
More English Collocations in Dialogue: 

Master Hundreds of Collocations in American English Quickly and Easily

Jackie Bolen

(www.eslspeaking.org)

Copyright © 2021 by Jackie Bolen

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording or other electronic or mechanical means without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher/author at the following address: Jackie Bolen: jb.business.online@gmail.com.

Table of Contents

How to Use this Book................................................................4

About the Author: Jackie Bolen........................................................6

Highly Effective ....................................................................7

Online Dating......................................................................9

Tennis Match......................................................................11

Torrential Rain....................................................................13

Go to Great Lengths................................................................15

Make Your Bed....................................................................17

Affordable Housing ................................................................19

Swallow My Pride..................................................................21

Graduate from College..............................................................23

Get Into Trouble ...................................................................25

Give Advice......................................................................27

Core Values.......................................................................29

Love at First Sight..................................................................31

Twist My Arm.....................................................................33

Greenhouse Gas Emissions...........................................................35

Beef Up..........................................................................37

Do My Homework .................................................................39

Pretty Well-Informed...............................................................41

Quick Snack......................................................................43

Touch Base.......................................................................45

Go Far in Life.....................................................................47

Sparks Were Flying ................................................................49

As a Rule.........................................................................51

Brush Up.........................................................................53

Attempted Kidnapping..............................................................55

In the Black.......................................................................57

Window Seat......................................................................59

Under the Table ...................................................................61

Laptop Bag.......................................................................63

Caught a Cold .....................................................................65

Talking About a New Project.........................................................67

Washing the Dishes.................................................................69

Hiring Process ....................................................................71

Good With Computers..............................................................73

Before You Go....................................................................75

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge of collocations in American English. My goal is to help you increase your vocabulary and to be able to speak and write more fluently. 

Simply put, collocations are words that occur together more frequently than random chance. For example, we often say “fast food” and “quick shower” but not “quick food” and “fast shower.” Using them during writing and speaking will help your English sound more natural. 

Collocations can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find hundreds of English collocations that are used in boardrooms, over a meal, and with friends and family around the world. 

The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context. That's why I've introduced each one in a dialogue. Then, you'll find a simple definition in plain English. Finally, there is a practice opportunity so that you can review what you've learned. 

To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


–  Review frequently.

–  Make sure to do the practice exercises in this book (cover up the answers while you're doing them!)

–  Use each collocation in real life as soon as possible. 

–  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

–  Consider studying with a friend so that you can help each other stay motivated. 

–  Use a notebook and write down new collocations (as well as new words, phrasal verbs, idioms, expressions, etc.) that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. Make some flashcards for the ones that are particularly difficult to remember. 

–  Be sure to do some extra reading. Choose something that is slightly below your level and try to read it for at least 20 minutes a day. Read quickly and if you don't know a word, guess what the meaning is instead of stopping and looking it up in a dictionary. This is one of the best ways to learn collocations naturally. You'll start to notice the same words over and over again. 


There are various types of collocations to be aware of. However, classifying them into the various categories isn't that helpful of an exercise. I list them here for general awareness. This book has a mix of all of the various types you can read about below.


–  adverb + adjective (fully aware)

–  adjective + noun (regular exercise)

–  noun + noun (bar of soap)

–  noun + verb (plan took off)

–  verb + noun (do my homework)

–  verb + expression with preposition (burst into tears)

–  verb + adverb (vaguely remembered)


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to becoming more proficient with English.
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About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities: five years at a science and engineering school in Cheonan, and four years at a major university in Busan where I taught upper-level classes for students majoring in English. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or snowshoeing. I now live in Vancouver, Canada where I teach at private English academies.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost ten years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

I truly hope that you find this book useful. I would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have.

Jackie Bolen (www.jackiebolen.com)

Twitter: @bolen_jackie

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations. Learn to speak more fluently in American English.
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Highly Effective 
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Jim: Hey John. I'm wondering how you and Tina manage your money? It's a key issue for Jen and I and we need to come up with a better system. 

John: We've been married for 20 years now and have a joint account. What works for us is that we're brutally honest about what we spend our money on. We don't keep secrets. 

Jim: You're married to a keeper. That's for sure. Jen is between jobs and I'm worried sick about it. We may have to borrow money from the bank to pay the mortgage. 

John: Sorry to hear that. When money was tight for us, we found a highly effective  budgeting system. It could work for you. 

Jim: Thanks for the advice. 

Vocabulary

Key issue: The most important thing. 

Married for _____ years: Number of years after a wedding that two people are together. 

Joint account: A bank account that two or more people hold together. 

Brutally honest: Holding nothing back from each other; no secrets. 

Keep secrets: Not telling important information. 

Between jobs: Describes someone who lost a job but is looking for another one. 

Worried sick: Anxious or stressed out to the extreme. 

Borrow money: Get a loan. 

Money was tight: Not enough money. 

Highly effective: Describes something that works very well.

Practice

	Tony and I have been _____.

	Can I be _____ with you? This partnership just isn't working out for us. 

	I don't want to _____ from each other anymore. It makes our relationship difficult. 

	Tim always seems to be _____. I wonder what's up with him? 

	_____ when I going to medical school. 

	I know that you're _____ about it but get some sleep.

