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Preface

It is over three decades since Celebrating Marriage: a practical guide to getting married in New Zealand was first published by Benton Ross (Auckland, 1986). That book was subsequently revised and published as Celebrating Marriage: a guide to New Zealand wedding ceremonies by Random Century (Auckland, 1990) who had taken over the firm of Benton Ross. Both the first and second editions sold out. Ongoing requests for the book led to a third edition (ColCom Press, 1996) which was a light revision of the original. The last (6th) printing of the third edition was in 2012. Due to significant changes in New Zealand’s marriage law to include same-sex marriage, and the availability now of a great deal of online marriage preparation material, the time has come for a fully revised, new version, in two formats – printed and electronic. The electronic as well as printed formats will enhance its more widespread availability and ease with which couples will be able to “cut and paste” their wedding ceremony from the options provided.

This new version comprises a significant update and revision led by Greg Hughson, building on the original text by Douglas Pratt. Both authors have had significant experience of helping couples prepare for marriage ceremonies and conducting ceremonies in Aotearoa-New Zealand over the last 40 years. Each has also been active in promoting interfaith activities and greater interreligious understanding in New Zealand and beyond. This book represents a pooling of their experience and expertise.

There is a great deal that we can learn from people who base their lives and marriages on a faith different to ours, or on no particular religious faith-foundation at all. Furthermore, in our experience, most people in Aotearoa-New Zealand have an appreciation of the importance of spirituality, if only due to the widespread acceptance of Māori spirituality within our contemporary cultural fabric. Many, if not most, couples in Aotearoa today would describe their marriage ceremony as a significant spiritual occasion.

We hope this new resource will be valued by all who seek a broader and more informed understanding of marriage. Accordingly, this updated resource provides some interfaith marriage ceremony options, as an aid to greater understanding.

Previous versions of this resource included a range of options for couples and celebrants to prepare ceremonies suited to each couple. The focus has always been on flexibility and appropriateness. This new edition enhances the flexibility further, providing ideas for the wording of same sex and te reo Māori ceremonies, and some examples of other-faith marriage ceremonies, alongside more traditional Christian and secular forms.

In this new edition, the words “Partners in Marriage” can be substituted wherever necessary for “Groom and Bride,” where these traditional terms otherwise appear in the text. The move to legalise same-sex marriage in Aotearoa-New Zealand is historically significant. As a flow-on effect, the language of “being a couple” has changed – it no longer presumes a heterosexual pairing of male and female. And such couples increasingly refer to themselves as “partners” rather than “husband” and “wife.” We have therefore provided some additional resources and reflections for those who may wish to study this development in more detail.

Also, given developments in Australia such as the recent endorsement of same-sex marriage by the Uniting Church, we hope that our book may be of value to couples seeking to be married in Australia, and elsewhere in the world. While designed primarily for a New Zealand setting, much of the ceremony content is easily transferable to other settings.

The format and style of the wedding reception has also evolved over the years. In this fully revised edition, we have made changes to the options and information previously provided. We have sought to take account of significant changes within society. The notion of “family” in Aotearoa-New Zealand, and indeed in Australia and elsewhere in modern Western secular societies, is far broader than it was 30-40 years ago. Committed relationships, of whatever form, are still acknowledged to be very important in our societies.

We provide this resource in the hope that it will assist couples and celebrants to create ceremonies that give expression to the unique relationship being celebrated and affirmed, in the best and most meaningful way for each couple.

Getting married is more than a legal transaction. It signifies and enacts a change to the relational and “spiritual” quality and significance of each couple’s commitment. Marriage means a great deal more than the convenience of living together. Some people may choose not to marry in the legal sense but may wish to “celebrate” or otherwise publicly mark their own commitment to each other. Our aim is to help couples create a ceremony which will enable them to appropriately express their unique intentions and sincere commitment to each other. Indeed, what makes a marriage legal is not the substance of the celebratory ceremony, but the addition to it of the signing, with witnesses, of the marriage licence. In some countries these two components are kept apart – the legal dimension taking place at the appropriate civil office, often before but sometimes after, the wedding ceremony at a church or another setting.

Further, we acknowledge that not all valid partnerships are marriages. Choosing to live in a de-facto long-term partnership is no longer unusual. Not everyone wants or needs to mark their relationship commitment with a ceremony. But for those who do, hopefully the resources of this book will assist in creating a very special occasion.

We recognise that there are many different and varied contexts for marriages, and thus their celebration, in terms of the ever-increasing cultural and religious diversity in New Zealand, as elsewhere. For example, there is a contrast between a western-cultural style “nuclear family” and the Māori “whanau” or extended family. Of course, Pakeha (i.e. non-Māori) may also enjoy the context of wider family networks, and many Māori couples set up and value their “nuclear family.” But cultural differences do exist, and not only those which distinguish Māori from Pakeha. There are also Fijian, Niuean, Samoan and Tongan, to name just four of the Pacific cultures now rooted deep into New Zealand soil. Indian, Cambodian, Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Vietnamese, and other variants of Asian and South East Asian cultures now add their unique dimensions to the multi-coloured tapestry of New Zealand social life. In recent years this diversity has been enhanced by the arrival of significant numbers of South Africans – the Kiwi barbecue is just as likely today to be a ‘braai’ – and also former refugees from Africa, Syria, the Middle East and elsewhere.

