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Introduction

In the spring of 1912, the RMS Titanic set sail from Southampton,
England, on its first and only voyage. The ship was a brand-new

vessel, built by the White Star Line to be the finest in luxury travel.

It carried more than 2,200 passengers who were headed to New

York City for business or pleasure or, for some of the less wealthy

immigrants on board, to find a better life abroad. The Titanic was

called the “Ship of Dreams” because it promised a dreamy level of

comfort and elegance for passengers, while also carrying many to

their dreams of a new life.

The wealthy, in first class, were used to traveling in style:

heirs and heiresses, the owners of large factories and companies,

socialites, and even a British lord! Middle-class travelers in

second class were afforded some luxuries, too. Most were

educators, doctors, lawyers, small store owners, and businessmen.

Meanwhile, the poor and working-class immigrants—mostly

laborers, farmers, and tradespeople—traveled in third class.

The trip went smoothly for four days—so smoothly, in fact,
that Captain Edward J. Smith had canceled the lifeboat drill on the

moming of April 14. A skilled leader and veteran sailor, Captain

Smith was helming a ship advertised as “unsinkable” because of

its state-of-the-art safety measures. He couldn’t know that there

would be a shipwreck in their future, much less a difficult rescue
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To all the families who came to America in search of a better life,
including my own-EN

For all the older siblings trying to hold it together!-SK
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from the icy waters of the North Atlantic Ocean.

Soon to be fourteen-year-old Jamilah Yarred, along with her
ten-year-old brother Ilyas, were traveling in third class as
immigrants  from  Ottoman Lebanon-Syria. Second-class
passengers Joseph Philippe Lemercier Laroche, his wife, Juliette,
and his two little daughters, Simonne and Louise, were sailing to
escape prejudice in France and settle in Haiti, Joseph’s birthplace.
He was the only known Black man aboard the Titanic. In first class,
Margaret Brown, a wealthy socialite, was traveling to see her sick
grandson in America after a long stay in France. The disastrous

night to come changed not only the passengers’ lives, but the

world at large.