	I've heard that it's a _____ system for losing weight. 

	Why don't we open up a _____? It would make things easier. 

	Let's try to _____ to make it through these next few weeks. 


Answers

	married for 10 years

	brutally honest

	keep secrets

	between jobs 

	money was tight

	worried sick 

	highly effective 

	joint account 

	borrow money 
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Online Dating
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Jen: Hey, so what's new with you these days? 

Tina: Oh, not much. But I did start doing online dating. 

Jen: Nice! How's that going? 

Tina: It's like finding a needle in a haystack. I mean, they don't have to look like movie stars but I'm so tired of guys with facial hair—shaggy beards and bushy eyebrows. Gross. 

Jen: So what are you looking for? 

Tina: Nothing complicated. Someone with an athletic build, outgoing personality, and a good sense of humour. Shouldn't be too difficult, right? 

Vocabulary

These days: Lately; recently. 

Online dating: Finding a love match through the Internet. 

Needle in a haystack: Describes something that is difficult to find. 

Movie stars: Famous actors or actresses. 

Facial hair: Beard or mustache. 

Shaggy beards: Beards that are not well-groomed. 

Bushy eyebrows: Big eyebrows that are not well-groomed.

Athletic build: Describes someone in good shape who exercises a lot.

Outgoing personality: Describes someone who likes being around people. 

Good sense of humour: Describes someone who likes to laugh and tell jokes. 

Practice

	What have you been up to _____?

	How did he get such an _____? He must be working out a lot. 

	Guys with _____ are all the rage lately. 

	Finding my keys in the morning is like finding a _____. 

	I love that my co-worker has such a _____. I'm always laughing. 

	Who are your favourite _____? 

	I'm thinking about growing out my _____. What do you think? 

	I hate my _____. It's so much work to keep them trimmed. 

	I'm looking for someone with an _____ because I'm kind of shy. 

	I know that you don't want to but I think you'd have good luck with _____. 


Answers

	these days

	athletic build

	shaggy beards

	needle in a haystack

	good sense of humour

	movie stars

	facial hair

	bushy eyebrows

	outgoing personality

	online dating
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Tennis Match
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Kay: So what did you get up to this weekend Sid? Wait...what happened to your face? That looks like it hurts. 

Sid: I had a tennis match and I got hit in the face with the ball. It's just a minor injury but I had to go to the emergency room to get stitches. 

Kay: Good thing you didn't sustain serious injuries. It could have been bad if you'd gotten hit in the eye. 

Sid: Yeah, nothing serious as long as I take antibiotics to prevent infection. The worst thing was that we lost the match because I had to leave to go to the hospital. 

Kay: I can't believe that you're worried about that!

Vocabulary 

This weekend: Previous, or next Saturday or Sunday (depends on when talking about it—earlier, or later in the week). 

Tennis match: Tennis game that consists of 3 or 5 sets. 

Minor injury: Not a serious injury. 

Emergency room: Place to get immediate medical treatment. 

Get stitches: Using a needle and thread to close a cut in the skin. 

Serious injuries: A big medical problem. 

Take antibiotics: Taking pills to stop the spread of infection. 

Prevent infection: Taking antibiotics or cleaning a wound so that bacteria don't get out of control.

Practice

	Do you want to catch a movie with me _____?

	Clean the wound first to help _____. 

	Did you have to _____ for that cut? 

	It looks worse than it is. It's just a _____. 

	Did you see the _____ between Nadal and Federer? 

	You'll have to _____ for that but please finish them all. 

	Please call 911 for _____. 

	I think I need to go to the _____. My arm is probably broken. 


Answers

	this weekend

	prevent infection

	get stitches 

	minor injury

	tennis match

	take antibiotics

	serious injuries 

	emergency room
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Torrential Rain
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Karen: It looks like rain out there with all those dark clouds. 

Bill: Definitely. I checked the weather forecast and it's calling for torrential rain and high winds. 

Karen: Oh no. I hope we can get home after work. 

Bill: I think it'll be fine. But keep in touch and let me know when you make it. 

Karen: Sure thing. Stay safe. 

Vocabulary

Looks like rain: Lots of dark clouds, wind, humidity, etc. that signal rain is coming. 

Dark clouds: Clouds that are grey or black. 

Weather forecast: Weather prediction for the next hours or days. 

Torrential rain: Extremely heavy rain. 

High winds: Very strong winds. 

After work: When you're done working. 

Keep in touch: Stay connected via phone or email. 

Let me know: Tell the outcome of something. 

Stay safe: Take caution to not get into trouble or danger. 

––––––––
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Practice

	It really _____. Do you think we'll be able to have our picnic?

	What's the _____ say for this weekend? 

	Please _____ and limit your contacts with other people. 

	Do you want to grab a beer _____? 

	It's really difficult driving in _____.

	Hey, will you please _____ if you can come over next week? 

	The _____ knocked over a bunch of power lines in my city.  

	You can usually see _____ before a tornado forms. 

	_____, okay? I want to know how it turns out. 


Answers

	looks like rain

	weather forecast

	stay safe 

	after work 

	torrential rain

	let me know 

	high winds

	dark clouds

	keep in touch 
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