It is both beyond the competency of the authors, and the scope of this resource, to specifically address all of the diverse cultural and religious contexts now present in Aotearoa-New Zealand. The diversity of types of wedding celebrations is now vastly greater than 30-40 years ago. Nevertheless, all couples who seek to marry under New Zealand law still need to take account of the legal requirements that are described in this book. Even if specific cultural or religious expectations dictate certain formalities and procedures to be followed, the legal requirements may mean some adaptation and modification of expectations are called for. In which case, this book may offer some helpful hints and advice. Our aim here is to be as inclusive as possible.

As with heterosexual unions, other committed relationships – Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual and Intersex (LGBTI) for example – are also widely celebrated today. In New Zealand, civil unions (for both heterosexual and homosexual couples) have been legal since 2005 and same-sex marriage since 2013. Furthermore, the diversity of family situations extends the idea of family far beyond notions of traditional marriage and the “nuclear family” – for example, the solo-parent family and the childless couple family, or families with non-heterosexual (LGBTI) parents. Since 2013, married same-sex couples have been able to adopt children jointly. Unmarried couples of any sex and couples in a civil union can now jointly adopt children, under a New Zealand High Court ruling in December 2015.

We have chosen, therefore, to include some wording options for same-sex marriage ceremonies and for the blessing of same-sex marriages. We also include some additional historical background on same-sex marriage (Part Four) We acknowledge that same-sex marriage will continue to be controversial, particularly within some religious communities. The information we provide is intended to foster ongoing respectful dialogue between people holding diverse opinions, as well as between people of different faiths.

The multi-choice marriage ceremony format in this book has been designed to assist couples to construct their own ceremony. All of the “standard” heterosexual options we have provided can be modified for same-sex ceremonies, or translated into Māori or other languages.

This new edition continues to include ceremonies of thanksgiving and blessing for the birth of a child. A marriage is primarily a relationship between two persons. It is not always certain or desirable that children will be born. Marriages with no children are nonetheless genuine marriages. However, many couples enter into a committed partnership with the intention of having, or adopting, a child, or children. The ceremony options we provide may be used whether or not the committed and loving parents of the child are heterosexual.

In preparing this book we have drawn from many sources. The numerous couples we have married have contributed by shaping the options for the marriage ceremony, just as you will shape yours. Enjoy your day, your ceremony, your marriage! It is yours to make of it as you will.

Gregory Hughson and Douglas Pratt
October 2020
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Part One – Getting Married


1 — Introduction

People choose to get married for some or all of the following reasons; love, companionship, sexual fulfilment, togetherness, mutual support, security, or to fulfil family or societal expectations. People choose to get married in many different circumstances and stages of life. Young adults on the threshold of life, full of exuberance and expectation; couples where one or both are re-marrying, where the hurt and sadness resulting from a lost relationship through death or dissolution are being laid to rest in the hope of life in new partnership; older folk who, in their autumnal years, have found a special companion preferable to solitude. Whatever the circumstance, whatever the stage in life, the decision to marry is a major one. Marriage is an act of profound relational, “spiritual” and personal commitment. Having made the decision, the next task is to organise an event whereby the decision to get married can be celebrated.

The process of preparing for marriage and for getting married can be quite demanding. Among the many practical tasks that have to be undertaken, working together with your celebrant to prepare an appropriate ceremony will be very important.

For your ceremony to be meaningful and significant, the words you choose need to express what you truly feel, believe and hope for. This book is designed to help you make the best choice of wording for your marriage ceremony, as well as offering some practical advice and guidelines on many other matters associated with your ceremony and wedding day. We also address some wider relationship matters beyond the wedding itself, including keys to a healthy relationship and some ceremonies celebrating the birth of a child and/or the blessing of children.

This book does not pretend to be the last word on weddings, nor on ways of celebrating the birth of a child. We seek rather to provide a practical resource for couples, with a particular focus on wording options for the marriage ceremony itself. It is our hope that out of the options offered you will find words which “ring true” for you; that you can use or modify as appropriate for your unique ceremony. Creating a marriage ceremony is like creating a work of art. It takes a great deal of time and careful preparation. But it is worth it. Together, as a couple, you have the opportunity to create not only a suitable ceremony, but an experience which you will remember and treasure for many years to come.

Church ministers are available as marriage celebrants. Alternatively, you can find a Civil marriage celebrant online here:

https://www.celebrantsassociation.co.nz/

There will be many marriage celebrants, both religious and non-religious, who will have other thoughts and suggestions based on their experience. And there are many celebrants who will be happy to offer you the choice of a self-constructed ceremony such as is offered here. This book provides some options and will, we trust, offer couples and their celebrant a starting point.

Whether or not you desire a













OPS/CoverDesign.jpg
Getting Married in New Zealand
Te Marenatanga ki Aotearoa

A guide to creating wedding
& birth celebrations

Gregory Hughson & Douglas Pratt






OPS/image0.jpg
Philip
Garside
Publishing Ltd.






OPS/image1.jpg







