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Introduction: Beyond the Stage
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Welcome, dear reader, to a journey unlike any other—a journey that takes us behind the dazzling lights and euphoric cheers, into the heart of a phenomenon known as BTS. Here, we will peel back the layers of their extraordinary lives, revealing the raw emotions, unwavering passion, and vibrant dreams that have propelled these seven young men into the hearts of millions around the globe.

Imagine a small room filled with laughter, dreams scribbled on walls, and the sounds of music echoing from every corner. This is where it all began for RM, Jin, Suga, J-Hope, Jimin, V, and Jungkook—seven boys who once shared nothing but humble ambitions and a mutual love for music. They stood at the precipice of uncertainty, fueled by dreams bigger than themselves, hoping to touch the world with their melodies.

But BTS is more than just a band; they are a tapestry woven with the threads of friendship, struggle, and hope. They are your friends, your brothers, who’ve faced adversity with grace, who’ve stumbled and risen, and who’ve poured their hearts into every song, each lyric a reflection of their own journeys and the shared experiences of their fans, the ARMY.

As you read through these pages, prepare to laugh, cry, and feel every bit of their story. From the challenges they’ve faced to the triumphs they’ve celebrated, you’ll find a piece of your own dreams in theirs. BTS has a way of making you feel understood, cherished, and empowered, and this book aims to capture that magic—the essence of their journey from obscurity to global stardom.

So, take a deep breath and step with me beyond the stage, where the music fades but the heartbeats of seven boys resonate, where dreams come alive, and where the journey of a lifetime unfolds. Welcome to the world of BTS—a world filled with love, resilience, and the unyielding belief that together, we can chase our dreams and make them a reality. Let’s embark on this beautiful adventure, hand in hand, heart to heart.

Chapter 1: 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

The Boys from Bangtan
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Picture this: a cozy café, the aroma of freshly brewed coffee lingering in the air, soft music playing in the background. You’re sitting across from seven young men who, at first glance, may seem like ordinary boys. But as the conversation unfolds, you begin to see their souls laid bare—their hopes, their fears, and the dreams they’ve nurtured since they were kids.

Before the flashing lights, the roaring stadiums, and the world tours, there were just seven boys from different corners of South Korea. Kim Namjoon, the boy with a mind as sharp as his pen, scribbling poetry in the quiet of his room. You’d see him, not as RM the leader, but as a young dreamer who found solace in words, using music to make sense of the world’s chaos. He speaks softly, with a maturity beyond his years, his eyes lighting up when he talks about his love for knowledge.

Then there’s Kim Seokjin, or Jin, with his infectious laughter and broad shoulders—shoulders that have silently carried the weight of being the eldest, the one who had to be strong even when he felt like crumbling. He never intended to be a singer, you learn, but life had other plans. Over the clink of coffee cups, he smiles and shrugs, telling you how he never expected to find himself on stage, yet here he is, turning the world’s attention with every high note and every smile.

Min Yoongi, Suga, leans back in his chair, his expression thoughtful, as he talks about growing up in Daegu. He tells you about his days as an underground rapper, the long hours spent making beats in the dead of night, and how he never let go of the fire burning inside him—even when money was tight, even when no one believed in him. His words are raw, but there’s a gentleness in his voice, a vulnerability that makes you realize that behind his stoic exterior is a heart that’s seen both pain and passion.

Jung Hoseok—J-Hope—brightens the room with his energy. You find yourself smiling as he talks about his love for dancing, the way he used to practice in secret, driven by the desire to bring joy to others. It’s clear that his infectious positivity is not just for the stage; it’s part of who he is. But as the conversation deepens, you see the layers of hope that have carried him through moments of doubt and insecurity, his desire to be the light for those who need it most.

And then, there’s Park Jimin, with his soft voice and gentle smile. He tells you about growing up in Busan, his years of training, and the countless times he questioned whether he was good enough. But his passion was always stronger than his fears, and you realize that behind his delicate exterior is a fierce determination. His story is one of perseverance, of learning to
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