion bordering on being a cult, while many times being one, is designed to lead astray, to deceive, and ultimately enslave. After all, if the whole counsel of God is not being preached, taught or upheld, then deception will creep in. And with deception comes lies, spiritual abuse and slavery. Within such a counterfeit order, an atmosphere for destruction is created, and the appetite is not for God but the fruits of the forbidden, the unlawful, the immoral and the impure. Such a counterfeit order fuels the devious signs, wonders and miracles as woven by the devil himself. 

Since a pseudo-Christian religion comprises a group of people, one may wonder how large the group have to be? Well, just two or more individuals are enough to constitute a group. Why does it have to be a group? Because one person does not make a religion (in any significant way), rather, one person who believes or teaches pseudo-Christian doctrine is known as a heretic. If a group of heretics band together, or one heretic gains a following, then that group may be called a pseudo-Christian religion. It is that simple. This is why the Bible also says that where two or three are gathered, there God is present. Such a group is gathered around a leader (group of leaders, organisation). The reason for this is that there is always some kind of structure to every religious movement (even if it is very loosely structured), and there is always someone (or some people) who has designed or established the religious movement. Then, of course, there are the followers, the members, the believers.

With these groups, you will find they claim to be Christian and teach true Christian doctrine, but they distort and deny fundamental and distinctive doctrines of the Christian faith. Again, this is why it is so important to know the Word of God. Such groups/denominations talk, write and often live like Christians; but upon closer examination, it becomes clear that they do not believe like Christians—that is, they do not believe what is taught in the Bible. This is why fundamental and distinctive doctrines remain important. They are doctrines that define the essence of Christianity: those doctrines without which you no longer have Christianity. Some of these foundational and distinctive doctrines would include the doctrine of the Trinity, salvation by grace through faith alone, the deity of Jesus Christ, the personhood of the Holy Spirit, and the authority of the Bible. 

We should recognise that it’s never been more crucial for us as believers to humbly seek God’s face for wisdom, understanding, and insight concerning His path and His plan for us in this hour. We should be able to discern what is real and false, what is common and uncommon and what the truth is and what lies are. We should know the difference between the true order and the counterfeit order. We will continue to witness diabolical spiritual forces wreaking havoc, which highlights with even greater force how crucial it is that we stick with the Bible and hold to the authority of scripture in this late hour. Sadly, so many people remain pawns in the hands of seducing spirits that have been dispatched to lead them astray. And we are talking about what is happening in churches (read 1 Timothy 4:1). Now more than ever, we need to press on with the ever-relevant message of the Gospel and its delivering, life-saving, body-healing and mind-restoring message.

This is why discernment is so critical in this hour. It is definitely worth our time to develop good discernment skills. Discerning true from false religious claims can be difficult at times, and pseudo-Christian religions are legion (often they are called “cults”). To tell a true Christian religion from one that merely claims to be Christian, we have to have some standard by which to discern the difference. That standard for Christians is not political or social or merely psychological (though these elements may be very instructive in our analysis), but biblical and theological standards provide our sure basis for analysis and critique. Therefore, we need to know the Word, study it, and stand upon it. It is our plumb line.

2 Corinthians 11 says, “3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!” And also “13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.”

Galatians 1 issues another dire warning: “6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be [b]accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.”

1 John 4 says, “1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” There is great danger in following false teachers. False teachings, ideas and doctrines also hold great dangers by the power to deceive, to beguile, bewitch and seduce. Just read Matthew 7:15–23 about knowing someone by their fruits. 

The Idiom goes: 'In the land of the blind, the one-eyed man is king'. It means if surrounded by people less capable or able, someone who would not normally be considered special can shine, or even rule! 

