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The book of Acts is one of the key books of the New Testament, for in it God chronicles for us the start of His visible church on earth, which started at Jerusalem and which then spread from there, so that by the end of the first century AD, there were local churches throughout the known world.

The reader will notice in reading the book of Acts that God starts with the ministry of the apostle Peter. This is no coincidence, since Peter was the God-appointed leader and spokesman for the twelve apostles. Also, we need to keep in mind that the reason that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, chose these twelve disciples to be with Him during the three and a half years of His public ministry on earth was that He might train these men to carry on the ministry on earth after He had ascended to Heaven again, after His death at the cross, His burial, and His resurrection from the dead the third day.

And so, Peter was God’s vessel to start His church at Jerusalem, which was in Israel, but then it was the apostle Paul who was God’s vessel to expand God’s church to the nations of the known world. And those who have sought to do a commentary on any of the apostle Paul’s letters in the New Testament know that it would have been a difficult task, if one did not have the historical context of the book of Acts to refer to. We can therefore say that the book of Acts is indispensable to understand the historical context of much of the New Testament!

Since it has been shown (for instance in “Chronological aspects of the life of Christ,” by Harold W. Hoehner) that the death of God’s Son in human flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ, took place on Friday, April 3, 33 AD, and since the book of Acts ends with the apostle Paul at Rome at Chapter 28, which conservative scholars assign as being 60 to 62 AD, means that the historical content of the book of Acts takes place between 33 and 60 or 62 AD!

And please note that the author’s commentary on the book of Acts has so far taken up 370 pages of 8.5 x 11” notes, which means that the published work will be taken up in a number of Chapters per book, with Book 1 covering Acts 1 and 2, while Book 2 covered Acts 3,4,5,6,7, and Book 3 covered Acts 8,9,10,11,12. , Book 4 covered Acts 13,14,15,16,17,18. The present book, Book 5, covers the rest of the book of Acts, from Acts 18:23 to Acts 28:31.

Please note that there is an Addendum at the back of the book, which has six sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. In Addendum C, we give the relation between apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherd/teachers, and elders! At Addendum D, we have “The rise of the man-made religious system known as Judaism, which included Phariseeism!” In Addendum E, we have the relation between repentance and faith.  And then in Addendum F, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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The apostle Paul’s third gospel ministry journey, Acts 18:23 to Acts 21:14
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1) From Antioch in Syria to Galatia and Phrygia, Acts 18:23

As we closed Book 4 of Acts, we saw the apostle Paul returning to his home local church at Antioch in Syria at Acts 18:22. And now as we come to Acts 18:23, we see the apostle Paul set out again from Antioch, in what would be his third gospel ministry journey, noting now what we there read, “And having spent some time there (Antioch in Syria), he left and passed successively through the Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.” 

Here we have the apostle Paul then start his THIRD GOSPEL MINISTRY JOURNEY FROM ANTIOCH IN SYRIA, after having spent an unspecified amount of time there, after completing his second gospel ministry journey, as we see at Acts 18:22. And now we see that the apostle Paul appears to not have any traveling companions with him as he again takes the overland route and visits all the local churches established during his first gospel ministry journey, before he arrived at Ephesus (Acts 19:1).

2) Apollos at Ephesus and Corinth in Achaia, Acts 18:24-28

As we see from Acts 18:24-28, while the apostle Paul was on his third gospel ministry journey, God gives us a side note regarding a believer named “Apollos,” noting now what God there tells us, “[24] NOW A JEW NAMED APOLLOS, AN ALEXANDRIAN BY BIRTH, AN ELOQUENT MAN, CAME TO EPHESUS; AND HE WAS MIGHTY IN THE SCRIPTURES. [25] THIS MAN HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED IN THE WAY OF THE LORD; and being fervent in spirit, HE WAS SPEAKING AND TEACHING ACCURATELY THE THINGS CONCERNING JESUS, BEING ACQUAINTED ONLY WITH THE BAPTISM OF JOHN; [26] and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But WHEN PRISCILLA AND AQUILA HEARD HIM, THEY TOOK HIM ASIDE AND EXPLAINED TO HIM THE WAY OF GOD MORE ACCURATELY. [27] And WHEN HE WANTED TO GO ACROSS TO ACHAIA, THE BRETHREN ENCOURAGED HIM and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace, [28] for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, DEMONSTRATING BY THE SCRIPTURES THAT JESUS WAS THE CHRIST.”

What might seem perplexing at first glance here, regarding Apollos, is noting that from verse 25 we are told that he “had been instructed in the way of the Lord,” and was "speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus," and yet we still read at verse 26 that "when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately." 

And so, it would appear that Apollos, although fervent in spirit, which is good, however, he did not as yet have a full knowledge of God that he needed to know. So what was he lacking? One clue here is being told at verse 25 that Apollos was "acquainted only with the baptism of John." And if we look ahead and read Acts 19:1-7, which is applicable here, then Apollos appears to have been one who had only gone through John the Baptist’s baptism, but who did not yet have the precious Holy Spirit indwelling in his spirit. In other words, Apollos was not yet born again as a believer! 

What this means is that Apollos spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, but did not yet have The precious Holy Spirit in his human spirit to make real a personal relationship to God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ.

