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			To all lovers of biblical prophecy.

		


		
		


		
			For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. (Matthew 24:21)
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			And I remind you of the angels who did not stay within the limits of authority God gave them but left the place where they belonged. God has kept them securely chained in prisons of darkness, waiting for the great day of judgment . . . Enoch . . . prophesied. . . . The Lord is coming with countless thousands of his holy ones to execute judgment on the people of the world. He will convict every person of all the ungodly things they have done. (Jude 1:6–15 NLT)

		


		
			Preface

			Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? . . . Do you not know that we shall judge angels? (1 Corinthians 6:2–3 NKJV)

			Those who are victorious will sit with me [King Jesus] on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne . . . all who are victorious . . . I will give authority over all the nations. They will rule the nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots. (Revelation 3:21; 2:26–27 NLT)

			JUDGMENT DAY WILL NOT BE LIKE A COURTROOM PROCESS. It will be the last battles of good and evil. Two worldwide apocalyptic battles will occur––World War III and World War IV. These wars will be separated by an interval of one thousand years. World War III will be the final battle between Jesus and  wicked men in the flesh. World War IV will be the final battle between God and the wicked spirits of men and evil angels.

			 The one thousand years of peace following World War III is called the millennium by students of biblical prophecy. The saints and martyrs of Jesus will then rule with him as kings and priests on the restored Edenic earth (see Appendix 1).

			Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God. . . . They all came to life again, and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years. This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not come back to life until the thousand years had ended.) Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him a thousand years. (Revelation 20:4–6 NLT)

			And they sung a new song, saying, “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9–10)

			 A judgment day courtroom operation is unnecessary because God already knows who is innocent and who is guilty. The innocent ones (those who have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus) will rise in the first resurrection. They have already been granted eternal life:

			I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life. (John 5:24 NLT)

			 The guilty ones (those who die without the love of Jesus in their hearts) will rise in the second resurrection. Jesus called the first resurrection the resurrection of life. He called the second resurrection the resurrection of damnation:

			For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. (John 5:26–29) 

			You can see from the above Scriptures that God has appointed Jesus as both judge and executioner. Every soul who rises from the spiritual death row of hell will be executed––unless that person throws oneself at the feet of Jesus, the judge of men and angels, and begs for mercy. 

			The name “Jesus” in Hebrew is “Joshua.” Joshua the warlord is a prophecy of Jesus the commander-in-chief. Rahab the harlot and the terrified Gibeonites received the mercy of Joshua in his campaign to conquer and kill everyone in the land of Canaan (see Appendix 2). Commander Joshua extended mercy to some of the condemned Canaanites. Likewise, Jesus, the future general, preached to the souls in prison and will pardon them if they become one of the few who refuse to join Satan’s army. (This is an application of Luke 1:37.)

			For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison. (1 Peter 3:18–19 NKJV)

			God, in his patience, gives every wicked person an opportunity to repent (see Ezekiel 18:23). He wants all men to be saved and come to Jesus, the merciful priest, before the end time when Jesus becomes a war general. That is the time when the Antichrist will be eliminated.

			The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. (2 Peter 3:9 NLT)

			Therefore, it was necessary for him [Jesus] to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17 NLT)

			God’s purpose for the great tribulation is to cause the nation of Israel to repent and accept Jesus. He will allow Jerusalem to be attacked by the Beast (the Antichrist) and his united armies of the world. The battle that will result from this attack is called Armageddon (World War III). 

			Jesus will reveal himself during the awful carnage of the last battle of wicked humanity and will save Israel from the clutches of the Beast. There will be no survivors of that horrific war except Jesus, his heavenly army, and the redeemed tribes of Israel. Then the prophecy of Jeremiah the prophet will be fulfilled:

			In that day those the Lord has slaughtered will fill the earth from one end to the other. No one will mourn for them or gather up their bodies to bury them. They will be scattered on the ground like manure. (Jeremiah 25:33 NLT)

			Many biblical prophets wrote about the last battles of good and evil. Zephaniah is noteworthy in that he wrote about the destruction of all inhabitants of the earth and their subsequent resurrection in an unrepentant state (see Zephaniah 3:6-8; see also Appendix 3). They are unrepentant because they allowed Satan on convince them to “fight for their rights” by attacking the people of God (see Revelation 20:7–15). The last thing the devil, his demons, and the wicked walking dead will see is an exploding spiritual nuclear fireball descending on them from the throne of God (see Appendix 3A). An instant before God’s fiery wrath strikes them, Satan and his minions will see their entire lives pass before their eyes, and they know they are guilty and condemned. Then the cataclysmic fire will hit and will blow them all into the lake of fire. The blast will continue––the mountains crumble and fall, stars fly out of their orbits, and the sea vaporizes––until the entire universe detonates in a spiritual big bang. When it’s over, the saved righteous ones will open their eyes and see the new heaven and the new earth that the apostle Peter preached about: 
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