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            Thank you, dear reader!

          

        

      

    

    
      Thank you for choosing this book and deciding to read it. You totally rock.

      I’d like to get to know you better! Each week, I send out a chatty newsletter, with book news, sales and giveaways. You can sign up for it right here.

      Enjoy your book! <3
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      To all of my high school friends

      With a toast to the happy memories.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            About The Prom One

          

        

      

    

    
      She’s been silently in love with Ethan for years. He’s crushing on someone else, utterly ignorant that his best friend is just waiting for him to notice. Can one big night make everything clear?

      Ethan and I were best friends in high school. Now we’re both teachers at that same school, but we’re still besties. The only thing that comes between us is his infatuation with Kimberly, formerly the most popular girl in our class, now the school’s guidance counselor. When he decides that he’ll spill his heart at our prom, I’m crazy enough to offer him a makeover. I only hope he starts to question whether he’s trying to impress the wrong prom date...

      It’s never too late to figure out you’ve been chasing the wrong dream.
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          Tessa

        

      

    

    
      "How far have we gone?"

      I was huffing and puffing a little as I glanced up at Ethan out of the corner of my eye. It wasn't that I was out of shape--I wasn't. It just that my best friend's legs were so much longer than mine. Even though we weren't running, only power walking, every step he took equaled at least two of mine. Stifling a sigh--I didn't have the breath for it--I looked down at my smartwatch.

      "Two miles. Do you have time to do another one? I'd like to make it a solid five K tonight."

      He shrugged, his broad shoulders moving easily as the cotton of his white T-shirt clung to the muscles there. "Sure. It's not like I have a date. Or plans. Or even a life, really."

      I gritted my teeth. "You have a life, Ethan. A really great one, actually. You're the most popular English teacher at Bryan County Regional High. You live in the most adorable little house that you're rehabbing--bringing it back to life one room at a time. You're young and healthy and smart—" I tapped my chest. "Plus you have the most amazing best friend in the history of friendship."

      He smirked. "You make good points, Tess. But none of that means much when you end up alone at the end of the day."

      You don't have to be, I wanted to say. All you have to do is say the word. But I didn't speak what I was thinking--I never did when it came to my feelings for Ethan. Instead, I kept my voice even as I answered him.

      "That's a choice, bud. You and I both know that it is. Plenty of women would jump at the chance to go out with you."

      Ethan rolled his eyes. "Plenty of women who are not the one I want to date."

      "Oh, for cripes sake, Ethan. Grow a pair and ask her out, then. I mean, if that's what it's going to take to—" I was about to say to get her out of your system, but I knew that might sting, so instead I ended lamely. "—to make you happy."

      "You know I can't do that. I can't just go up to her and say, 'Hey, Kimberly, you busy tonight? Want to grab dinner and a movie with me? And then agree to be my one and only for the rest of our lives?'" He blew out a frustrated breath. "Tessa, I'm pretty sure she doesn't even know who I am. Even after all these years that we've lived in the same area, gone to the same school, and now work in the same place--I think if Kimberly was being tortured and they told her the only way to save herself was to name the man in the picture, and they showed her my face, she'd be doomed."

      I snorted. "That's a very specific scenario. Have you been watching James Bond flicks without me again?" When his only response was to glower, I added, "So get to know her. Talk to her in the hallway or the teachers' lounge. Make it a point to smile at her every day until she starts thinking, who is that super hot dude always giving me the smolder when we pass?"

      
      “It’s no good, Tess. She’s never going to notice me, smolder or not. I mean, look at me.” Ethan spread out his arms and glared down at his well-worn jeans and ancient T-shirt. “I could never look good enough to be seen around town with Kimberly.” 

      I ignored the twinge of hurt and swallowed back the retort on the tip of my tongue: clearly, Ethan wasn’t worried about being dressed well enough to be seen with me. But then, I was just his buddy, his friend, his confidante. I wasn’t the gorgeous and sexy Kimberly, the woman he’d been lusting after for a solid nine months . . . not to mention the four years of high school when he'd loved her in silent agony.

      However, his words and the way he’d moaned them made me second-guess the information I was just about to share with him. I guessed that it didn’t really matter; he was going to find out sooner or later, and once he did, I knew that it would be all he could talk about.

      Honestly, the teenaged girls I dealt with in my classroom every day didn’t hold a candle to the way this guy went on and on about his crush. 

      But I understood . . . mostly. Like Ethan and me, Kimberly had attended this very high school back in the day. Even then, she’d been one of the Beautiful People, part of the clique that was so exclusive, I’d never held a conversation with a single one of them. She’d been blessed with a perfect figure, clear skin, silky hair, and a glorious singing voice that won her the lead in every drama club production. 

      Kimberly was the penultimate teen queen. 

      In a perfect world, Kimberly would have peaked in high school, married the captain of the football team, and gotten fat after having lots of babies and never going anywhere. But that didn’t happen. Kimberly was also intellectually gifted, and she parlayed that into a full scholarship to her college of choice and a year of living in Europe as an exchange student. She’d gotten her master’s degree and returned to Burton in triumph as the new guidance counselor at the regional high school. 

      Sometimes, life just wasn’t fair. 

      Ethan and I had been pals from the time we’d met in elementary school. It hadn't been until we were freshmen in high school that Ethan had laid eyes on Kimberly and begun to worship at her altar even back then. It wasn’t a huge surprise that when we'd all ended up working at the high school that we’d attended, Ethan
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