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Introduction
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There is no fast track when it comes to being successful and winning in business and life.  Nothing works unless you do.  With that being said, there are some strategies that I believe will truly help you think and see things in a way that shifts your mindset towards a mentality that anything is possible. This book will showcase the 15 strategies I personally used to win at business and life – and how you can do the same.  Understand the thought and principles behind each and you will realize that the sky’s the limit. 
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Strategy #1: Invest in Yourself
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No one is going to give you what you want in life – you’re going to need to work for it.  That being said, too many people are so focused on spending money on advertising, marketing, publicity, swag, influencers, etc. that they blow all of their money with little return.  You should be investing in yourself, FIRST.

You get out of life what you put into it.  If you mope around and do nothing all day long, what do you expect the result to be?  You need to get out there and make things happen.  No one is going to do it for you.  

In the same breath, people understand that you’re not perfect – none of us are.  However, that doesn’t mean you can use that as an excuse to not go out and work towards bettering yourself, your life, and your business.  Invest in continuing education.  And I’m not talking about going back to school and racking up debt in the process.  Become an autodidact.  Learn things on your own.  

Books are inexpensive and full of useful information.  Hit up your local bookstore or go online and purchase books that cover areas you want to improve on.  Better yet, if you have a library near you, hit that up first before you go spending money, as they might have some useful books you can simply sign out and read for free – who doesn’t like FREE!

Even if you feel you are an expert in a particular industry, market, job, etc., there is still so much more to learn.  New concepts and ideas are published daily.  If you don’t consider yourself an expert, yet you own a business and have no idea how to build traffic for your website (for example), you could easily purchase a few books on the topic and educate yourself.  YouTube is also an amazing resource that I would highly recommend you utilize to learn from.  

There’s also a website called Skillshare who offers tons of amazing videos and classes to help you with anything from business, to design, technology, photography, writing, film, entrepreneurship, and many other topics.  These videos are made by everyday people who are experts at what they do and are helping thousands of people across the globe hone in on perfecting certain skill sets.  

With so much technology and information at your fingertips, investing in yourself couldn’t be any easier these days.  You can literally purchase, read, or watch videos and books right from your smartphone or tablet without even needing to leave your home.  I highly recommend that you take a good hard look at what you need and where you can improve, and invest in yourself today.  There’s no better time than right now.  
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Strategy #2: Believe in Yourself and Your Abilities
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You’re a bright individual, after all, that’s why you’re reading this book.  It’s because you want more and aren’t willing to settle for average.  You want to better your abilities and it’s because you believe in yourself that you want to achieve greatness.  Learn to block out all of the noise around you.  When people are constantly telling you that you can’t do something, you almost start to believe them.  And these individuals do this because they don’t want to put in the effort to better themselves and are happy being average.  Yet, in the same breath, they don’t want you to improve and make THEM look bad.

It’s like a child who has terrible parents and they keep telling the child that they will never amount to anything, that they aren’t smart enough, that they don’t work hard enough, that they don’t have the drive to make something from their lives – it eventually destroys that child and they end up going through life never trying because the people around them were constantly putting them down that they eventually believed it.  It’s tough to imagine, but some parents are fine with their children being average and not excelling at anything.

If you don’t believe in yourself, no one else will.  You need to have a solid head on your shoulders and let go of things said to you.  Be confident in your abilities and continue to improve.  As your skillset and abilities improve, you will become more and more confident as you move through business and life.
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Strategy #3: Whether You Think You Can or Can’t, You’re right
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Henry Ford said it best when he was quoted saying, “Whether you think you can or whether you think you can’t, you’re right.”

It’s all about mindset.  When you think positively, it can definitely help you achieve your goals in business and life.  Just like with strategy #2, you need to believe in yourself and your abilities.  If you tell yourself you aren’t smart enough, or that you can’t land this huge contract you’re working on, you’ll talk your way right out of the deal.  You’re going to take yourself out of the game all by yourself.  Ultimately, you’re taking your ball and going home like a little child.  You can’t think like that.

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve watched people give up on themselves because they didn’t think they could do something.  They left money on the table because they believed deep down that they can’t accomplish or work towards something.  In sales, they teach you to always ask for the sale.  Yet, many people fail to ask because they are afraid of rejection.  They don’t think they will be able to get the deal, the contract, the sale.  So, they bow out without even asking.

What does this mean?  It means you’ll always lose if that’s your mindset.  Let’s think about it in a different light.  Let’s say you are in sales and you’re walking into a prospect who you are pretty sure you can land a sale based off of the homework you’ve done.  You walk in, pitch them your product or service, but afterward, you’re on the fence if they’re really interested.  What should you do?  You should ask for the sale.  Absolutely!  What do you have to lose?  If you don’t ask, the answer is automatically no.  Not only that, but you just wasted all of that time giving your pitch and you have nothing to show for it.  Let the prospect be the one who tells you no.  But if you don’t ask, you’re going to get the same result.  So, at least get the ask in and give yourself the opportunity to make a sale if they say yes.  

You are going to be more confident with yourself when you think you CAN versus when you think you CAN’T.  Look, I’m not going to tell you that in every situation where you think you can that it will be impossible to fail.  But, when you think you can, it changes your thought process and mindset.  When dealt with a situation, you are better able to overcome it when you think you can do it versus not and simply throwing in the towel.
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