So literally speaking, someone who has sight in one eye can see more than someone who is blind. Therefore, he’s the best. He rules. Scriptures have a lot to say about spiritual sight. In John 3, the Lord said to those who are reborn that they will be able to “see” the Kingdom of God (verse 3), therefore, understand and discern the truth. In Matthew 13, Jesus said He speaks in parables to some, “because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand (verse 13). Truth is, there is a lot of spiritual blindness in the churches today; therefore, a lack of understanding, knowing, comprehending or perceiving the truth of God. And those who have just a little more insight or ‘sight’, therefore, the one-eyed kind, can rule and reign.

It is exactly what happened during the Dark Ages up to the Reformation, when the Catholic Church was blinded by greed and worldly powers, yet in its spiritual blindness, it managed to rule and reign over the masses.  They were able to do so because the masses were kept in the dark regarding the truth of the Bible. The priests were only slightly less blind than the followers! The truth only dawned upon many of the ‘blind’ after the Reformation, when Scripture was translated into the language of the people and was printed and distributed in mass. 

Yes, there is great spiritual blindness, but at the same time, so many in the churches are still kept in the dark because of the manipulative nature of the leadership. The one-eyed kings are seducing the masses to believe in lies, and they do so through subtle propaganda and seductions of deception. Churches are filled with all kinds of suggestions of the truth, yet the truth is not to be found. Proverbs 1:20 says, “Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares.” Just so, if you listen closely, the Truth of God is calling aloud from heaven and all corners of this world. Yet so many are not listening, for their ears and hearts have turned away from the Truth of God. Even worse, some cannot hear Truth or Wisdom call, for they do not know the voice of Jesus. After all, John 10 makes it clear that only those who truly know Jesus will know His voice, thus will recognise the call of Truth and Wisdom.

Sadly, because of blindness and deafness, the one-eyed kings rule and reign. At the same time, in our modern age, the masses have no excuse to remain blinded or be fooled. We have greater access to the Bible, and we have complete access to God with the Holy Spirit that was poured out on Pentecost.  

Of course, during the Dark Ages up to the Reformation and even beyond till today, the Catholic Church has continued to try, and deny such access to God by teaching that the priest remains the mediator. So the priest needs to be approached for the remission of sins, for example. Yet the Bible is very clear that Jesus is the last high priest and the mediator between us and God the Father (Hebrews 9:15).  It is because of the great Mediator that we can stand before God clothed in the righteousness of Christ Himself. On the cross, Jesus exchanged our sin for His righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). His mediation is the only means of salvation, not that of a priest of mere flesh and blood.

Years ago, the Lord showed me temples (churches) of gold and silver. I was shown how many "churches" are but temples and monuments of gold and silver, reaching high to the sky, challenging the Lord. I saw these temples were nothing more than pagan temples, and how their doors were like gaping mouths with razor-sharp teeth.  I understood that people have no idea that as they go into these mouths they enter a black void - and these temples simply devour people, maim them, chew them up and then spit them out. I saw how those who stand in front of the pulpit are nothing more than high priests practising divination, serving at the black altar of Moloch and Baal. 

And the Lord asks How dare these people call these temples a house of God, or how dare these people even use the name of Jesus. Those who survive are scarred and bruised and enslaved. The Lord then said woe to those who exploit His name, woe to those who exploit His word, who exploit His Son, the Holy Spirit, who enslave people, who abuse and use the Blood, who uses the name of Jesus yet serve at another altar, who build black altars, who build temples and monuments and call it church and woe to those who feed not His flock but seek to rather destroy them. Shall we heed the urgent call of the Lord in Ezekiel 8 and 20, where the Lord addressed idolatry and spiritual adultery in His Sanctuary? Still today, there are all kinds of immoral, deceitful and deceptive practices being done behind the Church veil, but the Lord sees and knows all. Shall we then not take stock of idolatry and the vile practices of those who walk not in the ways of the Lord?

In Matthew 23, when Jesus addresses the Pharisees and Sadducees, He spoke the following:  “3 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.”

According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, the word hypocrite was at first used for a theatrical mask from the 1st century BCE. 'Hypocrite' comes from the Greek word 'hypokrites', which means "an actor." 

The word hypocrite ultimately came into
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