And so, when we are told at verse 25 here that Apollos "had been instructed in the way of The Lord," this would relate to what he knew of the Old Testament, which was all the Scriptures that was available at this time, with none of the letters of the New Testament having yet been written, except possibly Galatians. 

So when we are told that Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately, this would now be New Testament truth that they would have obtained from living with the Apostle Paul for an extended period of time (Acts 18:2,3,18), which they now related to Apollos, which meant that he now received The Holy Spirit.

And this was now why we then read at Acts 18:27,28 that at Corinth (Acts 19:1; 1 Corinthians 1:12; 3:5,6), in the Roman province of Achaia, Apollos “greatly helped those who had believed through GRACE,” as he was now “demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ,” as he now had the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Scriptures to him.

Before going on here, we should make a comment as to why Priscilla, who was Aquila’s wife, was mentioned first at Acts 18:26, indicating that she did most of the teaching. As readers would likely know, quite often in a family the wife is the one who is more attuned to spiritual truth. That is not the way God would like to see things, of course, as the husband is to be the teacher of the wife and children (1 Corinthians 14:34,35; Ephesians 6:4). However, that is not always the case due husbands often putting career and other things before being proficient in God’s word. 

And the fact that the teaching would have been in the home of Aquila and Priscilla here meant that this would have been in private, and not in a local church setting, although God’s teaching regarding women being silent in church and not teaching men would not likely have been yet given by God through Paul.

3) From Galatia/Phrygia to Ephesus, Acts 19:1-20:1

As we now return to the apostle Paul’s third gospel ministry journey, we are then told that he traveled from the Galatian and Phrygian regions and came to Ephesus, as we now read from Acts 19:1 to Acts 20:1, “[19:1] IT HAPPENED THAT WHILE APOLLOS WAS AT CORINTH, PAUL PASSED THROUGH THE UPPER COUNTRY AND CAME TO EPHESUS, AND FOUND SOME DISCIPLES. [2] He said to them, "DID YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN YOU BELIEVED?" And they said to him, "NO, WE HAVE NOT EVEN HEARD WHETHER THERE IS A HOLY SPIRIT." [3] And he said, "INTO WHAT THEN WERE YOU BAPTIZED?" And they said, "INTO JOHN'S BAPTISM." [4] PAUL SAID, "JOHN BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE, TELLING THE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE IN HIM WHO WAS COMING AFTER HIM, THAT IS, IN JESUS." [5] WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS. [6] AND WHEN PAUL HAD LAID HIS HANDS UPON THEM, THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME ON THEM, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. [7] There were in all about twelve men. [8] And HE ENTERED THE SYNAGOGUE AND CONTINUED SPEAKING OUT BOLDLY FOR THREE MONTHS, REASONING AND PERSUADING THEM ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. [9] But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, HE WITHDREW FROM THEM AND TOOK AWAY THE DISCIPLES, REASONING DAILY IN THE SCHOOL OF TYRANNUS. [10] THIS TOOK PLACE FOR TWO YEARS, SO THAT ALL WHO LIVED IN ASIA HEARD THE WORD OF THE LORD, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS. [11] GOD WAS PERFORMING EXTRAORDINARY MIRACLES BY THE HANDS OF PAUL, [12] so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and THE DISEASES LEFT THEM AND THE EVIL SPIRITS WENT OUT. [13] But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." [14] Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. [15] And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I RECOGNIZE JESUS, AND I KNOW ABOUT PAUL, BUT WHO ARE YOU?" [16] And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. [17] This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS WAS BEING MAGNIFIED. [18] MANY ALSO OF THOSE WHO HAD BELIEVED KEPT COMING, CONFESSING AND DISCLOSING THEIR PRACTICES. [19] And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. [20] SO THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS GROWING MIGHTILY AND PREVAILING. [21] Now after these things were finished, Paul purposed in the Spirit to go to Jerusalem after he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying, "After I have been there, I must also see Rome." [22] And having sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. [23] ABOUT THAT TIME THERE OCCURRED NO SMALL DISTURBANCE CONCERNING THE WAY. [24] For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing no little business to the craftsmen; [25] these he gathered together with the workmen of similar trades, and said, "Men, you know that our prosperity depends upon this business. [26] You see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all. [27] Not only is there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis be regarded as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world worship will even be dethroned from her magnificence." [28] When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" [29] THE CITY WAS FILLED WITH THE CONFUSION, AND THEY RUSHED WITH ONE ACCORD INTO THE THEATER, DRAGGING ALONG GAIUS AND ARISTARCHUS, PAUL'S TRAVELING COMPANIONS FROM MACEDONIA. [30] AND WHEN PAUL WANTED TO GO INTO THE ASSEMBLY, THE DISCIPLES WOULD NOT LET HIM. [31] Also some of the Asiarchs who were friends of his sent to him and repeatedly urged him not to venture into the theater. [32] So then, some were shouting one thing and some another, for the assembly was in confusion and the majority did not know for what reason they had come together. [33] Some of the crowd concluded it was Alexander, since the Jews had put him forward; and having motioned with his hand, Alexander was intending to make a defense to the assembly. [34] But when they recognized that he was a Jew, a single outcry arose from them all as they shouted for about
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